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Secondly, in Particularofthe Creation, out of 
the words of Moses, Genesis, Chap. 1.and 2. 


Thirdly, of Gons a&uall Providence, 
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Sa” By George Walker B. of Divinity, and Paftour of St. Joha 
X Evangelis Church in LoNDoN. 
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TO Tile 


RIGHT VV ORSHIPFVLL 

MY MVCH HONOVRED 

friends Sir Thomas Barrington, Sir 
Gilbert Gerard Sir William Maffam, and 


Sir Martin Lumley, Knights and Baronets, 
now hononrable knights of the houfe of Com- 
mons in the high Court of Parliament, Grace 
and peace wuu jncreate of all bleLisngs 
temporall and eternal. 


Rig be Wordbipfuil, 
: wees Hat undeferved favour and re- 


E fhet which Ihave found at your 
Be hands, and the dueve foett wbich 
ei Se Lowe to your religions families, 
PASS) UZS do oblige meto foew fome teffi- 
; a Disa ren mony of my thankfulnes, And bee 
cafe Lbave uo better prefent at thistime, ut this 
Treatife of Gods exterualiWorkes compofed outof Ser- 
mons beresofore preached tomine own little flock, and 
in the troublefome time of my late bonds brought into 
this formed mult crave pardon for niy boldweffein pre- 
fuming to offer it co jour bands;fecing per fousof bigher 
q 3 place 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


my Sermons preached for divers yeares laf paft, with 
the reproacifull name of fattious and feditious doi- 
rines;and by their grievous accufations have caufed 
me tobe fbut up as the great troubler ofthe Cit; wherin 
Ilive, and kept in fure bold leaft this my manner of 
preaching might proove danger ous and a caufe of much 
hurt, and many troubles in thefe changeable and doubt- 
fulltimes, From thefe and fuch crimes and unjust ac- 
cufations as I bayein part purged and cleared my felfe 
already in a legall way3fo by your help and favour I hope 
sre long to be openly acquitted and juflified before the 
world. If you {ball be pleafed to saft a favourable eye np- 
on thefe my poore laboures, t3 totake a view of them. I 
doubt not but the precious matter beingGods pure word, 
will abundantly recompence the failing of the com- 
pofer, and the defects of bis skill and workman/bip. 
Wherfore humbly craving your kind acceptance of this 
fmall token of lovend flender acknowledgement of du- 
tyandfervice, and defiring to become more indebtedto 
yon, by your farvourable re(pect bewed thereunto; I 
commend your worthy perfons and religious families to 
the grace and blefing of the Almighty whofe invifible 
wajcfiy,ecven bis divine power and God-head is clear- 
ly (ene from the Creation of the world( which és in this 
Treatife plainly defcribed) and under flood by the things 


created, Yoursin all Chrittian duty and fervice 
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The externall Works 
of GOD in generall, 
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PSALM, 135. 6. 


Whatfoever the Lord pleafed that did he in Hearen 
and in Earth, inthe fea and all deepe places. 


a STR SGH E externall outward workes of God 
sj; which follow in the next place after 
` his internall workes, are indeed nothing 
J but his a@tuall.execution of his eternal! 
counfell, purpofe and decree. For the 
> unfolding of which workes in generall, 
æ] and laying open. of thenature, ufe and. 
4 feverall kindes of them, I have made 
choife of this Text. From the wordes and circumftances 
whereof, we may eafily gather all points of inftruction necef- 
fary to be knowne concerning the general] nature, ufe and 
kindes of them. 
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COOU 
Of the External WVorkes of God. 


Firft, here the words of the Pfalmift fhew that he fpeakes of 
Gods outward workes, becaufe he limits them to places and 
times,to Heaven, Earth,Sea and all deep places. 

Secondly, he fpeakes, of them all in generall none excepted, 
fothe Hebrew word ( 73 ) which fignites all in generall what- 
foever,doth plainly fhew,and alfo the perfect enumeration of all 
places which are in the world, and wherin any outward fenfible 
and vifible work can be done, to wit: the Heaven, the Earth, the 
Seas and all deepe places. 

Thirdly, he theweth that God is the author of thefe works,as 
he is Pebovah, that oneeternall Godin whom there are, three 
perfons, Father,Son and HolyGhoft,for he faith TYY MT hd- 
va the Lerd doth or hath done. i ; 

Fourthly, he fhewerh that the Lerd-doth all thefe workes 
of himfelfe according to his owne will and pleafure, and 
none of them all by comoulfion, unwittingly and unwil- 
lingly, but even ashee pleafed, and after the counfell of his 
will and pleafure ~2i1 TYN 25 whatfoever the Lord plea- 
fed. 

Fifthly, he intimates that all thefe workes of God come 
neceffarily, infallibly, inevitably and irrefiftably to paffe, and 
that none of them all can faile which God hath beene pleafed 
to doe, but fo come to paffe as he pleafeth in every reipe&, 
even in the fame time and place. This hee intimates in 
that he faith every thing whatfoever the Lord pleafed, he 
hath done. 

Sixtly, he fheweth that thefe outward workes tend to make 
God knowne, and are of ufe to bring us tothe khowledge of 
the trie God, and in and by them God is knowne aright and his 
greatneffzalfo. This is manifelt by the dependance of this ver, 
on theformer. For having faid, 7 keow thae the Lordis great 
and that our Lord is absve all gods, he brings in this text as an 
argument and proofe faying, What/oever the Lord pleafedthat he 
hath done, which is in eff2% all one as if he had faid, I know this 
by his doing ofall his outward works, for whatfoever the Lord 
pleafed thar he hath done, 

Seventhly and laftly, he (hewes'the feverall kinds of Gods out- 
ward workes that they are not only creation brit alfo actual 

providencs 


Of the Externall Workes of God, 
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providence which concludes in it the government of the world, 
the fall of man,and the reftauration of man-kind by the redemp- 
tion of the world. 

Workes of creation he exprefleth, verf-7, and workes of his 
actuall providence, as ordering, governing and faving of his 
people by Chrift, which was fign fied in the deliverance from 
Egypt, hereckonsup inthe reft of the Palme both before and 
after my text, So then it is manifeft that this text confidered 
with the circumftances thereof, terves abundantly for the ope- 
ning of the nature, ufe and kind of Gods cutward works. 

In the unfolding whereof, Firft let us note the order, ce- 
herence and {cope of it. Secondly, let us take a view of the 
wordes and fift out the true fenceofthem. Thirdly let us ob- 
ferve out of themby way ofdo@rine, a perfet defcription of 
Gods outward workes in generall, and laftly apply for {ome ufe 
the doctrine to our {<lves. 

The order and coherence is this, Firft the Prophet in the 
3 .firft verfes, exhorts all to praife the Lord and to laud his 
name, more {pecially the Lords fervants who are continuall 
profeflors in his Church. Secondly in the 3, 4, 5. ver/es he 
gives dome reafons drawne from the Attributes of God and the 
confideration of his nature, to wit, becaufe the Lord is good 
and his name plecfant, and becaufe of his owne free grace he 
hath chofzn J/ral, that is, his eleét and faithfull Church to be 
hisowne peculiar people, and becaufe the Lord is great and 
isa God above all gods, In teftifying and affirming the Lords 
goodnefle and being above all gods, he brings for procfe bis 
owne knowledge and experience. I know (faith he) that 
the Lord is great,verf.5. Thirdly he doth proove God to be 
fuch aone, even fo good, gracious and great by his outward 
workes, and fheweth that by them he knowes God to be fo, 
for he faith here inthis text, Whatfoever the Lord pleafed that he 
hath done, in Heaven and in earth, in the Sea and all deepe 
places, Sothatit is plaine by the order, dependance and fcope 
ofthe text, That here David extolls Gods outward workes in 
generall,as things proceeding from his owne good pleafure, and 
ferving to proove him tobe good and gracious, and to make us 
know him fo great and glorious a Godas he is. 

In 
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Ofthe External Workes of God. 


In the fecond place, for the wordes themfzlves, they are 
plaine and eafie tobe underftood at the firt hearing without 
any laborious interpretation, They ran thus in the Hebrew, 
el which the Lord pleafeth he hath done, in Heaven, Earth, Sea 
and all deepe places, This word (all) thewes that he fpeakes 
not of foine pvarticalar workes, but ofall inthat kind. The 
word Fehsvah is the proper name ôf God confidered in the 
unity of his effence with all his effzatiall Attributes, and every 
one of the 3.Perfons is calied by this name, as they are of the 
fame effence and all one God. The enuineratioa of all the 
notable places in the world wherein thet? workes are done 
difcovers the workes which he here fpeakes off, to be out- 
ward workes which doe not abide in Gods effznce and there 
onely {ubfit as his eternall counfell, decrees and inward 
operations do, but aredone in time and place and have their 
fubfittance in and among the creatures, {uch as are creating, 
ruling, ordering, upholding ofall things, and alfo redeeming 
and reftoring of all man-kinde. The word [ peafeth ] limits 
the generall note or particle ( a/l} unto all workes which in 
themfelves are good, or elfe ferve for good ufe, and fo are 
pleafing to the Lord for the ufe fake. Hee doth not fay that 
the Lord doth all things which are done, but all things which 
he pleafeth, that is, he doth not make men finnefull and 
wicked, neither doth he worke rebellion in men, which is 
difpleafing unto him, but he doth whatfoever is pleafing, that 
is, all things which are agreeable to his nature. And what- 


‘foever is according to his will and good pleafure, that he doth, 


none can hinder it. This is the true {enfe and meaning of 
the wordes. Now from the text thus opened and the 
circumftances obferved, wee may gather a perfet de- 
{cription of them in generall fhewing the nature and ufe of 
them. 


The defcription of Gods outward Workes, 


The outward workes of God in generall, are all things what- 
foever the Lord God Jehovah, that one inñnite and eternall 
God, 3.Perfons, Father, Son and Holy Ghoft doth according 
to his eternall purpofe, and after the counfzll and good ee, 

. o 


Of the Externall Workesof God. 


of his will, work, and bring to pafle, not within, but witk- 
out himfelfe in all the world and upon all creatures there- 
in, and that cettainely and irrefiftably in due time and 
place to the communicating and making of himfelf known 
tomen and Angels in his infinite and eternall nature and 
in his goodnefle, grace, glory, power and all other effen- 
tiall properties, for the falvation and eternall bleflednes of his e- 
lect 1n Chrift. 

This defcriptión truely gathered from this Text, and 
the fcope and order of it and diftovering plainely the na- 
ture and ufe of Cods outward workes in general], I will 
proove in every part and branch orderly and will conclude with 
fome application. 

The firt thing in it is the generall matter of Gods ex- 
ternall workes, they are things done; that is, not onely a@- 
ions working and operations, ftch as Creation, Redempti- 
on and the like; tut alfo things or werks made, «ff. eted 
and done by thofe actions, as Heaven, Earth, Angels and 
other things created. For all thefe are things done and 
wrought Ly God, This Branch is plainly exprefled in this 
word of my Text, "ty (hath done) or doth or hath made, 
for the Hebrew word fignifies all thefe. And that Gods 
outward works confift in doing and are things not fpoken 
or promifed but done and wrought, Divers teftimonies of 
Scripture doe thew, Pal. 44.1. David cals thein workes 
which he hath done: And Jfa. 28. 21. The Prophet faith, 
that the Lord doth his werke, his frrange worke, And not to 
fiand in repeating many Scriptures in a point fo plaine; 
This in one word 1s futhcient thatthe two Hebrew words, 
Mw & “Va which are ufed in the Scriptures to: fig- 
nifie Gods outward works are both derived of verbs which fig- 
nifie doing. 

Thefecond branch in this defcription comprehends ia it 
the Authour of thefe works, to wit, the Lord Ced Jehovah, 
that one infinite, eternall God and three Perfuns, Father, 
Sonne and Holy Ghot, : This Branch doth difinguih 
thefe workes. Firft, from the workes of creatures which 


are proper to them. Secondly, from the perfonall operati- 
AF2 ons 
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Ofthe External Workes of God. 
ons of God as the eternall begetting of the Sonne which 
is proper to the Father and is his worke onely. That God 
contidered in the unity of his effence as he comprehends all 
the three Perfons, is the Authour of thefe workes, and 
that they are common to the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, 
and every one of them hath an hand in every work of this 
kind; though one more immediately than another : The 
word fehovah here ufed in the Text doth plainly thew, where 
it is faid, Whatfever Jehsvah pleafed or was willing to do, 
that he hath done: which word is fo proper to God, and 
fignifies Oze God, thatit alfo agrees to every perfon in that 
one God. And this is alfo confirmed by divers other teftj- 
monies of Gods word, which hew that in divers of thefe 
outward actions or workes, the Father workes by the 
Sonne and the Sonne by the Father with and by the Spirit. 
The firt great work of this kind, even the work of Crea- 
tion, which fometimes is attributed to the Father as more 
peculiar to him, becaufe terminatur in Patre, asthe Schoolen 
men fpeak, that is, it is bounded and termined in the Fa- 
ther, and he is prixcipium © fummus terminus creationis, the 
firt beginning and utmoft bound of creation, from whom 
it firlt proceeded, even this is attributed to the Sonne and 
Spirit alfo, as being common to all the Perfons, as P/A, 
33.6. By the Word of the Lord (that is the Sonne) Were the 
Heavens made and all the hoft of them by the S pirit of his 
mouth, To which adde, 70d 33.4. The Spirit of God made 
mz, & John 1.3,10, & {olof-1.16, where it is faid, that by 
the cternall word the Sonne all things were made both in 
Heaven and Earth, vifible and invifthle, and Without him was 
made nothing of all that Was made. So likewife in that out- 
ward worke of Judgement executed on Sodome and Gomore 
rab, Gen.19.24. fehovah is faid to raine downe from cho 
vah out of Heaven fire and brimffone, that is Jehovadthe Son 
from fehovab the Father, who are both one and the fame 
God Jehovah; yea that thefe externall workes of God are 
not divided fome to one Perfon and fome to another in 
the Trinity, butarecoin.non to all the Perfons and proceed 
from that one common efence, accordiag to that faying of 
fic 


Of the External Workes of God, 
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the School-men, opera Trinitatis: ad extra [ant indivifa, Our 


Saviour heweth moft plainly, Z0h.5.19,22. where hefith, 


that as the Sonne cannot worke of himfelfe alone without 
the Father, but he muft have and f2e the Father working with 
him, fothe Father doth not judge any, that is by his owne 
proper act of judgement, but hathcommitted all j:dgement 
to the Sonne,that he may have a hand in all judgements toge- 
ther with himfelfe, and Joba 16.13,14. {peaking of that fpe- 
ciall illumination of mens hearts and inward teaching which 
feemes moft prover to the Spirit, he faith it is not of him- 
felfe alone, but it is what he hath heard and received from 
the Father and the Sonne, And therefore the fecond 
Branch is manifeft that the doer of the outward workes 
of God is Jehovah ofr God, and all the three Perfons in 
God. 

Thethird Branch comprehends init the outward moving 
caufe of all thefe outward workes : namely, Gods owne 
willand pleafure, for he is faid to do them according. to 
his eternall purpofe, and after the,counfell of his owne will, 
This is expreffed in the defcription and in the words of the 
Text YBN Wx D wWhatfoever the Lord pleafed, that is, 
whatfoever is according to the Lords will and pleafure that 

ehath done, and this is teftified in other Scriptures, as 
P fal.t1s.3. where it is faid, that rhe Lord doth whatfoever 
pleafeth him, and If. 46,10. where the Lord faith I will 
do all my pleafure, and Zozaht.14. All which places thew 
that firt the Lord hath a mind and pleafure to doe fich 
things, and therupon he doth them. Alfo, Ephefc1.11.° It 
is faid he doth’ worke all things after the counfell of his 
will. And Aés 2.23. & 4.28. the worke of our Redemp- 
tion by Chrift, and all that he did and fu'teréd is faid to be 
done by the determinate counfell of God, Therfotethis Branch is 
manifeft, namely, That Gods will and pleafure is the only in- 
ward mooving caufe of all his outward works, and that they 
-are nothing but the execution of his eternall will and de- 

cree. . 
_ Thefourth Branch by which thefe outward works are fpe- 
cially diftinguifhed from his inward operation, comprehends 
A 3 in 
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in it the fabje&t wherein thefe workes do fubfift and - the 
circumftance of time and place wherein they are done, 
For thefe workes are not done within God himfeife, nei- 
ther doe they fabfift in his Effence, as his inward operati- 
‘ons do, but they are, Extra Dei effentiam, without Gods ef 
fence, they are done in all the world, and upon the crea- 
tures, fome in Heaven and fome in Earth, others in the 
Sea and all deepe places (as my Text faith) and they have 
their circumftances of time and place, as God hath appoin- 
ted from all eternity. The Creation was in the firit be- 
ginning of time in the firft fix dayes of the world, Gen, 1. 
‘The Redemption wrought by Chrift in the midft of yeares 
betweene the Law and the Gofpell, Hab.3.2. and upon the 
mountaine where Hierufalem ftood, Ifa. 25.6,7. The great 
execution fhall be at the end of the world in the laft day 
of Judgement, and the works of Gods governement and a- 
tuall providence as they are divers, fo they are done at di- 
vers times, and in divers places of the world, as experi- 
ence teacheth, on the very day which the Lord appointed 
did the flood come upon the old world, Ge#.7.11. In the 
fame day which God had fore-told was Ifrael! delivered out 
of egypt, Exod.21.41. And howfoever the words of the 
Apoftle, 42.17.18. intimate that in God (and not with- 
out him) We live, moove and have our being, yet we are 
not thus to underftand that thefe things are, and that we 
fubfift in Gods Effence, and that we are fo in God as his. 
inward operations and eternall decrees are:. But that weall 
are compaffzd about with Gods prefence and effentiall pow- 
er, which are every where, and by him as by the chiefe ef- 
ficient caufe and authour of life, motién and being are fu- 
ftained and upheld in life, being and motion continually. 
For to be in God, that is; to fubfift in his effence, doth’ 
neceflarily imply coeternity and confubftantiality with God. 
Quicquid eft in Deo Deus eff, nothing can be within his 
Ence, but it muft be coeternall with God and of the 
fame Subftance with him. Hee who denies this muit 
needes deny God to be immutable and moft fimple, free 
from all compofition,. Therfore this Branch alfo is moft 

manifeft. 
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manifeft and doth contame in it nothing but folid 
Truth, 

The fifth Branch containes ‘in it the manner of Gods 
outward works, to wit; that in refpeét of God himéfelfe, 
they are done with fuch power as cannot be refifted, and 
in refpe@ of the event, they are certaine, infallible and 
cannot faile. This is truely colleéted from the Text: For 
it is faid that all Whatfoever the Lord pleafeth hee doth, or 
hath done, which fhewes that not one jot of his will and 
pleafure failes but comes to paf. If his will or pleafure 
could be refifted or any thing prevented which he willeth 
to worke, furely the Divell who is fo cunning, watchfull 
and malitions would in fome things have defeated God, 
or this either by himfelfe or fome of his inftruments: .But 
this Text affirmes the contrary, that whatfoever the Lord 
pleafed he hath done in all the world. Therfore in refpe@ 
of God they are all unrefiftable, and in refpect of the event 
infallible, And this David teftifiech, P/al. 115.3. faying, 
The Lord doth whatfoever pleafeth him, And Ifa. 46.10, my 
counfell pall fand, and I will performe all my pleafure, yea 
becaufe thefe are voluntary workes of God and are willed 
and decreed in his fecret counfell from all eternity (as I 
have noted before) therefore they muft needs be unrefiftable,for 
Who can refift his will, Rom.9.19. 

The fixth Branch containes the principall ufe and effects 
of Gods outward workes; namely, the making of himfelfe 
knowne in his nature and effentiall attributes and fo com- 
municating himfelfe to his elect. That Gods externall 
workes doe all ferve for this ufe and doe worke this eff 
we may gather from the dependance and inference of this 
Text. For the Malmift having profeffed thathe knows the 
Lord to be great and that he is the onely true God above 
all gods, that is, who hath all the effentiall properties of 
the true God, he proves it by and from his workes, and 
fheweth that by meanes of them he knoweth it. And o- 
ther Scriptures and experience confirme the fame, P/al.19. 
1. It is faid, that the heavens declare the glory of God, ard 
the firmament fheweth his handy worke , day unto day uttereth 

A4 Speech, 
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Speech, and right unto night fheweth knowledge, and Rom,1.20; 
The vifible things of God are [eene from the creation of the 
world, clearly being underftood by ike things which were made: 
Even his divine Power and God-head, So the works of Gods 
actual providence in governing and upholding the world, 
and in mooving the Heavens and the flarres in order, doe 
fhew his infinite wifdome and fupereeleftial glory, P/al.8. 
t. His overthrowing of his enemies and the perfecutors of 
his C hutch,as in the flood of Noah, and in the drowning of 
Pharaoh and his hot do {hew his power. His giving of 
Chrift his Son for aRedeemer aboundantly teftifieth his infinite 
goodneffe and bountyshis punifhing our fins inChrift to the tull, 
{hews his infinite Juftice, and his pardoning of beleevers by 
Chritts fatisfaction, freely given and communicated to them, 
fhewes his infinite mercy and free grace, as the Scriptures 
often tcftifie, and our own confciences within us do wit- 
neffe and our daily fenfe and experience do proove. And 
in our Redemption and application of it we fèe difcovered 
the Trinity of Perfons in one God, And while wee in 
thefe things, es in a glafle behold the glory of God with 
open face (the vaile of ignorance being remcoved) we are 
changed into the fame Image from glory to glory, and fo 
come to have communion with God, and the fruition ofhim, 
2 Cag.3.18. ) 

The feventh and laft Branch fets before us thé utmoft end 
of all Gods outward works, to wit the eternall blefledneffe 
of the cle&, by the communion, vifion and fruition of 
God in all his glorious /attributes, as wifedome, power, 
seodnefie, mercy, juftice, and the reft, The Text it felfe 
intimates this Truth to us; f4yimg, that all thefe workes of 
God proceed from his good will and plecfate. Fer the 
scod pleafure and will of &od confiits chiefly and princi- 
pally in willing that his eie& thall be brought to perfe& 
communicn of himfelfe and of his glory for their eternall 
havpineffe. And what God willeth according to his owne 
good pleafure, and doth becaufe he is plesfed fo todo, it muk 
needs aime at the bleflednefie of his elect by the fight and frui- 
tion ofhim and his glory: Now therfore all Gods outward 
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workes proceeding from Gods pleafure muft needs tend to 
this end, and this is confirmed, Rem.8.28, & 1 Cer.3.21,22, 
23. where we reed that all things worke together for good 
tothem that love God and are the called actording to his purpofe, 
and thet all things are the elects, the world, life and death, 
things prefint, and things to come, and they are Christs and Chrif 
is Gods, allo Col.1.16, all things vifible and invifitle were 
created as by Chrift fo for him, that they might ferve him 
for tke falvation of his elect, and for this end and purpofe 
Angells, principalitics and powers ore faid to be made fub- 
ject to Chrift, Peng. Ia, And their office and minillery 
and the great wonders which Cod doth ty them are faid to 
be for them, who flall be heires of falvation, Heb.1.14. To thefe 
teftimonies many resfons might be added, I will onely call 
to mind that which I have eite where abundantly declared and 
prooved, to wit, that for this end the world is upheld by 
Chrift, and for his fake and through his mediation ever fince 
mans fa!l, and for this end the wicked live, even the barbarous. 
and favage nations, cither that they may ferve for fome ufe to 
Ceds peorle, or forthe elects fakcwhom God will raifeup 
out of them, or that Ced may fhew his juflice and power on 
them being fitted for deftrudtien, to the greater glory of his. 
elect, even the judgements of God on the wicked, and their 
damnation ferve for this end, to increafe the bleflednefle of the 
Saints, 
` The doctrine of this defeription ferves for to ftirre us up in 
imitation of God our Creator, not to content our felves with 
faying, purpofing and promifing, or with making a hew of 
doing good. workes, but to be reall, true, conttant and faith- 
full in’perforn:ance of them. For fo doth God, whatfoever 
he proinifesh er purpofib or is pleated to doc, that he doth 
in Heaven and Earth. Sluggarés who delight in idlenefe 
doing nothing, and Hypocrites who fay and promife and 
make great hew ofdving, but are barren of the fruites of gcod 
horas, .aS they are moft unlike to Cod end contrary to him, 
fo they ere hetefull and abhominstle in the fight ef Ged, and 
they oncly are accepred of God who are active Chriftians, 
ahwayes doing good and abounding in the \orke of tke Lard, their 
at our 
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labour fhall not be iw vaine, but every one fhaill receive re- 
ward according to his workes which are evidences of his 
communion with Chrift, and of his faith, juftification and 
fan&ãification; wherefore feeing God is alwayes reaching forth 
his mighty hand to worke in Heaven, in Earth, in the Sea and 
all deep places for our profit : let us be alwayes doing’and ftudy- 
ing to do good for his glory. 

Secondly it fervesto move and direct us in and through the 
outward workes of God to fee and behold the infinite, eter- 
nall and omnipotent God, and his divine power and God- 
head, -and in the unity of Gods eflence, the facred Trinity 
of perfons, becaufeall the perfons have a hand in every worke, 
and that one God who is three perfons is the author and wor- 
ker of every divine outward worke,as this doctrine teacheth. 
It isacommon cuftome among men when they fee and be- 
hold the handy worke of any perfon, to remember the per- 
fon, to bee put in minde of him by the worke, efpecially 
if he have knowne the perfon before, and beare the love 
and affection to him of a friend and a beloved one. So let 
it be with us, fo often as we fee and behold the vifible out- 
ward workes of God, let us in them behold the face of God, 
and remember his glorious attributes, Let us in the great 
workes of Creation behold the wifedome and power of God 
the Creator, in the worke of Redemption the mercy, bounty 
and love of God, in our Sanctification, the love and the ho. 
lineffe of God, and in them all let us behold the three glo- 
rious Perfons in that one God who worketh all things after 
the counfell of his owne will, The Father by his eternall 
Word and Spirit creating all things. The Sonne fent forth 
by the Father in our nature, and fan&ifed by the Spirit, re- 
deeming us and paying our ranfome. The Holy Ghoft fhed 
on us by God the Father through the Sonne Chrilt in our 
regeneration, And all three confpiring together to purge, 
fanétifie and juftifie us, and to make us eternally bieffed in 
our communion with them, and in our fruition of God in 
eraceand glory. And letus take heed and beware of idle and 
vaine fpeculation of Gods great workes which thew his 
glory and proclaims his glorious Attributes, Wifdome, 
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Power and Goodnefie, left by fuch idle negligence wee 
become guilty of taking the name of the Lord our God in 
vaine, 

Thirdly from this defcription we may eafily gather and con- Ufe 3, 
clude, that finnefull actions as they are evill and finnefull are 
not Gods workes ; for Godis pleafed with thofe things which 
he doth, and his workes are according to his pleafure, but 
God is not pleafed with finnefull actions and evill workes, he 
hath no pleafure in iniquity, P/4/.5.4, 1f any aske, How then 
can it be done ifhe will not ‘and be not pleafed? I anfwer, 
That in them thereis tobe confidered, 1. A naturall motion 
or action proceeding from fome created power, and fo from 
God the Creator, and this is goodand of God and according 
tohis will as it willeth things properly, 2. There is acor- 
ruption, perverfeneffe and crookedneff2 of the a@ion, this is 
ofthe Divell and mans corruption: this God hateth; but be- 
caufe ations thus corrupted and ftayned make way for God 
and give him occalion to fhew his wifedome and power in 
ouer-ruling them and difpofing them by his hand to a good 
end and his juftice in punifhing them ; therefore God is plea- 
fed to continue that naturall power to the wicked which. 
they pervert and abufé, and to over-rule fuch wicked workes 
and to raife light out of that darkenefle, And therefore let us 
not impute any evill and finfull workes to God, as they are 
evill and finfull, nor wickedly imagine that he is the author of 
fin.His hand is never in any finfull work,otherwife then to over- 
rule, order and difpofe the finfulnefle and evill thereof to fome 
good end and purpofe. 

Fourthly we are hereby admonifhed not to impute any worke Ule 4 
done inthe world to fortune or chance, as worldly Epicures 
do, but to efcribe all workes and every thing which comes 
to pafle to the certaine will, purpofe and determinate counfell. 
of God, Itis true that in refpe& of fecond caufes and pur- 
pofes of men, many things come to pafè accidentally and 
by chance, no man purpofing or intending any fach thing, 
but in refpect cf God they are certaine and infallible, they 
all happen according to his will, and without it not an 
haire çan fall from our heads nor a Sparrow fall to the 
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earth, all power and motion is of hie, “wai the abuf- 
of the power and motion which is from the Divell and 
mans corruption he willingly permitted, and doth OVer-ryle 
ani difpofe by his wifzdome and providence to a good 
end. And therefore ia all cafualties and accidents. let 
us comfort our {élyes and reft content and bee 2- 
tient knowing that they come no: but by his will and 
pleafare, , l l 
Yes, Laltly let usrejoyce in all the gicat workes which we fee 

done in the world; and oscar them as meanes tending to 


our falvation, if we be Gods faithfull people, and With care 


na nfort, that our 
God in whom we trutt doth not lie idle, nor furnber or fleep, 


but by a mighty hand and firetched ont arme hath done 
all thefe great things, and is continually doing and wor- 
king for us,to bring us at length out of all troubles and dan. 
gers, and to fet usand eftablith us for ever in eternal] reft glory 
and bleffedneff>. 


The next thing which in order followeth after the defcrip- 
tion of Geds outward workes In generall, i 


ducing of all the particulars unto their Proper and natural] 
heads, is a maine ground of light, and 
ftint handling and underftanding of them, 
( before I proceed any further) labour to diy 
into their naturall heads according to the rul 
truth, and fo will proceed to that which is the firft 
and by the courfe and arder of nature, namely the cr 
the world and all things init, The learned 
knowledge every kind of Gods outward w 
differ in the kindes and numbers of them : 
* rance about the true divifion of them into t 
cipall heads. 
Some divide the works of God into the works 
and the works of Redemption. But this is no 
the two members of it do not containe all the 


of Creation 
perfet divifion, 
outward works 
of 
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lll ante lease 
ofGod, for over and befides them there are works of preferva- 
tion and of judgement and revenge. 

Others divide all Gods outward workes into the works of 
nature and the workes of grace. The workes of nature they 
divide into two fortes, 1. The workes which concerne the 
firt beginning of nature, that is, the workes of creation, 
3. The workes, which concerne the prefervation, which 
they call the works of Gods providence. The works of 
grace they hold to be the works of Redemption and reftan- 
ration of man-kind, by which God brings fupernaturall 
bleffings to men: But this divifion failesin divers refpects. 
Firft, It makes a difference betweene works of nature and 
works of grace, wheras indeed creation and prefervation, 
which they account works of nature, are in fome fenfe, 
works of grace. For Ged of his owne free grace created 
man in his own Image: And now and ever {ince the firft 
fin of Adam, which brought death and deftru@ien into the 
world, all works of prefervation by which God preferveth 
men in being and life, are works of free grace, and the 
preferving of his Elect unto his heavenly Kingdome is a 
worke of fupernaturall grace in Chrift. Secondly, they 
erre in diftinguifhing between the works of Gods provi- 
dence, and the works of Redemption and reftauration, wher- 
as Redemption and reftauration are principall worksof Gods 
providence, by which God provides for his eleét m Chrif, 
fuch things as neither eye hath feen,nor eare heard,neither have 
entred into the heart of man, 1 (07.2.9. 

A third fort there are who divide all Gods outward 
works into thefe two heads only; namely, the works of 
Creation, andthe works of actuall providence. This I take to 
be the beft and moft perfect divifion. Firlt, becaufe under 
thefe hzads are all Gods outward works contained, and there 
is not any one which may not be reduced under one of shefe 
two. For whatfoever God doth, or hath done, or c2 doe 
for the giving of the firft being to all things may be redu- 
ced to Creation, And whatfoever God doth, or can do for 
the ordering, preferving and difpofing of things cre ted, 
and of their being and wel-being, may be brought under 

the 
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the works of his a@uall providence. Secondly, there is a: 
perfect diftin@tion and difference between the works of 
creation and the works of a&tuall providence : So far as 
mans fubftance differs from mans mifery and mans feli- 
city, fo farre doth every proper worke of Creation differ 
from the works of Gods a-tuall providence in their of je@ts. 
And although God in the creeting of things inorder did thew 
his providence for man, in that he firft made a place of habita- 
tionforhim, and all things which may ferve for his ufe, as: 
plants, trees, fruits, light and other neceflaries before he created 
him, yet this breeds no confufion bet ween the works of creati- 
on and the works of prefervation, fortwo things may go to- 
gether in time and place,and may be in the fame fubje& (as we 
fee, fenfe and underftanding, hearing and feeing in one man at 
the fame time,and heat and light in fire) and yet they may be 
different in themfelvs. , 

This order therfore I do purpofe to follow hereafter by Gods 
affiftance in profecuting the body of Divinity. Firft, I will be- 
gin withthe Creation ,and will labour to unfold the nature of 
it in general], And then I will proceed to the handling of all 
the {peciall works therof,every one diftin@ly by it felfin parti- 
cular. | 

Secondly, I will paffe from thence to the works of Gods aét- 
uall providence, under which comes the government and pre- 
fervation of the world,and of al things created,and the ordering 
and difpofing of every thing to the proper end of it. More efpe- 
cially, the fali of man intofin, mifery, and guilt of damnation, 
And the Redemption of man from mifery and his Reftauration 
to grace and glory by theapplication and fruition of Redemp- 
tion, and by true fpirituall union and communion with Chrift 
the Redeemer,and with God the Father in him by the inhabi- 
tation of the Holy Ghoft, 

Thus much for the generall Doétrin of Gods outward works 
laid down in this Text,and for the divifion of them in their fe- 
verall heads andkinds, unto whichallthe particular outward 
works may be reduced. 
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GEN. I. I. Jn the beginning God created the 
Heaven and the Earth. 


N this Chaprer.the hiftorie of the Creation 
Sij is moft plainely and fuccin&ly written by 
k 4) Mofes , and the workes of the fix dayes are 
ASA] diftinétly laid downe according to the or- 
F} der wherein God created and'made all crea- 

cures in heaven and earth. 
In the fecond Chapter, fome things which 
were but more briefely and ‘generally laid 
doewn in the firft Chapter , to wit the creation of plants,herbes, 
and trees , and of birds and beafts, and efpecially of man and wo- 
man, and the creation of the garden of Edes , with other circum- 
{tances ; are more plainely and fully related. And therefore I 
“have made choice of thofe two Chapters , the words whereof doe 
giveus ground and occafion to handle the doctrine of the crea- 
tion , andto difcuffe of all points therein needfull to be knowne 
for the glory of God, and our own profit and comforts. 
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In the whole hiftory, comprehended in thefe two Chapters, the 
Spirit of God offers to our confideration two ‘things. Firft the 
creatiomas it isa worke ofGad, together with the feverall: parts.” 
and deerées of it. ‘Secondly,the « creatures produced by that work, 
even the whole world , ‘and all things.thereincontained ; that is , 
the heavens and the Eene the hoit of them. 

Creation is here defcribed : Firft, generally according to the 
common nature of it,asit concernes all creatures, and isthe ma- 
king of them all. Secondly, itis dilinguifhed and decribed par- 
ticularly according to the feverall par ‘tsand branches thereof, as 
it concernes feverall kindes of things created. - T 

Firft, Creation is defcribed generally by rija SR fi- Nadia 
i, caufe,and.by the time and forme of it,thr oughoue this whole - 

hapter. 

- Secondly, it is diftinguithed i into two branches or degrees. The 
firft is fimple or abfolute and immediate creation, which isa ma- 
king of fomething out of nothing. The other is fecondary crea- 
tion, fiat dog making of perfect things out ofan imperfect mat- 
terwhich was before Created of nothing, and was of it felfe moft 
unfit for any fuch fubftantiall forme and being. as was raifed out 
of It. 

_Simple or abfolute creation, which is a making of things out 
of nothitie,is laid downe inthe firit verfe: And that ishere di ftin=) 
guifhed.s into tivo particular branches , according to the 3 number 
ofthe things created; the Heaven and the Earth. 

The frf is, , the creation of the higheft beavis and all the hott : 
of them , asthe fpirit of God by Mafis expounds himfelfe more! 
plainely,C hap. 2.1.This wasa moft perfect creating and making, 
of things perfect: in nature, forme.and being, gut of noine, ‘and 
that inan infante, vo: JI =e 

> The fecond is , the creating of i earth, that is,a rudej imper- 
feét mafie, and confifed Chaos ot deep, which'was without forme ` 
and void, and fit for no fubftanuiall forme or perfect being as yet ; 
neither could fubfitt, but by the fpiric-fupernaturally. frtteining i it. 
Fot fothe word, Earth, is expounded in the next verfe, evento o be” 
that rude maffe and deep,which he made ofnothing.that it might: 
be.the.common matter of all the inferiout vifible world , ba of 
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= -The fecondmaine branch of creation, which I call: fecondary,or 2 
mediate création sand whichisa making ofthings perfeé out of 
an imperfect matter created of nothing, 1s laid downe hiftorical- 
ly throughout thefe two Chapters,where the creation of the feve- 
tall kindes of creatures in the fix dayes is defcribed particularly, 
And this hath alfo two particular branches. 
The firtt is the creating of things out of the firt rude confufed 
matter} which waswaithout forme and void,and full of darknefle; 
fuch was the creating of the foute elements #1. Fire,called light. 
2." The Aire, called the firmament. 3.. The Waters, or the Seas. 
4. The Earth or drye land. l l 
The fecond is, the creating of things perfect out of the fecond 
matter which was beforehand formed, and difpofed into the forme 
and fub{tance of elements ; fuch was the creation of the Sunne . 
Moone , and.Srarres in the heavens; and of the foules in the aire, 
and fifhes.inthe fea,and beatts on earth, which were all created of 
the fecond matter, chat is, of thematter of the elements brought 
iNPOUGMNE. 5 cries od ji; i 7° 
There is befides thefe branches of¢reation ; another particular 
creation,mixt of fimple and fecondary création, namely the créa= 
tion of man ; who,in refpect of his body,was made of the duf of 
the earth by fecondary or mediate creation ; and in refpect of his 
foule was created by God, as the Angels were,immediatly of no- 
thing,by a fimple,abfolute and immediate creation. This isalfo de- ` 
fcribed , Firft generally in this Chapter, verfe 26, 27. and alfo di- 
ftinSly, and particularly, Cap. 2.7. i 
And as this hiftory doth defcribe the act or worke of creation, Creawnes 
both generally , and particularly in all the branches: thereof: fo: 
alfoall the Creatures or kindcs of things created. o o% 7 
-Thé Creatures. are here diftinguifhed according to the time: 
and order of. their creation. Some of them were created in the 
firit beginning of time.in the firit moment wherein time firt be~ 
gan,to wit, the higheft heaven, withthe inhabitants thereof, the _ 
Angels ; and the earth, thac.is, ‘the ride maffe or firit common 
matter. of the:inferiour, world and all -che:creatures therein. 
Some of them were created inthe progreffe of time , or in times 
diftin®., even in fix-feverall dayes, to wit, all the-reft of the 
creatures :.and they are diftinguifhed by the .time and alten of: 
. B 2 í their 
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theircreation. Some were created the fitft day, fome the fecond; 
and the reft feverally in the reft of the fix dayes , ahd they are de- 
feribed by their feverall names and natures, as (hall appeare here- 
after, when they come to be handled diftinctly. - 


CHAP. I. 


Of the Creation in generall. What the Hebrew word fignifieth. Of the- 
“Author , Time , Objett , and Forme of the Creation. Af deferipti- 
on of it: demenftrated in all the parts. The Manner of Creation , 
in foure things. Angels had no hand in the Creation. Foure #fes of 
the Point. LE ag ARNE NS SEES T: PRPS 
pom firit thing now to be Rood upon, is the creation in gene- 
rall, as it is defcribed in the generall‘nature of it, by the 
name,the Author or cau(es,and the time when ic firft' began, and 
when it was done, and that chiefely inthis firit verle: ` 
Firft , Creation is here fet forth by the name of it in this word 
n5 created. Secondly,by-the Author or fole efficient caufe of ic ~ 
owys,God. Thirdly, by thecime when God began the creation, 
mower, inthe beginning;and wherein he perfected that worke, 
in fix dayes. Fourthly , by the forme and manner of: ic; verf 3: 
Tocreate God fa ids, ye dit mas done. « -: KS n Bt a wh ge Ni 
aha. Firft, the word yqya, created; if it bee rightly underftood ac- 
1.  Còrding tothe true and proper fignification of it in this placesymay: 
give great light to the matter in hand. Twill therefore firit di- 
. {tinguifh it according to the feverall fignifications in which -it is 
- nfed in the Scriptures, and will fhewin wharfen{e ic is here to bë 
taken, and then will come:neere to the matter! Firft, it fignifies 
properly’, that extraordinary miaculous worke of God by which 
he gives a fubftance, and fubitantialf being to things which before: 
wete.not,and doth make them either of nothing,or of fome mat- 
rer which hath in ir felfe nomaturalf fitnefle or-difpofition tofe- 
ceive fuch a. forme , orto be turned into fach a:fab{tance:ehtus it is 
ufed, Dent. 4. 32. intheféwords from the'day that God created man. 


And Pfal.1 48:5. He commanded, and they were created: 


2. «Secondly, bya metaphore, this: word fignifies thé extraordina- 


ry works of God, whichare very like unto the creation , becaufe 
r n aa 
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they are done by a fupernaturall power, and faddénly broughe 
forth as it'were otic of nothing, when there was nò meanës or 
natural! difpofition going before. Thus the a& of regeneration 
(in which the wicked corrupt heart of man,which by nature is un- 
fit for any holineffe, and moft prone to wickedneffe,is changed in 
a moment by the Spirit of God , and becomes a.cleane creature 
and a new man)is called creating, P fal.51.12.Thus are all great and 
miraculous works of God called creating : When heë raifeth up 
wonderfull ftrength out of weakeneffe , and by them who areas 
nothing,doth overthrow mighty gyants and {trong armiessthis 1s 
calted creating, Exod 34. 10. When God ofa ftubborne , ftiff-nec- 
kedination, and of a people fcarteredsdefpifed,and counted worfe 
than nothing , raifech up and maketh a moft holy peopleand glo- 
rious Church,as he will doe in the ‘laft converfion of the Jewes,this 
is called commonly in the Prophets by the name of Creation , as 
Pfal: 102, 18. and Ifa. 43. 7: and 65. 18. And when the Lordin 
his juft wrath doth raife up evill’, and ‘deftruction to the, wicked 
out of good things; which naturally turne to good ; this is called 
creating , Ifa. 45.7. and’ fo every ‘fay fing up; of things’ without 
meanes, as Pfal. 104. 30. When God fuddenly beyond meanes or 
expectation, by the fupernaturall power of his Spirit renewerh 
the face of the earth, itis called creating 7 ta oa 
- But-in this plate che word is to be taken in, the proper fenfe, for 
making things éicher of nothing’, ot of matter made of nothing, 
andof iefelfe unfit. and Without natural difpofition for réceiving 
any-fuch forme-as'thas which'God “doth give unto it. The werd 
chus.expounded Sheweth whar creation is,even'a making of things 
out of nothing's6r of ‘rudé'matrér.undifpoted for fucha, forme 
and beinig,as-God in an inftant'framech out of tt. And fo ie differs 
from»all othdt kindés*of making and producing things; as from 
natutall generation-of living creatures , ahd of clowds » talne., 
thundér, and the reft, which are made by an ordinary power Òut 
of matter fitted’ for the forme.of things p roduced and from all 
acrificiall making of things, as houle ; and orher things mad by 
att’; ofimatterfrredand prepared. 7 S n e gp 

The fecond'thing by which.creation is de‘cribed, is theaurhor. Author of 
and’caufe of it,expreffed in the word uny N, God: which word is creation. 
not here ufed metaphorically, co figniue Angels, falfe Gods . and 
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men who are minifters.and vicegerents under,God., as itis fome- 
“times uledin Scripture s, buc.it isheretaken in.che fenfe, which is 
moft common and frequent in the originall., that is for the true 

God, and is one of his facred Names. And it isa word of the plu- 

“rall number, and in many places is joyned.with verbes of the plu- 
“rall number ; and chat for his end, to teach us, that though God, 
“whofe name this is, bee but one in nature and effence; yetin thar 
“unity, of effence , and in chat one eternal! Jehovah, there isa-plu- 
ralitie,that is, a Trinity of Perfons. This word therefore dotlyhere 
plainely intimate unro us , that Creation is anation of the whole 
Trinity , and that it is the joint. worke ofall the three Perfons , 

even of God the Father ,,God,the.Sonne, and.God the Holy 
Ghott-; and this fhewes, phat neither Angels, nor falfe,Gods ;: bur 


x i dy pe 4% Ey y? Se ser ani Sets mS pss A D , 
Fehoval the true God,i+the Author of the Creation, as appeares, 
Cap. 3 P e i 3 ant awe = í ~ - 


_ The third thing by, which.the Creation is deferibed, is the'timie 
ofit , both the firit time in which: God beganto create , and did 
create the higheft heaven, and the mde mafie , the earth; and alfo 
the progrefle oftime in whieh God created all vifible things.in 
‘Srder Vand finifhed the whole frame of the viable world: Thisis 
expreffed’ in the word pwysa- :47. the beginning, and in other 
parts of the Chaprer which mention the particular dayesin which 
every thing was made. For rhis word though fomerimesit figni- 
fies Eternity , and intimates unto us the eternall being of the Son 
of God, together with the. Father from all eternity,and before all 
worlds, as Prov. 8.22. where eternall Wifdome faith , The Lord 
polfelfed me in the beginning of his way before his works of old: and Fohr 
T. 1. -Jn the beginning was the Word: yet molt commonly and fre-: 
quently inthe Scriptures, Re i, downe ab(olutely, as:in-'this. 
place’, it fignifies'either the firit moment ; and beginning of all 
time , as inthis verfe; or elfe the firft fx dayes.of the creation,ot 
any one of them, in which dayes God made & finifhed the whole 
frame of heaven and carth, and all the hoftof them, as J. 46r0.: 
whéře God is faid to declare and fo, retell che end ofall chings frome. 
the beginning that ts,from thé fix LIS of the creation, in which: 
God began to ipeake to man and foretell his endjand 7oh.8.44. 

where the Divell is called 4 msurtherer, from the beginning, that is, 
from the talt day of the Creatis in‘which;Godmadei& the atin 
is — LD ai j marres 


Time. 
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‘Of the Time of Creation. * ` 


marred man,and brought him under death. The time of the crea- 


tion,as here I take it in generall, is not onely the firit moment of 
time,as in this verfe it fignifies, but alfo the fix dayesmentioned 
diftin@ly in the reft of the Chapter. For the higheft heaven , and 
the rude matter, the earth, were created inthe firlt’ moment of 
time, and all other things in the {pace of fix dayes, asthe hiftorie 
molt plainely teachech. meni > : as d 
Some, befides that whiclrI have obferved from-this word , doe! 
gather alfo,that the time and monetli.of the yeare in which God 
created the World; was the feventh moneth, which wee call Sep- ` 
tember. The'ground of their conjecture is a Cabalifticall conceit ° 
of fome Jewifh Rabbins : to wit, becaufe the'lerters of the word 
Ona, which fignifieth in September ,-are the fame with the let- 
cers? of the word MUNSI which fignifies here. ix the beginning 5. 
and therefore, :as theletters of the one word , if they be tranfpo- 
fed make up the other word , fo both words agree in onetime ; 
and this beginning was in the moneth September. Buc their 
eround is deceitfull: Firtt,becaufe September,whichis the feventh - 
moneth,is called in the pure Scyipture‘Hebrew many, 1 King.8.2- 
and Wn is a word of the corrupt Rabbinicall Hebrew tongue, » 
and therefore Gods Spirit alluded nor-to it. Secondly , the word 
moni. hath the letter (N) in itmore thanthe word wna, 
and fo they doe not perfectly agree. Thirdly:, the Rabbins-and 
Cabalitis doe not agree among themielves in this:concett’: For: 
fome of them have anorher tonceit;that theJetters‘of this word 
are the fame with the ‘two words UNY ma, the firft or chiefe 


houfe, that is, che SanAuary:. Others that ir hath the fame letters < 


which makeup the words Ost m®3 , chawis, the Covenant of fire, 
to thew the purity of thé burnt offerings made by fire; And many. 
other fuch conceits they have concerning: this word ; which ito 
repeat were loffe of time. 90) i Brune «nu ay 1 De 

I am not ignorant that fome-dearned men , and judicious di- 
vines doe hold this opinion of the worlds creation in Autumne 
and September’, but foriother reafons ; ‘efpeciaily vbecanfe An- 
cumne is the time when all fruits come to perfeGion , and there= 
» fore Gods creating of all things perfeé was'in that- time: of the 
yeare. But this is no good reafon #:for many creatures fave thein 
perfection and glory in the Spring-tine’; ashhearbs , flowers, aa 

uc 
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fuch like. And birdsand beatts , doe-chiefely breed in the Spring EA 
and the Spring revives the things of the earth , and makes them 
frefh and greene. And:the caufe’ why many. fruits come not to” 
perfection tall, Autumne ; is the-corruption of,the earth and the 
curfe Jaid on it for mans finne. Inthe creation things when they 
firit began ivere perfect , and fo would they be in the Spring and . 
all the yeare, ifman had not brought a curfe upon them. There- . 
fore I leave fuch:curious points;as not needfull to be determined; 
off I incline to-any,opinion concerning the time of the yeare , 
itis that the world was created in the Spring, when the day and 
night are €quall and both of one length in all the world, thacis , . 
inthe moneth; max Abib; which is part of March, and pare ot , 
Aprill. Forthis,God feemes to. teach, Exid, 12..2. where heein- 
joines the Ifraehites to account thág for-the firft; monesh of, che 
yeare , contrary to the cuftome and account of, she Egyptians, 


| which they had before followed. nyan TONAR 
Obje&e ` The fourth thing by which thecreation.is defcribed , is theOb- 
jetorefe&si, thdr 1s, the things created, even the Heavens and 
-the Earth andall-things in them:For it is faid, God created the heaven : 
audthe earth: > > i MEUT EY , 1a OD: = 
Forme. Fhe fifth thing is the Forme and manner of the creation,to wit, 
, by faying, Let it be done, and st was done ; this appeares,verl. 3, 6, 9. 
which implies alfo.the matterand the end. Now here a queftion 
Whar — may bee moved concerning this word of Gods; whether it was 
word it  abyos @esgbesios a. word {poken and-uttered with a found, like that 
a" which God fp2ke from Mount Sinah in giving the Law ; or asyos 
éuguross the inbred facultie of reafon and underftanding ; or-Asyes 
ed veiberos, an inward thought of God.caufed by outward objeAs; 
or whether it was A976 éuéor08, and ¥otedns,the {ub{tantiall and eter- 
ņ hall Word; the Sonne of God, Firft, ic cannot bea word {poken 
andutrered with a found ; for that requires aire as che medium of 
it,and there was none when God faid , Let there-be light ; there 
2  wasnoeareto heare, nor any ufe of fuch words. Secondly , it 
cannot be any inward thought of God, now beginning to thinke 
of the creation and being of things ;for this purpofe was in God,as 
$ all thoughts are, from all eternity. Neither is this word, the Son 
of God, now fpoken that is begotten, and not till now, as fome 
hereticks dreamed.; and this faying of God the begetting of the 
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Defcription of the Creation. ° 


Soz. For, the Son is God, the creatour coequal! and coerernal o 
the Father , and that God which faid , Lee there be light ; and, Let 
there be a firmament , Oc. Wherefore the true meaning of that 
fpeech , is this: That , as Godrhe Farher, Son and Holy Ghoft , had 
decreed and purpofed, from all eternity , ro create all things out 
of nothing ; fo in the beginning, inthe firit moment of time, the 
Father, by hiseternall Word the Sow and by his Spirit , not as in- 
ftraments, but chiefe agents with himfelfe, did actually put his de- 
cree in execution , and that fo quickly asa word can bee fpoken 
with the tongue, which hath before been conceived in the heart; 
and that all was done at Gods beck and command, moft eafily, 
without any toile or labour; andthat , as the word {poken is the 
revealiné of mans will , {6 the creation was the declaring of Gods 
eternall will and purpofe , by the open execution ofit ; and, ina 
word, that God by his Wifedome, Will, Goodnefle,and Power, 
which are his attributes , by which , as by a {peaking word, hee is 
made knowne to men, did create and make all things, and, for an 
end, not in vaine, for his word is never in vaine. Now from thefe 
things laid down plainly in the words of this firit verfe,and in the 
véeres following, wee may gather this defcription of creation in 
enerall, viz. i 

That it is , the firft outward a& or worke, of God Almighty, 
the Father, Sonne and Holy Ghoft, performed in the firit beginning 
of time, by which, hee immediatly brought all things out of no- 
thing, according to hiseternall purpofe, and gave the firk being 
to the world ,and every creature therein, when as they were not; 
and that by his owne infinite goodneffe, wifedome, power, and 
will , actually working , and {ike a powerfull Word and com- 
mandement,bringing all things to pafle out ofmeere nothing; or 
that which was as nothing made of nothing , without any inftru- 
ments,toile,labour,alteration or delay, for the revelation of him- 
felfe . and for the communion of his goodneffe and glory. 
' This defcription truely gathered from this text and this hifto- 
rie, is in whole, and in every part confirmed by other teflimonies 
of Gods holy infallible Word. 

Firtt , creation is az outward att or work, becanfe it is not with- 
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A large 
defc;ipri- 
on of Cre- 
ation. 


Taken ine 
tO parts , 
and pro- 
ved. 


I. 


in God himfe!fe*, but his making of things, and giving to them a opus ad 


being , differenc from his own effence. 
C Secondly 


€xi(ra. 
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Of the Author of the Creation. 


Secondly, it is Gods fir? outward a&,becauf ic was the giving 
of the firit being to all kindes ofcreatures ; in which, and upon 
which, hee exercilech all other outward works : thefe two points 
are manife(t and need no further proofe. r 

Bur as fcr thu third point ,the Author or firft caufa, God the 
Father ; Sonne and Holy Ghoft : wee have manifett proofe of it in 
Scripture , able to fatisfieany reafonable mind. Firft, that the 
Lord Jehovah the only true God (not Angels) isalone the Crea- 
cour of all things. Holy Job tefiifieths faying , that hee alone 
fpreadeth out the heavens , and treadeth upon the waves of the Sea, 
Job 9.8. And //4, 44.24. 1, faith Fehovah, am the Lord that 
maketh allthings, that ftretcheth forth the heavens alone , that fpreadeth 
abroad the earth by my felfe. Secondly , that all thethree Peffons are 
equal! in this worke ; and as they all are one God, fo are one 
Creatour ofall things; it is manifelt, Job 35. 10. Where the Crea- 
tour ofall things, is called inthe plurall number "wy, my makers, 
that is, more Perfons than one , even three Perfonsin one God : 
and Pfal.149.2.Let Ifraelrejoyce yy ain them that made him; and 
Ecclet.1 2.1. Remember thy Creators PNIA : and If#54.5. The Lord 
thy makers is thine husbands,the Lord of hoitesis his name. Forthe , 
Father in particular , thefe is no doubr, all confeffe him to be the | 

rearour,and fo the Scriptures teftifie,Prov.8. 22, 23. and Heb. 
1.253. For the Son alfo we-have plaine texts,that by hem all things 
were made, and nothing without him: Fobn 1 3.10.and Foh.5. 1751 9» 
1 Cor, 8. 6. Col, 1.16, Heb. 1.10. And as the Spirit is one God 
with the Father , and the Sonne , fo his hand wrought with them 
in the Creation, as appeares, Gez. 1. 2. Where it is faid, the fpirit of 
God moved upon the face ef the waters, that is, cherifhed the rude 


maffe, as the Hen doth her egges by fitting onthem, and fo gave 


= D ?: 
forming vertue to them; {0 the Hebrew word fignifieth : and Job 


26.13. God is faid by his fpirit,to have garnifhed the heavens: and Fob 
33.4. The fpirit of God hath made me , faith Elihu : and Pfal. 33.6. 
By the Word of the Lord, (that is, the Sonne) were the heavens made , 
and all the hoft of thems by the breath of his month, that is, his {pirit. - 

Fourthly, for the time of the Creation,weneed not ftand much 
upon proofe of it. This Text fheweth,that it began in the begin- 
ning or firt moment of time : And in fix dayes yit was perfected 
and fully finifhed , as the reft of the Chapter fheweth : Ie was of 


old 
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old that God founded the earth , and made the heavens, as the 
Pfalmift ceftifiech , Pfa/.102.25. that is,in the firit beginning 
oftimes. And reafon tells us, that time being a circumttance, and 
infeparable companion of creatures vifible , mult of neceflity be- 
gin together with their being. Yet one thing is worthy to be no- 
ced inthe time ; namely, That, whereas God was ablein the firit 
moment, to create all things as he did the higheft heavens,and the 
rude maffe , which is called the earth in my Text, and which was 
the common matter of all thevifibie world : yet he did diftribute 
and divide the creation into divers aéts, which are diftineuifhed 
one from-another by the effects, that is, the creatures made ; and 
by the feverall times and dayes alfo wherein they were perfor- 
med. Which point wee will infift upon , as it well deferves, when 
we come tothe feverall aéts , performed particularly in feverall 
dayes of the Creation. . 
The fifth point in the defcription, is the generall objett , and ef- 
& of creation, to wit,all things and the firit being of thera:For, 
ere the objett , and effett , concurre and are altogether the fame. 
The world and all things therein, and the firft matter of which 
they were made , as they are the onely things about which the 
aét of creation is exercifed ; fo they are the object of creation: 
And as they are, things made by the creation, fo they are effects 
of it. Now this general] objet? and effect , as it is truly gathered 
from the enumeration of all the kindes of things created, which 
are numbred in this Chapter and the next, and is plainely expref- 
fedin the defcription: fo it 1s abundantly: ceftified in all the Scrip- 
tures; as J/2.44.24.and (olof. 1.16. and Exod. 20. 11. where all 
things in heaven and earth , vifible and invifible , are faid to bee 
made, created and formed by'God: Yea , the firft rude matter 
ic felfe, out of which the inferior world was made , is here in my 
Text faid,to be created by God. And this is confirmed by reafon, 
drawn from the nature of God, and his Name Jehovah. For God, 
as this Name fignifieth , isan abfolute effence of himfelfe , and 
the firt being of all , and the Author ofall being : Therefore, 
every thing which is, or hath being, muft needs be of him, and be 
his creature. 
The fixeh point in the defcription,is the matter out of which,God 
created all things: under which a comprehend two nca 
: 2 the 
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opened. 


Of the Matter out of which God created all things. - | 


the matter Improperly fo called, or Terminum a quo, from 
whence God brought the firit being of. all things immediately : 
And that was either zegative even nothing , or their not being at 
all; or pafitive, their beingin Gods eternall purpofe onely. This 
was the firt matter which God hadto worke upon in the firft 
immedia‘e act of creation, Secondiy, the matter properly fo cal- 
Jed, that is either the rude maffe made of nothing , which was 
without forme, and void; or the foure Elements,which hadin them 
no forme or being of the things created , and {0 were as nothing 
in refpect of that being which God gave to every particular thing 
which he madeofthem. For proofe of this, we have a plain te- 
ftimonie, Heb.1 1.3. where the Apoftle faith. By faith we anderft aed 
that the worlds were framed by the word of Ged: Sothat the things 
which are feen, were zot made of things which doe appeare. Here it ts 
plaine that hee {peakes, 1.Of creation in generall, in that hee 
faith, The warlds mere framed, 2.In that he denies the vifible. world 
tabemade of any naturall things, which doe appeare to any fenfe; 
heseby bee fhewes, that their firft matter was made of nothing ; 
and if they had no matter before the creation, much lefle had in- 
vifible fpirits any matter. 3.In that hee makes this a matter of 
faith to bee. beleeved, not to bee knowne by reafon ; hereby hee 
fheweth, that there was a creation of their firft being out of no- 
thing : for reafon, without faith, can apprehend a making of 
things of matter fitted and prepared. 4.In that hee doth not fa 
fimply, that they were not made of any thing ; but faith, rather, 
they were not made of things which dae appeare ; hereby hee inti- 
mates, that they had a being in Gods purpofe and fecret counfell 
before. Reafon alfo gathered from the prefent Text doth prove, 
that no creature In the world was'made of matter uncreated , or 
of matter co-eternall with God : for here it is faid,that God firft 
made the rude matter,which was without forme,which he needed 
not to have done, if there had been any eternal! matter uncrea- 
ted. 4 ‘ 

Secondly , this matter could not fubfift but by the Spirit of 
God, exercifing his creating power upon it, as the fecond Verfe 
fheweth : Therefore allthings were made of nothing ; fome im- 
mediately , as the higheit heavens, and the firft matter, called 
earth, and the forme.ofevery thing ; and fome ofa matter either 

thar 
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thae firft without forme, orel{e unfit for fuch a being , as God 

made out of it. l 

The feventh thing in the defcription is the forme and mannerof 7. 
the creation in generall, and thatconfitts in foure particulars. Manner of 
r. Firft, that God in the creation had no moving cafes to move ceton 
him thereunto, but his owne will , goodneffe, wifedome , and thinss. 
: g% 

power ; and by them, and according to them hee created every 

thing, Firft, that God created all things by the free liberty of 

his owne will, and according tohis owne good plea{ure 3 and was 

not by any neceffity compelled thereunto , it appeares plainly, 
Pfal.115.3.and 135.6.where it is faid, that God hath done all 
things whatfoever pleafed him : and whatfoever pleafed him he hath done 

in heavensearth, fea, and all deep places : and Revel.q.11.itis faid, 

that God hath cteated all things-, and through his will and pleafure 

they are created. Secondly, that God created all chings by his 
goodneffe, andaccording to his good pleafure., as the places lat 

cited doe fhew ; fo alfo the goodnefle, which at the firft crea- 
tion did appearein-every thing created, proves it moft fenfibly : 

For as it is faid of Light, that it was good, Verfe 4, and fo likewife 
of every other thing, that it was good ; fo of all in generall, which 

God had made, that they were very good.. Now all goodnefle in 

the creature comes from the goodnefle of the Creatour, and is an 
. Image and fhadow of it : Therefore certainly God by, and accor- 

ding to his goodnefle createdall things. Thirdly, that God crea- 

ted all things by his wifedome, and according to it,the Scriptures 
aboundantly teftifie, P/al.104.24. where David faith, Lord, how 
manifold are thy workes, in wifedome haft thou made them all! and Pfal. 

T $ 6.5. The Lord by-his excellent wifedome made the heavens : and 
Prov.3.19. The Lord by wifedome founded the earth. And this is im- 

plied, Prov.8,27.where Wiledome faith , Whea God prepared the 
heavens, I was there. Fourthly, that God createdall things by his 
mighty power and ftrength,the Prophet Jeremy teftifieth, Jerem. 
32.17. laying, O Lord God, behold thou al made the heavens, and 
the earth by thy great power and ftretched out arme, And Saint Parl 
afirmes, that Gods erernall power is feen from the creation of the world Rom.t,20, 
in the things which are made. Therefore the firit particular concern- 

ing the inward moving caufes maa with God, is manifelt, 

3 co. 
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to wit, That God by his will, goodneffe, wifedome, and power 
created all things. me 

2. The fecond particular , by which the forme and manner is 
fet forth, isthis, That God created all things himfelfe, without any 
infiruments at all, by his powerfull word and commandement. 
This is expreffed in the Text, which faith, ca \m>n, that is, God, 
the three perfons did but fay of every thing, Let st be, and it was 
fo. And inthe fecond Chapter Mofes makes this manife(t, Ver. 
4,56. where he profeffeth, that God ufed no fubordinate means, 
no not fo much as raine , or moiftening vapour , or the hand of 
man in the creating of plantsintheearth. And //2.40.12,13. the 
Prophet afcribes to Godalone the framing and ftretching out of 
the heavens and the earth, without the couxfel, dire&ion, or mi- 


. niftery of any other therein. For howfoever the creation was ac- 


cording to Gods erernall counfell, and in the creation of man, 


- Godis brought into fay, Come, let us make man, as if hee did con- 


None but 
God 
wroughe 
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creation: 
Argu- 
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I 
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fult with others befides himfelfe ; yet this is not to be underftood 
of Gods confùlting with any other, but of the confalting of God 
with himfelfe, even the Father with the Son and the Spirit, who 
were perfons of the fame effence with himfelfe, and were the 
fame God, after whofe image man wasmade, and had the fame 
hand in the creating of him. For fothe words (Let us make man sm 
oxr owne image) doe neceflarily imply. Yea, as they all are nN, 
the Son, as well as the Father, andthe Spirit as well as che Son, 
and all are included in that name ; fo it was the joynt and equall 
counfell, and the purpofe and faying of them all, ( omse,ler us make 
man : fo thatthe Son and the Spirit are ioogeyol, joyne Creagors 
and Workers with the Father,not his inftruments;and the power- 
full word of the creation comes equally from all three. But as for . 
Angels, or other inferiour creatures, it is again{t all reafon , yea 
againft all piety and Gods glory’to imagire or dreame, that they 
are intruments ufed by Godin the creation. Firlt, all being is 


_ ofhim, who is Jehovah, the author of all being : Now creation is 
the giving of being, and God onely is Jehovah ; therefore crea- 


tion is onely ofhim. Secondly,in every thing which was created, 
there was fomething made of nothing,even the fubftantiall form; 


-and the matter was difpofed in an inftant or moment. Now this 


cannot 
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cannot be bur by an infinite power , andis an a@tion of infinite 
yertue ; therefore no created inftrument could concurre in any 
aétofcreation, Thirdly, if God could create Angels, the firit 
and chiefeit ofhis creatures,of nothing, when there was none but 
himfelfe, nor any to be his inftrument,much more could he with- 
out inftruments-create infericur creatures. Laf{tly, God proves 
himfelfe to be the true God, and none befides him, by the act of 
creation, //4.43. which proofe were defective, ifany creature had 
wrought withhim in any part of the creation. Thus -the fecond 
particular is manifeft. l 
3. The third particular; wherein the forme and manner doth 
config, is this, That God created all things without axy toile, labour, 
change , or alteration in himfelfe at all. Hee was not changed from 
reft'to labour and motion , nor from idlenefle to bufineffle, nor 
from ftrength to faintneffe or wearinefle , nor from perfect to 
more perfect, neither was any good added to him by the creati- 
on. For (as Saint James faith) though every good and perfett gift ts 
from above, and cometh downe from God the Father of lights , yet with 
him there is no -variablencffe , -or fhadow of thange, Fam.1.17. ‘And 
Tfa.40.20. FLASt thou not knowwe (faith the Prophet) hast thou not 
heard; that the everlasting God, the Lord, tke Creator of the ends of the 
earth fainterh not.neither us weary ? there ts no fearching of his wifdome, 
he giveth power tothe faint; @c. ‘Yea, it-were againtt all reafon to 
thinke, that God could be weary or faint in the creation,in which 
he gave not onely all ftrength, but alfo being toall things. And 
feeing in the creation’God did nothing but what hee willed and 
urpofed fo to doe, and then to doe when he purpofed > and ashe 
had willed to doe ; and feeing hee was'infinite , and all fùfficient, 


and mott bleffed in himfelfe from alleternity , if creation could: 


not adde any perfection to him, or any glory ; it. onely revealed 
his glory upon others, and communicated his goodnefle to them, 


without change in himfelfe , or addition tohiseffence. If any’ 


object and fay,that God by creation became Lord and Poffeffour 
of all creatures, which, being good, were pleafant to him ; and 
therefore fomething was added to him, even Lordthip, Domini- 


on, and Delight : I anfwer, that God in himfelfe , and before his- 


owne eyes, had all things aually prefent to him trom all eter- 
nity, and as fole Lord did pofleffe them, before they had any be- 
C . 
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ing inthemfelves ; and therefore. the addition in thecreation was 
not to him, but tothe things created,to which hee gave beine : 
and when hee created things in time, according .to his eternal 
purpofe, he received nothing to himfelfe, but gave to all things 
their being and their goodneffe. | 

4. The fourth particular, wherein the forme and manner of 
creation doth confift, is this, That things were created, and 
brought into perfe& being wirhowt any delay at all, even ina mo- 
ment of time ; and that creation is not a fucceflive forming of : 
things by alteration and change , which requires fome traét of 
time, but a making of them perfect ina moment , and bringing 
of them at once into perfect being. This:is intimated in this 


‘Chapter, where wee reade, that Gods creating was but this, Hee 


faid, Let things be, and they were, that is, hee made them ina mo- 
ment, as it were by a word, and fo quickly and readily as a word 
isfpoken. To which adde the teftimony of David, Pfal.33.9.God 
{pake, and the exrth was made : he commanded, and it flood fast. And 
‘Pfal.1 48.5. where hee faith of the heavens, .and of the Heaven of 
heavens, and the Sun, Moon, and Starres, that God commanded,and 
they were created, And indeed this is manifelt by reafon drawne 
from the nature of creation, which is a making of things out of 
nothing, and giving a forme and being which was not , even in 
things which were made of matter before created ; as wee fee in 
the foure Elements,and in things brought out of them, there was ` 
fomething , even the fubftantiall forme of them, madeimmedi- 
ately of nothing : now between the being of fomething and no- 
thing, there is no medium, or intermiddle ftate ; therefore every 
thing created, was created êz an inftant , though many in a day, 
and divers kinds, one after another, and not altogether in the 
fame moment, 

The eight and laft thing in the delcription is the end of the 
creation,to wit, Gods revealing himlelfe, and communicating his 
glory thronghout all ages of the world,and for ever, This iscon- 
firmed divers waiesin holy Scripture : Firft,by teftimonies,which 
afirme, that for God and his glory all things were made, that is, 
forthe revelation and communion of God and his glory, Prod Gu. 
God hath made all things for himfèlfe, even the wicked for the day of 
wrath, And 19.43.97. d have called his for my glory. And ¥ g i- 
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This people have L.formed for my. felfe,they (hall hew forth my praife. 
And ‘Rom.11.36. For of im, and by hins, and to him are all things. 
Secondly, by teftimonies, which fhew, that in the event creation 
doth turne to Gods glory ,. for the revealing of him to the com- 
fort of his Saints, as “P/a/.8.1.and 19.1,2. where it is faid, that 
the beholding of the creation makes Gods Name excellent. And 
the Heavens declare the glory of God, andthe Firmament fheweth his 
handy-worke. For certainly, that which in time proves to bee the 
end, that God propounded as an end before all times: for hee is 
infinite in wifdome and providence. Thirdly, the holy men of 
God, moved by Gods Spirit, exhort all people to praife God for 
his workes of creation ; and pray that they may apply them to 
that end, as Pfal.145.10. Let all thy workes pras(e thee,O Lord.And, 
Pfal.t 48.5. Let them pr aife the Name of the Lord : for hee comman- 
ded, and they were created. : . : a 
Thus much for the confirmation of the defcription, and every 
point of doctrine therein contained : I come to the ufe. ; 
ò Firft, this doctrine ferves for direction and inftruction divers Kfe r. 
waies; in that it fhewes God co bee the author of creation, and By crea- 
creation to be his outward worke , and all things to be made by turesa- 
him: Hereby firft it leads us in a ready way to come to che “end® 
knowledge of Gods wifdome, power; goodneffe , and fuch like Ged. 
excellent attributes, even by directing us to behold Godin them, ` 
and to difcerne his eternall power and Godhead ; that hee is not 
like che Idols, and falfe gods of the Heathen, but a God of eter- 
nity, before all things, and all times; becaufe hee isthe Creatour 
of them all : And that whacfoever excellency isin any creature, it 
is in God above all meafure. And therefore when wee fee the 
-mighty maffe of the world , let us thinke how great is hee which 
made this ofnothing. When we fee the glory oft Sun, Moon, 
and Starres, and of the whole Heavens,let us thinkehow glorióus 
is hee who made this glory. When wee difcerne the goodneffe, 
fweetnefle, power, and vertue which is in things created ; let us 
conceive , that all chefe are without meafure in God , andin all 
excellency. Secondly, by this confideration it reacheth us, chat And his 
Godonely is the true Lord and Poffeffour of heaven and earth, fove- 
worthy to be honoured, ferved, and worfhipped of all, and to be "ignty 
fought unto by praicr ; and that all chankes are tobee given to °'"" all, 
him 


“fe 3. 
Reproofe 
totwo 


forts, 


ftrange contradiction, and’ hotrible Se on ,». which God’ab- 
e made'‘that which 


Ie ORE sete 


miens giving eh things to him immediately for his owne 
ufe ; as gold, filver, meat, drinke, clothes, and curious ornaments: 
all Which God rejetteth as things unafefull for him ; upon this 
very ground, and for this reafon, becaufe hee created the whole 
World, and all things therein are his owne already, Pfal.5o.and 
eit.17.25. ‘Secondly, of them, who‘ fret and grudge, and too 
much repine and grieve for the overthrow and-deftruction of 
Kingdotmes, Countries, Nations, Cities, Men, or Beafts , which 
God at his pleafure, and in his juftice doth deftréy for mens ~~ 
an 


3nd over-turne withall their glory. and, being. Who ishe, that in 
fuch a cafe daremucter aganit God ? For hee may doe with his 
owne what he pleafeth : if they offend him,he may. deftroy them, 
and magnifie his juftice, and glorifie his power in their dettruai- 
on; and hecan repaire them at his pleafure. , 


Laftly, here is for all that tult in God, love and ferve him, Kfe 4. 
plentifull matter of comfort again{t-poverty, and all calamities, Comfort 


and perfecuting enemies. No. poverty oughr 0 pinch or vexe 
them ; for God their portion is more worth then all the world : 
all riches, and other things are but the worke of his hands, and he 
can give them when hee will, and will give what hee in his wife- 
dome knowes to be’ neceflary.and profitable. All {trength is of 
umn, and he can weaken'allenemies in a moment ; fo thar if he 
be forys, nonecan ftand againft us: hee can raife {weet out of 
bitterneffe. y y uaar wy" 
Thus much for creation in generall., 
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Of the creature in generali. Names of the creatpre expounded, to [hew 
their nature. Inftrattions concerning the creatures. Five Ufes made 


thereof. i ' 


T9 Efore Ipaffe co the pecial a&ts or branches, of Creation, I 
Br it fit to infift upon the creature in generall, which com- 
prehends under it every {peciall kind of thing created by any a& 
of creation. This Hiltory ofthe Creation, though not in any 
oneword, yet in one fentence doth exprefle the creature in ge- 
netall,:that 1s, the whole frame and. collection.of all things crea- 
ted, Chapt.2.1. in thefe words; Thus were the heavens and the earth 
finifhed, and all she host of them, or all their furniture, that is,whac- 

foever isin them rightly ordered and difpofed, like an Arm 
well marthalled ; fo the Hebrewword Nay doth: properly figni- 
fe. And other-Scriptures, both inthe Qid and. New Teftamenr, 
doe oftentimes in one word propound to nsi the generall confide- 
ration of all joynrly together. Lavill therefore firft {peake of the 
creature in.generall, asitcomprehendsin it the heavens, and ae 
) earthy 
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Names of the Creatures expounded. 
earth,and all things in chem, and that in fuch words and phrafes, 
as Gods Spirit in this and other Scriptures is pleafed to ufe for 


our inftruction, and for the help and illumination of our weake 


nndetftandings. And in this generall defcription, I will frf con- 
fider the words and phrafes, by which the creature in generall is 
called, and will thew what they doe import in their fignification. 
Secondly, I will from thence and other Scriptures note fuch in- 
ftrnctions, as may direct us to the knowledge of the creature in 
generall. And la{tly, will make fome ufe and application fit and 
convenient. , j 

The firt name, by which the creature in generalt is called in the 


thecrea- Old Teftament, isthe Hebrew word 49, which fignifies an #ni- 


tures. 


5 


ver fality, or perfet comprehenfion of all things: By thisname, the 
whole univerfaliry of things created,is called, Pro.1 6.4. where it 
is faid, that the Lord hath made all things for himfelfe ; nor fo 
much as the wicked man is excepted, who is made for the day of 
evill. Alfo, J/4.44.24.the Lord faith, Zam Jehovah that maketh 
all things, [3 wy : Anfwerable to this are the Greeke words, 
TÒ wav, and Tò Ao, ufed by the Greeke Philofophers, to fignifie 
che whole univerfall world, or the univerfality of all things ; and 
To movTe, which iscommonly ufed inthe New Teftament,where 
there is mention made of the creation, and the creature in gene- 
rall, as Johe 1.3. By him were all things made. And Rom.11 slt. OF 


him, and by him, and for him are all things. And Colof:1.16.and Re- 


vel.4.11. But’ yet, aè the Apoftle, ï Cor.1 5.27. {peaking of Gods 
putting all things in fubjectionunder Chrift, faith, that hee muft 
be excepted, who-hath ‘put all things under him : fo here, though the 


“words 53 and zovre« doe fignifie an univerfality, and: comprehen- 


-fion of all things ; yet. it-1s-manifeft by the word: joyned with 


them, that God the Creatour’, whois faid to make and create 


them, is excepted, and all other things befides him'are included. 

: Another name,by which the Spirit calls the univerfaliry of crea- 
‘tures, is-the Greeke word aidvac, which anfwers to the Hebrew 
word ny; and is. alwaies'ufed by Septuagints,in their tran- 
flation of the Old Teftament; to exprefie it. By this name the 
creature in generall is called, Heb.1.2. and 11.3. where it is faid, 
that God by his Son made the worlds, and thatthe worlds were fra- 
nied by the-word efGod. And inthe Syriack and Hebrew tranfla- 

5 tions, 
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tions, the words are NOVY and by: and according to their 
originall and tre notation, they all doe fignifie not onely an eter- 
mall duration and continuance fromthe firk moment and beginning 
oftime, to the Jatt end thereof throughout all ages, and the eter- 
nall dutation of things in the world to come ; bur alfo all the things 
which are meafured by this protratlion and duration of times, and of 
time beyond all times, even all things under heaven, and all 
things above the heavens, as Angels and blefled Spirits, and all 


things which fhall be upheld and kept in being after the end of the < 


world: For the Hebrew word tty fignifies times or things,the 
beginning and end whereof are hidand nnknown to mortall men 
of fhort time, by reafon of the long continuance of them ; and 
the Greeke word aigre, being compounded of &eç and dy, figni- 
fies a perpetuall being, and duration, or whatfoever is alwaies, and in 
all cimes ; and it is ufed in Gofpel to fignifie, not only this world, 
wherein we live in this mortall life ; but alfo the world to come, 
both the Kingdome of glory, and alfo the ftate of all things after 
death ; as appeares, (Mat.1 2.32. and Heb.6.5. 
The third name, by which the creature in generall is called, is 
the Greek word udésqmoc,which is commonly tranflated the world; 
‘and doth fitly fignifie that well ordered, decent, beautifull, and comely 
e of heaven and earth, with all che goodly furniture , and well 
ordered hoft of creatures therein contained. For it is a word, 
which in Greeke doth properly fignifie beauty , decency , and 
comely ornament ; and by ic the Greekscommonly doe call the 
wholé frame of the world, becaufe of the beauty, and comely or- 
der of the creatures therein: and by this name the creature in 
general], and the unixer@liry of things created is called, Matth. 
25.34. Kom.t.20.and Ephefit.4. where the Spirit of God {peaks 
of the creation and foundation of the world : And lett we fhould 
thinke, that by this word vésuoç, is meant onely the inferiour and 
vifible world, the ho!y Apottles, when they fpeake of it,adde the 
word Tate, ald callic ters TS udops, as appeares, I Cortz.1.20. 
and Ephef:2.2. to fhew that theré is another world, even the in- 
vifible, called alfo by this name : And Joha 1.3.the Evangelift ha- 
ving affirmed, that all things were made by the eternal! word, 
doth in the 10.Verfe thew,chat this tæra, all things ,was 6 niop40¢, 
the world, I am not ignorant that this word is ufed alfo ina more 


{trict. - 
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(trict fenfe, and that it fignifies fometimes the habitable world, 


- or circle of che earth inhabited by men, as Matth.4.8. and Fehn 
"1.9. Sometimes men inhabiting the earth, as Rgm.5.12. By one 


man fin entred into the world, Sometimes the elect, who are the 
chiefe ones of the world, and of mankind, as Fohz 3.16:and 2 Cor. 


§.19.and r Foha 2.2. Sometimes for the carnall,unregenerate,and 


reprobate multitude of mankind, as Foha 14.17. Whom the world 
cannot receive : And 17.9.1 pray uot for the world.Sometimes earth- 
ly things, as Gal.4.3. oppofed to fpirituall ; and fometimes finfull , 
and corrupt things oppofed to holy and heavenly , as Galat.6.1 4. 
But the moft full and proper fenfe is that which I have firft na- 
med, and in that fenfeic 1s ufed in all places, which fpeake of the 
creating and founding ofthe world;and fionifies the whole frame 
of heavenand earth, with the furniture of chem. 

The fourth name, by which the creature in generall is called, is 
the Greeke word xfioue, or wltoig, which properly fignifies that 
which is créated, and made of nothing , by the a& of creation ; by 
this name the creature in generall is called , as it comprehends 
every thing created either ia heaven, or earth, or ia the fea , or under 


the earth, Revel.5.13. And by this name ufioig, the whole world 


iscalled, Mar.1 3.1.9. where our Saviour faith, There fhall be fuech“ 


‘affirtlion as was not from the beginning of the creature.which God crea- 


InftruaGi- 
ons con- 
cerning 
the crea- 
CULES. 


red, that is; of the world, xéous, as the word is rendered by the 
Evangelift Matthew, Chap.24.21. f 

Now from thefe feverall names ufed by the Spirit of God in 
Scripture, to fet forth the creatures in generall, that is , the uni- 
verfality of chings created, we may obierve divers things for our 
inftruction. 

a. Firft, that whatfoever hath any being in heaven, or in earth, 
either in this world, or in the world to come, even all things 
which can be conceived to have a true being , befides God him- 
felfe, are created of God, have a beginning ; and were made out 
of nothing at the firft: This,asic is laid downein my Text, foit ~ 
appeares plainly by all the foure names before cited ,- and 1s con- 
firmed by the Scriptures produced, to fhew the tme fenfe of 
them, to wit, //4.44.24. John 1.3.Coh1.16.and Revel.4.11.And 
befides thefe, wee have many other, as Exod.20.11. Pfal.146.6- 
and P/al.1 48. in which places the heavens, and the heaven of hea- 
vens, 


© 


Inftruétions from the Names of the Creatures. 5 


vens, the Angels, and all the hofts of God, che Sun, Moon, Stars, 
the Aire, and the Meteors,the Earth, the Sea, and all things in 
them are {aid to be made, and created by God: to which we may 
adde, e4l#.14.15.and 17.24. Heb.1.10. 

2. The fecond thing which I obferve from thefe names of the 
creature in gènerall is, That the World was made in perfec 
beauty, fit to flourifh perpetually ; and every creature, as it was 
created of God, was good, perfect, and beautifull in his kind free 
from all difcord, diforder, and corruption. This is gathered from 
the names widvec, and xósuoç by which the World is called ; rhe 
one of which fignifies beaury, ornament,and decencie, free from 
all deformity, difcord, and diforder ; and the other a perpetuall 
being, ora perpetuall flourifhing in being and perfection. And 
the lalit words of this Chapter confirme this fully, co wit, God 
beheld all things which he had made, and lo they were exceeding 


good. The words alfo of God himfelfe, Job 38. from the 3.Verfe, 


wherehe fets forth his manner of creating ail things ina moft ex- 
cellent order , by laying the foundations of the earth fure , by 
meafuring ic as it were by line, by fhutting inthe deeps within 
bounds, by bringing forth the lights of heaven rejoycing, and the 
Angels finging joyfully, and by making all things to flourith. 
Realon alio grounded on the Word*of God doth prove this 


„ plainly :For that which was made in perfe wifedome, and in 
the framing whereof Gods eternall wifedome had an hand, mutt 


needs bee moft beautifull, decent, and flourifhing : For if Gods 
wifdome in Bezaleeland Ahohab,madethem fo excellent in work- 
ing curious and glorious workes forthe Tabernacle, much more 
excellent is it in God himielfe. Now the Scriptures plainly te- 
ftifie, that God founded the world in wifdome, Prov.3.19. that in wif- 
dome hee hath made all things, P/a/.104.24. and that wifdome 
had an hand in ordering all things, Prov.8. Therefore the creati- 
on of the World was in perfect beauty and comelineffe. 

3. The third thing which we learne from thefe names is, That 
the deformity of the world, the enmity of creatures, the corrup- 
tion of man, and the confufion of things created, were not in the 
world, nor in the creatures thereof at the firtt ; neither are they 
Gods handy-worke, nor things by him created : for the world is 
nõouoç, a beautifull frame: And the Scriptures call the worlds 

KIGVAC, 
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o1Svac, things of being, and continuance , not things deformed, 
corrupt, and perifhing. This alfo the Scriptures fhew, Gez.3.that 
the earth was cur fed for mans (ake,and mans finne came from him-. 
felfe,and the Serpent : And Dewt.28.23.and Levit.26.God him- 
felfe inthe Law profeffeth, that for difobedience and (in of rebel- 
lious people hee doth make their heaven over them as braffe, and 
their earth as ¿roz : And €ccl.7.29. it is faid, that God made man 
upright, but they have fought out many inventions. 

I might here alfo obferve from the name xdouog, that the 
world was alfo made in a beautifull and pleafant feafon, even 
the pleafant time of the Spring in all probability ; but I love 
not to build opinions on fuch weake foundations. 

And from the word &iSvac, which fignifies long lafting ages, 1 
might obferve the ages of the world, and difcuffe the queftion a- 
bout the ages and years from the creation; but they may more 
feafonably be touched hereafter, when we come to fpeake of the 
particular branches of the creation. T 

Ufe ie Now Icome to the Ufe of thefe confiderations : Firft, they 
The world ferve to make the thoughts and conceits of Atheifts and carnall 
TE Philofophers hatefull to us ; to wit, that che world is erernall, and 
nab had no beginning, neither fhall have end. For here wee fee, that 

all things univertally weré created of nothing , and are creatures 
formed by God. It is a point of faith above all natural! feafon to | 
underftand, that the worlds were made of nothing,as the Apoftle 
fhewes, Heb.11.3. And that was ic which made Ayiffotl,and o- 
ther witty and learned Philofophers,led by reafon, doubt of the 
creation of the world. Befide, when they obferved the ftability — 
of the heavens, and heavenly hoft, and their beautifull order and 
incorruptible being, this did further them in thisconceipt , and 
made them thinke there fhould be no end of it. But Gods Word 
teacheth the contrary, and fheweth, thar all things were created 
and made out of nothing, except only God himfelfe ; and though | 
they were made perfeét and good, fit to flourith for ever, and 
{ome of them have fill a great remnant of that glory and perfe- 
&ion, as the heavens, which change little in many ages ; yet by 
mans fin they are corrupted and made changeable, and fo much 
more,by how much more neere they come to man : And this the 
Philofophers felt and perceived, infommuch that many of them did 
acknowledge 
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acknowledge the creation, and the end of the world; and even 
eAriftotle himfelfe, though he could not conceive that the world 

fhould be made of nothing by the courte of mature, yet hee did 
acknowledge God the Father Maker and Preferver of it : and fo 
likewile fhall all be contounded,who are not fectled in this truth : 
Therefore let us looke up to God, and beleeve his Word,and hate 

all blind conceipts of worldly wife men ; and fee and behold in 

the moft rationall and wife naturall men, denying this truth of 

the worlds creation, that the wifdome of the world is fooljhneffe, 

and the imaginations of the fleth exmity again{t God. 

` Secondly, this confideration of creation and beginning of all ye 2. 
the world, {erves to make us more admire Gods eternity, andto Admire 
ravith us with the confideration of it. If there could be a man Gods c- 
found on earth , who had lived ever fincethe time of Chrift , or teray. 
fince the daies of Adam or Noah, wee would highly efteém him, 
andfeeketo him from the uttermoft parts of the earth, asthe ` 
Queen of Sheba did to Solomon. But behold, all this world is but 

of fhort continuance, created of God not many thoufands of 

yeares aco, God isbefore it, even from all eternity. And this 

world (hall perifh, but he endureth forever, Pfal.102. And there- 

fore if wee wonder at the long lafting heavens , andche furely: 
founded earth ; how much more ought we to admire the eterni- 

tie of God, the ancient of daies, before all daies and times,and with- 
out beginning or end ! 

Thirdly, though chis world be beautifull by reafon of fome re- 
liques of perfection and beauty remaining from the creation ; yet ROE 
feeing it had a beginning, and is corrupted by fin,and haflensto- northe ` 
wards an.end, letus not fet our hearts on it,orany worldly thing; world, 
but looke up to God, and have our hope and our affections firmly now dege- 

` feconhim, whofe beauties of holineffe fhall not fade as the fa- "Ct" 
{hion of this world doth ; but his glory endureth forever. 

Fourthly,we may here fee,that the world was created forus,& Kfs. 
for ourufe, not for any need which God had of it ; for God was Not God, 
infinitely bleffed in himfelfe without ic , from all eternity : and b" at 
certainly, in that God did not create it, andtime with ic, many pold. 
thoufands of yeares before he did, this is a {trong evidence, that 
God is all-fufficient in himfelfe, and hath for himfelfe no need of 

any Creature. 
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Wifes.  Laftly, ic fervesto make ushare fin, as the Divels poyfon, and 
Hare fin: turne from it, and be afraid to communicate with ir, as wee doe 
Motives» with things created by God ; becaufé it is not of Gods forming, 
but is che corruption of mans nature poyfoned and defaced : and 
all enmity, which isamong thecreatures , vexing and deftroying 
one another, came in by fin; and all rhe pleafure which men take 
therein, is corrupt, finfall,and again{t pure nature : Wherefore let 
us afcribe all deformity, diforder, and difcord in the world to 

mans fin, as the proper caufe thereof. 


CHAE ht. l 

Of Creation immediate, and mediate. The Hebrew words expounded. 
Sundry Dottrines propofed, and made ufefull, Some jp dif- 

` ciffed: 1.Of the time of the yeare, wherein the world was created. 
2.Of the number of the yeares fince this was. Of the higheft hea- 

vens : 5 points propofed. A 

“He creation andcreature in generall being defcribed out of 
thefe words, and the reft of the hiftory of the creation in - 
thisand the next Chapter,I proceed to the feverall parts and fpeci- 
all branches of the creation, which I will unfold in that order in 
which they are here laid downe, and will defcribe the fevérall 
kinds of creatures,which God created together with the ftate and 
condition wherein God created them. 7. S 
_  *The worke of creation confidered in generall, comprehends in 
it two f{peciall branches, asI have noted before. 

The firit is fimple,abfolute, and immediate creation, which is a 
giving of the firit being to things fimply and abfolurely out of no- 
thing, when there is no matter at all ro worke upon. 

The fecond is a mediate and fecondary creation, which isa gi- 
ving of the firit being to things out of a rude, unfit, and undifpo- 
fed matter ; and that inftantly, without any precedent altering, 
or difpofing of the matter of which they are made. | 

Each of thefe confifts of tivo fabordinate branches : Firft, ablo- 
lute creation is either a making of things perfec? out of nothing, 
or a making of things imperfect out of nothing. Both thefe parts _ 
or branches are here laid downe in this firft verfe:Of them there- 
fore I purpofe to fpeake out of thefe words; and for the betrer 

performance 
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performance thereof, I will fift the words particularly in thefirlt 
place, and {o will cometo the Doctrines. 
And for the generall meaning of the words, I have thus far iaid 
it open, That the £r word musa, Bereflith, fignifies the time The words 
of the creation. The word N95, Bara, fignifies properly creating expeun- 
of chings out of nothing, or out of a rude matter fit for nothing, ded. 
and uncapable of any effentiall forme. The word Elohim, inti- 
mates the Trinity of perfons in the unity of effence. The word 
Heaven, isto be taken forthe Heaven of heavens, or the highelt 
heavens. And by the Earth, is meant the rude matter, out of 
which God framed the whole inferiour vifible world. Inow 
come to fift the words more particularly,fo as that they may give 
light to this firft fpeciall branch of creation, and to the.two par- 
ticular partsthereof. 
The firt word nyo, Berehith, whichis here tranflated inthe 1, 
beginning, may admit a threefold expofition : Firft, if we take the 
word nrUN4, as fometimes it fignifies in Scripture, for the chiefe 
or principall ; or for the firft fruits, which were the first and chie- 
feft of every thing ; then this word may fignifie either as the He- 
brew Rabbins expound it, Berefhith, in or for the chiefe, that is, for 
Ifraels fake, who were the chiefe of the Nations, and choice peo- 
ple of God, God created the heavens and the earth, and in them 
God laid the foundation of all things created : Or elfe Berefhith, 
in the firft fruits, chat is, in Chrift, who is the chiefe and the firft 
fruits of all ; and for the elects fake in him, God created the hea- 
vens and the earth, as fome Chriftians have expounded it. But if 
we take the word Refhith,as it is commonly taken in the Scrip- 
ture, for the firft beginning of a thing; or the firft part of the be- 
ing of it ; or che firft part and moment of time, whereina thing 
comes to have being ; then may this word (Berefkith) fignifie 
the firt part of time, wherein things created came to have 
being ; or the firft part of creation: and this may ‘bee the 
meaning, that in the firit part of time, orin -the firit part of 
.theereation, Godcreated the heavens and the earth;and the crea- 
rion of them was the firt act of creation. This, as it is the expo- The be- 
fition mok commonly held, and generally received; fo I rake it ginning 
to be the bef and fitteft,and that which the Spirit of God chiefly = ra 
intended in this place : for though ic is true, that God created all hie, 
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things in Chrift, and for his fake, and his elects fake efpecially : 
yet here it {tands with more reafon, and is more agreeable ro the 
icope of the place, to thinke, that the firft part of time, or of the 
creation is meant : For firft, ic is manifeft (as thall appeare here= 
after) that here Mofes doth not fpeake generally of the creation 
of all particu'ars, which are after named in the Chapter: Neither 
doth he by the heaven & the earth underitand the whole world, 8 
all the particulars therein contained; but by Heavev,is here meant 


the higheft heaven ; and by Earth, is meant the rude maffe, out of 


which God framed the inferiour vifible world. Now they onely 
were not created for Chrifts fake, but all other things alfox and 
they onely were createdin the firft part or moment of time, and 
in the firit beginning of the creation : therefore it itands with 
better reafon to expound thefe words (4 the beginning) for the 
firt beginning of tzme,or the firft part of the creation, which is 
the fubject of thisholy Hiftory ; then to underftand it-of Chrift, 
chat in him, and for him, the heavens and rude earth was created, 
and for his ele&s fake, for whofe ufe all other creatures alfo were 
created", ” 

Secondly, the Scriptures themfelves doe in other places, which 
handle the fame matter, expound this word for the firft beginning 
of time, ot the firft part and moment of creation, as Pfal.i02.26. 
where David, {peaking of the firft foundation of the heavens,and 
the earth, faith, They were founded of old, that is,inthe firft time ; 
for fo the word nsa} fignifieth, which hee there ufeth in ftead 
of this word Bere(hith ; and which is tranflated by the Apoftie gar 
oyag, iz the beginning, Heb.1.1 0. and therefore it is manifeft,that 
here this word notes unto us the time when this firft act of crea- 
tion was performed, namely, the beginning or frf part of time. 

Some, who held that the higheft heavens and the firt rude 
mafle of the earth were created from a!l eternity, and had their 
being long before the firft beginning of time ; doe here take this 
word Berefhith to fionife from alfeternity, and doe thinke that 
fo it may be tranflated ; from eternity God created the heavens 
and earth. And to this purpofe they bring an example, where the 
words (iz the beginning) fignifie from all eternity, to wit, 7oh.1.1. 
where it is faid, Zz the beginning was tke Word, that ts, from all 
eternity. | | 

But 
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“ But this expofition may eafily be confured by other Scriptures; 
for Exod.20,11.God himfelfe affirmeth, that in fix daieshe made 
heaven and earth, and all other creatures : and therefore the hea- 
vens yvere not created from all eternity, but ż the beginning, im 
the frh day of the creation. As forthe wordsof the Evangelift, 
they mayealily Be anfwered ; for indeed they doe not properly 
fignifie eternity, but the frf moment of time, in which Ged began 
co give being to his creatures.And yet take thefe words (iz the be- 
ginking) joyntly together with other words, which immediately 
follow inthe fare fentencé,and they neceffarily imply and prove 
that the Word! was eternall,and fromall eternity,coeternall with 
God the Rar het’: For hee who was already, and nad a being with 
God, and Was God, and made “all things in the beginning, mutt 
reeds be from all'eternity, and before the firft moment of time, 
in which he was not made nor created ; but was,that is, had a be- 
ing already, yea’ was coeternall to the Father : Therefore thefe 
words (4 the beginnmg) as the Evangelift ufeth them, doe fignifie 
eternity ; but in that he faith, The Word was, that is, had already a 
being with God in tlie beginning, when hee began to give being 
to all other things, this proves by neceflary confequence,that the 
Word was eternal! :and therefore the common expofition ftands 
fure, that here the word (Bereffith) Genifies the beginning, or firit 
part of time. a 
The fecond word of this Text, that is, Bara, created, fignifies 
the giving of firit being to all things , either fimply out of no- 
thing, or out of matter undifpofed for the forme introduced (as I 
have noted ago And by a Metaphor, it fignifies great and 
mighty workes, which refemble the creation ; but here it fignifies 
abfolute creation,or giving the firft being ro the higheft heavens, 
and to the rude maffe or matter of the yifible world,out of meere 
nothing ; for they were created ofno matter before exilting (as 
all doe hold) and of their creation onely this Verfe {peakes. 


That the third word (Elohim) being of the plurall number, fig-. 


hifies three.perfons ‘in one God the Creatour ; and that the 
creation was the worke of all the three perfons ip the Trinity, I 
have before fhewed. Here let mee adde further a Cabalifticall 
proofe, gathered from the Hebrew word N93, which fignifies the 
act of creation, and confilts of three Hebrew letters, which are 
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the firk letters of the three Hebrew words ax 73 and m, which 
fignifie the Father, the Son, and the Spirit : And therefore if the- 
Caballifticall art be of any credit, this act of creating is the work 
of all rhe three perfons, the Father, the Son, and the holy Spirit, 
one and the fame God. | 
IV. yv. The two laf words, and YN, the heaves and the earth, do 
here fignife (as I have noted before) the higheft heaven, and the 
. earth which was without forme and void, thar is, che rude maffe 
and common matter of the vifible world. Some learned men do 
by heaven and earth underftand ‘the whole world , in the fame 
fenfe as the words are, Chapt.2.1.By heaven , they conceive ithe 
highe(t heaven, the vifible {tarry heaven, and the, whale firma- 
ment of the aire to be meant : by earth, the lowett globe.of tho 
earth, which hath the fea intermingled with it ; and by creating, 
they underftand the whole worke of creation in genérall, and 
not that firft {peciall act, by which God made the higheft hea- 
vens,and the rude maffe and matter of the vifible world onely. 
-The main reafon which they have to prove this,is drawn from the 
Hebrew Articles nN, which is joyned wich Ju, and 7, which 
is prefixed before the word YN, earth. The firk of which Arti- 
cles confifts of the firft and laf letter of the Hebrew Alphabet, 
and fo implies an univerfall comprehenfion of all things, which 
were created both the firft and the lat. The other,.to wit, m, is 
of plaine demonttration, and fheweth that this heavenand earth, 
as they now ftand, are faid to be created here inthefe words. But 
this expofition is plainly overthrown by the Text it felfe, and the 
reafon anfwered without any diffculty : Firft,che a& of creation ` 
fpoken of and intended in this Verfe, isthat which was perfor- 
med in the beginning, that is, in the firt moment of time, fo the 
Text afirmes: but the whole world, and all creatures in heaven 
and earth were not made in the firft moment of time, nor in the 
firit day, but in fixe dates ; therefore the whole world is not meant 
in thefe words, nor all creatures in heaven and earth. Secondly, 
if the Articlesms be of generall comprehenfion, then each of 
thefe words fhould fignifie the whole world ; for it is added to 
each of them, and fo the other word fhould be fuperfluous in this 
place. Thirdly, we may fafely grant, that thefe words are of ge- 
nerall comprehenfion, and yetwe need not expound them of cd 
: . other 
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other heaven then thevhigheft heaven , nor of any other earth 
then the firftrude maffe, out of which the whole vifible world 
was made, which was without forme, and vosd,as it is teftified in the 
next words, Verfe 2. For this heaven did comprehend in it the 
highett heaven, and all the hoit and inhabitants of it, the Angels, 
actually. And this earch or rude maffe did potentially compre- 
hend init the whole vifible world, which afterwards in the fixe 
daies was actually formed out of ic : and therefore I take this to 
be the beft expolition, to underftand by the eave , the highelt 
heaven onely where the Angels and blefled Saints have their dwel- 
ling, together with the hol thereof: And by the earthto under- 
ftand (as the next, Verfe fheweth) the rude mafle, out of which 
God after formed the whole vifible and rnutable world , confi- 
ftihg of the {tarry heavens, and of rhe aire, water, and earth, with 
all chingsinthem.. Asfor them: who-here by heaven‘and earth 
underftand the whole world, actually formed and made ; and 
them, who underftand the common feed andrude matter of the 
heavens, both higheit and invifible , and alfo the vifible heavens, 
and the inferiour world ; they exelude out of this hiftory of the 
ereation; the dittin&t and fpeciall narration of the creation of the 
higheit heavens, and of the glorious holt thereof, the Angels and 
fuper-celeftiall Spirits, contrary.to that which Mofes himéelfe 
plainly teacheth, Chapt.2.1. where—repeating fimmarily the 
whole creation in generall,which he had before diftinétly related, 
and inall the parts thereof deféribed in the firft Chaprer, he faith, 
Thus were the heavens and the earth finifhed, and all the hoft of them, 
that is, the Angels among the reft ; for they are called the hea- 
venly hoft; Lake 2.13. h Views aus | 

From the wordsthus expounded, we may gather an excellent 


defcription of the firft fpeciall act of creation , which is called: 


fimple and abfolute creation and of the rio particular branches 
thereof,to wit, : i cat dea Leite 


‘That it isthat act of creation, whereby God in the firft begin- 


ning did create,and give the firft being out of nothing to the 
higheft heavens, and to:the earth, that is, the fir mde maffe and 
matter of the vifible world... 5» |! GE N U 
The parts of this aét are two:The firk is rhat act of fimple cré- 
ation,by which God created out of nothing, and gave a moft per- 
D fect 
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fect glorious being to the higheft heaven, and to all things therein 
contained. The fecond is that act of fimple creation, by which 
God gave the firt imperfect being to that: rude earth, themaffe, 
which was the common matter, out of which hee formed the 
whole inferiour, vifible, and mutable world. 

In this deicription of the firft act of fimple creation , and of 
each branch thereof, wee may obferve foure things: The firft is 
the matter both generall and {peciall, laid downe inthe word Ba- 
ra, created, Secondly, the author of it, God the Father,Sonne,and 
holy Ghot, Elohim, three perfonsin one God. Thirdly,the time 
and order of it,#z the beginning, Berefhith ; it was the firt ad, 
performed in the firt moment oftime. The fourth is the obje& 
or effect, to wit, the things created, the heaven and the earth: The 
heaven 1s the object and effect of the firft particular branch ; the 
earth is the efte& of the fecond. Thefe foure things confidered 

- both joyntly together, and feverally by themfelves, doe afford 
nntous divers profitable inftru&ions, and divers queftions to be 
difcuffed, worthy of our confideration. : eave 

Firlt, che matter and fubftance of this a&, is a fimple and abfos 
lute producing of reall and fubftantiall things out of nothing; yea 
creatures; which of all others were moft perfe& and cloridks, to. 
wit, the highett heavens, and the glorious Angels the eternall Spi- 
rits, which were made and placed there, to ftand in the fight and? 
prefence of God. Now this offers to our confideration an excel~ 
lent meditation of Gods infinite power and omtiipotencie,thew= 
ing it felfe moft'cleerly inthis firft ad ‘of creation ; for in that 
God, contrary to the courfe of all other the moft cunning Arti- 
ficers, did immediately and abfolutely of himfelfe, and by him- 
felfe alone create, and make.out of nothing inthe firt begin- 
ning, the molt perfect creatures of all, even the higheft heavens, 
and the: glorious Angels and eternall Spirits; and fo -the firit att 
of creation was the moft perfect and complete axtiofall. This 

‘Dott.t- reachethus, that God is of himfelf infinite, omnipotent, and all 
Bythe  fafficient in power and in wifdome, able to doe all things, and to’ 
erc2tion Š $ so Oo” 

Godis performeand bring to pafle by. his owne.mighty. hand, inftantly, 
feen to te Without any help, counfell, or advice of any other,the ‘grearelt, ' 
infiniccly and moit perfect,and glorious workes which canbe done,named, 


fe. . - ° z 5 
wite,and or imagined in heaven and earthy Weefind by experience and 
powerfull, = Bare a realon 
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reafon, that all Arrificers, before they have in and of themfelves 
skill and power {fufficient to bring to pafle the workes which be- 


long to their art, doe firft practife by the direction of others in 


imaller matters; and by nie and practice grow more skilfull,and 
{fo proceed to greater and more perfect workes : and becaule the 
moft cunning and exquifite workmen in the world are limited in 
their power and skill to one thing at once, neither can their 
minds intend, nor their under(tandings conceive, nor their hands 
performe all things at once, which are required for the perfor- 
mance ofa perfest worke ; therefore in every fach worke they 
proceed by time, leafure, and degrees: firit, laying a foundation 
of matter ; fecondly, forming and framing of every feverall part; 
thirdly, fitly compofing of all parts together in one, and {o bring- 
ing the worke to confummation and perfection. And fò God 
mult have done in the creation, if hee had not been infinite in 
power, and all-fafficienc : If his wifdome and power had been li- 
mited, he muft have begun with-fmaller workes, and afcended 
by degrees ; and in every worke hee mut firit have either bor- 
rowed matter from ‘others, or- made it himfelfe for to worke 
upon. ~ Secondly; he mutt have tted che matter, to receive a fit 
forme. Thirdly, he mult have introduced: the forme into every 
patt, and have compofed all rogether into one perfect creature : 
But we fee all was contrary ; he performed the greateft and moft 
perfe&t worke at the firft, even the moft glorious heavens,and-the 
eternall Spirits, which are durable,and abide for ever ; therein he 
fet up his glorious throne; and made.an habitation for his blefied 
Saints and Angels. He fhewed that he was all-fufficient in him- 
felfe for the greateft worke, becaufe he did performe it of him- 
_ felfe, before there was any but him({elfe, and no creature made to 
help him. He did not by degrees get his skill, but at rhe firt 
fhewed the belt worke ; and performed it inan inftant: And 
therefore in this firt ac of creation, we may fee, as in a ċleere 
lafle,the infinite wifdome and omnipotencie of God. Thistruth 
is alfo ftrongly confirmed by firme proofes from other Scrip- 
tres,as Fob 37,23. Elihx, that wife upreproved friend of God, 
full of the Spirit, doth from this-very ground, namely, the won- 
derfull creation of the heavens and other things , conclude the 
omnipotencie and infinite wifdome of God, that he is ai 
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the Almighty, All-fufficienc, that he is excellent in power and 
judgement, and that we cannot find him out by reafon of his in- 
comprehenfible wifdome and power. So alfo Job 38.1.and 40.2. 
God himfelfe doth from the creation of the heavens,and the An- 
gels full of glory, and fhouting for joy, and from his making and 
ordering of all things moft wifely prove, that hee himfelfe the 
Creatour is Almighty, one who cannot be inftruéed nor repro- 
ved, and againft whom none.can contend.: And Job himiel fe, Job 
42.2.upon the fame ground and confideration 1s. moved to con- 
fefle, that he knowes God to be able to doe every thing, and that: 
he is infinite in wifdome and knowledge ; that no thought can be 
withholden from him, and that the things of Ged are too won- 
derfull for him to know. The Prophet David alloy Pfal.8.1,2- 
from the confideration of Gods glory:w:which he hath fet above 
the vifible heavens, iti the .bigheit heavens; and from the excel- 
lent nature of the Angels, weighed with himfelfe, doth break out 
into an admiration of Gods excellent greatnefle , thereby made 
knowne ; and wonders that hee, fo mighty a one; fhould regard 
poore man at all; who,though the chiefe of vifible creatures, is but 
a worme, and as nothing before God: Lord, faith hes how excelleng 
is thy Name in allthe world, who haft fet thy glory above the heavens ! 
When I confider the heavens, the worke of thy fingers, I fay, Lord, what 
is man, that thou art mindfull of himor the fon of man that thou vifiteft 
him? And Pfal.t9.1.The heavens (faith he) declare the glory of God, 
that is, the glorious attributes of his: omnipotencie: and infinite 
wifdome. And moft fully and plainly doth the Apoftle Paul 
fpeak to this purpofe in a few words, Rom.1.20. faying, that the 
invifible things of God, even his eternall power and Godhead from the 
creation are cleerly feen, being underftaod by the things whichare made. _ 
The confideration of which eruth ferves firit to incite us,and.al- 
fo dire& us, to make a right and profitable ufe of Gods firft act of 
creation, by putting us in mind, that it is not enough forusin 
reading the hiftory of it,to think of it only as of fome great work, 
and to content our felves with the bare and naked underitanding 
and remembrance of the glorious heavens and Angels , thereby 
created and made ; but that we all ought,by meditating upon the 
excellency and abfolure perfection of that firit worke abovethe 
reft piik followed, to be lifted up unto that further = 
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of the omnipotencie and infinite wifdome of God, and ofhis 
power and Eb tity to doe all things, and to bring into perfect be- 

ing any molt excellent worke at his pleafure,whenfoever he will ; 

- And hereby to be ftirredup and encouraged to rejoyee more a- To re- 
boundantly in the Lord our Creatour, to teft more confidently on Joyce and 
him, when we have committed our felves to his protection, and ; 
he hath received us under the fhadow of his wings, and tohope ~" 
for all bleffings which he hath promifed ; and for the performance 
ofall his promifes in due time and feafon, without hinderance or 
refiftance of any power. As all created things were made for 
fome end, and whatfoever is not fit to ferve for fome {peciall end 

is a meer vanity ; fo the knowledge of things, without the know- 
ledge of the end and ule of them, is a vaine notion fwimming in 

the braine :and therefore the maine thing which we ought to 
drive at in feeking the profitable knowledge of things,is to know 

and underftand the fpeciall ufe of them. Now Gods creating of 

the higheft heavens, and the holt of them in glorious perfection 

by himfelfe alone, in che firit act of creation in the«beginnine; 

doth ferve moft properly, naturally, and neceffarily to fhew the . 
infinite wifdome and omnipotencie of God the Creatour (as is 
before proved) that we feeing therein thefe divine attributes of 
God, as in a glafle, may rejoyce in him, and rett fecurely on his 
promifes, knowing that he will performe and fulfill his word,and 

none can refifthim: Wherefore let us ftudy to make this right. 

ule, thar our knowledge may be found and faving, and may 
bring us on co falvation. 

Secondly, this may jultly {mite our hearts,and make us afha- Ufe 2 
med of our owne duinefe and negligence in this point, in that We Bewaile 
all, or the moft part of us have fo often read, heard, remembred, the con- 
and under{tood in reading and hearing the Word of God, this trary neg- 
great worke of creating the heavens and heavenly hoft, and have ligence- 
beleeved ir, and {poken of if, and fo have pañedit over, without 
feeing, beholding,and confidering in it che wildome, power, and 
glory of God, Alas, there be few amongft us, who have taken 
care to look fo farre into the end and ufe of thefe things of God; 
and that is the caufe, that {cience abounds without conicience,and 
much knowledge goeth alone without any found or fincere pra- 
ctife. O letusbe throughly afhamed of our negligence in the 
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-deem the time hereafter by double diligence, ftudying to fee 
Gods glory in thofe preat workes ; and feeing, to admire his 
wifdome, and to adore hisheavenly Majetty. 

#je3. Thirdly, Gods truth in this doétrine beleeved and embraced, is 
Checks a ftrong Antidote againft all Atheifticall thoughts, which poffeffe 
all Athei- the hearts of divers dull and carnall people, who cannot conceive 
EA thoroughly, nor fully beleeve , but often doubt of Gods omni- 
ofGods potencie and ability, to create ina moment out of meere nothing 
power. moft perfect and glorious creatures, fuch as are Angels and blef- 

fed {pirits, and the heaven of heavens. - Such doubts are the caufe 
that they cannot beleeve in God,reft on his power, and be ćonfi- 
dent in him in cafes of extremity, when the whole world feems 
to be againft them , and all outward helps faile. If they did but 
difcerne the power of God,by the firit fimple act of creation,they 
might know and beleeve, that hee out of nothing can raife more 
help then they can defire or ftand in need of in their greateft ex- 


` 


tremitics. - 

Doét.2. Secondly, in that here in the firft a&t of creation, performed in 
The three the firft beginning of all things, and in the firt moment of time, 
perfons™ God the Creatour is defcribed by the name Elohim, which fignifies 
arcequal a plurality of perfons in the unity of effence (as I have before pro- 
ved) and this act isafcribed to all the three perfons equally inone 

, and the fame word : Hence we may gather a neceflary doétrine 
concerning the confubftantiality, equality, and eternity of all the 

three perfons in the facred Trinity,to wit, That the three perfons, 

the Father, the Son, and the holy Ghoft are all co-eternall, and 

without beginning, all equall among themfelves, and confab ftar- 

, tiall, of the fame undivided nature and fub{tance, three perfons di- 
{tin& in one infinite eternall Jehovah. For plaine reafon tells us, 

that whatfoever had no being given to it, in or after the firft be- 

ginning of creatures, but was, and had a being already in the firft 
beginning, and before any thing was made, yea, was the authour 

and maker of the firft worke of all; that muft needs be of abfo- 

lute eternity; every way eternall, without any beginning or end 

atall. Now fuch are all the three perfons in the bleffed Trinity, 

they all by this word (Eohi are fhewed to be equall inthe firit 

a& of creation ; and fo tobe before the firk beginning of all 

| things, 


times paft, which is too much indeed; and Jet us labour to re- | 
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things, as the authour and caufe before the worke and effeét, rhe 
all are declared to be one and the fame fingular God and undivi- 
ded effence : and therefore this Doétrine doth hence truly arife.. 
I need not here againe itand upon further proofe of it ; for that I 
have done aboundantly already;in expounding the Doctrine of the 
Trinity. + 

Onely the confideration of this truth may ferve firt tocon- Mfr, 
vince all Heretickes of horrible errour and blafphemy, who deny Againtt 
either the Creatonr of the world to be the true God ; or the Son, Antitrini- 
and the Spirit ro be equal), co-eternall, and of the fame fubltance "8S 
with the Father ; as the Arians and others did. Behold here the 
blafphemous fictions of thefe men cut off before they fheot forth, 
and rooted up before they were fowne, by this firfta& of crea- 
tion, as itis here defcribed by the Spirit of God : and therefore 
let us hate and abhorre all fuch dreames and ficlions, as moft 
monttrous and unnaturall, damned in Gods booke, from the firit 
words of the hiftory of the firf creation. 

Secondiy, let useven from this furtheft ground fetch the all- Kfe 2. 
fufficiencie of our Mediatour and Redeemer Chrift, and rhé ef- Truftin 
cacie and perfection of his full fatisfation, that we may reft on Chrift,& 
him confidently witbout {cruple, feare, or doubting. As alfo the p holy | 
infinite power of the Spirit, that. we may reft in his ftrength for Ma 
perféverance. Ifthe Son Chrift,or the Spirit were inferiour Gods, 
and of an inferiour nature, not infinite nor co-eternal! with the 
Father, men might have fome colour of diffidence , and fome 
caufe to doubt of fufficient fatisfaction, redemption, and ttedfatt 
perfeverance. But here we fee the contrary, that the Son is rhe 
Word, by whom all things were made ; andthe Son and Spirit one.the 
fame God and Creatour with the Father; and the Spirit as heis-'in 
the regenerate, is greater every way then he that is in the world, 
I oe 4.therefore let us comfort out felves:inethe all-futhciencie 
of Chrift for full redemption,and of the Spirit for fanStification 
and perfeverance. ` l 

Thirdiy, in that here the firft a& ofcreation. even the creation Te iad 
of the higheft heavens with the hoft of them , and of the:com- Ia the be. 
mon matter of the vifible world out of nothing, is faid to be per- gianinge ~ 
formed ih the beginning, that is, in the firft parc or moment of l 

i tune : 
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time. Hence fome profitable Do&rines arife,and here fome gue- 
{tions offer themfelves to be difcufled. j T 

Dotty.  Firft, we here are taught, That the whole world, andall things 
The therein; even the highett and moft durable heavens, and the fir 
eae matter of the vifible world hada beginning, and were not from 
had abe- @ll eternity, as fome Heathen Philofophers imagined. This Do- 
ginning. ¢trine, as it:is plainly.afirmed in this Text, which alone is proofe 
fufficient ; fo other Scriptures doe:aboundantly prove and con- 
firme it: John 17.24. our Saviour faith, that God the Father lo- 
ved him before the foundation of the world. Ephef-1.4. the Apoftle 
faith, that Godhath chofen us in Chrif before the foundation of the 
„world : And 1 Pet.t.20.it is faid, that Chrift-was ordained before 
the foundation of the world :-And Prov.8.23, the Wifdome of God 
faith, I was fer np from everlaftinge, before the earth was, or ever the 
heavens were prepared. Thefe.and fuch other Scriptures, which 
mention: things before: the-firft: beginning and foundation of the 
world, doe moft evidently fhew, that neither the world, nor any 
part thereof was from eternity ; but with time , andin time be- 
-gan. ‘And ifthisbe-not fufficient to fatisfie Atheifts, who refufe 
to beleeve God or. his.Word , naturall reafon it felfe is able to 

“prove it againft them, by their owne Principles which the 

orante r i : 
Reaf:i. ” Firlt, they acknowledge, that whatfoever is corruptible or mu- 
table by nature, muftneeds have a beginning,and cannot be eter- 
“nall: Now it is manifeft, that the vikelb world , and all things 
therein, are by nature corruptible, and changeable>, and whatfoe- 
ver therein is conftant,unchangeable and incorruptible , it is fo, 
not by any naturall power in ic felfe, but of the free grace of 
Godin Chrift. The Angels, the moft glorious creatures, and the 
fpirits and foules of men, which are created of nothing, they, are 
changeable by nature, as appeares by the fall of the Divell , and 
mans fall and corruption: and therefore it is faid, that hee charged 
his Angels with folly, to wit, them that did fall; and tothe reft 
which ftand he added light, even fupetnaturall light of his An&i- 
fying Spirit, a g«:And although the wileft ofthe Heathen Phi- 
lofophers did gather fromthe conftant courfe ofthe. vilib'e hea- 
vens and the ftarres, thac.the heavens were incorruptible and un- 
changeable ; 
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found by long obfervation of Aftronomers, that there are many 
fixed ftarres, and {trange comets or blazing {tarres , generated in 
the heavens farre above the Moon, which appeare for a time, and 
after doe vanith away, as the late blazing ftarre, s. Anno 1615. 


‘was found co be by certaine demonftration. But for the inferiour 


Elements under heaven,and the creatures therein ; every eye fees 
themto be in daily change and alteration, and to have no con- 
ftancie in them: Therefore the world is not from all eternity. 
Secondly, that which is eternall, hath no caufe fubfifting be- 
fore it ; for any fupetiour to over-mule, order, and difpofe it, bur 
is abfolute of it felfe : And that which hath fach a preceding and 
fuperiour caufe, authour, and difpofer,muft needs have and receive 
a beginning from another. Now fuch is the world, and all things 
therein ; the world, and the whole courfe of it is over-ruled and 
difpofed by God, as every eye may fee : For whereas it is the na- 
ture of Summer to Be hot, when the Sunne, which is the fountain 
and caule of light and heat, is mott prefent with us ; God, at his 


pleafure, for the fins of men, doth tarne our Summers heats into 


cold Winter tormes, and doth drown our Harvefts with immo- 
derate raifie, inthe midft of the dry fcorching dog-daies, as we 
have found of late yeares : So hee makes frnicfull lands barren, 
when they are beft tilled ; and the barren wilderneffe hee curnes 


| into 4 fiuiefull field,and the defart into {pringsof water. Alfo 


daily experience doth teach us, that things which naturally ferve 
for health, are fometimes turned to poyfon ; that which enrich- 
eth one, doth impoverifh another : and that which hurteth one, 
doth help another. All which fhew , that God over-rules the 


i world, and that all things are under his hand , and he is the fu- 


preme caufe and difpofer ofall : Yea,if we obferve all parts of the 


| world, we fhall fee, that the earth and the fea are ruled much by 
_ the heavens,andthe heavensare moved by fome fuperiour power : 
Therefore the world is not erernall , without: caufe or begin- 


l 


ning. : 


” Thef and fùch arguments and experiments convinced ‘the 


Heathen Philofophers and Poets , and forced them to confeffe, 
that the world was not eternal! ; but made in the beginning of 
time, as appeares in Hermes, Trt[megiftos, Pythagoras, Plato, Or- 


phen. 


— 
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pheus, Sophocles, Homer, and others. And even e4ristorle himielfe, 
though he affirmed ftiffely the worlds eternity, and did oppofe 
the fictions of P/ato and others, concerning the making of the 
world ofa matter which was before exilting, and without begin- 
ning ; yet at length he was forcedtoconfefle , and doth in divers 
of his bookes, that God is the authour and preferverof the whole 
univeriall world, as appeares lib.de mundo, lb.2.de gener. corr. 
fer. - This admonifheth us; not to fet our hearts on the world, nor 
Love not Content our foules with fuch things as are therein ; but to looke 
the world, up higher to a better portion, if we defire full fatisfaction , and 
being fo ttue contentment and felicity indeed. He that builds oma foun- 
movable dation, which of ic felfe may faile, and needs a fupporter it felfe, 
hecan never dwell fafely and fecurely, but in continuall feare, 
that his houle will fall on his head ; néicher can he fleep in peace, 
till he hath laid a deeper and furer foundation under that. Now 
here we fee the world is a moveable foundation, it was not from 
eternity, but had a beginning ; and the being of it hangs onan 
higher caufe, even God: And therefore let us nor fet our hearts 
on the world, nor make it our portion; but looke upto God,and 
fet our affections on him, and feeke to him to be our portion: for 
he onely can fill our foules, and he is, and hath been, and thall be 
for ever the fame ; and in him is no variablenefle, nor fhadow of 
turning. , 
‘Ufer. Secondly, this truth ferves to arme us againft all temptations 
Armea- Of Sathan, and all cunning fophiftications of Atheifts, which tend 
gaint A- to fhake our faith in this point of the worlds beginning ; and to 
theifme. makeus thinke, that the world hath been from all,eterniry, we 
have here a fare foundation from Gods infallible Word, and 
trong reafons alfo to confirme our hearts in this doctrine: and 
therefore let-no cavills of oppofers trouble our hearts : Yea, that 
we may more cleerly fee, and more firmly beleeve this truth 
Asina Without doubting, I will briefly thew the weaknefle of the beft 
fome Ob- arguments; which are brought to the contrary ; and, fo will re- 
jections move thofe clouds and milfts out of the way, which feem to eclipfe 
anfwEred. Thet iath pion 7 ee | i | h” 
Objet. The moft- weighty Objections are gathered from Scrip- 
ture termes and phrafes : as for example , from the name which 
the Scripture giveth to the world, and the ages thereof, to wit, 
| caves 


¢ 


The word,Everlafting how taken in Scripture. Al 


eidvas, which comes of &u and dv, and fignifies a being alwaies : 
for fo the world is called, Heb.11.3. Alfo 2 Tim.1.9.and Tit.1.2. 
the times of the world are called xesvav diania, everlafterg times, 
as the Greek words fignifie. - 

The word eiasnov, everlaffing, is two wales taken in Scripture, Arf: 
andin humane writings alfo : Firft, ic fignifies an eterzall being, uri; 
without beginning or end, even a being before and after all 
cimes ; and {o God onely is called oicyog, everlafring , 1 Tim.6, 

16. and the Spirit is called wicsyiev, eternal, Heb.9.1 4. 

Secondly, this word fignifies a being in all times , from the firft 
beginning to the lalt aa of time, but no more’; not before nor 
after ; and thus the world, and the ages thereof are called ever- 
lafting, xiavie. Theplaces objected prove this fenfe ; becaufe in 
them the Apoftle fheweth,that thefe everlafting times had fome- 
thing going before them, and were but times which have a be- 

inning and end: And therefore thefe objeed places make muck 
or this dodtrine, and not againft it. 

The Objections of Aristotle are drawne, 1.from incorruptibi- objeét.2; 
lity, which he imagined to be in the heavens : 2.from this, that 
the world was not generated nor made of any pre-exiftent mat- 
ter, neither could be brought into being, by any naturall genera- 
tion : 3.from the eternity of motion, which he thought to prove 
by this, That no motion can be found in nature,but hath another 
motion going before it. 

All thefe may eafily be anfwered : for firft, the heavens are cor- syfy; 
ruptible by nature, and the vifible heavens fhall perifh :and that ` ~ 
the highe(t heavens are smcorruptible , it is not by power of their 
nature, but of the will of God, preferving them. 

Secondly, though the world was not made of matter pre-ex- 
iftent, nor by naturall generation ; yet it may havea beginning 
fupernaturall, being created miraculoufly of nothing by Geds om- 
nipotent hand, as all miraculous things are-done , which never- 
theleffe are not eternall, nor endure for ever. 

Thirdiy, though in naturall chines we find no motion, which 
hath not another motion going before it ; yer it is not fo in the 
creation, which wasa worke farre above the courfe of nature : fo 
that the Cbjegtions are of no force to difprove this doctrine. All 
that Aristotle with his fabtle wit cculd devife, was nothine baj 
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this, That the world was not made by rhe cour of nature, nei- 
ther did come into being by naturall generation, nor was framed 
out of an etrernail mafle of matter, as P/ato and other Philofo- 

hers dreamed. Alfo that there was no time beforethe world, 
neither fhall chere be any time, wherein the world fhall not be $ 
and that the world isas durable, and lafteth as long as all times ; 
all which we grant without feare ; and yer it doth not follow 
that the world is erernall : For that is properly eterna'l,which ne- 
ver had beginning, neither in time, nor with time, nor before 
time; but as for time it felfe, it hatha beginning and an end, as I 
{hall fhew in the next place: Therefore let us hate and abhorre 
all Atheifticall dreames of the worlds eternity. 

The fecond thing which I obferve from this word Berefhith, in 
the beginning (which Gignifieth in this place the firit being or mo- 
ment of time) is this, That time it felfe is but an adjunct, or cir- 
cum {tance of things created, and hada beginning, and fhall have 
an end with the mutable and moveable world. For proofe of this 
we need feek no further but to the fifth Verfe,where it is faid, The 
evening and the morning were the firft day, that is,time was produced 
by the Word of God, even the firit day rogether with the things 
therein created ; and fo it féllowes of all the dates of the firft 
weeke, they are faid to be made with the workes created in 
them. N 

And indeed in reafon it muh needs be fo; becaufe time is no- 
thing elfe but the continuance of things created and the meafure 
ofthe motions which are in the created world, a day is the mea- 
fure of the Suns courfe from Ealt to Weft, and round about to 
the Eaft againe : An houre is the time in which the Sun runs the 
foure and twentieth part of his dayes motion: A weeke is the 
fpace of feven daies, and a yeare the time whi'e the Sun coeth 
his courfe through the twelve Signes of the Zodiack ; and the 
whole time of the world confifts of yeares monerhs and dates. 
Nowy all chefe had a beginning, and have an end ; yea, there was 
no day till light and dariknefle were made and dijtinguithed ; no 
moneth nor yeare till the Sunne and the Moon were fet in their 
courfe : therefore time hada beginning and is no: erernall. There 
were fome things before all times and ages of the world, 2 Tim. 
1.9. Jit.t.2. 

Firtt, 
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O m a a a a 
~ Firĝ, this ferves to admonifh us , co caft off all vaine thoughts Kfe 1. 
and imaginations of time going before the creation of the 
world. Ic isthe folly of many , when they reade of the worlds 
creation but fo many thouland yeares ago, to dreame of time be- 
fore creation,and co quetticn what Bod. did in that time? A witty 
old man did once anfiver this quellion (as Saint e4a/fs faith) ra- 
cher cauntingly then folidly, viz. That God in thofe times was ma- 
king an hell for fuch curious inquifitors : But the true anfwer is, there 
was no time nor any thing to be done in rime; but God was onl 
in himfelfe moit blefled by contemplation of him({elfe in abfolute 
eternity, in which there is, neither before nor after, no beginning 
nor end: For where there was no day nor night, nor haven to 
move, nor any thing to be meafured by time, there could be no 
ime at all. i 

Secondly, this truth ferves to make us fee our owne vanity,and yz, 
the weaknefle of our owne reafon and underftanding. Letaman sec thy 
of the ftrongeft braine and wit, and the deepeft reach in the ownwealy 
world, doe what hecan, and ftrive and ftraine to theutmoft , he nefe, 
fhall not by humane reafon and capacity conceive how any thin 
can be aloit time . How God could be before the world, when 
there wasno time; or what eternity fhould be, bur a long time 
without beginning or end. And yet this is Gods truth, as my 
Text faith, which cannot lye, thar time was not till the creation : 
Let us therefore here Jearne to fee our owne weakneffe , and the 
fhort reach of our reafon. Let us acknowledge , that while wee 
have our foules imprifoned in our mortall bodies, looking onely 
through the narrow grates of our outward fenfes, we fhall never 
beable to fee, or to comprehend things fpirituall andeternall fo 
as they are. And let this put usin mind to be fumble here , and 
to reft in hope, that the eternity, and the erernall joyes of heaven 
are fuch, asneither eye hath feen, nor eare heard, nor mans heart con- x Coy..9; 
ecived: And let us labour to walke by faith, and not by fight , as 
the Apoftle faith, 2 Cor.5.7- So much for the Doctrines. 

There be alfo two queitions which here offer themfelves to be 
difcuffed : The firft is, What time of the yeare the world was crea- 
ced,and which day & moneth were the firft of the world;without 
the knowledge of this we cannot exaétly tell how long it is fince 
the world was created. The fecond is, How long itis fince that firft 
| Ez beginning, 
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beginning, wherein God created the heavens and the earth : For” 
cMofés doth carefully fet them downeuntiil his time ; and fo alfo 

doe the fueceeding Prophets, which fheweth,that this knowledge 

is not to be neglected. 

Forthe firft queftion : Some hold, that che world was created 
in September, in the time.ofthe Autumnall equino¢tiall. Others, 
that it was created in the Spring time, and in March, when the 
day and night are equall, and of one length in all the world. 
Both thef opinions are maintained by reafons and arguments 
produced out of Gods Word; but the reafons which are brought 
to prove the latter opinion, I conceive to be more {trong and fo- 
lide: and therefore I doe incline to beleeve , chat the world was 


The world created in the Spring time, and nor in Autumne;and that o- - 


began in 


the Spring 
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thers may be better confirmed in this truth, I will propound the 
F on both fides, and will anfwer the one, and confirme the 
other. J . 

The maine Arguments which tend to prove, that the world - 
was created in September, are foure efpecially : The firt, becanfe 
September was from the beginning obferved and accounted for 
the firt moneth of the yeare , both by the Ifraelites and Fore- 
fathers, and alfo by the Egyptians and other Nations : For Exod. 
12.2.1¢ appeares, that March for a fpeciall reafon was made the 
firt moneth to the Ifraelices ; becaufe # that moneth they came 
out of Egypt. And thar till then both they and the Egyptians ac- 
counted September the firt moneth. ; 

I anfwer,that the Egyptians did erroneoufly begin their yeare 
in Autumne ; and the Ifraelices living with them , did for c1vill 
refpects follow their account : And therefore, when they were to 


` depart out of Egypt, God didboth teachand command them the 


right obfervation in bib, or March, Evod.12.2.and called them 
to the true ancient and originall forme of beginning the yeare in 
the Vernal! eqninodtiall, which is in ez, that 1s,March : Yea, 
the Caldeans and Perfians, who were of better credit then the 
Egyptians, did alwaies from the beginning account March the 
ae moneth:-of the yeare : therefore this Argument is of no 

Ices 
Secondiy, they argne, that September wasthemoneth,wherein 
the yeare of Ref, andthe yeare of Jubile did begin by Gods ap- 
] l pointment, 
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pointment, as appeares, Levit.25.9. for on the tenth day of that 
moneth, God commanded the Ifraelires to found the Trumpet of 
Jubile in all the land, and fo to begin their yeare of Jubile and 
Releafe : Therefore that is the true beginning from the crea- 
tion. 

I anfwer to this two waies: Firft, that as the yeare of Reft was Auf; 
not the firft, but che feventh, and the latt of the feven; and the 
yeare of Jubile was the next year after feven Sabbaths of years : 
So the Lord did ftill follow the number of feven,and would have 
it begin in September ; becaufe it was the feventh moneth,and 
not the firit by the order of creation. Secondly, the moneth of 
Seprember, when all the fruit is taken from the ground, and men 
begin co {fow and plant for the next yeare, isthe fitte time for 
to begin the yeare of Reft, and of Jubile, wherein every man 
was Co re-enter into his land which he had fold, as appeares,Verf- 
10,11.and this was the caufe of beginning in September; noc 
becaufe it was the firt moneth of the world, and of the yeare, 
reckoned from the creation: but becaufe it was the fittelt for 
men to give up the land empty to the owners, when they had ga- 
thered in the corne and fruit, and cleared the ground : and fo this 
Argument is of no force. i 

Thirdly, they argue, That the time whereinall things naturally Argum, 3: 
come to perfection, is moft likely to be the time, wherein God 
created the world, and all things therein perfect in their kind,and 
that is Autumne and September,as experience teacheth : There- 
fore it is moft likely to be the firft moneth from the creation, 

This Argument is divers waies defective : Firft, the Rate of the dafw: 
world in the creation, was far different from that {tate of things 
which now is ever fince mans fall and corruption : Then all times 
were both Spring and Harveft, and trees did both bloflome and 
beare perfeS fruit at all times of the yeare : Therefore no cer- 
taine Argument can arife from this ground. Secondly, if any 
time be more perfect then another, and retaine perfection from 
the creation, it is moft likely to be the Spring time ; for in the 
Spring all things begin to revive,and fhoot forth of the earth, as 
ie did in the creation : then are the fields moft frefh and green, 
and full of beautifull flowers, as in the ftate of innocency. And as 
for Summer and Harveit, they doe but ripen things which the 
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-Arguments why the World fhould begin m the Spring. 
Spring hath quickened and nourifhed , and haften them ro cor- 
ruption, and not to perfection, caufing them to die and wither : 
Yea verily, ifthe earth'had not been curfed for mans fin, ic would 


now bring forth in the Spring not onely flowers, and bloffomes, 
and Spring fruits; but alfo all other kinds of fruit : Therefore this 


_ isa weak Argument. 


As for their fourth Argument, which is Cabalifticall, drawne 
from the Hebrew word yuna, which fignifieth , #2 September; 
agreeing with nvowa, which fienifiech, żz the beginning , in the 
fame.letters, Ihave anfweredic before, and fhewed that they 
differ in one letter, to wit (N,) and therefore ic is but a fal- 
lacie. A 
' But now for the beginning of the yeare naturally in the 
moneth of March, which is called by the Hebrewes 4616 and Ni- 
faa, as being the moneth in which the world was created,and that 
the world wascreated in the Vernal! equinodtiall, when day and 
night were equall yn all the world, divers of the Ancients afirme 
and hold, as Athanafins , Ambrofe , Theodoret, Cyril , Damaftene, 
Beda, and others ; and with them many judicious and learned Di- 
vines of later times doe concurre, as Junius, Polanus, and others : 
Their reafons are very ftrong, forcible , and convincing , which 
cannot be gain-faid. 

Firft, they prove it out ofthe Scriptures, Gez.8.1 3.where that 
moneth is called the firft of the yeare, by account from the creati- 
on, wherein the waters were dried up from the earth ; and it be- 
gan to bring forth fruit for Noah, and the creatures with hun: fo 
that in the next moneth there was food for him & the creatures, 
and birds and beafts began to breed and multiply in the earth. 
Now that could not be in September and O&ober, when the 
fruitsand herbes begin to decay and wither-Certainly, Noah tur- 
ned not out the creatures again{t Winter to feek food from the 
earth;that was no timeto breed aboundantly. It is March,where- 
in the earth begins to bring forth ; and April, the fecond moneth, 
isthat wherein the creatures, comming out of the Arke ,.might 
find graffe,herbes,and other food ; and Noah might fow and plant 
again{t Summer and Harveft: Therefore undoubtedly March is 
the firit moneth from the creation. i 

Secondly, they prove it from Exod.1 2.2, where God recalls the 
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Iftaelices from the Egyptian obfervation,to the old beginning of 
the yeare from the creation ; and to account 4615, or March, the 
firit moneth, as the Text fheweth. x 
- Thirdly, the Spring time is every way fitteft for the beginning Argum.3; 
of the world, and of the naturall yeare: then things begin to 
flourifh im all rhe earth, as they did in the creation ; then is the 
aire mo{t temperate and healthfull for the bodies ofmen, asit 
wasin the cfeation; then day and night are equal! in all the world, 
and the daies begin to grow longer then the night in the country 
of Eden and Babylonia, which was the place of Paradife , where 
Adam was created. But in September, daies begin to fhorten, 
and.all herbes to wither, and fruits to fall from the trees : There- 
fore March is the fitce{t moneth for the ume of thecreation. ~; 
Fourthly, the Caldeans, Pérfians,and all cunning Aftronomers 47gum-4. 
didby their arc and skill difcerne, and by tradition from the firit 
fathers were taught, that March was the firit monethyef the year, 
and chat in the Spring time she world was created. 
+ To thefe let me adde one Argument more,drawne from thein- 4rgum.g. 
carnation and paffion of Chrift: For it is moft likely , that the 
moneth, in which God appointed Chrift to be incarnate by con- 
ception in the wembe of the Virgin , and alfo to fuffer forthe 
worlds redemption, wasthe monethand feafon of the yeare, in 
which the world was created: For fo thetime,in which God fent 
forth his Son, made of awoman, and made under the Law,and.to 
redeem them that were under the Law , comes to be the fulneffe 
of time , as the Apoftle calls it, Galat.4.4.. Now thiswasthe 
moneth of March : for Chrit being borne on the fhorteft day of 
the yeare (as Saint Auffen and the Ancients, who lived within a Augufin 
few ages after Chrift, by tradition had learned,and did teach) /77.de na 
muit needs be conceived in March, nine monerhs before , in the “”“2”- 
Vernall equinoctiall. And in the fame moneth hee fuftered for 
our redemption; and rifing from death, triumphed over death, the 
Divell, and all the powers of darkneffe ; even at the time of the 
Paflover (as the Gofpel reftifieth) which feaft was kept in the firft 
thonetl bib, Exod.12.2.and 13.4. that is, in March , asall con- 
fefle. And fowe fee Gods performing ofhispromife in the ful- 
nefle of time, was his keeping of his word to a day, giving Chrif 
to be conceived in the very day of the yeare, wherein he was pro 
ft E 4 milled 
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mifed to our firft parents, and to fuffer for e4dams finne in the © 
fame day of the weeke, and of the moneth, in which e4dam was 
made, and marr’d by fin (as fome of the learned Fathers have ob- 
ferved.) Even as he delivered Irael out of Egypt , at the end of 
430.yeares, o the felfe fame day, when the terme of yeares was 
accomplifhed, €xed.12.41.. Therefore I conceive that the time 
of the creation, and of the fall of our firft Parents, and of the firt 
promife of Chrift, was in tae fame firit moneth, in which he was 
eonceived, and alfo perfected: mans redemption, that is, in Abib, 
the moneth of March ; and fo he was fent forth in fulneffe of time, 
as the Apoftle faith. 1S 

The fecond queftion which arifeth from the word Beginning, 
is about the number ofyeares , which have been fince the creati- 


> on: For if there. was a beginning of things, in which the world 


E 


Y 


wascreated, asthe Text here fheweth ; then there muft be a cer- 
taine number of yeares fince that beginning.which number if we 
can‘find out, and prove from Scripture, it will much confirme us _ 
in the truth of the creation, and of the whole Hittory of Gods 
Word. Now about this number of years there is much difference 
among the learned : but the beft computation is that which is 
grounded on thofe teftimonies of Scripture, which doe moft ex- 
cellently chaine together the holy Chronicle ;and by.that com- - 
utation the world was created 3960. yeares before the death of 
Chrift; andthe day of Adams fali being upon the fixth day of the 
weeke, even. towatds the evening of the fame day , whereinhe | 
was created, was that day 3960.yeares before the day of Chrifts 
death, which alfo was on the fixth day of the weeke, in the fame 
moneth oftheyeare. To confirme us in thistruth, wee have 
mof excellent teftimonies of Scripture : Firft, the age of Adam, 
when he begat Seth, counted together with the ages of the fuc= 
ceeding fathers, before the birth of their fucceedine fons , make 
up in all unto the birth of Noah from Adams creation,105 6.years, 
Gen.§.and from Noahs birth to the Floud; is Goo.yeares , that is 
in aH, 1656.yeares, from the Creation to the Floud. i. 
. Arphaxadthe fon of Shem, borne two yeares after the Floud; 
Gen.1 1.10. his birth (as the ages of the Fathers from him to Tes 
rah there reckoned doe fhew) was before Terah’s death 425. 


“a yeares, Now the two yeares between his birth and the Floud,to- 
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ether with the faidnumber of 425.being added to the yeares 
Before the Floud, make up from the creation to the death of Te- 
rah, 2083.yeares. Immediately after Terah’s death God called 
Abraham, and removed him out of Charan, into the land of Ca- 
naan; but gave him no inheritance therein, but onely promifed 
to give it to him, and his feed for a pofleffion, 4&.7.4,5. and that 
in his feed all the families of the earth fhould be bleffed, Gew.12¢ 
1,2,3. and this promife was 430.yeares before the Law was given by 
Mofes, Galat.3.17. which was immediately after the departure - 
of T{rael out of Egypt, that is, che fiftieth day after ; when they 
andcheir fathers, from Abrahams firit pereerjnation in Canaan, 
had fojourned 430.years, Exod.12.40. And from Ifraels coming 
out of Egypt, to the building of the Temple, in the fourth yeare 
of Solomons reigne, is 480.yeares; 1 Kiz.6.1. from thence, to the 
death of Solomon, is 36.yeares. Then Ifrael departed from Judah, 
and continued 390.yeares in their iniquities, Ezech.4.1,2.to the 
deftruction of Jerufalem , and burning of the Temple, 1 9.yeares 
after the beginning of she 70.yeares captivity ; from the end of 
Which captivity, to Chritts death, is feventy fevens of yeares, Da- 
niel 9. that is, 490,yeares, all which make 3960.yeares, from the 
creation.» Now from Chrilts death, which was in the 33.yeare of 
hisage , or 33.after his birth , -itis inthis prefent yeare 1623. 
the full number of 1 § 90.yeares, which being added to 3960. be- 
fora Chrilts death, make trom the creation 5 550.yeares. 
Now this computation of yeares,together with the clearing of 
che former queftion, may ferve sey is) TET ye 
Firft, to difcoverunto us divers wates theadmirable providence Har; 
of God, in that he doth fo orderall things, that the time of thé Gods prow 
inéarnation of Chrift, the fecond Adam, fhould fall in the fame vidence 
moneth with the creation of the firft Adam. and the day of re- tobe no- 
demption from finne and death, fhould be the fame day of the "e a 
week, and of the moneth,with the day of Adams falling into fin, 
and bringing all mankind into bondage to hell and death. And 
thatin the holy Scriptures, which were written by holy men of 
Godin feverall ages, the true computation of times and yeares | 
fhould be put upon record, andreferved and kepefaferhrough all © < 
ages untill this day; inthe midit of fo many dangers,andamong ` | 
fo many alterations and changes which have happened in the | 
a world.. 


~ 
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world. Surely, he who is fo provident in ordering the circum- 


ftance of times, and preferving the records of them, even his holy 
Oracles, when the Nation of Jewes ;. to whom. they were com- 
mitted intruft, is cat off; and fcatrered: over all che earth, will 
much more keep his promifes, and. fulfill all prophecies and pre- 
dictions, every one inthe fet time and feafon which he hath ap- 
pointed. — ai ies A t 
Ufer. Secondly;this exa&t recórdof times, and of the very moneth of 
Truth of the creation and of the redemption, fervési to confirme us. in the 
creation verity and truth of thofe things’ which are written concerning 
Fa a the beginning and creation of. the world, and the redemption of 
Dan ies mankind by Jefas Chriit, comming in the exaét fulnefie of time 
monftra- to redeem the world, according to Gods promifes ; when feverall 
ted, wirnefles or writers;who neven conferred nor:confulred one with 
/ another, doe agree in their telations, not only in the maihe mats 
ters, but in the circumftances of time alfo ; no man’ can have any 
leaft pretence or colour of doubting. And thus doe the writers of 
the holy Scriptures, who livedin feverall ages ; they exactly agree 
in the hiftories of creation and redemption ;: even ro the circum- 
{tances of times, the<very daies and: moneths wherein they, were 
performed. And therefore let us firmly beleeve them , and reft 
onthe truth of them : for wehave fure-grounds of beleeving, but 

not any pretence or colour of doubting... i 
Ufe 3. Thirdly, hereby it is made manifeft,chat the world being creas 
Alimade ted in time, and onely fo long agoas is before fhewed, was made 
for usand onely for us, and for our benefit, who! live-under time, and nog 
to be ufed for the eternall God, to adde any good; or any bleffedneffe to 
Bums him, who was all-fufficient and mott bleffed in himfelfe from all 
eternity ; and both could, and would have made the world.mul- 
lions of yeares before, if.icmight ‘Have been profitable tohim- 
felfe : Wherefore let us hereby be ftirred up to ufe the worldas a 
gift, and as talents given to us by God, to be well imployed,and 
{tudy to honour him by all worldly things created. | 
Ufe. _ Fourthly, hereby wemay juftly be moved to admire the eters 
Nore and nity of God, when we feethe whole time of the world to be but 
admire 55 50.yeares , which’ are'before him but as: 5.daies and an|halfe 


Gods cs a Tt f j ; i . À , 3. 
mea (For a thonfand yeares with him are but as~one day, 2 Pet.3.8.) 
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Pak ror, Wherefore, as holy David's -;when shee compared:Gads eternity” 


25,26. with 


-< Shamajim, fignifying Heavens, whence derived. ia 


“with the temporary being of the heavens and the earth,and cheir 
inclining to decay and changes, like a veftre and wearing garment, 

did admire Gods infinite and eternall Majefty: So let us all be af- 

ter the fame manner affected with reverence of God, and admi- 
‘ration of his eternity , when we compare the ages of the world, 

even the longelt of them, the thoufands of yeares fince the creati- 

on, to be but as fo many daies with the Lord, who liveth and abi- 

deth the fame forever. - | 

‘The fourth thing in this Text is the object and effect of Gods 4. 

firit worke of creation, to wit, the heavens and the earth. 

Firlt, the Heavens. come to be confidered , together with the 
creatures here comprehended under that name ; and that thele 
things may more plainly appeare to our under{tanding, we mult 
‘firft fearch and fift out the true fenfe and fignification of the word 
(Heaven) in this Text, and chen come to the inftructions which 
doe thence naturally arife. 

- The name, by which it hath pleafed the Spirit of God in this Derivati.’ 
place to call the Heavens, is in the Original! Hebrew ronu, on ofthe , 
Shamajim; concerning the fignification and Etymologie whereof, * aog 
the learned much differ among themfelves. Some make it a com- ma 
pound of mw, which fignifieth there, andenn , which fignifeth p ` 
waters ; becaufe above in the aire(which is the loweft and neareft 
heaven) and in the clouds,water is engendered, and in fhowres di- 
ftilis from thence. Some compound it of WN, which is fre, and 3, 
D'n, waters ; becaufe the heavens feem to be made of borth : the 
_ Sun, Moon, and Starres refemble fire, and the reft of the heavens 
refemble calme and {till waters. | i 

Some derive this name ‘of ou, which fignifies affonifhment ; 3, 
becaufe if a mañ doe ftedfaftly behold and confider either the 
vlory,or the wonderfull height and compafle of the heavens, they 
are m which will dazle hiseyes , and make his heare aftoni- 
fhed. | l 

But the beft derivation of the word, which is grounded upon 4, 
the beft reafons,isthat which fome late Writers have oblerved, 
to Wit, that it is derived of the fimple Hebrew word tow, which 
fhenifieth there, and is never ufed, but when we fpeake of béing in 
a place which is remote and diftant from us: For as the Hebrew 
word ma, here, fionifies the place prefent ; fo this wordy, 


there, 
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Shamajim, fignifying Heavens whence derived. 


there, fignifies a place remote and diftant from us, and the being of 
things there, in that place. Now theheavens are the utmottand 
molt remote place from the earth, which is fet in the middle,and 
about the center of the round world, and upon which men doe 


live in this world: Therefore this derivation doth agree very aptly 
to the heavens. 


Secondly, ofa place which is molt excellent, wee are wont to 


fay, There, there isthe beft being,and in a kind of vehement and 


affectionate fpeech, weufe to double the word. And heaven is 
the moft excellent place ; and therefore the word —=1Qw,which 
is of the dual! number , and fienifies as much as There, there, or 
there double, is moft fitly derived of =u, there. i 
Thirdly, the heavens are divided moft properly into two hea- 
vens, the highefk heavens, which is invifible; and the vifible or 
lower heaven, which alfo confifts of two parts; the ftarry andthe 
airie heavens : Andall thefe are divided into two equall parts to 
all men living on earth. The one is that which wee fee inour 
Hemifphere, and within our Horizon from Eaft ro Weft, and 
from North to South, above the earth. The other halfe is that 
which is hid from us by the earth, and is feen by the Antipodes, 
that is, them who dwell on the other fide of the earth, directly. 
oppofite to us ; and both thefe parts of the heavens are equally re- 
mote and diftant from the earth. Moreover, the heavens doe 
move about two Poles, the North and South Pole : and there- 
fore in many refpe&s the name of the heavens, =3"9W, is moft 
fitly derived of Sw, brought into the forme of the duall num- 


er. 

Fourthly, this derivation of the name, and the fignification of 
it,doth fitly agree to all things which are called by the name Hea- 
ven ; andis verified in them all, even the higheft heaven, the ftatry 
heaven, and the fuperiour regions of the aire ; for they are all re- 
mote and diftant from the earth, and are divided every one into 
two equall Hemifpheres, equally diftant from the earth : But in 
the higheft heaven there is neither fire,nor water, nor any muta- 


- ble Element : and therefore the name =a ny, derived of wm, or 


"nN, cannot agree to it at all. And as for the fuperiour tegi- 
ons of the aire, they are not fo glorious, nor fo high as to 
aftonith us : and therefore wu, derived of Soy, cannor 
-e "E agree 
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agree to them : wherefore the laf is the beft derivation. 

The next thing after the derivation of the word, is the diverfi- Diverfity 
tie of fignifications, which we are to note in the next place ; and ofits fig- 
withall, to fhew in what fenfe it is here ufed in the Text. - nificatic 

Fir(t, this word is ufed, ina large fenfe, for that whole {pace °"* 
from the upper face of the earth and the fea, to theutmott height 
of the higheft heavens, which comprehends in it the higheft, the 
ftarry,and the airie heavens ; thus the word Heaven is to be un- 
deritood, Gez.2.1.and in all other places, where the Spirit of 
God comprehends the whole world under thefe two words, The 
heavens and the earth. 

Secondly, it is ufed to fignifie more {pecially either the higheft 2+ 
heaven, as Deut.26.15. Looke downe from heaven , the habitation of 
thy holineffe, which Saint Pax! calls the third heaven, 2 Coriz.12.2. 

Or the {tarry heaven, as Gen.22. I will multiply thy feed as the flarres 
of heaven : and Pfal.19.6.Or the airie regions, wherein birds flie, 
as Gen.1.26. where mention is made of the foules of heaven. 

Thirdly, the word Heavens, by a Metonymie of the caufe for 3. 
the effect, and of the fubject, is ufed in Scripture to fignifie foure Foure 
things : Firft, God the pofleffonr of the heavens, whole glorious things fig- 
Majettie doth dwell in the higheft heaven , as‘Daz.4.26. where P ed by 
the heavens are faid to reigne,that is, the God of heaven: And Lak; e 
15.18. Z have finned against heaven: and Matth.21.25. Was the: 
baptijme of John from heaven, or of men ? Secondly, the Angelsand 2, 
blefied Spirits, which dwell in the higheft heaven , as Job 15.15. 

The heavens are not cleane in his fight vand Pfal.89.6. and 69.35. 
where the heavens are faid to praife God , that is, the Angels and 
Saints. Thirdly, the Church milicant,whichisa congregation of 3. 
rere written in heaven , begotten from above of heavenly feed, 

and whofe hope, reward, and triumph is in heaven, as Daz.8.n0. 
thearmies of the faithfull are called the hoft of heaven : And {© 

in the Prophets and the Revelation, Heaven fignifies the true 

holy Church ; and the Earth fignifies earthly men of the world. 
Fourthly, the clouds in the aire, and inthe face ofheaven, as 4. 
Levit.26.1 9. I will make your heaven as iron, that is, the clonds ; in- á 
fomuch that they fhall yeeld no raine. 

Now here inthis Text is meant (as Ihave before touched) the 


-higheft heaven, asit is diftinét from the rude mafle,without forme, 


which 
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Angels comprehended under the name Heavens. 


whichis here called Earth, which was the common matter of the. 


{tarry and aitie heavens, and of all the vifible world, as appeares 
in the next Verfes. And under this name here the Angels, who 
were the hoft and inhabitants of the higheft heavens , are com- 
prehended : For as the word Jerufalcm is often uled inthe Pro- 
phets, to fignifie the people and inhabitants, together with rhe 
citie and place ; fo herethe word Heaven, fignifies not the bare 
place and body of the higheft heaven, but the place, with all the 
hoft and inhabitants of it, the Angels. As for the vifible ftarry 
heavens, which are the light of the inferiour world. and the airie 
heaven calledthe firmament, they can in no cafe be here under- 
ftood : for they were made out of the rude mafie, without forme, 
called Earth, and oppofed toheavenin my Text. 

From the word thus expounded, I cometo the inftrnétions : 
For whereas fome doubt whether there be any heaven befides the 
vifible ftarry heaven ; where thofe heavens are, and whether they 
were created, this Text doth cleare the doubt; and ftheweth, that 
there is an heaven which farre exceeds the heavens which are feen, 
inall glory and excellency : For here Mofes {peakes of an hea- 
ven created in the beginning, with or before the common maffe, 
out of which the Sunne, Moone, and Starres, and all the vifible 
heavens and world were made: Yea, in that this heaven was crea- 
ced out of nothing, and had not a being given it out of the rude 
maffe, without forme, out of which God made all the vifible 
world (as the Text here faith) this doth imply, that they have a 
more excellent being, of another kind, farre better then all that 
is feen, and above, and without the compaffe of the vifible hea- 
vens ; fo that hence thefe Do@trines arife:.1.That there are fach 
heavens : 2.That this heaven isnot God, buta place created by 
God: 3.That it is. above the vifble heavens: 4.That it is moft 
large and ample ; and yet not infinite , nor every where,as God 
is: 5.That it isa place moft excellent and glorious, free from cor- 
ruption, excelling and exceeding the natural! knowledge, reach, 
and apprehenfion of men. . 

Firft, we here learne, That, befides the vifible ftarry heavens, 
which were made out of the firft rude deformed earth , there are 
heavens created out of nothing,in the firit beginning of the crea- 
tion : And this is confirmed by thofe Scriptures, which fpeak ex- 


prefly 
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efly of the Heaven of heavens, that is, an heaven. befides thefe 
viüble heavens, as Deur.10.14. 1 Kings 8.27. Pfal.68.33.and 
115.16. Alfo by thofe Scriprures, which mention an heaven, in 
which Gods glorious Majelty is faid to dwell ; and the holy An- 
gels, which cannor be the ftarry vifible heavens,as Dewt.26.1 5. 

1 Kings 8.30. and Mar. 1 8.10. Yea,the holy Apoftle puts all out 
of doubt, 2 Cor.12.2. wherehe calls this the third heaven. 

That this higheft heaven is not God, but a placé created by Doéty.2. 

God; for here it is faid,that God created this heaven : Some thought 
that there was no place above the Spheres of heaven; but that 
there God is all in all, and that there all things are in God, and 
fubfilt inhim. Their ground is that {peech of the Apoftle, 1 Co- 
‘ vinth.1 5. that God fhall be all iz all. But that fhewes the contra- 
rie, that God is inall, not that all things are or fhalbe, and fubfitt 
in God, asina place. Againe, this fhewes not the place, but the 
ftate of the bleffed, that they fhall immediately injoy God with- 
out a Mediatour. Now, that thehigheftheaven is not God, di- 
vers reafons fhew : Firft, ic is Gods throne, Ifa.66.1 Deut.26.15. 
therefore not Godhimfelfe. Secondly, it cannot containe God ; 
but he is infinite, and farre without the compaffe of it, 1 Kings 
8.27.: Thirdly, God is every where ; but this heaven is not fo,it 
is onely above, not in the vifible world. Fourthly, itis fuch a bo- 
dily fab(tance,as can containe glorified bodies,as the body of Chrilt, 
Enoch,and Eliah. It comprehends the vifible heavens within the 
compafle ofic: But God is a fpiric. 

That it is not God, but his creature, and his workmanthip; and 
that he hath the di{pofing of it, as his creature,appeares, Gex.2.1. 
Heb.11.10. Pfal.11 5.16. 

That this heaven is above the vihble heavens, divers Scriptures Dotty. 3. 
‘reftifie: For it is called Heaven above,where Jehovah is, Deur.4.39. 
Fof.2.11. that is, above all the viible world, Into this heaven 
our Saviour is faid to be taken up on high, when he afcended Luke 
24.51. Yea, he is faid to afcend up farre above all the vifible hea- ` 
vens, Ephef-4.10. 

Fourthly, that this heaven is a moft ample and large place, may Doétr.4, 
eafily be gathered and proved from this, T hat it was made diting 
from the earth,which was the matter of the whole vifible world: 
and doth fubfift above, and without the compafle both of the 
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maffe, and of all things which were made of it ; and fo compre- 
hends them within the large compafle of it. And our Saviour in- 
timates fo much, where he affirmes , that in it are many manfions, 
; Ja 14.2,3. Alfo the Pfalmift, Pfal.68.5. where hee calls this 
eaven maw, which fignifies faire, and large fpacious plaines: Arid 
-yet itis not infinite, nor every where ; for God fills it and the 
earth alfo, and it isnot able to containe him, 1 Kizgs 8.27. 
Doflr.s. The fifth inftruction is, That the higheft heaven isa place moft 
glorious and excellent, free from all corruption, and full of glo- 
rious light, farre furpaffing our fraile imagination, and the reach 
~of mans natural! underftanding. The very fignification of the 
name fhewes that it is farre remote from our fight, conceipt,and 
apprehenfion. And that rule in Philofophy proves, that it is free 
from alteration and corruption, to wit, That thofe things onely 
are changeable, and may be corrupted, and turned into their firit 
matter, which are made of a common matter, capable of divers 
formes. But things which have no part of any fuch matter in 
them, are incorruptible, and unchangeable, free from alterations 
incident to inferiour things. Now fuch are thefe heavens difco- 
vered to be in my Text : For they were made abfolutely of no- 
thing, with, or before the firft common matter of the vifibie 
world: Yea,in the next words the Spirit of God doth diftinguifh 
the rude maffe from thefe heavens , by this, that it was full of 
Excellen- darkneffe, and without forme,and void ; which implies,that thefe 
cie of hea: heavens were farre different, that is, full of beauty, forme, and 
Yene — ight. And other Scriptures fully confirme this : Firft,by the 
names, by which this heaven iscalled,and by the excellent things 
which are fpoken of it ; for it 1scalled the Heaven of heavens, that 
is, the heaven farre above all heavens in glory and excellency, 
Deut.10.14.and 1 Kings 8.27.and Pfal. 68. 34. The Heaven of 
heavens everlatting, fo much the Hebrew word G=a7p.doth inti- 
mate. And Saint Paul, who was rapt up into this heaven, was {0 
aftonifhed with the glory of it, that he knew not whether he 
was iz the body or out of the body: there he heard words, which it 
was not lawfull to utter ; and the fight thereof was fuch a caufe 
- of glorying, that he was afterwards in danger thereby to be toa 
much exalted, and had need to be baffetted by the Angell of Sa- 
than for his humiliation, to keep him from exceilive pios, 
RICM'.1 2u 
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2 Cor.12. And the fame Apoftle calls te inheritance therein re- 
ferved for the elect, the izheritance of the Saints in light, Colof-1 .12. 
and he faith of God, who dwels there by his glory,thathe dwels 
in light which none can approach unto, Tim. 6.16.which teftimonies, 
with many other which might be cited, fully provethe glory and 
excellency ofthis heaven. Befides, we have many Arguments 
to this purpofe. 

The firit isdrawne from the proper efficent caufe of this hea- Riann r. 
ven For it is moft certaine, that the place and city which hath ` 
God only for the builder & maker of it;& in the building where- 
of God hath fhewed fuch admirable divine wifdome, that it more 
{pecially is called his worke and building , muft needs be moft 
excellent and glorious. Now fuch isthe higheft heaven, it is cal- 
led the citie, whofe builder and maker is God, Heb. 1.10. that is, the 
city which God builded alone as his mafter-piece , for his owne 
purpofe , co fhew therein his glorious wifdome and art, asthe 
word Texvitu¢ there ufed doth fignifie. Yea, it is faid to have fonz- 
dations, that is, to be fo firmly built, that ic can never faile , but 
ftand ftedfaft for ever, world without end : Therefore it is a moft 
glorious place. — i i 

A fecond Argument is drawne from the proper inhabitants of Reafon z. 
thefe heavens : For in all reafon, and by the courfe of nature,that 
is the bef place which fallsto the fhare, and is allotted to the bett | 
inhabitants, by the will and appointment of him, who is the wi- 
feft ofall, and doth order all things in wifdome and equity.Now 
the higheft heavens are allorted by God to the bett inhabitants : 
Firft, he hath chofen them to be his owne habitation, wherein he 
delighteth to dwell, not onely by his effentiall prefence and 
power, as he tsin all other places, but alfo by his vifible glory,ho- 
lineffe, and unfpeakable majefty. Sothe Scriptures teltifie, Dea. 
26.15. where thefe heavens are called,the habit ation of his holizeffe. 
And Pfal.1 13.5. the high dwelling , in which God is fo high above 
all. And J/2.57.15. and 63.15, the high and holy place , the babita- 
tion of Gods holinefic and glory ; and even eternity , which fhall 
never decay. Secondly, God hath appointed this place to’ be the 
habitation of his holy Angels, which kept their ftanding, in 
which he will have them to dwell, and to behold his glorious face 
continually, as our Saviour faith, AZarth.1 8.10. and fo much is ine 
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~ timated, Lake 2.13. where Angels are’called the heavenly hott. 


The third fort of inhabitants, to whom God hath allotted thefe 
heavens, isthe glorified company of his Saints , with Chrift their 
head,in whom they arechoten, and brought to falvation. Though 
edam \wasmade after Gods image, yet,by creation, andin the 
Rate of naturali uprightneffe, he was not capable, nox worthy of 
heavenly glory ; that is the proper purchafe of Chrift for his e- 
lect, and it is the gift of God in Jefus Chrift, which he gives only 
to them who are made in Chrilt the firit fruits of his creatures, 
fons and heiresof God. Our Saviour teflifies fo much, Joh.1 4.3. 
where he faith, that he prepares a place for his faithfull in that houle 
of God: And the holy Apoftle, Heb.9. where he faith, that Chrift 
onely opcued the way into this Holy of holies ; and that none can 
enter thereinto but by him the way, and the doore. And Ephef1.3.- 
he faith , that God bleffeth us with all fpiricuall bletlings ix kea- 
venly places tn Chrift. And 1 Pet.1.3,4. we are faid to be begot- 
ten toa lively hope, by the refurrection of Jefus Chrift from the 
dead, to the żzheritance incorruptible, and undehled , that never fa- 
deth, referved in heaven for us : wherefore it ismanifelt by the ex- 
cellency of the inhabitants, being none but God himfelfe, and 
the elect Angels:and Saints , which are’‘moft neare and deare to 
God, that this Heaven is a place moft glorious and excellent. 

A third Argument may be drawne from the fitsaticn of it : For 
the highe& place is ever the beft by the law and courie of nature, 
as our-fenfes doe teach, and we fee manifeftly in all knowne parts 
of the world ; and by faith we ought to beleeve , that iris fo in 
places beyond our fight , efpecially becaufe the Spirit of Ged in 
the Scriptures extolls the higheft places, Pfal.11 3.5.and Ifaiah 
57.15. Now the higheft of all places is the third heaven in ftu- 
ation.: For Chrift alcending up thither,there to remaine, and to 
make interceffion for us, 4.3.21. and Heb.9.24.1s faid to afcend 
farre above all other heavens, and thote heavens are called minya, 
rhe high places, Pfal.148.1.and Tx ü Lise, the higheft places , Ephef. 
4.8. and Heb.1.3. Therefore they are the mott excellent and 
glorious places. 

The fourth reafon is drawne from the excellent things, which are 
there laid up in Rore for the Saints: For the wifdome of God re- 
quires, that he fhould ftore up the bef creatures and things in E 
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bek place ; and undoubtedly that place is the beft ; where God 
layesup in ftore fuch treafures. Now inthe higheft heaven are 
the bett treafures » which xeither ruft nor moth can corrupt , nor 
theeves touch with unjuft hands, Adarth.6.20. there is the inheri- 
tance of the Saints in light, Colof1.12.and the incorruptible and 
undefiled, 1 Pet.13. ThereGod hath prepared for them that love 
him fuch things as neither eye hath feen, nor eate heard, nor mans 
heart conceived, 1 Coriz.2. That isthe place of Gods right hand, 
and of his prefence, where is fulueffe of joy, and pleafures for ever- 
more, Pfal. 6. Therefore itis the belt place of all. yay 
Fifthly, that place from whence every fupernaturall good and pers Reafons: 
& gift doth come , mutt neceflartly bee the moft excellent: and ` 
fuch a place is the higheft heaven. Chrilt, the fecond e4dam, the 
fountaine of all one is faid to be from heaven, heavenly, Co- 
vinth.1 5.and to be the bread of life, which came downe from hea- 
ven, to give life to the world, fohz 5. The calling of men to the 
participation of all excellent graces, is called the heavenly calling, 
Hebr.3.1. The gift of fupernarurall grace is called the heavenly 
gift, Heb.6.4. The fubftantiall things fhadowed out under legall 
types, are called heavenly things, Heb.8.5. and the new Jerufalem; 
the molt glorious Church , is called the heavenly Ferufalem, Hebr: 
12.22.and is faid to come downe from heaven, ‘Revel.r21.Ina word, 
every good and perfect gift is faid to come downe from above, ftom 
the father of lights, that is, from heaven, fam.1.17. Therefore this 
heaven muft needs be a moft excellent place. | ! 
Sixthly, the Spirit of God in the Seriptures doth defcribe and Reamn 6 
fet forth this Heaven, by all the things which are, or have been moff ~ 
excellent in this world , and doth make th.m but types and fha- 
dowesof it :as firft, by the earthly Paradi, in which God put 
Adam in the ftate of innocency, which'was the fweetet and mott 
excellent place that ever was knowne in the world, 2 Cort 2.4 
by the hill of Zion,which was moft beautiful for fituation,and the 
joy of the whole earth, Heb.: 2.22.By Jerufalem, the moft glorious 
citie of all che world.the place which God chofe to put his Name 
there, Gal.4.26.and by the Temple of Jerufalem, the moft glo- 
rious Sanctuary of God; and the Holy of holies, Pfal.11.4.and 
13.7. Habak,2.20. Heb.9.12. and 40.9. Therefore this Heaven is 
moft excellent. . 
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Laftly, that this Heaven isa place of wonderfull Æghr and clory, 
and a worke of God, which fhall never be changed or perith, but 
fiand and endure for ever ; it appeares by the light which hath fhi- 
ned from thence , and by the eternity of the things which God. 
hath annexed to it. The light which fhined from thence on Saint 
Paul at mid-day, did (urpaffé the brightneffe of the Sun, Al.26.1 3. 
Andthe houle which the faithfull have there prepared for them, 
is faid to be eternall in the heavens, 2 Corin.§.1.And the inheritance 
there referved is faid to be zmmortall, 1 Pet.1.3. and the life which 
the elect fhall live there, is called Afe eternall : Therefore it isa 

- . moft bleffed place. 

Objet. Now, though fome Scriptures feem to {peak to the contrary, 
thatthe heavens fhal! perifh, as Pfal.102.26.and that heaven , as 
well as earth , fhall pafe away , Matth.r4.35,.and the heavens 
fhall pafe away with a noife, 2 Pet.3.10. and be burne with fire : 

Anfw, Yet the truth is, they {peak not of the higheft heaven, which 
was with the Angels created immediately out of nothing ; but of 
the vifible fiery and {tarry heavens, which were Å- out of 
the fame rude maffe, the common matter of the aire, water, and 
earth : They may be burnt, and- fet on fire, and 'pafle away ; but 
the higheft heaven, being not of the fame common matter, no 
fire can take hold of it. 

Ufer. . Now thefe inftrustions concerning this firt worke of God,the 
Tocon- highe{t heavens, ferve for excellent ufe :Firft, to difcover the 
futethe madneffe and folly of allthem, who either deny the creation of 
AE thefe heavens, as (ajetan, Auguftinus, Steuchus , and other great 

` Popifh Writers have done ; or doe hold this heaven to be no- 
thing elfe but God, or his glorious Majefty, and light fhining 
forth tohis creatures. Thefe Doctrines prove the contrary, and 
declare all fuch profane conceits to be doting dreames, ever to be 
abhorred. : 

Ufe 2. ‘Secondly, they fhew the admirable free bounty and love of 
Admire God towards hisele& , and his eternall fatherly providence, in 
the boun- that he hath not onely provided fuch an excellent habitation for 
ty of God them , wherein they may live moft happy and bleffed for ever ; 
a but alfo made it che firk of all his creatures and workes. If the 
o™ Lord had firft made us, and tryed our obedience how we would 

ferve him, before he had made and furnifhed the higheft ae, 
the 


Motives to ftirre us up to prepare for Heaven. 61 


the houfe of glory ; men might have imagined, that by their own 
doings they had procured ıt : But lo, God hath cur off all fach 
vaine conceits, in that he made this firft, and by {o doing, flieweth 
chat it is his love and free bounty, not our merit ; it was his pro- 
vidence,not our purchafe or care for cur felves : Let us therefore 
give him the glory and praife of a God wonderfull in goodnefle, 
tree grace, and providence ; even from the firft foundation of the 
world, creating a place of reft and glory for us. 

Thirdly, in that the highett heaven is here difcovered to be fo Ufe 3. 
high & excellent a place, fo full of glory and light,and the proper Beatha- ° 
country of the Saints chofen in Chrift;this ought,as to reprove us, med of _ 
& make us afhamed of our immoderate love & affe&tion to world- thy earth- 
ly things, and of our groveling on the ground, like brute beafts, pais. 
and cleaving to the earth, like moles and earth-wormés, and of x 
our negligence in inquiring after heaven, and meditating on this 
heavenly country : {o alfo to ftirre us up to the contrary, and to , = 
dire& us how to prepare our felves for it , by looking and mind- ie od, 
ing high things, and cafting oft all earthly clogges, and workes of heaven. 
darkneffe, and all uncleanneffe and filthinefle, and by putting on | 
all holineffe,and the armour of light. 1f we were to goe into an- 
other country, there to fpend all our daies, we would he carefull 
co enquire after, and learne the nature , qualities, fafhions, and 
language of the country : And fo lec us doe concerning our hea- 
venly country and city, which is above. Let us enquire after hea- 
venly things, fafhion our felves to it ; and becaufe there is our in- 
heritance and our treafures, let there our hearts be alfo. 

Fourthly, feeing heaven is fo high, and {fo excellent and glori- Kfe 4. 
ous a place and habitation, that man in innocency was neither ca- Be thank. 
pable, nor worthy of it, this fervesto magnifie in our eyes the full for 
infinite goodnefle and admirable bounty of God, who hath given pis A 
Chrift to purchafe for us, being corrupted, and become finners a 
by Adams fall,a more excellent place, {tate, and condition, then 
did belong to us in our beft naturall being in the ftate of pure 
nature. This alfo magnifies the vertue and power of the grace of 
Chrift, which hath lifted us up from the valley of darknefle, and 
of the fhadow of death; and hath advanced us to be heires ofa 
better inherirance then the earthly Paradife, even to live and 
reigne with God inhis heavenly Kingdome. 

F 3 Fifthly, 
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jes.  Fifthly, here is matter of fingular comfort , and of patience, 
Comfort and hope in all the afictions, which can befall ushere on earth in 
inallaf this vale of mifery ; when men labour, and ftrive, and fight for 

fictions: an earthly crowne,and in hope ofa glorious victory and triumphs 
no danger of death doth daunt or dilmay them,no pain and griefe 
of wounds doth difcourage them ; but the crowne of glory,which 
we wreltle for, it is incorruptible, and never fadeth : and the 
Kingdome for which we fuffer, is an heavenly Kingdome, and an 
inheritance referved in the highett heavens, which 1s a place more - 
glorious and excellent then any tongue can exprefle, or heart of 
man conceive : And therefore let us be {tedfaft and unmoveable, 
never daunted with any danger, nor difmayed with any feare, but 
comfort our felves, and poflefle our foules in patience, knowing 
Rom.8.18. and counting , that ail the fufferings of this life are zot worthy of 
the glory which [hall be revealed, and our momentany paffions {hall 
2Cor.4. bring a farre more exceeding and eterzall weaght of glory in heaven, 
ag where a durable fubftance 1s {tored up for us, 

#fe6.. Let us hence learne to loath and hate alfo that erroneous opi- 
Againt nion which fome hold, to wit, that the higheft heaven is not or- 
ta Chili- dained to be the habitation of the Saints after the latt judgment; 
4 but that Chrift fhall reigne with them here on earth in his bodily, 

prefence :a fond conceit, contrary tothe exprefle Word of God, 
utterly razed by che former Doctrine. 
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Of the creation of Angels. Their names. They had a beginning : Rea- 
fons and Ufes. They were all created by the oze true God : with U fes. 
They were made in the beginning of the world. They are Gods first 
and beft creatures : with sr Ufe. They wore made in heaven, andto 
mbabit heaven : Reafons and Ufes. Seven Corollaries or C oncla fi- 
ons concerning the Angels. 


Bpsccecs in the next place to the inhabitants or hoft of the 
highelt heavens, the Angels, which were by the fame Word of 
God in the beginning created together with them ; as appeares, 
Chapt.2.1. And howbeic they are not here exprefly named by 

. q _ Mofes; 
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lilt o AT i 
Mofes ; yet they are neceflarily included in this word , PMAN Angels 
mown, the heavens, as may eafily be proved, and made manife{t compre- 
by three reafons : Fir, the Article 7, is demonftrative, and (f° iy 
fhewes that there is an Empha/is in this word ; and the particle Mita. 
Tr, confifting of the firft, and laft letter of the Alphabet, isof x, 
eenerall comprehenfion, and fhewes, that by thefe fpeciall and 

moft glorious heavens, he means all whatfoever was created with 

them , and whatfoever was in the creation contained in them, 

even all the glorious Angels. Secondly, it isacommonandufa- 2. 

all ching in the Scriptures, for the Spirit of God, to fignifie by 

the name of the place, both the place and the inhabitants : as for 
example, P/al.147.12.and Jerem.4.14. O Jerufalem, walh thine 

heart. And Matth.23.37. Jerufalem, Ferufalem, that killeft the 
Prophets. In thefe places, by Jerufalem is meant not the city on- 

ly, but alfo the inhabitants. And fo the name ca own, the hea- 

vens, is ufed to fignifie the Avgel/s, which were the created inhabi- 

tants of heaven, pe 15-15. where it is faid, The heavens are not 
pure in his fight, that is, the Angels, becaufe many of them rebel- 
led,and lott their habitation,and were ftained with finne. And 
Pfal.89.6. And the heavens fhall declare thy wonders, O Lord, that 

is, the heavenly hott : Therefore by analogy of Scripture,the An- 

gels may here be underftood. Thirdly , what is here meant by 3. 
the heavens, Mofes himf{elfe fheweth, Chapt.2.1. namely, the hea- 

yens and the hoft of them, that is, the Angels, for they are the hoft of 

the higheft heaven, and fo are called, Luke 2.13. Therefore un- 
doubtedly the Angels are included in the word Heavens. 

So then the creation of the Angels coming now the next in 

order to be handled, I will feeke no further for a Text (though 

there be fome more plain and exprefle) but will ground all my 
Dodtrines,concerning the creation and nature of Angels, on this 

word, taken in that fenfe which I have here proved ; which offers 

to our confideration five maipe and principall points of intm&i- 

on, unto which al! other Do@rines may be reduced , which con- 

cerne their nature and creation , and may be as branches com- 
prehended under them. 

Firft, we here learne, that Angels had a beginning, and were not Points 

from all eternity. Secondly, that God created them , and that concern: 
they were made by that one God Ea three perfons , here called î”8 thems 


4 Elohim 


64 


Severall points of Doétrine concerning Angels, 


Elohim. Thirdly, that they were created in the beginning, as 
the word Berefhth, taken in the moft Rria fenle, fignifieth, the 
firt moment of time. Fourthly, -that they were created by the 
firt fimple a& of abfolute creation, that is, they were made out 
of nothing, moft perfect and glorious creatures, in an inftant. 
Fifthly, that they were made in and with the highett heavens, and 
by the law of creation made to inhabit them, as the proper place. 
of their naturall habitation. Thefe are the maine and principal! 
points of Doctrine, which immediately flow from the words. 
And thele, efpecially the lat of them, doth offer to our confide- 
ration divers other particular queftions, and points of inftruGion 
to be handled. As firft, feeing they were createdin and with the 
higheft heavens, to be the proper inhabitants of them 3 therefore 
they are of an heavenly nature, even pure, excellent, and glorious 
fpirits, fuch as the nature of the place requires, to be fateable in- 
habitants. And here an occafion is offered to feeke out a true 
defcription of Angels,and to enquire after their wildome,power, 
and fuch like properties, wherein they excell, and are like unto 
God the Crearour, hearing his image. Secondly, hereby are of- 
fered tous thefe points to be handled, and thele queftions ro be 
difcuffed, viz. That the Angels are of a finite Nature, limitted to 
their places : Alfo, whether they are circumfribed, and meafured 
by the place in which they are, or rather definitively init. And 
whether, and how they move from place to place, and fach 
like. 

Thirdly, the moft high and large heavens, compaffing about 
the whole vifible world, in and with which they were created, to 
be the hoft of them ; doe Import, that the Angels were creatéd 
many in number, according to the largereffe of the place, and 
that they are innumerable, more then mans fraile reafon can 
comprehend. 
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Jeadus, and what large {cope it gives us to fpeake of the Angeli- 
call nature, and the heavenly {pirits, the firtt and chiefeft of the 
creatures of God. 

That we may better underftand thefe Doctrines, I will firft 
confider the name of Angels, what it fignifies, and how we are to 
take it in chis place. 

The name, Azgell, comes of the Greek name, cyyeA@, which Of their 
fignifies a meffeager , {ent forth from fome fuperiour perfon, or names. 
ftate , to deliver a meflace, and to declare the mind of him or 
them that fent him. The Hebrew name, 4x90, which is the 
name of an Angell in the Old Teftamenc , fignifies alfo a meffen- 
ger ; but yet in a more full and large fenfe: For it fignifies fuch a 
meffenger,as doth not only deliver and declare a meflage by word 
of mouth , but alfo doth a& and execute indeed the will of him 
that fent him, and doth performe his worke injoyned, as a faith- 
full minifter and fervant. And hence it is, that the Hebrew 
word, 9X70, which is derived of it, and is ufed for the office 
and worke of an Angell, fignifies in general! any thing which 
ferves for the ufe and miniftery of man. And as the fignification, 
according to the Etymology, is generall and large; fo the word 
is ufed in the Seriptures , to fignifie any meflenger or minifter 
fent forth upon a meffage , or fome employment , either from 
God or men. a meffengers which he tent unto Efaz, Genef. 

32.3. to worke his peace. are called by the name, =—9NYN, A2- 

gels. And Num.20.14.the meffengers which Mofes fent from 
Kadeth unto the King of Edom, are focalled , and in Greeke 
tranflated &yyéAsc. But when Gods meflengers are thereby figni- 
fied, it hath the name Jehovah, or xveis, moft commonly added 
to it. 

As for the firft figmification, we let it pafle, as a ftranger inthis 
place, where We are to dilcourle of heavenly Angels ; and doe 
take it in the fecond fignification , for the Angels of the Lord. 
And being fo taken, it is {till doubefall, till ic be more particular- 
ly diltinguifhed : For in this fenfe it fignifes three forts of An- 
pels, as the learned have well obferved. - 

Firft of all it fignifies, that chiefe and principal! meffenger and 
ambaffadour of God, his Son Jefus Chrift, who was fent forth as 


God, in the forme and fhape of an Angell and Meflenger to the 
| fathers» 
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fathers beforehis incarnation: And as man, in iuinefle of time 
by incarnation , and afluming of mans nature into his perfon: 

or, Gen.48.16. by the Angel which delivered Jacob , and which 
he prayeth, may beffe the fons of Fofeph, is meant the Lord Chrift. 
And inall places, where the Angell which appeared, is called Je- 
hovah, or was worthipped, God the Son is meant , as Exod.3.and 
Zach.3. there by the Angell Chrift is meant,appearing either like 
an Angell, or in the fhape of a man,to fore-fhew his incarnation. 
So likewife, where we reade of the Angell of Gods prefence or 
face, as [/2.63.9. Qr of the Angell of the Covenant, as Malac.3.1. 
Or of the Archangell, as 1 Thef-4.16. Fud.9. Chrift is meant. 

Secondly, this word is ufed to fignifie men, by divine infpirati- 
on called, and fent from God upon fome {peciall meflage , efpe- 
cially the meffage of falvation, as Fob 33.23. fadg.2.1. Malac.2.1. 
and 3.1.and Revel.2.& 3. 

Thirdly, this word is moft frequently and commonly ufed, to 
fionifie the heavenly fpirits created by God, to Rand about his 
Thronein heaven, to behold his face continually ; becaufe they 
are, as by nature fit, fo by office ready to be fent on his meflage, 
and to doehis will, as Gen.1 9.1, Pfal.103.20. Matth 18.10. In 
this fenfe we are to take the word in this difcourfe of the creati- 
on of Angels : For though Chrift bethe Angell ofGod, and the 
great meflenger of falvation ; and Gods minifters,as they are 
Godsembafladours , fent by him, are Angels of the Lord: yet 
they are not Angelicall fpirits , created in the firft beginning ; 
they are onely Angels by office and ane not by nature in the 
creation. Onely the heavenly fpirits, whom God hath made at 


the firft fit to minifter, and hath fince in Chrift appointed to be | 


miniftring {pirits for the good of them, who are chofen to be 
heires of {alvatien in Chrift ; they are Angels both by nature and 
office. And they are the proper fubject of our prefenct difcourfe. 
I proceed to the Doétrines , which I will profecure in order , as 
they arife out of this Text. 


Firft, feeing the Angels are included in this word, the heaven ; 


Angels hence we may learne, that as the heavens, fo the Angels, the hoft 
hada bee ofheaven, had their beginning with the higheft heaven, and were 


ginning. 


not in being from all eternity ; which point is farther confirmed 
by all fach Scriptures, as attribute a beginning to all things, and 
rell 


we 
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tell us that they are,and fubit not of theméelves,but from God, 
as Rom.11.36. where the Apottle faith, that of God, and through 
him, and to him are all things : and 1 Cor.8.6. But to us there is but 
one Godthe Father , of whom are all things, and we for him ; and 
one Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom are all things. And Revel.4.11, 
and 10.6. thou Lord haft created aX things, and for thy pleafure 
they are and were created. And that God , who liveth for ever, 
ereated heaven , and the things thar therem are. And that in this 
univerfality of things created, the Angels are comprehended, 
the Apoftle fheweth moft plainly , Colof1.16.where hee af- 
firmes, that all kinds of things vifible and invifible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, ov powers, all were created 
by him, and for him. But ifany fhall cavill and fay, that though 
they are of God, and he is the caufe and creatour of them; yerit 
doth not neceffarily follow, that they were created in the begin- 
ning with the heavens, but from eternity,and as co-eternall ef- 
fects have their being from God. The next words which follow 
will cut off this objection, which afirme, that Chrift is before all 
things, and by him ‘all things confift, Verfe'17. and therefore 
= had a beginning after Chrift, and were not co-eternall wich 
im. 
Reafon alfo confirmes this , drawne from the fall of a great Reap, r,” 
_ multitude of the Angels : For things eternall, which were, and ha 
their being from eternity, without beginning , and before all 
times, they cannot fall in time, nor be changed, but abide the 
fame for ever : But a great multitude of the Angels did fall. And 
the Divell was once one of the moft glortous among them, and 
he with many others, who eft ‘their habitation , are referved in 
ehaines to the /ast judgement, 2 Pet.r.4.and Jud.6. Therefore 
they are but creatures, made in the beginning. 
Secondly, though Angels are not circumicribed , and meafu- Reafon 2. 
red by a bodily fpace or dimenfion ; yet they are definitively in 
place : and where there is no place , there can be no Angell, as I 
fhall fhew hereafter. Now before the creation of the heavens, 
there was no place at all wherein Angelsmight be,abide and fub- 
fift: Therefore before the heavens they were not,but were created 
with them. | i 


But Angels are called Jehovah , as that Angell which {pake to 05} @.r. 
E Agar, 
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Agar, and promifed to multiply her feed, Gezef:16.13. and the 
Angell, which appeared to Mofes in the buth, Exod.3.4. andthe 
Angell which rebuked Satan, Zach.3.1. And Jehovah is without 
_ beginning. > 
Anfi» The Angell mentioned in thofe places was Chrift the Sonne of 
"God, the Angell of the Covenant, and fo was Jehovah,indeed,the 
creatour of Angels; the words of the feverall Texts thew fo 
much : For that Angell faith, Z wid multiply thy feed: and I am the 
God of Abraham : Therefore this Objection is of no force. 
Objctl.2. Angels are called the fons of God Fob 1.6.and 38.7. Therefore 
they are of Gods nature and fubftance , begotten from all eter- 
nity ; not created with the heavens. É 
Aap, Every fon of God is nota naturall fon, begotten from ail eter- 
nity ;formenare alfo called fens of God by creation, regenera- 
tion, and adoption ; and yet are not naturall,and co-eternall fons 
of God. And fo Angels are fons : Firft by creation, in refpea*of 
the fpeciall image of God, in which they were made, and to 
which they are conformable. Alfo the good Angels are fons by 
adoption unto God in Chrift their head. But none of them all is 
the Son of God by nature , as the Apoftle teftifieth, Heb.1.4,5. 
that is proper to Chrift alone ; he onely isthe brightueffe. of his Fa- 
thers glory, and the expreffe image of his perfon : an he onely is cal- 
led the firft-borne, and the onely begotten Son of God, Fehn 1. 
14,18. Therefore this Obje@tion is of as little force as the o- 
ther. l 
Ufer. — Thispoint ferves to fhew, that abfolute eternity, without be- 
© > ginning, isthe proper attribute of God; and to communicate it 
to any other, by holding, that any other befides the one onely 
true God is eternall, is no leffe then a facrilegious robbery, and 
taking from God the honour due to him : For feeing Angels are 
all created in the beginning, when the heavens were made, and 
are not from all eternity ; much Jeffe may eternity be attributed 
to any other, befides the tme God. m 
Secondly, here we fee the groffe errour of Papilts, who wor- 
ee: fhip Angels, and pray unto them. As alfo their foule miftaking 
Angels oe — D 
norto be and wreiting of fome Scriptures, & fome examples of the Patri- 
worfhip- archs, as Abraham, Jacob, and Aofes,who did worfhip the Angels 
ped. which appeared to them,and fpake unto them. For thefe were 
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not divers Angels, but the great Angell of the Covenant, Chrift 
the Son of God appearing in the forme of an Angell, who, as he 
is Jehovah, the true God ; fo he is called by them who prayed to 
him, and is worthy to be worfhipped and prayed to : but not any 
ofthe Angels, which are but creatures, and not Jehovah, can be 
worthy of this honour which God requires as proper to him- 
felfe. 

The fecond Doctrine hence flowing is, That all the Angels Dsfy.2. 
were created by that one God, and three perfons,here called Elohim; Angels 
and that the Son, together with the Father and the Spirit, is the *!! crea- 
Lord the Creatour of them : which truth is confirmed alfo by di- m 
vers Scriptures, as John 1.3. where by the Word, the eternall Son all ~’ 
thingsare faid to be made, and nothing without him. And Colo f 
1.16. all things in heaven and in earth, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, principalities, or powers, all are faid to be created 
by him. To which we may adde thofe places, Pfa/.104.4. Revelat. 

4.1 1.and 10.6.where all things in heaven and earth,and by name, 
the Angels are faid to be made by God. 

Which point may comfort us with affurance, that Chrif is Ufer. 
abfolute Lord of the Angels :and as he hatha love to us, anda Chriftis ` 
will to help, and afit us; fo he hath the Angels, which ex- Lord of 
cell in {trength , at his command , alwaies ready preft to doe pa Ang 
his will, and to execute his word for our good. The ber 8° 
ground of Lordthip and Dominion, which any can have over any 
things, is the creating and making of them : For it is good rea- 
fon, that none {hould have more power over a thing, then he who 
made and formed it by his owne hand and skill, and gave the 
whole being to it. And this the Scriptures fhew, where they at- 
tribute great power and lordthip to the potter over the clay, which 
he formeth, and the veffell which he makes of it, //a.45.9. Jerem. 
18.6.Rom.9. Now this the Lord Chrift our Saviour hath overthe’ 
Angels, as he is their Creatour, in an high meafure; for he made 
them out of nothing by his owne power : And therefore juk it is, 
that all Angels, Principalities,& Powers fhouldever be fubje& to 
him; and that they fhould not only worfhip him, Heb.1.6. but alfo 
fhould be his miniString fpirits, {ent forth to minifter for the good 
of them, whoare heires of falvation in Chrift. In this affurance 


let us folace our felves, and be of comfort, knowing that the An- 
geass 
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gels in heaven are mizifters for us „when we are Chrifts dittle ones 4 
and they behold the face of our heavenly Father-And let us in this 
hope harden our faces, and ftand with courage before all wicked 
violent enemies and perfecutours. Andas we are here affured,that 
the Angels being created by the Lord Chrift, and having him for 
their héad, adding light andholinefle unto them ; muft needs love 
us as fellow-creatures and members under the fame head, and be 
ready and willing to help us when God fends them:fo we are here 
admoniihed to love them as our fellow-fervants, under one & the 
{ame Lord, and as creatures made in the fame image, but more 
excellent and by one and the fame hand, rejoycing in heaven at 
our converfion, and turning unto God by repentance. 

Here alfo we areadmonifhed, that we are not to dream or ima- 
gine, that Chrif tooke the nature of Angels on him, though he 
becalled the Axgell of the (Covenant, and of Gods prefence, and the 
Archangell, that 1s, the Prince of Angels ; for an Angell he 1s cal- 
led in refpe& of his office, but by nature he is no Angell , but as 
different from Angels, as the Creatour and Lord differs from the 
creature, who is by him created of nothing, and the fervant mi- 
niltring to him. F 

The third point of inftruction is , That the Angels were crea- 
ted sn the beginning of the world , in the firt moment of time, by 
Gods firit a& of creation. This is confirmed. Job 38.7, where 
Angels are called the fozs of God, to fhew, that he is their father 
by creation ; and alfo the ftarres ofthe morning , to fhew, that 
they were created in the firt moment or morning of the creati- 
on, with the firft light, the highet heavens; and are faid to fing 
together,and to lift up their voice, when God laid the firft cor- 
ner-{tone and foundation of the earth; which neceflarily implies, 
that then they were already made, and had a being given before, 
even with the heavens. Alfo P/al.104.4.where God is firit faid to 
make his Angels fpirits , and his minifters a flaming fire ; and 
then to lay the fonndations of the earth, that is, of the inferiour 
vifib!e world. 

This {erves to fhew, that Angels and their aétions are not fo 
properly meafared by time, asthe actions of men, and other infe- 
riour creatures : but as they were created in the firft beginning, 
with the firt moment of time; fo they can remove a 
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fence into places far dittant in a moment; without time, and doe 
things quickly in an inftanc, and are fwift meflengers,j 

Fourthly, in that the Angels are here included in the word Doér. 4. 
Heavens,and are faid to be created with them in the beginning ; Angels 
Hencé we may Jearne, That the Angels are Gods firft creatures, 3° B 
made perfect out of nothing , by the firt a& of fimple and abfo- “aaa 
lufe creation. For proofe of this we needno further argument l 
but thofe Scriptures which athrme, that God made his Angels 
Spirits, that is. fpirituall fubftances, which are the moft perfect of 
creatures, and come neare(t in nature to God, who is a fpirit , as 
Pfal.104.4.and Hebr.t.7. If they had been created out ofany 
matter made before, then they mult have been made cut of the 
rude maffe, without forme , called earch: For all things which 
were created not by abfolute and fimp e creation, but out of 
fome thing made before, were created out of the rude maffe, the 
earth ; but Angels were not made out of ic : for it is che com- 
mon matter of the vifib'e and inferiour world ; but Angels are 
invifible, and were created to bee inhabitanrs of the higheft 
invilible heavens: therefore they mult needs be the firt of Gods 
creatures made perfect, as the invifible heavens were, of nothing, 
by the firit act of imp'e and abfolute creation. 

This difcovers to us the excellency of the Angelicall nature,that Kfe. 
the Angels are Gods mafter-piece , his firft and moft perfe Excellen- 
worke inall the creation. The rude mafie, without forme, called cie of the 
earth, was made out of nothing , impérfest, void, and full of eae 
darkneffe , and was no perfedt creature ; but the matter of the 
vifible inferiour mutab’e world, and all the creatures therein. The 
higheft heavens were alfo made pertect out of nothing, to be the 

lace of the Angels.the heavenly Spirits; but yet rhe Angels miit 
be more excellent then they by nature, becan’e they were made 
to ferve for rhe ufe of Angels, even to be the place of their habi- 
tation. And yet the Angels, thofe excellent and chiefett of all 
creatures, are in Chrift become our brethrenand fellow-fervants; 
yea, they are after a fort made our fervants and miniltring {pirits, 
fent forth to minilter for them, who mhall be heires of falvation : 
Wherefore, as we are by this dof&rine ftirred np to contemplate 
with admiration upon the excellency of the Angelicall nature ; 


andto wonder at Gods bounty to us frat!e men, inferiour earthly 
y ) 
creatures, 
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creatures, in honouring us {0 farre, as give his glorious Angels tó 
minifter for us : Soalfo we are provoked to magnifie, and extcll 
the infinite excellency of the merits and mediation of the Lord 
Chri{t our Redeemer and Saviour , who procured and purchafed 
this honour and dignity for us, that the blefled Angeis fhould mi- 
nifter for our good, who of our felves, and by our finnes, deferved 
to be flaves of the Divell, and evill Angels : Wherefore, as An- 
gels grudge not to minifter for us; fo let not us grudge, but re- 
joyce to minifter for the pooretft of the Saints, and the little ones 
of Chrifts focke, our brethren. 

The fifth point of Do&rine is, That the Angels were created in 
and with the highe{t heavens ; and by creation were made to in- 
habit thofe heavens, as the natural! and proper place of their be- 
ing and habitation. This Do@trine is confirmed, firft by the ex- 
prefie words of Mofes himlelfe , in the firft words of the next 
Chapter, viz.Gen.2.1. Thus the heavens and the earth were finifhed, 
and all the hoft ofthem. In which words he plainly athrmes, That 
not onely che heavens and the earth, but alfo all the hott of them 
were thus created and perfe&tly finifhed, that is, in that order and 
maner as he hath before related in my Text,& the rett ofthis firt 
Chapter.Now in this Chapter we have not one word which can be 
under{tood of the creation of the hot of the higheft heaven, that 
isthe Angels, but onely thefe words of my Text, which afirme, 
that iz the beginning, that is,in the firt moment, when God began 
to give being to his firft creatures, he created the heavens ; that is, 
the higheft heavens diftin& from the earth , which was the com- 
amon matter of all the vifible world ; and with thofe heavens the 
hoft of them, that is, the Angels, which are the hoft and inhabi- 
tants of them. For it is anufuall thing in the Scriptures, to figni- 
fie by the name of a place the proper inhabitants of the place, to- 
gether with the place it felfe, as I have before fhewed by divers 
examples. Yea, the word heavens is ufed to fignifie the Angels, as 
I have fhewed from 7ob 1§.15.Therfore it is a thing mot clear & 
manifeft, thatthe Angels were created together with the higheft 
heavens,as the hoft & naturall inhabitants ofthem,and thofe hea- 
vens,by the law of creation,are the naturall and proper place of 
their being and habitation. Secondly, the Scriptures fully prove 
this point, which call che Angels, the -dagels of heaven 3 as a 
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thew 24.36. and Galat.1.8.and the heavenly hoff, as Luke 2.1 3.and 
mame the Angels amone the hofts of the Lord, which from the 
heavens, and in the heights fing Halleluiah and praife to him, as 
Pfal.148.1,2. Thirdly, this doctrine is confirmed by divers rea- 
fons,grounded on the Word of God. 
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teftimonies of holy Seripture,towic, that the Angels were not 
from all eternity, boc were created by Elohim , that ts, the true 
God, whois one God:and three perfons , as is plainly teftifed, 
Pfal.104,4.and 148.5. and*Co/of-1.16.upon this infallible ground 
I chus argue, That Angels being creatures , created and made by 
God, mutt of neceffity be created either before the heavens, or in 
and with the higheft.heavens ; or elfe together with the Ele- 
ments, and the-creatures of the inferiour vifible world , which 
were all made out of that rude mafe called:earzh;wi_ich was with- 
out forme, and void: But they were not»made before the hear 
vens : For the:heavens were made in the beginning, that is, in the 


— firftmoment , when God began firit to make:and to give being 


_ 


to creatures; before which beginning therecould beno. creation 
of Angels; or any other things:, Neither indéed: was: there any 
place, wherein Angels could fubfiit, before the heavens vere made. 
Certainly, no finite creature can fubfift in it felfe; without a place 
in meer nothing ; it is ptoper to God onely to'fubfift in and of 
himfelfe. Neitherwere they created rogether with the earth,and 
other elements and creatures of the vifible world; For it is plain- 
ly reftified, Job 38.7. that when God laid the. foundations of the 
earth, and firetched the lines upon it, and laid the corner-ftone 
thereof, then the fons of God fhouted for joy, that is, the. Angels ; for 
they are called the fons of God, Fob 1:7. and there were no other 
living creatures then made: Therefore the ‘Angels were in- 
doubtedly created before the earth ; or elfe they could not have 
fhouted and-fung together, when the earth wasmade. David 
alfo reftifiech,that the Angels were made fpirits frt, P/al.1 04.4. 
and after them God laid -the foundation of the earth, Verte 5. 
Therefore it followeth neceflarily. that the Angels were created 
in and wich the higheft heaven, andare the hott and properinha- 
bitants thereof. bees wre gers” | 
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Secondly , that place from which the evill Angels were.caft Realon s. 
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downe, and did. fall, when they finned, and left their firft eftate 
and habitation, is their naturalb proper place in which God crea- 


ted them ; and they by creation are the proper inhabicants there- 


of. Nowthat isthe highe(t heaven: for when Tome of rhe An- 
gels, to wit, proud Luecsfer, thé Divell and his Angels finned , and 
left their habitation , as Saint Jude fpeakes, Jude 6.then they. were 
calt downe to hell, 2 Pet.2.4. even from heaven, as the Prophet 
Ifaiab tekifieth, [fa.14.1.2. faying, How are thou fallen from hea: 
vei, O Lucifer ? Therefore undoubtedly.the Angels in their crea- 
tion were made in and with the higheft heavens, and had them gi- 
ven for their proper and naturall habitation. r 

The third reafon is drawne: from the order which God obfer+ 
ved in thecreation : For as foone as God had fitted any part or 
place of the world forthe creatures which were to.dwell, and to 
have their being in it;;he made thofe creatures; and replenifhed 
the place with them :So foomas the airie heavens were made, and 
the waters feparated from the earth, and place made for the Sun, 
Moone, ;and Starres, and for their beames to be ftretched out 
from heaven to earth; then. the hoft of the vifible heavens , “the 
Sunne; Moon, and Starres were created and'placedin them: And 
fo foon as theifea was fitted for living and moving creatures,God 
created them out of it; and fo likewife when the earth was made 
to land ont of the warers, and furnifhed with herbs, plants, and 
trees, for the ufe of living creatures,God.created birds and beafts; 
and when it was furnifhed with all creatures fit for mans ufe,then 
he created man,and the woman alfo an help meet for him:There-+ 
fore undoubtedly fo foon as he created the higheft heavens, the 
proper and naturall placeof the Angels, then and together with 
thofe heavens he did ‘create the Angels, which are the heavenly 
hoft and fuffered them not to remaine one houre empty, without 
rheir firnitureand inhabitants -=< o7 

This Doétrine thus laid downe and proved, befides fome fpect- 


-all ufe which we may make of it for affection and practice, isa 


ground and foundation of many other Doctrines concerning An- 
gels which flow as Conclufions and Corollaries from it,and an oc- 
cafion of queftions to be difcufled : Firft,let me make fome briefe 
application of it, and then proceed to the Doctrines and Quefti- 
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` Fir, in that ‘Angels were created in and With the highelt hea- Kpr. 
ven by Gods powerfull Word, and by his fimple and abfolute act Gods inf- 
of creation ; this fhewes the infinite power and omnipotency of nite pow- 
God, that he can make the molt excellent, immortall, and glori- % -i ea 
ous creatures,greatelt in power and bps > meerly out of no- Matei 
thing by his owne hand immediately. The wifelt, and moft able 
and skilfull Artificers and Mafter-workmen in all the world, and 
among all the fons of men, doe ftand in need of divers helps and 
inftruments for the effecting and perfecting of any good worke, 
and without them he can doe lictle ornothing. He mutt have fer- 
vants and inferiouf workmen undef him ;he mult have good 
rooles and iñltriments fitted for his hand, and he muf have alfo 
good matefials to worke upon ; for he can ftame and make no 
good worke out of courfe {tuffe, and bafe metalls : But lo here an 
admirable Artificer ahd Work-mafter , before whom all the art 
and skill of all creatures is as vanity and nothing. The Lord God, 
the Creatour and Former ofall things, healone hath madeall the 
world; and he- hath not onely made his owne materials, out of - 
whichhe framed this great fabrick of the vifible world, and all 
this without any in{truments or working-tooles ; but alfo hee 
hath made in amoment, in the firft beginning, together with the 
glorious higheft heavens , the Palace and Throne ofhis glorious 
and infinite Majefty , the, mof{t gloricus and excellent of all his 
creatures, the Angels, and char out of nothing, which are great in 
power, wonderfull in ftrength, and admirable in {wiftnefle , im- 
mortall fpirits , able to deftcoy a whole army of men ina night, 
and to overturne kingdomes and cities in one day ; at whofe fight 
and prefence valiant Gideon, a mighty man of warre,and the great 
Captaine of Ifrael, was {o affraid and aftonithed , thar fe cried, 
Aba, Livd God, I (hall die. Zachary, an holy Priett, was. ttricken 
dumbe for a time : And the hardy Roman fouldiers , which wat- 
thed Chrifts fepulchre, were aftonithed,and became as dead men. 
Who therefore, can fufficiently admire this mighty. Creatour ? 
What heart is able. tö conceives or Langue to expreffe his, wif- 
dome, power, and omnipotency ? Let us in‘filence adore him,and 
tremble and feare before him’; not wich fervile and flavifh hor; 
rour, but with holy feare and reverence: -Ler ns flee tobim for 
all help, fatecur, and freneth in all diltreiles ; for fupply of all out 
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wants, for guidance and direction in all our waies. If we be aflu- 
red of his favcur, and that he is With us, and on our fide, and that 
we Cand for his caute ; letus née care who be acainitus,nor feare 
what men and Divels can doe unto us. If we want meanesand 
inftruments, lec vs moc be difmayed ; for he can worke without 
them. If we want neceflary marter, he can make ic, orworke 
Without it, and bring things molt excellent out-of nothing. “For 
this very end,the Lord hath thewed himi{elfe and his divine power 
in the creation, and by the creatures,that we might know and ac- 
knowledge, love andhonour, ferve and worfhip him,and upon all 
occafions give him the glory dne to his name, and tell the people 
what great and \vonderfull things he hath done, andhoyy by fits 
owne ating and power he hath. brought great and Réange things 
to pale. ~") ine fy A 
Secondly, this Doctrine fetves to difcover theerrour and fal- 
fhood of divers opinions, publithed and maintained by men of 
learning : As fr, that of Origen, Bahl, and other Greek fathers, 
who creamed, that the Angels were created many ages before 
the corporeall and vifible world. 2. And that held by fome others, 
That they were created after the creation of Adam. 3.That the 
creation of Angels is not mentioned by Afo/és in the hiftory of 
the creation ; but the time thereof is altogether cancealed, which 
is the opinion of Pererius, and of fome Fathers and, Schoolmen. 
4.That opinion of lome Ancients, who held, That Godby the 
miniftery of Angels created this vifible world. This Dogrine 
proves them all ro be vaine dreames and fictions, in that it fhewes 
ae oy plaine teftimonies and folid arguments out of Gods 
holy Word, that the Angels were created in and with the highelt 
heavens , neither before nor after thèm; and are the inhabitants 
and hoft of rho heavens mentioned, Gex.2-1. and that exprefly 
by CAfefes. 5.Alfo for that opinion of the Popith Schoolmen, 
and of their Mafter efriftorke, who hold, that Angels move the 
fpberes of the viftble heavens ` and guide the feverail motions of 
rhe Sun, Moon, end Starfes ; it isin no cafe ro be allowed. Foras 
the Scriptures doe exprefly afCribe the creation of all things to 
God alone, andto his eternall Word and Spirit, and never men- 
tion Angels, as creators working with God in the creation; but 
as creatures firft made in and with the higheft heavens, and re- 
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‘might be eaten up and confumed ; and fuch were the Angels, as 


the former Doétrine hath plainly proved : Therefore this conclu- 
fion neceffarily flowes from that Doétrine,and is proved and con- 
firmed by it. i 

But we have for further confirmation both plaine teftimonies 
and arguments inthe holy Scriptures: The royall Prophet Da- 
vid, being ravithed with the contemplation of the fuperceleftiall 
glory appearing in the fecondary beames thereof, which fhine in 
the viable heavens, and in the Sun, Moon, and Starres, cries out 
in admiration and wonders that God, dwelling in fuch admirable 
glory, and having fach excellent and glorious company and atten- 
dants about him, fhould vouchfafe to look upon man, or have any 
regard of him : What is man (faith he) that thou art mindfull of hin, 
or the fonne of man, that thou vifiteft him? Pfal.8.4. But inthe next 
words he goeth further, and {peaks fully to the point,and thewes, 
that Chrilt himfelfe, according to his humanity , though concei- ` 
ved and borne moft pure and holy, was made lower then the An- 
gels ; thou hast made him faith heò a Uttle,or fora little while lower 
then the Angels, that is, Chrift in the nature of man,whichhe took 
upon him ; for fo the Apoftle expounds thefe words of David, 
Heby.2.6. And Pfal.103.20. Yee eAngels (faith he) which excell iz 
power. Out Saviour alfo in the Gofpel fheweth plainly , that the 
Angels in heaven are fo excellent in nature and fubftance, as the 
eleét Saints glorified hall be after the laft refurretion ; and their 
moft glorious and bleffed condition , which farre excels e4dam 
ininnocency, fhall be like unto the Ange’s, AZatth.22.30. Saint 
Peter in plaine words faith, that Angels are farre greater then men 
in power and might, 2 Pet.2.11. Saint ‘Paul callsthem e4ugels of 
light, 2 Corinth.11.14, and the Angels of Gods power, 2 Thef-1.7. he: 
numbers them with principalities and powers, which farre excell the 
nature of man, Kom.8.38. Whenfoever he fers forth the greateft 
excellency of things created, greater then in men , he doth in- 
ftance in Angels, as1 Cor.1 3.1.though I {peak with tongues of men 
and e4ngels. And Galat.1.8. IfI,or an Angell from heaven and 
4.14. Ye received me asan Angell of God, yea as Chrift Jefus. Ina 
word, whereas man Is an earthly creature, framed out of duf, in 
refpect of his vifible part his body ; Angels are pure heavenly fpi- 
rituall fubflances, framed immediately ont of nothing, by the 
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fimple and abfolute act of creation. And whereas mans better 
part, the foule, though it be a fpirit ; yet was not created a per- 
fect compleat creature, but made to fubfift in the body, and can- 
not bein ful! perfe&ion without it: Angels are {pirits complete 
and perfet in chemfelves, without fubfiftence in any other crea- 
ture, as fhall appeare hereafter. And therefore Angels are by 
creation, and in nature and {ubftance farre above man in his beit 
naturall eftate, even in the ftate of innocency. 
Firft,this fhewes moft clearly , that all the love and favour yey 
which God extends to man in Chrift, and in giving Chriftto be The love 
mans Saviour and Redeemer , by taking mans nature upon him, of Godto 
and making full fatisfaction therein to jultice for him, and in fa- man here- 
ving man from hell and damnation, and exalting him to heaven- by com- . 
ly glory, is onGods part moft free and voluntary,arifing meerly mended» 
and wholly from the good pleafure of his owne will, and not 
from any merit, worth, and excellency, which heat firit created, 
or fince found in mans nature. If the natural! excellency of any 
creature could procure Gods {peciall favour, or deferve his boun- 
tie,ormove himto fhew mercy to any creature which hath fin- 
ned, and by fin is fallen into mifery ; furely,the Angelicall nature 
fhould have been more refpected of God, then the nature of man: 
and Angels, being fallen, fhould more eafily have found mercy 
at his hand. For (as this Doctrine hath proved) Angels are by 
creation , and in nature and fubftance the chiefeft and moft ex- 
cellent of all Gods creatures, farexcelling man in power, might, 
purity, and being ; And yet,when Angels and man were both fal- 
len, afid found guilty, charged with folly, and involved in mifery, 
God paffed by the Angels, and fhewed no mercy to them ; nei- 
ther gave his Son, to take upon him the nature of Angels, and 
to be their Saviour and Redeemer ; but fo many of them as fin- 
ned, and kept not their firit eftate, but left their habitation, he 
hath veferved in everlafting chaines of darkueffe, unto the judgement of 
the great day, 2 Pet.2. jud.6. But for man, whois of leffe worth, 
and farre inferiour by nature , he hath given his Sonne, to take 
mans nature upon him, to be incarnate and made flefh, and hath 
fent him forth in the forme of fraile and finfull feh, made of a 
woman, and made under the Law, and hath delivered himup to a 
curfed death, and co hellith agonies, pangs, and forrowes, that he 
G4 might 
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might redeem this fraile worme of the earth, miferable and fin- 
full man, from hell and damnation, unto which the Angels 
which finned are referved under darkneffe ; and to exalt him far 
above the ftate of innocency, in which he was created, and his beft 
naturall eftace in Paradife, unto the high eftate of heavenly glo- 
ry, with the eleét. holy, and blefled Angels, which is farre above 
that mutable {tate of glory, in which the Angels were firft crea- 
ted, and fram which fo many of them did fali: Wherefore let us 
admire this free grace of God, and {tand amazed at his wonder- 
full and {upertranfcendent bounty to mankind. And what‘oever 
mercy we receive from him in our deliverance from any evill, or 
whatioever bletfing and benefit of bounty and goodneffe inad- 
vancing us co this {tate of grace or glory , let us wholly afcribe it 
to the good pleafure of his owne free will, and not to any merit 
inour felves, or any excellency created in our nature. And let no 
man glory in his naturall wit or wifdome, and knowledge gotten 
by learning and ftudy,nor boat in his owne ftrength ; but, as ic is 
written, Let him that glorieth, glory in the Lord, and triumph in this, 
that he knoweth Gods free grace and aboundant mercy in Jefus 
Chrift, and hath the {weet talte and experience of it in his owne 
foule. 

Ufe2. Secondly, this ferves to magnifie in our eyes both the large 
And.the meafure of Gods bounty to his eleétin Chrift , and alfo the infi- 
aki nite power and excellency of Chrift his mediation, and the digni- 
not ta. ty and worth of his perfon, in which hee hath fo dignified our 
king the fraile nature, by affuming it upon himéfelfe, and uniting it perfo- 
nature of nally to his Godhead; that hee hath exalted it farre above the 
ie molt glorious and excellent ftate of the Angels in heaven. That 

— Angels are the beft and chiefeft of all Gods creatures by creati- 

on, and in nature and fubftance farre more excellent then man in 
his beft naturall eftate of innocency , I have proved in this Do- 
étrine. And yet Chrift taking upon him our nature,which was far 
inferiour tothe Angels, and uniting it perfonally to himfelfe, as 
he is the eternall Sonne of God, hath dignified, and exalted, and 
crowned it with glory and excellency farre above all Angels, Princi- 
palities, Thrones, and Dominions, Hebr.2.7. fo that the holy, 
elect and blefled Angels exalted above their beft naturall efate, 
to the immutable eftate of fupernaturall life , imbrogli and 

glory, 
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glory,doe adore and worfhip him, as David fore-told, Pfal.97.7. 

and the Apoftle afirmes, Heb.1.6.He is the head of all, and they all 

are made fubjett to him, 1 Per.3.22. And fo wonderfull is Gods 

bounty to man in Chrift, and fo powerfull and excellent is Chrifts 

mediation for the ele& of mankind, that by Chrifts mediation 

concutring and working together with Gods bounty , according 

to wifdome, and for the fatisfattion of Gods juftice, a ready way 

is made for them into the Holy of holies,the Heaven ofheavens : 

and they are not onely exalted and elevated farre above their beft 

naturall being, unto the bleffed ftate of the glorious Angels ; buc 

alfo the holy Angels , with whom they fhine in heavenly glory 

hereafter in the life to come, are made of God miniltring {pirits, 

whom Chrift hath procured to minifter for their good here in 

this world in the ftate of grace ; {o that upon him, asupon the 

Ladder in Jacobs dreame, the Angels of God defcend from hea- 

ven to earth, and afcend from past to heaven, and doe encamp 

round about them, to fave and deliver them, as David faith, Pfal. 

34-7. Yea,and when the evill Angels fhall be judged at the latt 

day, they fhall through Gods infinite bounty, and for the meric 

and worthineffe of Chrift, be advanced to fit upon Thrones with 

him, and to judge and give fenrence again(t the Dsvel/,and all his 

Angels, as wee reade,1 Corinth.6.3. And therefore if wee had the 

tongues of men and Angels,we are never able to utter or exprefle 

the infinite excellency, worth, and dignity of the perfon and me- 

diation of Chrift, nor fufficiently to extoll, laud,and magnifie the 

bounty of God to poore mankind in Chrift. And here we fee, that 

truly verified , which the Prophet fore-told, //4.64.4. And the 

Apoftle proclaimed, 1 Cor.2.9. that fince the beginning of the 

world, the eye of man hath not feen, nor his eare heard, neither hath i 

ever entered into the heart of man, what good things God hath prepared 

for them that love kim. _ 

Thirdly,chis Doctrine fervesro worke in us a true love, andre- y@ 3, 

verent refpect of the Angels of God, as being the chiefeft of Love and 

Gods creatures , and by nature more excellent then man in his reverence 

beft naturall eftate, and great in power, able to helpus more then te An- 

all othercreatures, when God offers occafion an opportunity, a 

and gives them charge overus. Every man is bound to thinke 

better, and more reverently of other men, who are inany gifts 
more 
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more excellent then himfelfe , though they be all ofone nature 
and kind, and of the fame flefh and bloud. And God hath put 
upon the beats of the field by naturea feare and refpect of man, 
becanfe he is a more excellent creature. Now the Angels are by 
nature and creation more excellent then man in his beft-naturall- 
.eftate ;and man in the fupernaturall eftate of glory, fhall be but 
equall to the ele&t and holy Angels: And therefore, as we mult 
ever labour to decline that fervile fuperStition, and bafe will-worfhip 
of Angels, which is condemned, Colof'2.18.and muk beware of 
giving divine and religious worfhip tothem , which they them- 
felves reject and refule, being our fellow-fervants, and have utterly 
detefted and forbidden , when ic hath been offered, as appeares, 
Revel, 9.10. and 21.9. fo we mutt take heed, that we doe not 
thinke meanly of them, as if they were but our fervants, becaufe 
‘they minifter for our good : For in guarding us, and encamping 
about us, and in miniftring for us, they are not our fervants whic 
owe us fervice ; neither have we power to command them, nor 
ability to requite them for the leaft fervice : but they are the fer- 
vants of God, and of our Lord Chrilt, and fellow-feryants with 
all Kings,Prophets,and Holy men of God; and as Gods Embaffa- 
dors,and Princely Courtiers & Minifters,we ought to efteem and 
refpect them, with all love and hearty affection. And, as in all 
places where there are Embaffadors and noble Princes and Cour- 
tiers of great Emperours and Monarchs, men will havea care to 
beare themfelves orderly, and to doe all things decently, and will 
be affraid and afhamed to commit any abfurdity, or beare them- 
felves immodeftly:So let us in the publick affemblies ofthe Saints, 
and in holy congregations of Gods Church,where Angelsare fup- 
pofed fometimes to guard us, and to over-look us (as the words of - 
the Preacher feem to import, Ecclef:5.6.and of the Apoftle alfo, 
1 Cor.10.11.) beare our felves reverently, and beware of all vaine 
words, filthy behaviour, and beaftly drowzineffe and fleepineffe, 
as ifwe camero the Church like uncleane dogges for company 
only, or to lye fnorting and fleeping , which is the evill cuftome 
and practice of many carnal! people. 
“fe 4. Fourthly, this Doctrine ismattet of comfort to Gods poore de- 
Comfort {pifed fervants, in chat it doth affure them, that the Angels which * 


hereby to Jove them, and as friends rejoyce in their converfion ; and as guar- 
_the godly. | : dians’ 
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dians prote& and watch over them, are great, excellent, and glo- 

rious above all earthly men : And therefore,though the great men 
-ofthe world {corne and defpife them, and among fuch they can 

find no favour, help, or defence ; yet let them comfort them- 

felves, and rejoycein this, that he,who is higher then the higheft, - 

hath a guard, co whofe care and charge he hath committed them ; 

and that not of mighty men, in whom there is no help , but of ‘ 

Angels, which in power, ftrength, and giory far exceed the moft 

excellent among the fons of men. 

| 2.Corollary. 

Secondly, in that Angels were created in and with the higheft Angels ` 
heaven, to be the natural! inhabitants futable to the place ; hence are hea- ` 
we may gather a definition of Angels, to wit, that Angels are venly pi- 
heavenly Spirits, or pure and entire {pirituall fubftances , created "* 
in the beginning by God after his owne image, every one of 
which is diftinét from another by a fpeciall exiftence, or proper 
‘particular being of his owne, which God hath given to have in 

imfelfe for ever. Firft, in that Angels were not made and crea- 
ted out of the rude maffe, without forme, and void,which is called 
earth, andthe deep , nor of any other matter before made by 
‘God; but in the firt beginning of all things were created perfeit 
creatures in and with the higheit heavens, the live! y and proper in- 
habitants of them : Hence ir neceflarily followes, that they are 
pure heavenly fpirits,and intire {pirituall fubftances , not parts of 
any body or perfon, nor compounded of any matter firt made, 
and ofa forme thereto added afterwards; and therefore havea 
proper exiftence and being, every one in himfelfe, which cannot 
be diffolved, but in refpect of fecond canfes remaines immorrall : 
fo that this definition, and every branch thereof flowes from the 
former Doétrine, as a naturall Corollary, or neceffary Conclufi<. 
on. And it dothexcellently fet forth the nacure,and naturall be- 
ing and properties of Angels, by which they are diftinguifhed 
from all other things. 

Firft,in that they are called fpirits, or pure fpirituall ubftances, q.. 
this fhewes their nature and being , wherein they refemble God, 
and beare his image, who is the one onely crue Jehovah, wha: 
hath his effence and being in andof himfelfe, and gives eflence 


and being to all things, and by whom all things fubait , as that’ 
i | mame 
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name Jehovah fignifies, which he affumes as proper to himéelfe, 
Exod.3.14,15. and //4.42.8. and who isa fpirit,as our Saviour te- 
ftifieth, John 4.24. Andby this name fpzrits , they are dittingui- 
fhed from all bodily creatures. 

Secondly, in that they are called pure, intire, {pirituall fubftan- 
ces, and perfect creatures,which have every onea proper exiftence 
and particular being ; hereby they are diftineuifhed trom the fpi- 
rics, that is,the foules of men, which are not intire, complete,and 
perfect creatures of themfelves by creation ; but are made to be, 
and to fabfift in an humane body, and together with the body to 
make upaperfectman. Hereby alfo they are diftinguifhed from 
the breath of life, and the vitall and animall fpicics , which are in 
living bodies of men, and other living creatures : for they are not 
pure, perfect, intire creatures, which fubfift hy themfelves, but 
fraile vanifhing parts of creatures, which continually increafe and 
decreafe, fade and perith. | 

Thirdly, in that they are called heavenly {pirits,hereby they are 
diftinguifhed not onely from the fpirits created here below on 
earth in this inferiour world, even foules of men, and all bodily 
{pirits; but alfo from God,whoisa fpiric,but not contained in any 
placesno not in the Heaven of heavens : but is effentially prefent 
in all places, as well in earth as imheaven,as the Scriptures tetti- 
fie, 1 Kiz.8.27. and Pfal.1 39.8. 

Fourthly, in that they are faid to be created in the beginning 
by God, hereby they are diftinguifhed from the abfolute effence 
of God, and from every one of the three perfons in one God: for 
they are not created, but are abfolutely erernal!l, without begin- 
ning of being. 

Fifthly, in that they are faid to be created in the image and fi- 
militude of God, this fhewes the excellent natural! properties of 
Angels, that they are living, fpirituall, and immortall creatures, 
indued with knowledge, wifdome, underftanding, liberty of will, 
power, ftrength, and activity to doe and performe great things 
wilely, juftly, and freely, and fo to refemble God in his glorious 
attributes and workes. : 

Sixthly, in that they are faid to be diftinguifhed one from an- 
other by a proper and particular fubfiftence and being, which eve- 
ry one hath by himéelfe ; this fhewes that Angels are not one 
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common {pirit, breathed into the highett heavens, and everyone 
apart ofthat; one {piric; but they are every one a whole fùb- 


{tance or perfon by himtelfe, as Auguftine faith, Exchirzd.1 $. Enchivid. 
Laftly, in that every one is faid to have a proper exiltence and a 


particular being, which God hath given him to have in himéelfe, 7, 
by which he differs from the reft ; this neceffarily implies , that 
Angels are finite, and limited both in their fubitance and num- 
ber, and are mutable, not infinite and unchangeable, as God is. 
This is the definition, which in the feverall parts and branches 
thereof doth fully fet forth the nature and natural! properties of 
dieci I proceed to the confirmation of the feverall parts in or- 
Ei a git 7 

Firft,chat Angelsare {pirits, or fpirituall fubftances, the holy x, 
Scriptures afirme moft clearly, P/al.104.4. and Heb.1.7.where it They are 
is aid, that he maketh his Angels (pirits. And Hebr.1.1 4.where fpirits. 
they are called miniffring fpirits. And left any fhould thinkeor 
imagine, that Angels are not fpirits by nature and creation, but 
by.grace and communion of the Holy Ghoft , which is given to 
the ele& Angels inand by Chrift,and by which they become ho- 
ly, and are fettled inthe immutable ftate of eternall blefledneffe, 
we have molt cleare'teftimonies in thofe Scriptures , which cali ` 
not onely the good aud elect Angels fpirits, as Aét.2 3.9. and the 
places before cited ; bur alfo the evill Angels of Satan, even the 
Divell himfelfe and his Angels, which in fefpect of their fibfance 
which they ftill retaine, though they have loft their goodnefle 
and uprightneffe, are ftill called {pirits,as Levit.20.27. 1 Sam.16. 
I Kin.22, (Matth.8.16. Alt.5.16. Ephef-2.2. where the Divell 
{peaking in falfe Prophets, and his fpirit of furyin Saul,and of jing 
in Ahabs Prophets, and.his evil Angels pofietfing divers perfons, 
and eaft out by Chrilt and his Apoitles, are called evill and un- 
clean {pirits. \ i ` 

Secondly, that Angels areentire and complete fpirituall b- 2. 
ftances, and perfect creatures, which have every one a-propet ex- Entire, & 
iftence and being. in-him(felfe., the holy Scriptures prove moft Pee y 
clearly by divers reafons : Firlt, by naming fome of them by pro-s 7" ; 
per and diftinét names,as the. Angell which was fèst to Daniel, Dan. 
8.16. and to falute the Virgin tary, Luke 1. is called Gabriel. Se- 
condly, by giving them fuchtitles , and afcribing and affigning 
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to them fuch offices as belong to none but complete fubftances. 
and perions, which have a proper and perfonall exiftence : as for — 
example, they are called the fons of God, Fob 1.6. and 38.7. They 
are called Gods meffengers and mimfters , as appeates by their He- © 
brew and Greek names, and by Scriptures, 4Zztth.4.11.and Heb. 
1.14. They have the office of watchers and guardians, which have 
charge given over-the elect, and ‘encamp about the righteous, to 
guard and defend them, and obferve and behold the face of God, 
ready to beat his beck forthe defence of his little ones, asap- 
peates, Num,.22.22.Pfal.34.7.and 91.10. Dan.4.1 3.and Matth. 
18.20. : 

Thirdly, the Scriptures doe plainly fhew, that Angels doe wil 
lingly and readily, and by themfelves performe perfect and com- 
plete attions and workes, which none can doe but perfect crea- 
tures, which have a proper fubfiftence by themfelves : as for ex- 
ample, that in the firft creation as foon as they were created, they 
did fing together, and lift up their voice, Fob 38.7. that they praife 
God, hearken to the voice of his word, and keep hts commandements, 
Pal.103.20,and 149.2. that they have appeared and [poken to men; 
as to Gideon, Fudg,6.to the father of Sampfon, Fudg.12.and to E- 
liah, 1 Kia.1 9. that they have comforted Chrift in his agony, Luke 
22.rolled the tone from his fepulchre, Marth.28. opened the 
prifon doores,and fet the Apoftles at liberty, 4d.5.and 12. and 
have fmitren and deftroyed thoufands of men in a night, as 2 Kin 
19.and rejoyce over finners which repent. 

Fourthly, the Scriptures reckon up Angels not among thofe 
infpirations, motions, or affections , which proceed from Gods 
Spirit, or any other perfon or fubftance ; but among perfett crea- 
tures, and fpirituall fabftances, which live, and move, and fabfitt 
by theméelves, and not in another fubftance ; and fo the Spirit of | 
God fpeakes of them, P/al.149.5. and inall the places, where 
they are faid to come From heaven-to-earth , and to be fent from- 

God unto men. air. thes 
3. Therhird point inthe definition is, That'Angels are heavenly 
Heavenly fpirits, that is, neither made of any bodily fubftance , nor com- 
fpirit® pounded of any elements, or crd¥tures of the vifible world,but of 
a pure and heavenly nature, madé'td dwell im the higheft heaven, 
as in their proper and naturall-place- of habitation , and fom 
ave 


"Angels are like unto God. 
have their continual! refidence. This is manifeftly proved by the 
former Do@trine, and alfo by thofe Scriptures which teftifie, that 
they alwaies, and continually # heaven. behold the face of God , as 
Matth.18.10.and that they are the heavenly host, Luke 2.13.and 
Spirits of heavens Zach.6.5. And there they encamping, are ina 
moment as ready to defend the righteous, and to guard the 
Church militant on earth, and avenge all. wrongs done to Gods 
little ones,as if they were here prefenc on earth:for in the twinck- 
line of an eye, they can defcend from heaven to earth, and deliver 
the godly, and ftay the hand of their enemies , and fmite them 
with death, as we fee by the army of Angels coming from heaven, 
and guarding Ejha , fo foon ashe called upon God, 2 Kin.6.and 
by the Angell of God,which, at the praier of Hezekiah,deltroyed 
all the army of the Affyrians in one nighc: and at our Saviours 
praier inhisagony , appearing prefently from heaven, and com- 
forting him. Ina word, our Saviour affirmes, that {pirits have noe 
fih and bones, Luke 24.39. They cannot be feen with bodily eies, 
nor felt by bodily hands, as corporall things may be : Therefore 
Angels, being {pirits, are not corporall, nor compounded of bo- 
dily elements, but are pure, and ##vz/ible, as the Apoftle cals them, 
Colof.1.46. 

The fourth point to wit, That Angels were created by God in 
the beginning, and God hath given to them their being, 1s aboun- 
dantly provedin divers Doctrines before : I need not fay any 
more of it. f | 

The fifth point is, That Angels were created in the image of 
God, and doe in many refpects refemble God more then any o- 
cher creatures: Firft, in their very fubitance and naturall being ; 
for as God isa /pirit, fo they are fpirirs, yea pure {pirits, and in that 
refpect refemble God more rhen any other creatures. Secondly, 
as Godis abfolutely pure and fimple; {o they are more pure and 
fimple then any other creatures, and have no corporall or vifible 
fubftance in them. Thirdiy, as God is the ving God, and even 
life it felfe ; and as he is infinite in wifdome, knowledge, good- 
neffe, and power, and doth all things freely of himfelfe, according 
to the ae pleafure of his owne will; alfo is in and of himfelfe 
moft glorious and bleffed for ever, and with him is no variable- 
nefle, or fhadow of turning ; fo Angels are moft quick, active,and 
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lively {pirics, the molt exceilent. of all Gods creatures in wif 
dome, knowledge, and liberty of wiil, and inall goodneffe, and 
good wili towards men: they arealfo great in powet,and excell iz 
frrength, Pfal.1 03.20. and are called the ‘bleffed and glorious An. 
cels of light ; heaven,the place of bliffe, is their habitation : And’ 
as they are incorporeall {pirits, which cannot be diffolved and die, 
as men doe, when their {foules are feparated from their bodies,and | 
the whole perlon is diffolved : fo,andin that refpe&t, they are im- 
mortall, & do more refemble God,who only hath immortality, 
then any other creatures doe by nature: All thefe things, to wit, 
the lively ftrength, activity knowledge, wifdome,free-will,glory, 
power, and blefled eftate of Angels, wherein they were created, 
the Scriptures doe moft clearly teftifieand declare,where they af- 
firme, that the Angels doe fee:Geds face,who is all inall,and thar 
they look into all the myfteries, kzow the manifold wifdome of God 
concerning the falvation-of the Church , 1 Pet.1.12. and Ephef: 
3.10. and have great joy in heaven over finners which repent; and 
doe relate great and mighty workes done.by Angels,moft readily 
and {peedily without delay. | | 
The fixth point is, That Angels are diftin& and different among 
themfelves, and one from another, by a proper and particular ex- 
iftence,and being : this I have fully proved in the fecond branch. ~ 
The laft is, That Angels are finite in their nature and number, 
and have their bounds and limits;and alfo are by nature muta- 
ble, fuch as might fall from the firt eflate, wherein they. were 
created. That Angels are in nature finice,and cannot be in divers 
places, orin all places at once, is moft plaine, both by this, thar 
they are faid to be Gods heavenly hofland Angels in heaver,that is, 
who are confined to heaven for the proper place of their dwel- 
ling ; and When they are hereon earth , are faid to be defcexded 
from heaven, (Matth.28.2. and to be here, and not there. That 
though they are many, and more then man can number , andin 
that refpedt are called innumerable ; yer that their number is limi- 
ted,and that God knowes the namber of them y cals them by their 
names, and brings them out by number, the Prophet reftifieth, 
Ifa.40.26. That Angels are mutable by nature.fubject to fall from 
the ftate wherein they were created, the Scriptures doe teftife, 
where they make this Gods property , that hee onely changeth 
not, 
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not, Malach. 3. 6. And with him is no variablenefe, Iam. 1. a7. 
And where itis teftified that God hath ‘charged the Angels 
with folly , Zeb 4.18. And many of the Angels did not keep 
their firft eftate , but left their habitation, and by finning did fall 
from Heaven and arecaft downe toHell , and delivered into 
chaines of darkneflc , 2 Per. 2.4. and Jude 6. And that onely 
the ele¢t Angels are made holy and immutably blefled by the 
light which God hath added to them, Zob 4. 18, Thus much for 
the definition of Angels, E 


3. (srollary, 
Sa The third Corollaryis, That thebodily fhapes of men, and Ofthe af- 


other creatures, in which Angels have appeared, were no parts Umed bo- 


of their nature and fubftance , neither were efientially united ce A 

; Btls 

unto them, but were onely aflumed for the prefent time and £ 
occafion, that thereby they might make fraile men fee more evi- 
dently, and acknowledge their prefence and their actions, For 
the heaven of heavens is not the place of groffe earthly bodies; 
_and therefore Angels, being naturall inhabitants of heaven, have 
no fuch bodies perfonally united ; they onely did for a time af- 
fume the bodies in which they appeared and performed fome 
actions on earth. The wordes of our Saviour, Lak, 24. 39. 
fhew that Spirits have not flefh and bones, Therefore Angels 
being fpirits have no fuch bodies united to them as thofe 


whereinthey appeared. 
4. Corollary. 


That Angels are confined to theplaces in which they are, How Aw: 
and are in places definitively though not circum{cribed and Mea- gels are im 
fared by them as bodily things are ; Angels being pure {pirits, a place. 
doe not con/ift of parts as bodily things doe; neither have they 
any bodily quantity or dimenfion, as length, breadth, height, and 
thicknefle ; and fo they cannot bee compaffed about, nor mea- 
fured, nor limited by any bodily {pace ; but yet they are defini- 
tively in their places, that lsp" thereand no whereelfe; and their 
fudftance together with bodily fubftances may be in the fame 
‘place; asthe whole foule of manis in the whole body, and is 
wholly in every part of it oN no where elfe, foitis with 
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y. Corollary.. 


Seeing Angels are by création the proper and natural inha- 
bitants ofthe higheft heavens , whichis a moft {pacious place, 
compaffing about the whole vifible World , and more large and 
capacious then all other places ; as Solomon doth intimate, 
1 Kin, 8,27. Hence it followeth that the Angels are many in 
number, more then can be numbred by man, and fo in refpeé of 
man innumerable. For we muft not thinke that God , who in 
the creation replenithed the Sea with fifhes, the aire with 
birds, and the vitible heavens with innumerable ftarres, and the 
earth with beafts and creeping things ; and commanded man 
to multiply and replenith the earth, wouldleave the beltand moft 
glorious place of all not fully replenithed with inhabitants,¢lo- 
rious Angels, who were created at the fir in their full number: 
undoubtedly therefore there muft be many, farre more then man 
can number. And this the Prophet Daniel faw ina vifionand 
tellificd, Dan. 7. 10. where hee faith that a thoufand thoxfand 
miniftred to the Lord Chrift, and ten thenfand thonfand ftood 
before him, Alfo in the Gofpell wee read that there was a Le- 
gion ; that ts, fix thoufand divels in one man, Mark, 5. 9. And 
if there be fo many divels, that is, evill Angels in one man; then 
furely the whole company or multitude of thofe evill Angels 
muftbe many, And the whole company of Angels, in the firft 
creation of which fome onely did fall and become Divels, mut 
needs much more bee innumerable, And ifthat conje@ure and - 
pinion of learned men be true, to wit, that the Angels which 
finned and were cat downe from heaven, areas many in num- 
beras all the ele¢t of mankind which have beene, are, or (halbe 
to theend of the World; and that they fhall fill up the glorious . 
manfions, and fapply the roomes and places of the left Angels; 
then furely the multitude of all thg Angels which God created. 
muft needs, bee great. and innumerable, farre exceeding our ca- 


pacity. 
6. Corollary. 

Sixthly the higheft heavens, being the place of reft , and not: 
ofmotion which is proper to valible and cosporeall things, and 
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being the place where God hath appointed that the eternall reft 
or Sabbath fhalbe kept; Therefore the Angels, which were crea- 
ted to bee the naturall inhabitants of thofe glorious heavens, 
were not madeto move with badily motion, as bodily creatures 
doe: their coming from heaven to earth is not apaflage through 
the whole fpace between heaven and earth, which would re- 
quirea long time; but, as it is with the mindes and thoughts of 
men, they are now here exercifed about things prefent, and ina 
moment of time, in the twinckling of an eye, they are in there- 
moteft parts of the World, or in the higheft heavens, and yet 
fle not through the {pace bet weene: fo it may well ke,and we 
may with good reafon conceive, that the Angels, which are of 
a purer and more heavenly fudftance then our foules, and more 
nimble and active thenthe mindes or thoughts of men are by 
mature; can ina moment bee prefent here on carth, and in the 
next moment bee againein heaven, Buthowfoever, or by what 
way foever, they defcend andafcend , itis moft certaine, that 
they are the /wifteft of all things created; and fo much the Scri- 
ptures thew clearly in many places, where they deferibe An- 
els with wings „and call them Cherubins and Seraphins ; yea 
ome one of them with many wings, which are intruments of 
flying and of {wifteft motion, as Gen. 3. 24, Ezech. 10,1. 19. 
and 11. 22. and Z/a. 6. 2. Alfo weread that on a fuddaine, even 
in an inftant , a whole wultitud: of she heavenly hoff have de~ 
{cended from heaven and beene prefent on earth, Luk, 2.13. 
: And the Angell ofthe Lord is faid to excampe with an heavenly 
-ho round about them that feare God, P/alm 34. 7. not by being 
here refident and abiding on earth, out of their proper place of 
abode; but by {tanding before God in heaven, and beholding his 
face; that they may bee ready in a moment when hee gives the 
watch word to prefent themfelves on earth, there to deliver 
hiscl>@,andto deftroy their enemies, as our Saviour doth in- 

timate, Marth. 18, 20. 
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their dwelling ; Hence it followes , that it is againft nature, and 
contrary to the order of creation, that many Angels are ex- 
cluded and fhut out ot heaven, even all the evill- Angels: And 
itisa thing above nature, even the fupernaturall grace and gift 
of God, and a thing purchafed and procured by the infinite 
power,exccllency, and dignity of Chrifts nerit and mediation; 
that the elect and holy Angels fhould bee made miniftering 
fpirits, and fent forth to miniffer for them who fhall be heires of fal- 
vation, asthe Apoftle faith , Hebr. 1. 14. And here now oc- 
cafion is offered to difcourfe aboutthe fin and fall ofthe Divell 
and evill Angels ; how contrary it was to the law of nature, 
that they fhould forfake their ftation , fin againft God, and not 
ftand in the truth, and tothe order which God fet in the crea- 
tion ; that they fhonld leave their dwelling, and exclude them- 
felves out of heaven , and be cat downe into Hell, Alfo here 
is occafion given to fhew, that the elect Angels come to mi- 
nifter for the cleat through the fupernaturall power and efficacy 
of Chrifts mediation; & that Chri(t,by fuperiaturall grace and be- 
nefits given tothe heavenly Angels, hath obliged and bound 
them tohimfelfe, to obey him as their head, and to -minifter - 
for the good of his little ones, But thefe things come more fittly 
to bee handied after the creation , when wee come to difcourfe 
ofthe confufion of the World by the Divels Apoftafie and mans. 
fall; and ofthe reftoring of mankind, and the renning and per- 
i fe&ting of the World by Chrift. ° 
yje y. _Now thefe Do-trines thus opened and proved, are of great 
Comfort ufe for comfort and confidence to all the elect and faithfull 
by themi- people of God, in the midft ofall troubles which befall them in. 
aifteryof this life; and when dangers and worldly enemies befet them 
Angels. yound about ; alfo for confirmation and ftrengthening of them 
againft all the affaults , and temptations of the Divell. For ifthe 
glorious Angels which are miniftering {pirits for their good, 
which alfolove them, rejoyce at their converfion, watch for 
their fafety, and are their fellow fervants under one Lord Chrift, 
be fuch heavenly, powerfull, and active {pirits even by creation; 
fo excellent in ftrength, fo lively, quick, and ready at hand to 
help ina moment when God gives the watch-word; what need 
we feare or faint fo long as wee cleave to God and fticke to his 
MENE His e ere erly loving Siler soe ee 
rye 
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Prieft hatha feeling of our infirmities and doth pity us; he will 

be ready to help; and he hath mighty inftruments and ininifters, 

even thoufands and ten thoufand thoufands ready to fave and 
deliver us from all enemies, as he did Danie? from the Lyons, 

ahd his three fellowes froin the fiery furnace. Or, 1f hee doth 
- not fend them to deliver us ont of the troubles of this lite ; yet 

hee will at our death {end his Angels to carry our foules with 
triumph to heaven, as E/iah was carried up in a fiery Chariot,and. 

the foule of Lazarns is faid to bee carried up by them into 
.dbrahams bofome. Wherefore let us not feare'either multi- 

tude, malice, or might of enemies ; but carefully ferve God and 
confidently ret on the Lord Chrift our Redeemer and Sa- 

viour. . 2> i 

- Secondly, Thefe Doctrines ferve to difcuver divers errours ye, z, 
concerning the nature and {ubftance of Angels ; as thatgrefie C onfuta. 
opinion et Peter: Lombard, who held thatthe Angels are cor-tion of © 
poreall fubftances , becaufe the Divell and ewvill Angels fhall contrary 
fuffer the torment, and feele the paines of hell fire, which hath Fors 
no power but’ over bodily creatures: Alfo that opinion of the 
Gentiles, and Cardanus who heldthat the Angels were mortak 

and corruptible creatures ; both thefe are here difcovered to be. 
erroneous. For the firftis builded on a groffe conceipt , that 

the fire of hell is elemental! and corporeall tire; which, as it bur- 

neth and confumeth bodily fubftances, over which it hath 

power ; fo it in time wafteth it felfe, and goeth out : but indeed 

the fire of Hell isthe fire of Gods wrath, which burnethand 
tormenteth worfe then elementarie fire; but confumeth not, 
neither {hall ever be quenched , as our Saviour teftifieth, The 

fecond opinion is alfo confuted by thefe doctrines, which have 
proved Angels to be fpirits or-{pirituall {ubftances; which,though: 
they’may bee. flained within; yet they cannot bee diffolved, ' 

a$ men are in death by the feparation of fouleand body ; nor - 
corrupted, as mens bodies ave m the graves but the evill An- 

gelis {hall live in cternall torment, and their fubftance fhall ne- 

ver be corruptedand confumed , and the holy and blefied An- 

gels are immortall and (hall live in glory for ever , and there 

fhall beno end of their bleffednefie, | 
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Crude. V. 


Ofthe Creation of the Earth. The names whereby it ts called. Pro- 
perties of it, ell creatures have being of God: with Vjes. The 
world ts al mutable , and apposntedfo tobe: Vies. The creation 
and redemption of the World , wherein they refemble one another: 
Vfes, The holy Ghoft + of one and the fame nature with the Father 
ana the Sonne, 


k Gin Second thing created next after the higheft heaven, with. 
the inhabitants thereof the Angels, is the Earth, as my 
Gen,i.2. text here faith in thefe wordes, asd the Earth. But wee muft. 
not here underftand by Earth,this earth or drie land upon which. 
Whatthe senand beats doc live , and move, and have their being; aud- 
earth here ee ; ene? 
i - which is. beautified and adorned with trees ,. plants, greene 
d herbesand flowers; andreplenifhed with ftenes and metals of: 
all forts: For that was created together with the waters of 
the Sea, and brought into formeand replenifhed inthe third: 
day, as appeares inthe, 9, ro. 11. verfes of this Chapter. But. 
here by Earth, weeare to underftand a certainerude matter and: 
maffe withoxt. forme and void , out of which God made alk the. 
inferiour vifible World,and all things. therein contained ; fo the 
wordes following in the fecond verfe plaincly thew: The earth» 
was without forme and void, and darkueffe was upon. the face: 
of the deep. Now that wee may know what creature this Earth 
was,wee are to confider thefe 3.things; Firft, the feverall names 
by which it 2s called, Secondly , the properties by which itis. 
defcribed.. Thirdly , the meanes by. which it- was upheld in. 
being, and difpofed to bee the-common matter ofall. other vi-.. 
fible things-created afterwards, 
Thenames Firft, the namesby which it is:called are three , 1.y9N, the: 
ofit, earth, 2 DTM, the deep. 3. 03N, waters. Firit it is called zbe 
1. earth becaufe of the groffenefle, unmoveablenefie, and impurity 
of it. For the earth is ofall elements moft grofic,heavy, impure, 
and confufed, not fit to move out of the place wherein it is; moft | 
untractable and not ready to apply it felfe to any other thing, and 
ard | 
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hard to bee turned into the forme ofother things without 1a- 
bour and working of it. This firt rude and informed maffe 
which God created out of nothing, is here declared by this 
name, Earth,to have beene,like the earth, very impure and com- 


fufed dull and unfit for motion, refembling, at the firft, the earth © 


rather then any purer element, É ' 
Secondly, it is called DINA, rhe deep, here alfo in the text,which 
word fignifies a great deep or devouring gulfe,as it were of 


troubled waters, alfo troubled and confounded with mixture o£ 
mud and myre; which,though in refpect of the troubled mixture ` 


and confafion it hath arefemblance of earth, yet it is bottomleffe, 
there is no folidity in it,no ground or {tay to bee found at all: Thus 
much the Hebrew word {ignifies according to the notation and 
common ufe of it. 

Thirdly , it is called OM, warers, alfo in this texg, becaufe 
of the waterifh fluxibility which was in it; by meanes of which 
it was unftable and unfettled, and alfo becaufeit was an huge 
deep like the great wators of the Sea, Now it may feeme ftrange, 
that this one and the fame rade mafe fhould bee like carth, and 
like abottomlefle depth of myre or quick-fand, and like waters, 
all at once;which are things different and unlike one to ano- 
ther , efpecially the thinne flowing element of water, and the 
groffe, dull, unmoveable earth, And therefore the learned Ex- 
pofitors labour thus to qualifie the meaning of the words; 
they fay it wasa confufed maffe, even the matter ofall the ele- 
ments mingled together; and becanfe the earth and water are the 
moft groficand impure, and did moft of all appeare in it, there- 
fore itis called earth and water, and the deep, which is a mixture 
of both. But in viewing, reviewing, and fifting the words 
thoroughly, I have obferved fomething over & above that whick 
by reading I could obferve in others; to wit, that this rude 
maffe was not fuffered tolye idle one moment from the firft 
creation , and bringing of it into being out of nothing; but being 
ameere unformed mafe orChaos it had at the firft arefemblance 
Ofearth because the groffe matter ofthe earth was fo mingled and 
confounded in it , thatit chicfely appeared inthe upper face of 
it, and fo it feemed groffe and earthy, and is firlt called Farsh. 
Sccondly, by the opcration ofthe fpirit of God cherifhinz and 
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moving it, the groffe thicke matter fettling downward toward 
the center, it became immediatly in the upper face of it likea 
deep mere or quick-fand, which more inclines to water then 
earth, and hath no ground,ftay or bottome in it; and therefore in 
the {fecond place it is called the deep. Thirdly, God making 
the earthy matter to finke and fettle downward ftill more and 
more, ali the upper face ofitbeeame more thinne and fluid, like 
unto impure waters; and thereupon in the third place it is called 
the waters: though indeed , there was neither perfe@ water, 
nor earth, buta confufed matter without forme and void, out 
of which all vifible things were formed. Thus much the names 
fhew unto us concerning this maffe, which I propounded as the 
firft thing. z i 

The {fecond thing is the confideration of the Properties by 
which itis defcribed; for it is faid to be Tohe and Bohu, and that 
darkneffe was upon the upper face ofit. 

Firft , it is faid to bee Vun Tohu, that is,wirhout forme, even 
a thing imperfect , which had neither the nature, nor fubftance, 
nor naturall (hape or property of any perfect creature. 

Secondly , itis called 193 Bohu, void; it had in it no formed 
creature of any kindeto fill and replentfhit; for this. word is 
ufed to fignifie the emptineffe and utter defolation of a land 
wholly depopulated & laid wafte,and of a Citie brought to ruine 
having nothing left butheapes of ruined Walls, J/a. 34. 11,and 
Ter. 4. 23. a 

Thirdly , itis faid to beeall darkneffe in the upper face of it; 


ae t 


fome 


What meant by the Spirit moving upon the waters. 


fome forme. that is expreffed inthenames of earth, deep, and 
waters, 2. Privation, which is an abfence or want of the torme 
which ought to be or might bte in that matter, for to giveit 
that naturall being of which itis capable, and unto which it is 
inclined. This privation of forme, and this emptineffe of all 
naturall powers and properties which are required in creatures, 
and this darkenefle which is the privation of light, they are the 
fecond principle. The third is the naturall and. fubftantiall 
forme, which is that which ditinguithech one creature from 
another,and gives being to every creature; that isymakes it to bee 
that which it is inthe kindof it, This forme God by his word 
gave to thefeverall parts of this matter , when hze faid, Let it 
be,& it was fo, But when a matter rude, undigefted and unformed 
isinclining to fome forme, and wants it, there mult bea difpo- 
fing of the matter to receive the forme which it ought to have 
to makeita perfect creaturein his kind, and which it yet wants 


pom y 


and requires; and that working, preparing and difpofing of’ 


the matter, that it may bee fit to receive the forine which 
mutt perfect it, And this difpofing of the commonand rude 
matter of all the vifiole World is here exprefled in thefe words. 
of the text; And the [pirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 


Some doe here by the fpirit of God underftand fome Angeli- Whar the 
call {pirit, which God ufed and imployed to fit and prepare this Spirit mos. 
matter to his hand:thus Cajetana Romish Cardinall and Schoole- vingis. ~~ 


man held. Tertullian. lib, 3. contra Hermog, faith, that this {pirit 
of God wasa winde, by which God prepared and dit pofed it, 
Theoderet faith it was the aire, which moved on the upper part 
of it, Ouest. 8. in. Genef.. But I conceive allthefeto bee un- 
found opinions Firlt, they are confuted by the very words 
ofthe text, and by all other Scriptures which afcribe the whole 
worke of the creation, and the making of the World, and all 
things therein wholly and onely to God the Father, rhe Words, 
and the Spirit , three Perfons ia one undivided cffence, Se- 
condly, it isagain{t all reafon, to thinke that God, who created 
the chiefeft and moft excellent of all his werkes the highelt 
heavens, aad the Angels,the heavenly fpirits, immediatly of no- 
thing ina moment , and alfothe common matter of all the vi- 
fible Worldin an inftant; would uf, or did impley any creature 
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todifpofethe matter and to ft it to his hand: Wherefore the 


beft expofition of thefe words is that which is held generally 
by the beft learned ;to wit,that tHisSpirit of God, here mentioned,’ 
is the eternal! Spirit,one and the fame God withthe Father and 
the Son, by whom all things were made; and Hece is faid here to 
move upon the face of the waters: The Hebrew word hereufed 
doth properly fignifie the Eagles gentle fluttering with her wings 
over her young ones, thereby to cherifo them; as appeares, Dent. 
32. 11. And here it fignifies the worke of Gods Spirit exten- 
ding his power upon this rude, confafed, unformed and empty 


- male, and gently fhaking it, and caufing the groffer parts 


to fettle downewards, and the more fubtle parts to gather into 
the upper place,and fo to prepare and difpofe every part for the 


fubftantiall forme which God at length gave untoit. Thus you 


have the text opened. 


T Doéty, From whence we learne,Firft, That man and all other creatures 
‘All creas Which live, and move, and have any being in the whole vifible 
tures have World, howfoever they areengendered and propagated one 


being of 
Go š 


another,yet they have their whole fubftance and being fromGod, 
and heis the fole createur and maker ofthem. That he made the 
firt common matter out of which they wereframed, the text 
here fheweth plainely. Alfo that the {pirit of God did prepare 


cand difpofe that whole matter and every part of it, to receive 


that forme which God gave to the whole World, and every 
creature therein, And by his word he gave a f{peciall forme and 
being to every creature efter his kind, as afterwards appeares 


( throughout the whole Chapter, And hee gave the gift of ge- 


neration and propagation to every kind of creature which is 
propagated and begotten ; and power to multiply; and withont 
his power aflifting and worxing together, no creature is formed 
atall: {o that this Doctrine is moft neceflarily gathered from 
hence: And other Scriptures fully confirme it,as Aé, 17.25,28, 
where it is fid, taatin him we live, move, and have our being; 
and hee gives life, breath, and being to all: Hee hath not onely 
made the heavens, and the earth, and all the holt of them, and 
every thing which hath being, even allthe changable clements, 
and vanithing meteors,in the firft Creation, as fire, water, aire, 
earth, haile, fnow, thuader, lightening, clouds, vapours, e 
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the like, as weeread , Job 28. Palm, 33. 6. and Pfalm. 149.5. 
and Z/a. 66. 2. but healfo frames every man in the womb of his 
mother; as the Pfalimift teftifieth, P/a/ms.139.13,14,15, andall 
children and the fruite of the womb are a gift and blefing which 
cometh of the Lord,P/alm. 129. 3. And reafon drawne from 
the proper name of God, febovak, proves this, that hee givesall 
being to every thing; and that as he is abfolute of himfelfe, fo the 
being of every creature depends wholy on him; for fo much 
that name fignifieth,as I have elfewhere proved, 

Firlt, this fervesto admonifhus, thatas wee oar felvesare 77 r. 
the creatures of God, andhe is our Lord to whom wee owe our He is then - 
whole fubftance, being,power, ftrength, life, breath, and motion, Lord of 
and are bound to imployallto his glory: fo all other. things +! 
in the World which ferve for our ufe, or can come within our 
reach and power, are Gois workmanfhip ; he is the Lord and 
owner of them, and‘no man ought toufe or imploy them, but 
by his permiffion, and in his fervice, and to his glory. There- 
fore let us devote our felves to God, and ferve him by all 
his creatures, and for our life, breath, being,and all things,render 
due thankes tohis heavenly Majelty, confefling that the whole- 
World is his, and the fulneffe thereof 

Secondly, this Dodtrine theweth, that no man hath right or pw 23. 
intereft before God inany creature, or inhis owne life, limbs, All oar - 
aad members ofhis body, but by the free giftof God: Yea, right is 
fince mans fall and forfeiture of his life and all things by fin, no fom God}. 
man hath right toany good thing in the World , but in Chriit 
who is heire ofall things, and hath by his merit and mediation 
procured the prefervation and continuance of being to man, and 
to all other things made for mans ufe. Although wicked, 
carnall, unregenerate men, have a common right and intereft ci- 
villy before menin their lives, goods, lands and poffeffions;yet 
before God¢ while they abufe their power,riches,and all abilities, 
to fin and to pride , and oppreffion in the fervice of their owne - 
lufts) they areno better then theeves and ufurpers: And let all: 
fuch looke to it; for-certainely God will call them to account, - 
judgeand condemne them, as for unjuft poffeffing fo much more 
for their profane abufe of his creatures, and all worldly bief 
Sa - 2 eS OO 
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2, Doftr, . Secondly, in that God, who by his infinite power can make 
“CheWorld perfect in a moment, and that immediatly out of nothing, the ` 
is all mu. moftexcellent creatures ofall, even the higheft heaven and the 
table, and Angels; did of his owne will, and according to his counfell, . 
o A makea rude,.confufed , imperfect and unftable matter firft with- 
k ' onutforme, thatoutof.it he might frame, and indeed did frame’ 
this whole vifible World, and all creatures therein: Hence wee 
may learne, That as all this World is mutable and inconftant; 
{o the mutability and inconftancy of all vifible and natural! 
things in this World, is athing which God purpofed and fore- 
fhewed in the creation of them; and all alterations and changes 
which are found inthem, are according to the counfell of his 
will, and hee alone doth over-rule,order and difpofe them. Many 
Scriptures prove this fully in all parts, Wife Solomon fheweth 
at large that all worldly things are fubyect to continuall changes, 
Ecclef. 1. 45.6.and David, P/alm 102, 26, teflifieth of the 
vilible heavens, which are the moft durable parts of the inferiour 
World, that they fhall perik , and {hill wave o/d as doth a gar- 
ment, and as a veure God fhall chanze them, and they fhall be 
changed, and Z/a, 40. 7. all Flefhis faid to bee as grafe which 
avithereth, and the glory thereofas the flower of the Field which 
fadeth; and 2 Pet, 3. 10,11. the Apoftle affirmes , that the 
heavens hall pafe away witha noyfe, and the elements hal 
snelt with heat, and the Earth with all things therein pal bee 
éurnt:and that itis God who over-ruleth,ordereth,and difpofeth 
all mutations, and changes in the World. David alfo theweth, 
Pfalm 104. 29. 30, that »hen God hideth bis face, all living crea- 
tures are troubled, when hee taketh away, their breath they dye, and 
are turned into their duff: and Pfalm 46.6, Hee faith, that, when” 
Goduttereth bis vace, the Earth melteth, and Ver. 8. Come and 
behold the werkes of the Lord, haw hze difpofeth defolations in the 
Larthiand Ifa.24 1.the Prophet daith, Behold the Lord will empty 
the Earth, and lay it wafte; hee will ov rturne the face of it, and 
difperfe thera tbat dwell therein. It is God who palleth downe 
the mighty ; andexalteth the humble avd mceke, 1, Sam. 2. Hee 
refranes the waters, and rivers are died up. Hee fendeth them our, 
‘andt icy overturne the Earth; Hee breaketh downe,and it cannot bee 
built accine; Fe leaa-th counfellors away [poiled, and maketh judges 
—_* fooles: 
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fooles; hee removeth away the {peech of thetruftie , and taketh away 
the underftanding of the aged; hee powreth out contenspt upon princes, 
and weakencth the firengeh of the mighty, Icb 12. 14.15.17, 


20, 21. 
This Dodtrine-ferves to admonith us not to put truft or con- 
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fidence iri any worldly thing; not in the earth, nor any creatures Trùftnor 
init; not inthe face of the heavens, nor inthe Sun, Moone, and in any 
Starres , becaufe all are fo mutable and changable. A faire Sun- earthly 
fhine morning may bee turned into a tempeltuousday of haile thing. 


and raine. When the Sun is rifen up molt glorioufiy in the mor- 
ning upon Sodome,and the countries of the plaine; before noone 
they may beedeftroyed by afhower of fire and brimftone, and 
fruitfull lands may quickly bee turned into defarts, and barren 
wilderneffe. The Sun it felfe may ftand in the midt of his 
courfe, and may bee turned backe when hee is going downe, 
Wherefore letus not truft in deceipttull vanities , but {till re- 
member that of the holy Pfalmiit, O put not pour truft im princes, 
nor in any child of man, for there ts no helpe ta them, PJalme 1.46, 3. 
and that of the Prophet Jeremie, Curfed ss the man that trufteth 
is man and maketh flefh bis arme, ler. 17.5. 

Secondly, though there happen many changes and great con- 
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fufion in the World , yet let us here take notice , that they come Thi 
i i ; ainkenog 
not by chance ; and: aillwayes acknowledge, that they are in the changes im 
will and power of God , and are ordered and difpofed by his the World 
over-ruling wifedome. If to the wicked enemies and perfe- tocomeby 
cutors ofGods Church changes come for worfe , to their-con- "Pance. 


fufion, and overturning of their power ; letus fee Gods hand 
therein , and let us give him the praife for working our delive- 
rance, and avenging our caufe on our-enemies, If changes come 
to our felves, and our peace bee turned into trouble and danger; 
let us humble our felves , as under Gods hand. If our adverfity 
bee turned: into profperity, let God have all thethankes, If 
wee fee jut caufe to feare great changes in Church or State, 
let us flic to God:for helpe; ftrength, courage,and patience , and 
betake our felves to his prote@ion , that wee may reft fafely 
under the fhadowes of his wings. | 

The third point ofdoétrine, which wee may obferve from 
the Spirit of God moving upon the waters, cherifhing and 
= in. ie " ” fitting 
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Similitude fitting the unformed maffe to receive a perfect being and perk & 
ofthe formes of vifible creatures, doth fhew the concord and perfec 
—— fimilitude which is betweenthe worke of creation, by which 
demp tion, God formed all things by his word and Spirit; and the worke 
` of reftauration and redemptionof mankind , by which he re- 
formes them by Chrift and by his Spirit, and brings them to fu- 
pernaturall perfection and blefedneffe. As inthe creation, God 
by his Spirit cherifhing the rude maffe did prepare, and fit eve 
part thereof to receive a perfec ferme and naturall being: D 
in the reftoring of man kind,being deprived of his image and 
deformed, God doth by his Word, and by his Spirit fhed 
on us through Chrift, regenerate, renue , reforme and 
prepare us for the fruition of himfelfe, and doth fit, and prepare 
us for fupernaturall perfection and bleffednefle. Asin Ezechiels 
vilion, the wind from God did move and thake the drie bonze 
{cattered upon the face of the earth, and fitted them by fleth and 
skinne to reccive life, and to ftand up living men in perfee& 
ftrength and ftature s So, by the word and Spirit of God, men 
dead and rotten in finnes and finfull corruption, are, by the Spi- 
rit of God breathed through Chrift , renucd after his image, 
and fitted by the lifeof grace , for the cternall life of glory, 
Ezech. 37. The Spirit of God (as our Saviour teftifieth } is like 
the wind, which bloweth where it lieth: deis hee, which doth | 
frame us after Gods image in our new birth, Zoh, 3, 5, 8. and 
fits us for the Kingdome of glory. Wee areas farre from God, 
and from Chrift, and as void of his image and of all Spirituall life, 
as the rude maffe was of all forme in the firft creation; untill 
the Spirit of God bee given tous in Chriltto dwellin ws, and 
renue xs, asthe Apoltle-fheweth, Rom, 8, 9.13. Ephef. 2.18. 22, 
and Jit. 3.5.6. 
j Wherefore, as wee defire to be made like unto Chrift in the 
Le image of glory, and to fee, and enjoy God in his heavenly 
Kingdom, where all fulneffe of perfe€tion and bleffedneffe is te 
bee found ; So let us by the confideration of this Do@trine be: 
ftirred up to thirft after the river of the water of life, even th 
gifts and graces of the holy Ghoft, and never reft fatisfied, til 
wee feele within us the tetimony of the Spirit of Chrift wit 
neffing with our Spirits that wee are the children of God 
ant 
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gd till wee fecle our felves fan@ified throughout both in foule 
and body and holineffe engraven upon our hearts without which 
tees aoa o OE 
Secondly, fecing the Spirit of God is he who prepares men VR 2è 

for apes perfection, and there is no tates to be Fife as 
had with Chrift, nor participation of his merits and faving 
benefits to falvation , except men have the Spirit of Ged 
dwelling in them, and of profane and carnall fons of Adam, 
making them holy, and fpirttuall fons of God ; Let us not count 
it any fhame or reproach tous, that profane mockers of thefe 
fait times doe, in mockery and derifton, call us |pirituall mer, 
who afcribe all good motions which are in us to theSpirit ofGod 
dwelling in us,& directing us in all our wayes.We doe not deny, 
but that all Enthufiafts , and other men of fanaticall Spirit,doe 
moft profanely, and facrilegioufly Father their owne fanfics, 
and luftfull motions onthe Spirit of God, and therein deferve 
reproach and derifion: but let men take heed, that they doe not, 
by loathing their hypocrifie and arrogancy, runne into Atheifme 
and blafphemous impiety, by rejeting and denying the Spirits 
dwelling in all Gods regenerate children , working in them all 
faving graces, and moving them to walke in the holy wayes 
of God which lead unto fupernaturall perfection and eternall: 
bleffednefle. For , moft certaine it is that as the firt rude matter 
of the vifible World was fuftained and cherifhed by the Spirit 
of God moving upon the face of it, and was not otherwife able 
to fubfift,or to bee formed into divers creatures, every one made 

erfedt in their kind with naturall perfection : fo the perfect: 
ftabilitic of man, in an happie unchangable eftate ; yea the.per- 
fe@tion of the vifible World made for mans ufe, is the work of * 
the hely Ghot uniting man to to God in Chrift, and 
gathering and reconciling all things-‘unto God in him, who - 
isthe head over all, Although man and allcreatures (as ap- - 
peares inthe laft verfe of this Chapter ) were created every 
one good and perfect in his kind, with naturall perfection: yet 
man the chiefe , and the Lord of them all, having not as yet 
the holy Ghoft fhed on him through Chrift,as all the regenerate 
and faithfull have , was mutable, andinthat honourable eftate 
efinnocency hec did not ftand and abide, but did full from it 
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very quickly after that the Woman was created and given to 
him, as weeread Chap. 3. yeahee did not lodge one night rhercin, ` 
Pfalme 49. 12, and by Mans finfull fail and corruption,the whole 
frame of the vifible World was made fabject to vanity, and 
groancth under it as under an intolerable burden, and with 
earneft longing waiteth for deliverance and reftitution to an 
higher eftate in the glorious libertie of tke fons of God, Rom. 
All whom 8,19, 20. And although the eternall Word, the Son of God,- 
Chit had undertaken for man in the eternall counfell of the bleffed 
moe Trinitie, and did tepin to mediate for man, and in the firft pro- 
the svga, mife made upon mans fall was proclaimed to bee the onely and 
me PPE all -fafficient Redeemer , and was fully exhibited in the flefh, 
and becamea perfect Redeemer in his death and refurrection;, 
fo thatin himis plenteous redemption, and matter futficient to 
merit more then man loft by fin, even heavenly glory and im- 
mortality: yet all this profits nothing without the work of the 
Spirit. Chrift with all his fufferings, and obedience unto death, 
and all his righteoufnefle, and fullfilling of the law ; are as a 
i Fountaine fealed up, and treafures hid, and locked up in dark- 
neffe ; fo that none can partake of him or them for re- 
demption and falyation without communion of the holy Ghoft; 
which God in our regeneration doth fhed on us aboundantly 
through Chrilt, This Spirit dwelling in Chrift and the faith- 
full, makes themone myfticall body with Chrift, fons and heires , 
of God; makes his fatisfation their ranfome for adtuall re- 
demption and reconciliation , and his righteoufnes their 
rightcoufnes for jultification. This Spirit alfodoth renue them 
after the image of God, and transformes them into the image 
of Chrift in all holineffe, that they may bee fit to fee and enjoy 
God ; aud thus hee brings themto the fruition of perfe& blef- 
fedneffe, and to the inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 
which never fadeth: And Gods bleffings are through Chrifts 
mediation poured out upon all creatures for their fakes: And 
hereupon it is, that all gifts and graces , which tend to make 
men perfeét andunchangably bleffed, are afcribed to the Spirit, 
as wifedome, knowledge, faith, hope, love, meekeneffe, patience, 
courage, flrength, prayer, and ina word all holinefle and per- 
fection s and whenfoever God is faid to give any of thefe gifts 
to 
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to menin an effectuall and faving manner and medfure, hee is 
faid to give them the Spirit of grace, wifedeme, xeale and Supplica- 
tion, as appeares J/a, 11. 2. Zach, 13,10, Yea commen illumi- 
nation and all extraordinary fupernaturall gifts, which are given 
to unregenerate reprobates for the revealing of Chrift, as the gift 
of prophecie to Balaam and Saul, and the change of heart 
in Saal from cowardly pufillanimity, to fortitude and magna- 
nimity;the gift of miracles to Judas; allo illumination, taf? of the 
heavenly gift, Joy in the holy Word of God, given to back- 
(liders, Heb. 6. are the worke of the holy Ghoft, affifting them 
and infpiring them from without , for the Churches good; noe 
inwardly dwelling and working in them fortheirowne falva- 
tion, Whereforelet us count it no reproach that wee have no 
hope of being in an happy and blefled eftate, no affurance that 
wee are in the way to perfection, till wee feele the Spirit of 
God dwelling and working inus, moving our hearts, and con- 
forming us to the image of Chrift , and that wee rejoyce in this, 
and this is our glorying that wee are not carnal but {pirituall, 
They, who think it enough, for the obtaining of perfection 
and falvation, to know, belzeve, and profeffe, that in Chrift there 
is as fufficient matter of fatisfaction for the redeeming of all 
mankind; asthere was in the rude maffe without forme, matter 
enough forthe whole vifible World and all creatures therein, 
doe much deceive themfelves: for many who know and beleeve 
all this doe perifh ; and noneare faved or perfected by Chrift, 
but onely they who are by the Spirit dwelling inthem united 
ito Chrift, and regenerated and renued after his image. This 
Spirit is the earneft of our inheritance, and witneffeth to us our 
adoption; hee makes us new creatures and a free willing people, 
hee fanctifieth us to beean holy Temple for himfelfe to dwell 
in, purgeth out finfull corruption, mortifieth the deeds of 
the flefh, fo that fin cannotreigne in our mortall bodies, 
There is one thing more, which I may not paffe over here in 
filence, to wit, that this text doth prove plainely, that the 
Spirit of God, the third perfonin the Trinity, is one and the 
fame God with the Father and the Son, of the fame uncreated 
nature and fubftance, thealmighty Creatour, and Preferver of all 
things in heaven and in earth, vifible and invifible, To {futaine 
‘ | : 
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The Spirit the fame with the Father andthe Son. 


arude matter without forme and void,and to make it fabht, isa 
worke of power, farre above the power ofany thing ercated; 

and to compafle and comprehend the whole matter and male 

ofthe vifible World; and to affift and cherifh by prefent.vertus 

every part thereof at once,isa ftrong argument and plaine proofe 

of divine and infinite power and omnipotency,proper to Jehovah 

the one onely trae God: and all this is here teftified of the Spi- 

rit of Godin thefe words, and the Spirit of God moved upon the 

face of the waters, that is (as the Hebrew word NIM, Merache- 

pheth, and here ufed in the originall fignifieth ) did fit upon and 

cherifo that mightie maffe, «s an Hen doth fit upon and cher- 

ith her egges, that they may bee formed into chickens. There- 
fore the Spirit of God is here proved to bee one and the fame 

God with the Father and the Son, and thealmighty Creatour, 

former and preferver of the whole World, and all things there- 

in. To which purpofe the Scriptures alfo {peake fully in other 

places, where the heavens and the hoft of them are faid to ‘bee 

made by the Word and Spirit of God, as Pfalme 33. 6. and that 

when God fends ont his Spirit, things are created,as P/alme 104, 

30. and that God by bus Spirit garnifhed tke heavens, Iob 26.13, 

and that hee is prefent by his preferving and fuftaining power 

inall places, P/alme 139.7.which places prove the SpiritofGod 

to bee Jehovah the Creatour and Former of all things, and 

the true God, in whom wee-alllive, move, and have ovr 

being. 

This point, which I have proved and confirmed by many: 
other rong arguments already, in my difcourfe of the Tri- 

nitie ; as it difcovers the defperate malice, impudency, and AL. 
theifaze of the Remonttrants, the Difciples of Socinas, and Ar- 

mirins WhO call into queftion the Deitie of the holy Ghof 


‘and his unitie, with the Father and the Son, and his right to bee 


prayed unto and worfhipped with Divine worfhip: fo it is of. 
fingular comfort tothe faithfull, whofe bodies are Temples of 
the holy Ghoft,in that it aflures them that God is their portion, 
and dwells in them, and they are begotten of his feed in re- 
generation, and are partakers of the Divine nature, and heaven 
is their inheritance. == SC 
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Of the firft dayes worke, What the light was, What it is, God faid, 
Let there be light. How he called the light, day, and the darkene fe 
night, Of aday natural! and crvill, That the night was before 
the day. How aday was before the Sunne was. Prerogatives of 


the fir fi day. 


Erf.3,4,5. And God faid, Let there be light and there was light; Gen. T 
And God faw the light that it was good, And God divided the 

light from the darknef[e, And God called the light day, and the dark- 

ze ffe hes called night, and the evening and the morning were the firft 

day. 

"After that darkneffe had continued upon the face of the deep, 

and the whole matter of this inferiour World had remained 

full of darkneffe for the {pace of one night , God by his powers 

full Word created Light, the firlt perfect creature and element 

ofthe vifible World, and commanded it to fhine out of darkwelfe; Cer, 4.63 

- and this was the morning of the firlt day. In the words wee k. 

may obferve thefe foure things: Firft, the creation of light in 

the 3. verf: Secondly, Gods approbation of it in thefe words, 

God faw the light that it was good, Thirdly, Gods feparation of 

it from the darknefle, verf, 4. Fourthly, Gods nomination or na- 

ming of the dight day and the darkneffe night and fo compounding 

thefe two, light and darkneffe , into the firit whole day of the 

World, verf: 5, | 

In the firit thing, which is the creationcflight, the firft of 
all perfect creatures inthis vifible World , two things come to 
bee fifted and examined for our right underftanding thereof. 

Firft , the thing created, Light , what is thereby here meant. 
Secondly, the manner of creating it, God faid, Let light bee, and it 
was fo. 

Concerning the firt , I find divers and feverall opinions of Whar tke 
the learned. Saint Auguftine lib. 1. in Genef, ad literam cap. 3. Light was) 
and Rupertus lib, 1, de Trinit. cap, 10..doe by this light un- 
derftand the higheft heavens, and the Angels, which are nota 
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corporeall but a fpirituall light ; but this cannot bee the truth, 
for this light is {aidto bee! that which is called the day, and is 
oppofed to the darkueffe of the night here in this mutable and vi- 
fible World; the fhining whereofdoth diftinguith day from the 
night, which cannotbee {aid of the Angels and the higheft hea- 
vens , which were not made out of darkneffe, nor out of the 
rudeunformed maffeas this light was, which God commanded 
to fhine out of darknefle as the Apoftle faith, 2. Cor, 4.6. 

Secondly, others,as' Beda, Lyra, and Lombard, doe by this light 
underftand a bright cloud carried about, and making a difference 
of day and night. 

Nazianzene and Theodoret doe think, that it was the fame 
light, which now is inthe Sun, Moone, and Starres, fubfifting at 
the firt in one bodie, and afterwards divided into feverall 
parts when God made the Sun, Moone, and Starres out of 
it. 

Bafil thought that it was alight without a fubje. Aquinas, 
that it was the light of the Sun madeimperfe@ at the firit; and 
ef this opinion is Persrias alfo. 

Cathariniws held, that it was the Sun it felfe, made firft of all; 
which is direétly contrary to the exprefle words of the 16. 
verf. which affirme, that the Sun was made the fourth day, 
Junius by light,here underftands the element of fire. 

In this variety of opinions, | hold it the beft, and furet way 
of finding out the truth, to feekeit out of the word ufed in the 
originall text. The Hebrewword (N, Or) which is here 
tranflated Light, (befides the tropicall and {ptrituall fenfes, in 
which itis ufed in thofe Seriptures which callGod the dighe 
in whone ts ne darkueffe, and thelightand falvation of his people; 
and doe call Gods regenerate people ight is the Lord) doth 
more properly fignifie two things: Firft, that naturall bodie 
or fubltance , which among al! the. parts and creatures of the 
vifible World is moft brigbt'and fhining in it felfe, and gives 
light to others; as for example,the Sun, Moone, and Starres, are 


ealled Lights, Pfalme 136.7.and theelement ct fire, is called 


by this name WIN, Light, Exech,5.2. Secondly, it fignifies, and 
that moft frequently in the Scripture,the light, that is the fhining 


“brightnefle of'the heavens, and of the Sun, Moone, and Starres, 


and. 


What the Light was, 


and of the element of fire burning ina lamp or torch, or other 
combuftible matter. Here I doe not take the word in this 
latter fenfe, onely for a ihining brightnefle ; for then God had 
created an accident or quality without a fubje@t, which is a thing 
againft nature of things created; for commonreafonand experi- 
ence fhew, that never did any qualitie fubfift of it felfe with- 
outa fubftance ; by courfe of nature no light can be butin fome 
created body,as in the heavens, fire,or aire. But hereby light wee 
are to underftand , of neceflity , iome notable part of this great 
frame ofthe vifible World, which God firk framed out of the 
_ tude maffe, which was without forme and void, before mentio~ 
ned;yea that part, which is molt bright,fhining and refplendent; 
and doth by light and brightnefle, which is naturall in it, hine 
` ferth and enlighten other things. Now that cannot bee any 
ofthefe lower elements, the water and the earth, for they have 
no fuch light in them; and befides, it is manifeft, that they were 
formed out of the groffeft and moft dark part ofthe common 
maffe, on the third day, verf. 9, Neither can it bee the fpacious 
region of the aire, which is extended and fpread abroad farre 
and wide, overall the round globe of the carth and the waters, 
and reachethup to the etheriall region of the vifible heavens, 
even to the {phere of the Moone, and is called the loweft heaven, 
or DON HI YP, that is , the broad expanfion or firmament 
in the midft of the waters: For that was formed the fecond 
day , as appeares in 6.7.8. verf. It muft needs therefore bee 
the firmament of the vifible heavens , whichis called DWN 
YP, The large and-farre ftretched firmament of the midle hea- 
yen, even the fiery or etheriall region, wherein God, on the 
fourth day, formed and fet the great lights of the Sun, Moone, 
and Starres, verf: 14.16. For, firft thofe heavens were framed 
and made ofthe molt pure, and refined part of the maffe, which 
is the common matter of the vifitle World, and are moft bright 
and fhining, full oflight and brightuefle ; and undoubtedly asin 
place and order, they are the next to the higheft heavens, fo they 
were created nextafter them in the firft day, and are here called 
by the nameof Light, becaufe allthe light of this vifible World 
is in them, and from them fhineth into the aireand giveth light 
upon the earth, Secondly, there is no particular mentionmade 
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by Aofes in this Chapter of the framing of thefe heavens,among 
all the works of the tix dayes,except it bec in this: word Light; 
and itis moft incredible that hee would omit the creation of 
them which are the moft excellent and glorious part of the 
vifible frame of the World, efpeciaily feeing hee doth exaély 
and particularly name, and relate che creation of alt other parts, 
and the day wherein they were created, 

I amnot ignorant, that e4rifotle, andthe moft learned na- 
tucall Philoforhers of his fe&, did hold, that the vifible heavens 
are eternall and unchangable, and ofa matter and fubftance dif 
ferent from the foure elements, fire, aire, water, and earth; and 
were not made of the fame common matter, Alfo divers learned 
€hriltians and Schoolemen doe thinke, that thefe heavens were 
created together with the higheft heavens immediatly of no- 
thing , inthebeginning when time firft began to bee, and are 
mentioned in the firft verfe ; and the light, whichis here faid 
to bee made, is the element of fire; the naturall placeand region 
whereof, the Philofopbers held to bee next underthe vifible hea- 
yens, and above the aire: their reafons are two efpecially; The 
firt, becaufe there is no other mention of the creation of the 
firie element in all this Chapter. The fecond is, becanfe the 
fire is the molt pure clement, and full of light: But thefe things 
are not of (trength to overthrow our expofition, Firft, for the 
Opinion of the Philofophers , that the viftble heavens are immu-. 
table.and cannot bee diffolved, it is contradicted by the exprefle 
words of holy Scripture, Pfa/v? 102. 26. and 2 Pet, 3, 10, 
Alfo wee finde by experience many changes in thofe heavens; 
as newStarres & Comets appearing for a time & after vanifhing. 
The Sun and Moone /food flill for the {pace ofa whole day, Zofh. 
vo, and the Sun went backtendegrecs,z King.20. Secondly, 
the vertueand influence which isin the vifible heavens, and is 
from them naturally communicated to the lower elements, 
fheweth plainely that they all are of one common matter. , 
Thirdly, that they were not made at once of nothing with the 
higheft heavens, appeares by this, that the Sun, Moone, and 
Stars, which are the chiefeft parts and ornaments in them, were 
created after the firftrude matter, and fecondarily formed out 
Giteadieiomhday, “=< = T 
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« Fourthly, that the vifible heavens are indeed the pure element 
of fire, whichis here called Light, and that the creation of the: 
light 1s the creation of them,and of the frie element all in one , 

may cafily bee proved by divers reafons. Firlt , by the light 
and fervent heat, which flowes from them into things below, 
by meanes whercof they doc beget firie meteors and lighte- 
ningsinthe aire, and fcorching fumes, and burning flames in 

the earth, as dayly experience teacheth. Secondly ,by the burning 

and confuming fires, which defcended from thofe heavens in 

the deftruction of Sodom ,and when the Lord came downe on 

mount Sizah to givethe Law, and when Elia contumed the 

captaines and their fifties, 2 Kixg. 1. and was anfwered by 

fire, which confumed his facrifice, 1 King. 18. Thirdly, that 

thefe heavens are ofa fierie fubftance , and indeed the pure è- 

lement of fre , and that in the diflolution of them, when the 

Lord by his mighty voice fhall rend them and diffolve them 

at the laft day, and mingle them with the inferiour elements; 

they fhall bee all on fire,and in flames and flathes fhall paffe away 

with a noyfe, and melt the elements with fervent heat,and burne 
the earth with allthe works that are therein; the Apoftle doth 

affirme in plaine words, 2 Per.3. 11.12. If they were not of 
afirie fubftance made out of the rude maffe, but ofan higher 

and fuper-clementary nature created immediatly out of nothing, 

together with the higheft heavens, they could not bee diflolved 

and fet on fire. Thus you fee the firt thing opened, viz, what 

is here meant by Light. 

Thenext thing is the manner of creation; expreffed in thefe Of Gods 
words, God faid, Let there bee light, and there was light. will not faying Le: 
here trouble my difcourfe with needlefle queftions, which are light be. 
moved by divers ancient Writers, and not cleared concerning 
the manner of Gods fpeech when He faid, Let there bee light: 
as whether it were a bodily and audible voice, or a fpirituall, 
and the like, Certainly it was no found of voice, nor any 
forme of words or fpeech by which God’ formed the light: 

It was the act ofhis Almighty power, by which he formed, 

aud brought into aétuall being the light and every other 

thing, even fo as hee had decreed ftomall eternitic. Now the 

Spirit of God doth here expreffe this powerfull act by the nee 
s g si J 4 j 
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of faying or fpeaking,for’3.reafons: Firlt,becanfeas the {peech 
and word of a wife man theweth his mindeand declareth his 
will, fo by this act o; power, by which the lightand every other . 
thing was formed, God did thew and declare his eternal. 
counfell, purpofe and decree concerning the nature and being 
of them, Secondly, becaute God the Father by his eternall Word, K 
the Son, whois ope God with himfelfe, did forme and make 
the light and all other things created, as appeares, Joh. 1. 3. and 
Colef. 1.16, and Hebr. 1, 2. Thirdly, to thew, that the creation 
ofthe World, and all things therein, was a worke as eafie to 
God.as it is for a man to fpeake a word and to command a thing 
to bee done; and that God by his power omni potent,and.powér- 
full and mighty word and command , canas quickly bring into. 
being the greateft things, and performe whatfoever he willeth 
and purpofeth with more cafe , then man can {peakeand fay, 
Let this thing be, Thisis the true fenfe of the words, wherein 
the manner of creation is exprefied, 

The fecond thirg after the creation oflight is Gods appre- . 
bation of it, in thefe words, And God faw the light that it was 
god: That is, fuchas God purpofed to make the light, fuch it 
was when hee had made it; there was no defeét in the making, 
or in the thing made ; but God did feeand know it perfeé in 
the kind thereof, and did approve it to bee good, profitable 
and ufefull, every way, for thepurpofes which hee. inten- 
ded. Í 

The third thing is Gods dividing between the light and the 
darknefle which did over-{pread the face of the deep, and pof- 
feffed all the rude maffe which yet remained without forme 
and void. This dividing between them, was nothing elfe but 
Gods fetting and placing of the firie and {hining vifible heaven 
in the fuperiour placeabove the confufed matter whichwas full of 
darknefle, and fettled downe in the inferiour place where now 
the inferiour elements are 

The fourth thing is Gods womixatiog of the light and dark- 
neffe , and compofing the firft day of the evening , that is, the 
{pace wherein the darkneflé remained over all the deep before 
light was created out of it; and ofthe morning, that is the {pace 
whereinlight appeared before God fet upon the fecond dayes 
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worke, and made the firmament. This is exprefed verf. s. God 
called the Light Day and theDarkacffe he called Night c the evening 
and morning were the fief day, Here for our right underftanding 
of this point, divers doubts and queftions come tobee touched 
and bricfely anfwered. 

The firlt is, how and in what fenfe God is faid.to call the light 1. Qxeft. 
Day, and the darkueffe Night. The true and full anfwer is this, Aaf 
that God did not onely call the light Bay,and darkneffe Night: 
but alfo did ordaine and appoint , that the time of light fhould 
bee the day, and the time of darkneffe fhould bee the night, and. 
that they {houldbee fo accounted and called. 

- The fecond is, why God called onely the light day , and 2, Quc/f. 
Mofes calls both the evening and the morning , that is, the 
time of light and darkneffe one day, or the firft day. 

I anfwere, that Gods day, which is moft truly and properly fo Anf. 
called, is the time of light,and in it their.is no night or darkneffe. 
For God fpeakes of'a naturall day diftiné from the night: but 
Mofes {peakes of a civill day which comprchends in it the. 

{pace of 24. houres , in which the Sun runnes round about 
the World with the heavens; which day includes initaday 
and a night:and here obferve that Gods day is all light, and mans 
dayis mixt of light and darkneffe. . 

Thirdly, it may asked whether the night,or the day went ve- 3+ Laef, 
fore in the firft day of the creation. r 

The Aníwer is, that the night or time of darkneffe was firh; Anf 
and it is likely that darkneffe did over-{pread the face of the deep 
the {pace ofa night , thatisi2z. houres, before God formed the 
light, and fetled the vifible heavens in their place; and that 
after the light was created, it did fhine forth for the {pace 
of 12. houres more before God went about to make the firma- 
ment, which was the fecond dayes work; and fo the firft day of 
the World was of the fame length with all other civillor Aftro- 
nomicall dayes, that is, 24 houres,divided equally between light 
and darknefle, The words of the text fhew that darknefe over- 

Spread alithe malfe of the inferiour World for a time, before the 
light was formed, Alfo innaming the fix dayes ofthe creation, 
the evening, that is,the time of darkneffe,is rehearfed firft before 
the morning, which is the time of light. Alfo Gods pee 
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- began their dayes of the weeke and of the yeare with the night, 
and reckoned the Sabbath and other folemne dayes from eve- 
ning to evening, as appeares, Levit. 23, 32. < 

4. Oueft, Fourthly it may bee asked , how the firie or Vifible heavens 
could by their light make a day before the Sun was created, 
{eeing the light of the fame heavens, together with the light 
of the Moone, and the Starresadded thereto , cannot make a 
day, but it is night where.the Sun is abfent, and the light of it 
not fzene, notwithftanding the lightof the heavens, and of the 
Moone and Starres. 
Ants I anfwere, that the light of the heavens without Sun, Moone, 
-> and Starres is fufficient to makea bright day in the place where 
they are , and there itis alwayes day, though by reafon of the 
fpacious regions of the aire, and the great diftance betwecne 
them and the earth, their light doth not fhinetous to makea 
day of light without the beames of the Sun, but it is dark night 
«  inthatpart of the earth wheretheir light onely appeares. Now 
inthe firft day before the firmament was made, that is,the re- 
gion of the aire purged and refined out of the maffe by the fin- 
king and fettling of the earthy and waterifh matter towards 
the center , there was no need of light firther then the body of 
the heavens reached, that is to the upper faceofthe rude maffe, 
not yet formed , but remaining rude and full of darkneffe; And 
therefore fo farre as the vifible World was brought into forme, 
they did give mof clear day-light: and as ail had before bin over- 
fpread withdarknefle for the {pace ofa night; foall was now 
over{pread with light for a dayes {pace, and fo the firftday of - 
the creation was one halfe all night, and another halfeall day in “ 
all the vifible World, even in all parts thereof which were tken 
created and brought into perfect forme and being. From this 
text thus opened wee may obferve divers points of inftru- 
ction. 
1. Dotty, . Tirit welearne, that as there are three Perfons in that one 
hreePer, COd which created the World by his own infinite power; fo 
fonsin the Every Perfon isa creatour; and God the Father by-his eternall 
Godhead, Word, the Son, did extend and fhew forth his power to the 
framing ofevery creature , and by his Spirit did give all forme 
and perfection to them, As the word Elohim, uled in the 
; verte, 
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werfe notes more Perfons ; fo here and in the verfe before, wee 
fee the Perfons diftinguifhed , and all three working in the 
framing of the World andall the creatures therein, Firft, God 
the Father is brought in creating. Secondly, by his Word ,that fs, 
not by a found of the voice, ora word uttered ; for there was 
then no aire to receive fuch a found; but by his eternall Word 
bringing things into being accordiug to his eternall Counfell 
and decree. Thirdly, by his Spirit moving upon the face of the 
waters , and cherithing the rude and common matter of the 
whole vifible World, yet void and unformed, and preparing it 
for the receiving of the feverall formes of all creatures in the 
feverall parts of it. s 

Which point excellently confirmes our faith in the true fe. 
DoStrine of the bleffed Trinitic, and confutes Sabellins, Serve- 
tus, the Socinians and Arminians who denied the cternall Deity 
ofthe Son and the holy Ghoft , and overthrowes their feverall 
herefies and damnable errours. f ; 

Secondly wee hence learne , that all things are poffible to 2, Dos 
God;he cauas cafily and quickly by his eteriall Word and power All things 
bring greate{t things to paffe , even bring light out of darknefle, poflible = 
and the glorious, pure, {pacious, vifiole heavens out of the rude, God. 
impure and confufed mafle, which was without forme and 
void ; as aman of nimble tongue and ready {peech can {peake a 
word. Which Do@trinc other Scriptures doe aboundantly con-. 
firme, which afcrise to God omnipotency, and proclaim: him 
to bee wonderfull in counfell, and excellent in working; and 
that nothing is too hard or wonderfull for him to doe, as Gene/. 

18.14. J/a 28.29, Iob 36. 5. and 42, 2. 

Which {terves to {tirre us upto feare,admire, and reverence //é, 
God, to feek his favour and protetion above all things, and to 
rek confidently on him for defence againft all enemies and 
dangers when wee are reconciled to him, and have him for 
our God and our portion. 

Thirdly, we may here odferve,thatGod is wonderful ic wife--.. pop 
dome and providence,in that the firft thing created in thig vifible God won. 
World was light,even thebrightand fhining heavens;which,as derfull in 
above all vifible creatures they {hew the glory and fuper+celeftial wifedome 


excellency of God in their naturall frame and fabltance, foal {o ‘ie Bair 
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sivzbodily lighe to the eyes of all bodily living erestures, whic” 

re tobee meade to n A and difcerne the glorious besaty 
2 zme of his viftble worke: for hereby it came 
to pall: thar none of gods ville & perfect works of wifedeme, 
were fot an bome fovecthered in darkneile ; bn sat were all ma- 
mick, ead Gods glory was clearly fene in them, À Doncas 
there wa a fecing creature able to difeerne them. 

This dhewetb, thet Goi hath donc his partto reveale him- 
tlt: ; cad aun who = not notice of God rn his works, to 
worihip him aright, is without all exeufe. And this [howi 
hire ws tp to bom to fee rents and to difcerne him in his 
Fores, and to place all ox; oe fe@ioa and ha happineife in che fight 
mai Din deltas 

_Fourtaly, we may benee obferve divers fingular prerogatives 
of the mri: day, whichis now,by ther refxre@ion of Chikhe 
Lords holy day , and che Sabbath of all true Cheiftiens, That 
Oy many {Seciall ; prerogatives, God did in the creation foreihew 


w 


Lis esecnall coucfell and purpofs to make this Ay his holy day 
in tbe deyes of Cort, and in che time of the Gofpelluader 
the Kingdome of grace. I. sa- is the Ref pien of rpn 
2, In it was created the gi cmi as frame of che heavens, and the 
arf light of cae ville W orld. 3: in this day God firk fhewed 
Oy hus evecmall Word, rae Sex, his apan counfell and pape, 
end by his Word and Spiris, began to bring his 1 wes to pail, 
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day there was no night over all the facocf the t 
bat ligh i in ali the World, which was then created and 

mto forme ead perfect being. 5. In this day Ged arf thewed 
his a approbation and his pleafure, that hz approved for good 
thethiags which Oy his crernall Word, the Son, he did forme 
and bring into being. Therefore without dows: molt fit to bee 

the day [thse Tew réChrift,znd fan Giffied and Nept deal pas ERe ho- 
now aad glory of him, who is the frf borne eof God, and the 

Grit fruits oftbem that fleep , and che licht of th Vorld,and i in 
whom God theweth his couadcli.and i 6 in bios well pleafed and 
by him məs night into daz, and brings hight om of darkmelic, 
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and brings us to eternall reft in the higheft heavens, which were 
created in the beginning of the firk day. 


Cuar. VII. 


The fecond dayes warke, Of the skie andthings now created, Ail 
made by the power of Ged in Chrift. The ufe of the firmament, 
How called heaven. All was creased wifely and orderly: Vfe. 


A Nd Godfaid , Let there bee a Firmament inthe midft of the Verfe 6, 
waters, end let it divide the waters fromthe waters. 7. And 7,8. 
God made the F srmament, and divided the waters which were under 
the Firmament, from the waters which were above the firmament; 
and it was fo, 3. and Gedcalled the Firmament heaven : and the 
evening and the morning were she fecond day. 

In thefe- words wee have abriefe hittorie of the fecond dayes 
worke in the creation of the World: wherein weeare to con- 
fider thefe five things: 1. Thething created, 2. Thecreation 
and bringing of itinto being. 3. The ufs of it. 4 Thename 
which God gave unto it,5. How by this worke there came in 
an evening and a morning, which where the fecond-Jay 

Firft, for the thing created, itisinthe ormginall text called by Of the 
a generall pame YP, which may fignifie any thing whichis thingsnow 
fpread abroad, or ftretched farre and wide, according to the etymo- Teated. 
jogie ofit. For the Hebrew verd}?* of which it is derived, 
in all Scriptures wherefoever itis ufed, doth figniize the ad of 
Spreading any thing abroaa, & ftretching it owt,and laying it wide. 
opento vicw,asExod.:9.3.Numb.16 38.and Jer.t0.9 it figni- 
fies beating ont of gold, (ilver, or brafe into thinne broad plates, 
that is, {preading them broad by violent beating, Exod. 49, 
19 Itis ufed to fignifie the /preading abroad of the tent over tive 
Tabernacle, Pfaliwe 139. 6. and Ifa, 42.5 and 44.24, Itis ufeda 
tofignifie the firerching ont of the earth abore the waters farre aud 
wide, Iob 37. 18, it fignifies the /preading out of the skie and of 
the thinne cloudes; and 3 Sam. 22, 43. it is uled to fignifie 
ipreading abroad as a man {preads clay by {tamping it with hrs 
fect; and, by a Metonymic of the effect, it is wled to fignifie ftam-- 
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ping with the feet as men ftamp clay and fpread it abroad, 
Exech.6.11. and 25.6. 

Thefe are the places of Scriptures, in which onely that 
word is ufed, So then this word ¥/71, being derived of it, 
muft needs fignifie a thing which is f{tretched out like a tent or 
canopie, or fayead abroad as plates of gold and filver are by bea- 
ting, andclay by ftamping. The Greeke Septuagints tranflate 
this Word every where septeva, that is, a thing which though 
it bee farre firetched out, yet itis 10 /urely eftablifved, that it abides 
ftillin the place which God hath appointed for it. And the 
vulgar Latine, with divers later tranflaters , following the 
Greeke Septuagints, traaflate it Firmamentum, the firmament, that 
is,a thing firmely {et and eftablifhed ina place, which cannot 
fom thence bee driven cut, and leave the place empty. And al- 
though this word may, according tothe notation ofit, fignifie 
any thing ftretched out or f{pread abroad , or laid wide open, 
and isonce onely ufed to fignifie broad plates of braffe beaten 
out for a covering , and that inthe plurall number, Num, 16.38. 
yet in all other places of Scripture itis ufed in the fingular num- 
ber forthe skie, which God hath fromthe beginning ftretched 


out over the globe of the Earth and the Sea, as herein this E : 


Chapter, and P/alme 19.1. and 150, 1. and Dan. 12,3. and ‘ 
Ezech. 1. 22, and 10,1, Now what this skie or firmament is, 
that isa great queftion among the learned. Divers of the An- 
cients,as Bafile Ambrofe, Beda,and others, doe by this firmament 
underftand the ftarry heavens, Firft, becaufe it is faid inthe 
8.ver{2 that God called this firmament heaven. Secondly, be- 
caufe it is faid that, when God made the Sun, Moone,& Starres, 
hee fet them inthe firmament of heaven, verf.17. Thirdly, 
becaufe they doe imagine that there is a watery heaven above the 
tarry heaven, which confilts of water congealed. like to 
Criftall,and doth temper the heat of the Sun, Moone, and Stars; 
and ont of this heaven they conceive that God poured the wa- 
ætcrs which drowned the old World becaufe it is faid, Gen. 7.11. 
that the windowes of heaven were opened, and God rained on 

theearth, Wi 
But others doe hold, that by the firmament here is meant the 
whole heavens; thatis, bath the firk heavens, the {pacious re- 
gions 
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gions of the aitc; and alfo the middle, that is, the firie and {tarry 
heavens;and the third that is,the highelt heavens. Firft,becaute | 
it is faid that God called the firmament DW, Heavex; and this 
word isufed in the Scriptures to fignifie all thefe three heavens. 
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And asthe higheft heavents called by this name, P/alme 11. 4. 
the Lo rone tsin heaven, and P/alme 148. where it is faid, 
Praife P,O heaven of heavens:So the middle and {tarry heavens, 


as Gen. 22.17. where wee read of the Starres of heaven, and 
alfo the airy or loweft heaven is thus called , Verfe 20. and 26, 
where it is faid, Ler the fowles flie ix the open firmamznt of heaven, 
and Pfalme 79. 2. and Hof. 2. 18. and many other places, 
where weeread of the fowles of heaven. 

But the beft learned of later times have for the moft part. The’skie 
held, that by the firmament is here meant that vaft and {pacious Meane by 
element and region of the aire, which is extended and ftretched the firma- 
out, not onely round about all the Earth and the Sea; but alo °° 
reacheth from this globe of the Earth and the Sea, to the ftarry 
heavens even to the fpheare of the Moone: and thisis without 
doubt the true fenfe and irkķaning of the word in this place, 
as appears by divers reafons. Firt , the Hebrew name 0w, Reale 
(by which'God called this frmament or large region, being E- 
compounded of B2, which fignifies Aere , or in that place, and 
DO, which fignities waters) notes out untous, that this fir- 
miment is the „place where waters are engendered in the 
clouds , and which ‘from thence defcend and water the earth, 
and thatis the fluid and waterifh’element the aire. secondly, z; 
there is no other firmament befides the aire ftretched out be: 
tween the waters ofthe Sea, which are below and:the under- 
moft, and the waters above in the clouds heaven-ward , and - 
from thence ‘diftill and water the carth, and did defcend 
in great adoundance, and drowned the old World, when God 

_diflolved the clouds,& fo opened the foud -gates and windowes 
“ofheaven:. The aite is the onely element which divides be- 
“tween thefe two watérsof the chouds above, and of the Sea 
‘and Rivers below, Thitdly, theairy region is that in which 
‘the Sun, Moone, and Starres doe fhine and give Light to the 
Earth, and in which their beames and light appeare tous on 
earth. The light of the ftarry heaveris, and. of the Sun, which 
alwayes. 
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alwayes fhinesinthem, even at midnight as well as at noone 
day, isnot feene of us as it is in the heavens, but asitis in the 
aire; for,by multiplying their beames in the aire,the Sun,Moone, 
and Starres are {een of us, and give light upon theearth. And 
therefore itis not faid, that God made the Sun, Moone, and 
Starres in the firmament, or fetthem to have mF and 
being init; but gave them to bee lights in it, that is,{et above 
to fhine through it, and, by multiplying their beames in this fir-. 
mament tle aire, to givelight to the earth, Ver/e 15. ‘ 
Fourthly , the fowles which flie in the open face of the 


aire, are faid to fliein the firmament, which God called heaven, 


Verfe 20. 

Fifthly, the higheft heaven was created in the beginning in 
the firt moment of time together with the Angels. And the 
tarry heaven is the light created in. the firft day ; therefore this 
heaven here called firmament is the airie region or loweft 
heaven, j ; i 

Sixthly, in all places of Scripture wherein wee finde this 
word PP, which is here tranflated firmament, wee may very 
welland with good reafonunderftand by firmament, the large 
extended region of theaire ; and it cannot be proved by any 
one place that the word fignifies any other then the airie heaven 
enlightned with the beames of the Sun and the ftarry hea- 
vens. 

Seventhly, they who here by firmament do underftand the 
(tarry heavens, are forced by the words of the text (which fay, 
that the firmament isin the mid{t ofthe waters, and divides 
the waters above from the waters below) to imagine that there 
are waters above theftarry heavens, there placed to mitigate 
the heat of the Sun , and the Starres , and that thefe waters 
drowned the old World; which isa ridiculous conceipt,groun- 
ded on palpable miftaking of divers Scriptures, and contrary 
to all reafon. For the places of Scripture which fpeake of wa- 
ters above the heavens, intend no other waters but fuch as are 
inthe clonds in the middle region of the aire, and above the 
lowe’ region of the firmament or airy heaven, Firlt, the He- ` 
brew phrafe (YP) WO D'Band D'GW YA, ) that is, above 
the firmament , ox above the heavens; fignitics no more but at 
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that are above, heavenward. Secondly, the Scriptures doe 
plainely expound this phrafe, and in many places fhew , that by 
waters above.the heavens , they doc not meane either the multi- 
tude of heavenly Angels, as Origes dreamed; or any Cryftall 
orbe or naturall waters above thettarry heavens, as Baf, Anz. 
brofe, Beda, and others imagined; or the matter of {ptricuall and 
fuperceleitiall fubftances different from the matter.of earthly 
creatures, as Azfen thought; but that thefe waters above, are 
the waters in the clouds above inthe middle region of the aire, 
even raine, and haile, and fnow, and fuch waters as flow from 
thence in great aboundance when it pleafeth God to open the 
bottles, windowes , fountaines, and Hoodgates of heaven, that 
is, the clouds; for the clouds are called tie bottles of heaver, 
Job 38.37.and the fowntaines of the deep, Prov, 8,28. and the 
watery roofe of Gods chambers, Pfalme 104.3, and Ged is {aid 
to bind up his waters in the thick clouds, andthe ckud 03 not rent 
under them, Iob 26. 8,and when God openeth the clouds and. 
fends downe raine to water the carth,& to give to it the bleffing 
of frnitfulnefie, hee is faid to ope» the windowes and flood- 
gates ofheaven, Gen. 7,11. and (Wal, 3.10. And the loweft 
region of the aire, in which the dew is engendered of vapours 
and mifts diflolved into fmalldrops , is called heaves; and the 
dew from thence diftilling is called the Dew of beaven,Gen,2 7. 
28. P(alme 133. 3.and Zach, 12. 8, 

So then weefee that the firmament here called heaven, is 
the wide and broad fpread aire reaching from earth to the ftarry 
heaven, and compaffing the globe of Sea and land round about; 
and by the waters above the firmament, the waters in the 
clouds are meant, which are above the loweft region of the 
airy heaven or firmament. And thus much for the opening 
of the firft thing in my text, to wit, the thing created. 

The fecond thing is the creation of this firmament, and the 
manner of it. It is faid, God made the firmament, that is, framed, 
it,as hee had done the light the {tarry heavens, out of the rude 
matter before named , which was without forme and void, 
Ferfe2.and this hee did by the fame power and after the fame 
manmner,as he did the light, faying, Let there be a Firmament, that 
is,by his cternallW ord the Son,by whom he doth exercife all his 
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power , and performe all his works according to his eternal 
Counfell, and by whom hee fheweth outwardly his eternalt 
purpofe and will, asa man by his word doth openly profeffe 
and declare hismiad and purpofe, And thus wee fee the Sont 
fill worketh with the Father and the Spirit in the creation 
ofevery thing in the World,and without him nothing is made 
and created, 

The third thing isa maine ufe for which this firmament was 
imade to ferve; namely to divide the waters from the waters, 
that is, the waters which are below in the Sea,and Rivers,and are 
mingled with the earth, from the waters which are above in 
the clouds; for wee finde by experience, that there is no other 
thing, which divides between thofe waters,but onely the loweft 
heaven, the airiefirmament. There is alfo another ufe here- 
after mentioned , Ver/e 20. that is to convey the light from. 
the Sun, Moone,and Starry heavens to the earth. 

The fourth thing is the name by which God called the fir- 
mament, that is, DOW, heaven. Indeed, according to the com- 
mon etymologie and notation approved of all the learned, 
this name mot properly expreffeth the nature of theaire, the 
place of waters and waterifh clouds; and the ftarry and higheft 
heavens are fo called by reafon that they appeare tous, in our 
fisht, to be one, and the {ame common body ; or elfe by a me- 
taphore, becaufe there isa great fimilitude between them and 
the aire, in refpe@ of their purity and brightneffe; or ( as I have 
formerly noted) this word DYW, when it is the proper name of 
the highft heaven, may have another derivation of OW, which fig- 


vnifieth there doubled, or made in the forme of the duall number; 


and fo it is as much as if one fhould fay there,there,that is,there ig 
the place of all places,there is the beft being in the heavenof hea- 
vens:and here wee may obferve, what manifold and wonderfull. 
wifedome there is in the names which God hath given to crea- 
tures which hee himfelfe named... 

The fifth and laft thing to bee confidered in this text, which 
isa point of greateft difficultie, is, How by the framing and 
continuance of this worke, there came in an evening and a 
morning, which are the fecond day. The Sun was not yet 
created to fhine and togive chear day light, fuch as ag te 
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have, and therefore how could there bee a day or a morning? 
And the light, that is, the bright frame of the firic heavens 
being extended over all the inferiour maffe of the inferiour cle- 
ments, not yet formed, how conld there bee an evening oc 
night, and foa wholecivill day, as the text here {peakes? All 
that the learned have devifed and written for the removing of 
thefe doubts, isthis: Some hoid , that thelight which God 
eceated fubfifting without a fubsect, did, for the {pace of 12. 
houres, thine and fend forth beames, and make the morning; 
and againe, for the {pace of 12. houres, was contracted and 
withdrew it felfe, and fo made the night or evening. This 


is the opinion of Bafil, and Damafcene, Others think that’ 


light created the firft day, being a bright cloud which moved 
about as the Sun doth, did fhine like fire one while, and fo made 
the day ; and was like a thick cloud of darknefie fonanother 
while, and {o made the night; as the pillar of cloud which icad 
Iftael ; fo Beda holds. Others thinke it was the light ofthe 
Sun created imperfe@ at the firit, and moving about with the 
heavens, did makea difference between day and night equally. 
But certainly the light which God created being good, thatis, 
a perfect creature in his kind, and fo approved of God, asthe 
words of the text fhew ; cannot with any realon bee held to bee 
any imperfet thing, which afterwards was altered, or any 
fach mutable and corruptible light as was kindled and quen- 
ched; for God, feeing, and approving it for good, would not fo 
quickly alter it. 

Wherefore J take the evening or night time of the fecond 
day, to bee the time wherein God by his word and power was 
feparating the aireand purging it, by caufing the thick wate- 
rifh and earthy part to defcend and fettle downewards to- 
wards the center. For all that time, the vaft and {pacious wide 
region of the aire,being not purified,remained dark and duskith, 
becanfe the light of the firie heaven did not fhine thorough it,and. 
that was the evening or night of thefecond day:but the aire being 


made pure & perfect,and fettled in his naturall place,received the 


light of the heavens into it forthe {pace of 13. houres, before 
God began to create the other elements , which were the firit 
works of the third day. And this was a day of light cleare 
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nough for the creatures then made, though not fo light as when 
the Sun was made; and this evening and morning made tbe fe 
cond day, as the téxt faith, And thus we fee the true fenfe and 
meaning of the text, and what isthe fecond day and the work 
thereof: from whence wee may obferve fome points of Do- 
ecrine, si 
Doltrı 1e  Firft weehencelearne, that God proceeds moft wifely an 
Allcrea- orderly inthe creation of the World, declaring manifeftly’ that 
4 wily ee doth nothing in vaine, nor makes any thing beforeit is ufe- 
2 orderly. - bog ; ‘ 
full and neceffarily for the communicating of his goodneffe to his 
creatures; butdothall for the benefit of others , and addes no- 
thing to himfelfe, neither hath need to receive glory from any 
creature, If God had made the Sun and Starres before hee made 
the aireor the earth, men might have imagined that hee had 
made the Sunand lights of heaven not for the ufe of menand 
other earthly creatures; but either becaufe hee had need of them 
in the heavens to adde glory tohimfelfe; or elfetoremaine for 
atime without ufe and in vainc, But in that hee made not the 
glorious lights at the firlt before the aire, through which they 
might fhine and give light to the earth , Hereby hee fheweth 
that hee created , all things wifely and orderly; the moft heed- 
full things in the firft place; and nothing before there was ufe of 
it ; nothing which remained unprofitable for one houre; and 
that in creating the World, hee neither fought nor needed any 
addition of glory to himfelfe ; but made the glorious Sun and 
lights for to {new and to impart his glory to men, and his good- 
nefie to other creatures. 

Wfe. Let us all fee Gods wifedome and goodneffe, and jabour to 
imitate him in them; and as he doth all for our ufe, not his owne 
profit, foletus not feck any thing in the World for our owne 
vaineends : but makethe fetting forth of his glory, the end of 
all our labours; and ftriveto doe his will and pleafure, ‘not our 
owne; nor the willand commandement of any man, when wee 
perceive ittobee contrary and not according to the willand 
word of God. 

Doltr,2. Secondly, in that thelight of the fecond day which fhined 
“ " onely in the aire, and through it to the earth and deep, was 
nota cleare but obfcnre light in comparifon of the firlt day, a 
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the dayes after the Sun,Moone,and Starres were made,not much _ 


brighter then the night of the three laft dayes; Hereby God 
did forefhew, that the aire and this loweit World is the place of 
Safans Kingdome, wherein hee doth rage and tyrannize witk 
great power after his fall, untill hee be caft into Hell at the lalt 
day; which alfo other Scriptures fhew, as Eph, 22, where Satan 
is called rhe Prince of the aire, and Revel, 16.17.the Kingdome 
of Satanis called the sire, and Joh. 14,39. our saviour calls him 
the Prince of thts World. 

Wherefore let us not place our felicity here in the things 
of this World , nor hops for peace and reft in this lowett airy 
heaven where Satan ruleth and rageth. Hee who preacheth 
for things here, hee {peakes into the aire, 1 (or. 14. 9. Hee 
who wraftleth for a prize here, heebeateth the aire , and ftrives 
for uncertainties , 1 Cor. 9.26. Let uslooke up higher to the 
Heaven of heavens, to the Country and City, which is above, 
and where Chrift is, there let our heart bee Ver/e g. s 
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The third dayes worke. Of Water and Earth, dijlinét elements. OF 
the names of Earth and Sea, Of Herbes, Plants , and Trees. 

~- All earthly things, nothing to God. Wee are Pilgrimes oneanth: 
Fes, Godruleth the moft tumultuous creatures: Vfe, 
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Nd Ged faid, Let the waters under the Heaven bee gathered Vere g. 


together anto one place, andlet the drie land appeares andit was 
fo, Verfe 10, And God called the drie land Earth ana the gathering 
together of the Waters called bee Seas, and God faw that it was 
good, Werfert, And God faid, Let the Earth bring forth graffe, 
berbe yeelding feed; and the fruit tree yeelding fruit after his kind, 
whofe feed is in it [elfe npon the Earth; andit was fo , Verfe 12. 
And the Earth brought forth graffe, and herbe yeelding feed after hss 
kind, andthe tree yeelding fruit, whofe feed was in it felfe after bes 
hind; and God faw that it was good, Verfe13« end the evening and 
the morning, were the third day, Ci 
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The third dayes worke, is the creation of the Earth and the 
Seas, and the feparating ofthemone from anether in place,and - 
the calling of them by their names; alfo the creation of the 
Herbes, Plants, and Trees out of the Earth, all which madetipa 
third dayes worke. 

Inthe 9. verfe, wee have the creation of the two groffeft 
and lowelt elements, the Water and the Earth, laid downe very 
briefely , and withall the feparation of the Water from the 
Earth into onc place, and the.appearance of the earth above the 


waters. 


The firft words, ( And God faid, ) hew, that God by his eter- 
nall Word the Son, created thefe inferiour elements, and all 
thing: inthem; and fill the Son works with the Father in all 
the works of creation, : 

Thefe next words, (Let the waters under the heaven bee ga- 
thered together unto one place , and let the drie land appeare) feeme 
not to {peake atall of the creation of the waters or of the earth; 
but onely of the feparationof the waters into one place, and 
eauf@ng the dry land to appeareby it felfe. Some Expofitors 
gather from thefe words, that the earth, and the waters were 
created before, and that the earth being made perfe€tly round 
in the loweft place, and framed of the heavieft and groffelt part 
oftherude matter, which fettled about the center, was all co- 
vered withthe waters which were made of the purer part of 
that rude maffe, which remained after the creation of the {pa- 
cious firmament -the airie heaven, and the naturall place of the 
waters was above the earth, betweene it and the aire.. I eafily 
beleeve and acknowledge, that the carth, being made of the 
heavieft part of the rude matter, doth occupie and pofleffe the 
loweft place about the middle center of the round World ; and: 
that the natorall place of the water which isa purer and ligh- 
ter element, in which place God fir& created it, and gaveit 
being, is the place next above the carth compaffing it round on 
every fide; and if the element of water were in quantity more 
then the hollow places of the earth could conteine, it would 
overflow allthe upper face of the earth: or if God fhould bring 
the carth into a perfé@ round globe without rifings up of hils, 
orhollow valleyes; the waters ef the Sea would ftand in the 
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upper place next above it , between the aire and the earth. For 
wee fee and find by daily experience , that as heavier elements 
do defcend downwards when they are in lighter elements, 
and doe by maturall motion tend to the lower place; as for :xam- 
ple drops of raine-water, being ingendered in the aire, defcend 
downward ,and the earth and every part of it, whether a {tone,or 
lump of clay or clod of earth, will finke downe & move towards 
the bottom ina lake offtanding water, and in a veffell full of wa- 
ter. So alfo the lighter and thinner elements doe naturally 
af{cend above the heavier, and f{eeke the higher place,iand cannet 
but by violence bee kept under them ,. or in the fame place with 
them; for wee fee, that {parks and flames of fire being in the aire, 
will continually afcend upward till they come to the place 
aboveits and if aire be clofed up ina bladd<r,and by fome weight 
held downe in the bottom ofa pond or fome great veflell of wa- 
ter; ifit beelet loofe by opening or burfting the bladder, ic will 
prefently flie up and make {peedy way in bubbles to the top of 
the waters ; and if waters bee either ingendered in the earth 
under the ground , or, by {fecret conveyances, bee driven from 
the Sea into the earth, it will continually {pring up till1e cometh 
to the top of the earth ; and hence it is, that wee have fo many 
{prings of water rifing out of the earth, But I cannotbeleeve, 
that the earth and the waters of the Sea were created diftinc& 
elements before thethird day; becaufe no words in this Hiftorie 
of the creation, doe, before this day, mention any creation of 
water and ecarthas they are clements perfectly formed and di» 


(tinct one from ancther. Indeed the rude mafle, which was 


without forme and void, is called Earth, and the Deep , and the 
Waters, not becaufe it had the forme of thefe, or was any one of 
them; but was onely the matter, of which they were made; and 
becaufe it was like earth, for the grofineffe of it;and like water or 
adeep quagge or muddy lake, forthe inftability of it. And al- 
though it is faid, before that God made the airieheaven, to di- 
vide between the waters above in the clouds, and the waters 
below under. the aire in the Scaand the Rivers; yet it doth not 
follow that thefe waters were created before, or that then im- 
mediatly itdid divide betweene them,but that it was made to 


divide between them after wards when they were created. Yea | 
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itis plaine,that therewas noraine in the aire,nor clonds,nor mifts, 
nor vapours afcending up from the earth, tillafter the earth was 
furnifhed with herbes,plants,and trees, Chap. 2. Verfe 5,6. « 
Of Water - Wherefore ( omitting to mention divers needleffe queftions, 
andEat:h, and unprofitacle opinions raifed andheld by former writers 
diftint e. and expofitors ofthistext ) I will in briefe {hew what I con- 
Icments. ceive, and what I gether out of thefe words. 

I. Firft, Iconceive that thefe words, e4nd God faid, Let wa- 
ters from under heaven bee gathered together, (for fo they run in 
the originall ) doe implie two things: Firft, that God by his 
creating word brought the waters and the earth into being, and” 
made them perfect and diftinét elements one from another; 
and the water being the lighter did atthe firitftand above the 
earth, and compaffe it round, & that is the naturall place of it. 

Secondly., that God immediatly after, when the waters had 
covered the earth almoft for the {pace ofa night, and had kept 
it in darknefle from the fight and light of heaven,then I fay,God 
did bring the earth into thatforme and thape which it now hath: 
in the round globe of it he made hollow valleyes, deeper in'one 
place then another; and hee raifed up the hils and mountains fo 
much in height aboveas thofe valieyes are deep and hollow 
below; and the earth being a firme and drie elementand ftane 
ding faftin this fafhion; and the waters being of a liquid and 
flowing fubftance , and more heavy then theaire, did (for the 
avoiding of vacuity, which nature abhorreth, and to fill up thofe 
hollow places , which otherwife would haveremained empty, 
unlefie the aire could have defcended through the water) 
defcend downe from the hils, and through the valleyes ofthe 
earth, untill they came into and filled the great hollow valleyes, 
where the waters of the Sea remaine, and which is the place- 
of the Seato this day; and fo there is as much water inthe Sea, 
as there is drie land appearing above the waters ; and the depth 
of the Sea is equall to the rifing of the Earth,and the mountaines 
above the banks of it, as fome learned men have obferved. And 
for proofe hereof wee have the plaine word of God. The word 
#1, ufed inthe originall text, fignities gathering together into one 
hollow place, and Pfalme 104.5, 6,7,8, David {peaking of 
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the decp as with a garment , and the waters flood above the hils: at 
his rebuke they fled, at his tkund-ring voice they hafted away: the 
hils did rife up to their height, and the waters went downe the vale 
lies, unto the place. which God founded for thems and there hee fee 
them a bound which they cannot paffe nor returne to cover the Earth, 
And the earth was frit under the water ; and after by Gods 
making of the great hollow vallies, and ratfing up the earth 
and drie land, caufed it to ftand out of the water, and {o toap- 
peare above the water as if it did {tand in the water, and were 
founded upon the Sea,and e/fablifhed upon the flonds, the words 
of Saint Petrer thew, 2 Pet, 3.5. compared with this text, and 
the words of David, Pfalme 24. 2. Thus much for the ha. 
of the firk words, wherein the creation and fituation o 
the earth and the waters arelaid downein the 9. Ver/e. 

-The next thing is the naming of the waters and the drie OF the 
‘land. Itisfaid, that God called the drie land Earth, and the gathe- name of 
ring together of the water's salled he the Seas , and God faw that it the Earth, 
was good, Verje 10. The names, which God gave to the things 
here created , are full of wifedome; the drie land now appea- 
ring firme above the waters God called YIN, Evetz,of which our 

- Englith name Zarthis derived , and hath the found ofit. In 
the Hebrew, the word may bee derived of the verb $9, which: 
fignifeth running (peedtly, or running a race; and PN, whichis 
a negative particle & fignifieth wor ;for the earth is made to ftand. 
firme and neither to move fronrthenaturall place of it,nor to run 
abont-in the place, The common opinion ofthe belt learned’ 
is, that God called the carth $N, of N, which fignifieth where, 
being an adverb of place, and 39, which fignifieth running, be- 
caufe the heaven and the aire move and run round about It; and 
becaufe it ftands firme and isa {urc footing for men and other 
creatures to run upon, and neither finke,as in waterssnor fall and 
ftick faft,as in waterifh bogges, myres,and quickfands;to which 
F may adde another and more divine reafon, to Wit, becaufe 
God made the earth and drie land, that man and-other creatures 4 
which are made for mans ufe mightlive and move upon it, and: / 
that it might bee the place wherein man fhould run his race 
towards heaven and happinefle ; in which hee would not have 
us to fettle our reft, asifwee. were to live here: for ever, but 
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to run towards the better Countrie, which is above, 
The gathering together of the waters, God called DDS, the 
Sea. Firft this nameis ofthe plurall number; becaufe, though 
there is but one maine ocean Sea, through which men may 
faile to_all parts of the Earth; yet there are many inlets, 
crecks, corners, gulfes, and breakings in, between feverall Coun- 
tries of the earth; as the mediterranean Sea, the red Sea, the 
Perfian Gulfe, the Gulfe of Venice, the black Sea, the fouth Sea, 
and divers others. Secondly, this word is derived either of 
MM", which fignifies to rage and to make a noife and tumult, 


or of S27, which fignifies to fhake, and to cat downe and lay, 


proftrate all things beforeit. And indeed wee findeby expe- 
rience , that the waters of the Sea, being gathered together, and 
detained in the hollow place of the earth,doe,partly by a naturall 
difpofition and inclination to afcend to their naturall place above 
the earth, and partly by windes and tempelts lying violently 
upon them, rage, roare, fwell, and make the mountaines as 
it were. to fhake with their rage and noyfe, And when they 


_breake through their bankes into the drieland (as fometimes 
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it happens) they beare downe all before them; as the flood in 
Noahs dayes did over-run,and deftroyed the earth, when God 
brake up the fountaines of the great deep. . | 

But howfoever the earth is made to bee a place of running, 
and of roile,and travell, and ‘the gathering together of the wa- 
ters into the Seas makes a great noyfe and tumult, and rageth 
terribly: yet God faw that this his worke was good;and that both 
the Earth and the Sea fhould bee of great ufe and profit to man 
both forneceflaries of lif, and alfo for magnifying of Gods 
dreadfull power, wifedome and goodneffe in mans eyes, and 
therefore Mofes here faith,God faw that it was good. 

Another maine thing followeth inthisthird dayes worke, 
that is, the creation of grafic, herbes, plants, and trees: Where 
note onely thefe two things : Firft, what were thefe things 
created. Secondly, how they were created and brought into 
being. | Y 
The firt is graffe, or greene herbe,NW1, which is” that 
which of it felfe {prings up without fetting, or fowing, The 
fecond 2WY, herbe, bearing feed, that is, all herbes which ri 
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ca 


{et or fowne,and increafe by mans induftry. The third sy,that is, 
trees and plants, which are ofa woodie fudftance, which beare 
fruit and have their feed , which turns to fruit in themfelves; 
they are not multiplied onely by fowinz of feed, but live all 
the year, and many yeares without fowing, and multiply by 
rootes, flips, graffes, and the like. Thefe were the things, which 
God is here faid, by his creating Word and power , to bring 
out of the earth,every one perfect in their kind. 

Secondly , for the manner of creating them; they werenot 
created immediatly of nothing, nor cf any other element be- 
fides the earth , and then put into the earth there to grow: But 
God by his powerfull Word, without any help of mans tillage, 
Raine,or Sun, did make them immediatly out of the earth, and 
every one perfect in their kind; graffeand herbes with flowers 
and feeds; and trees with large bodies, branches, leaves, and 
fruits, growing up fuddenly, as it were in a moment, by Gods 
Word and power. And thus much I gather not onely from 
the words of the text , which run thus, God faid ; Les the Earth 
bring forth graffe, herbes and trees: but alfo from the words,C hap. 
2.5, 6. where itis faid, that God formed every plant when yet 
it was not in the Earth; and every herb, when as yet it grew „ot up; 
that is,before they had any feed , or roote hidden or fownein 
the earth from whence they might {pring and grow up; 
and alfo without help of raine or dew, or any culture or til- 
lage. a, m 

PNow all thefe things being thus formed by the word of 
God, were approved by God fer good and perfec in their 
kind. And fo the evening, that is, the time of darknefle over 
the carth (while the waters covered it, and before the drie land 
appeared above the waters, which was about twelve houres,a 
nights fpace Jand the morning (that is, the time of light after 
the drieland appeared, and the light of the firie heavens fhined 
upon it through the aire, which as yet was moft pure and cleare 
without clouds, mifts or vapours, which time of light was- 
other twelve houres ) madeup a third day, 

Thus we fee, thatin the threefirft daies before the creation of 
theSun, Moon, and Starres,the night was atime of darknes, and 
the day a time of light in all that part of the World wheys fe 

and: 


3 2 The times of Light and Darkne(fe make the third day. 


and day are faid to have been, and in refpect of which part 
ofthe World they are called evening, and morning;as for exam- 
ple, After that.the light,the firie heavens were created, and made 
' outoftherude maffe, full of darkneffe, there was no more night 
or darkneffe but all light in the heavens ever fince (for they are 
a day and light to themfelves) and that which is night and day, 
with us, is all alike with them, even cleare day Itght. So likes 
wifeafter the creation of the light , all was darkneffe in the reft 
of the rude maffe which was not yet formed; and the time that 
it lay in darkneffe before the airy heaven was perfeétly purified 
and made, is called the evening or night: but after that the fare 
` mament, that is, the {pacious element of the aire, was created 
and brought into perfect being and puritie, it received into 
it the light of the tire heavens which fhined through it, and the 
time of that fhining into the aireis called the morning or day 
light; and this day light fhines {till in the higheft region of the 
aire, above the afcent of the clouds; and there isno more night 
of darkneffe in that region, but as cleare light as that of the {e- 
cond and third day; onely in the reft ofthe rude maffe there did. 
remaine darknefic, untill God created out of itat once the two 
lowelt clements, the waters and the earth; and the time while ` 
the waters covered the earth; and kept the light of heaven. from 
it,is called the evening or nightofthe third day; but when the 
drieland , and the hils and mountaines of the earth were raifed 
up above the waters, and the great vaft hollow valley, which 
is the place of the Sea and receptacle of the waters, was made 
init, then the light of the heavens did ihine through theaire 
unto the upper face of the earth and of the waters, and fo con- 
tinued untill the herbes, plants, and trees were made:no clouds, 
or mifts, or vapours made the lower region oftheaire darke; 
and this wasthe time of morning of day light on earth the third 
day. Thus much for the opening of the third dayes work of 
creation, and how the times oflight and darkneffe, that is the 
evening and morning, did make up the third day, ; 
From this dayes work, and from the things created, and the 
manner of creation, divers things may bee obferved for our in- 

ftruction. - 
Doéir, 1e  Firft, wee fee that the two loweft elements, Earth ag $ 
though 


‘Allearthly things vanity in refpect of Cod. ast: 


though they appeare tobee great and huge valt things, yet to Allearthly 
God, working by his eternall Word, the making and {eparating a no- 
of them was but a peece of adayes work, and allthe graffe, gug 


herkes, plant trees, which are innumerable and fall ofal 7 
admirable v tey were but another peece ofa dayes worke; 
they were not 6mely made and brought into being , but alfo to i 
their perfec growth, full of flowers , feed and fruite ina little ` 

time, as it were ina moment: Hence we may learne, that all this 

World here below, wherein the fonnes of men live together, 

with all creatures which fe. vetor their ule; ic is as nothing in the 

hand of God, and of {mall moment, All the herbes, plants, and 

trees, Which Solomos with all his wifedome could {carcely 

come to know, were with the Earth, Sea, and-all Waters,made 

perfet in one day, This is that which the Lord proclaimes 

by the Prophet, Z/a. 40.15,,17, where itis faid, that a// z1tioxs 

are asa drop of a bucket, and are counted as the {mall duft of the 

balance before him, All nations are before him as nothing,and they 

are counted to him lefe then nothing and vanity. 

Which Doctrine fervesto admonifhus todefpifeailearthly 57, 
riches and poffeffions'in comparifon of God, who is the portion 
ofthe godly and faithfull; alfo it fervesto confound and put ti 
fhame prone carnall worldlings, who glory and boaft ina 
littlenothitig; and to make glad,and fill with joy Gods people, 
who have a true right and interet in God by their fpirituall 
union and communien, which they have with Chrit by one 
Spirit, even the holy Ghoft, dwelling inhim as the head,and in 

em as members of the fame mylticall body. 

Secondly, from the name of the earth, we learne, that this Dog. s 
World is a race and. pilgrimage, and a place of travell, and Wee teans 
warfare, and here is not the reit of man, neither is here his abi- gershere, 
ding place. This the Scriptures proclaime every where, Zarob & 1m a pil- 
the Father of { frael, who had the land of Canaan promifed to him 8s" 
and his feed for an inheritance for ever; hee counted his life as 
A pilgrimage on earth , and faith in his old age, Few and evill have 
my dayes been, Gen. 47.9. And David faith, Pfalme 119, 19. 

Tama jiranger uponearth, and Pfalm: 39.12,1 ama franger 
and Sojourner with thee, as all my Fathers were, Jodcalls mans 
life a few dayes and Jull of trouble, which fiseth as a fhadoy’, and 


COn- 


fe i, 


Dor. 3. 


Mans life on earth and pilgrimage, 


contianeth not, Job 14. b, 2. Saint Panl calsita reftelefle race, 
like that of men who runne fora prize,1 Cor, 9. 24, 26, and 
Heb, 12, 1. Wee are here like Noak’s dove, which being fent 
ont of the Arke found no reft for the foale_ofiiag: foots till fhee 
returned thither againe. Here wee have wOmggptinuing Citic, 
Hebr.13 14.neither ts bere our reft, Mich, 2.10, til our Soules re- 
turne to God who gave them wee fhall alwayes bein a pil- 
grimage and never find quiet reft. 

This Doérine is of good ufe to keep and reftraine us from 
dreaming of fetled ref here on earth, and from feeking to build 
our nefts furein the tops of earthly rocks for many generations, 
and to ftirre usup to put on refolutionand courage to labour, 
anc travell, and {trive, and run as men doe ina race, and for ma- 
fteries, while wee live on earth: For our life is fhort and flee 
away as a fhadow, and the art and divine skill of gaining heaven, 
and getting the Crowne of glory, doth require much ftudie, 
{weating;toile, and induftrie; and wee cannot attaine to it, but by 
hearing, reading, {tudying, and meditating in Gads Word day 
and night. 

Secondly, it difcovers worldlings to bee dreaming and doa- 
ting fooles, who put truft and confidence in things of this 
World , and build great houfes, purchafe lands, andgigrge reve- 
nues, and think that their houfes fhall continue for ®vers The 
Prophet juftly compareth fuch men to a dreamer, who being 
hungrie doth dreame that hee eateth, but when hee awaketh 
his {oule is empty3& in his thirft he dreameth that he is drinking, 
but when he awaketh hee is faint, and his foule hath appetite, 
Ifa. 29, 8. This is the cafe of foolith and brutifh worldings, 
who fee how the forme and fafhion of the World pafleth away, 
and yet feeing will not fee; but ftill dreame of fetled reft and 
dwelling on earth, 

Thirdly,though the Seas are fuch as the name fignifieth which 


Godtuleth COd gave to them, that is, troubelous and tumultuous, and doe 


the mok 


dreadfully rage and roar; yet fecing, God is above them as their 


tumultuous Lord and Creatour , and when hee made them {fuch faw that 


escacures. 


they were good and ufefull and profitable for man, this teacheth, 
that Ged ruleth over the moft tumultuous creatures of the 
World , and maketh the moft outrageous roarers work for the 
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In tome of trouble relie upon God, 


good of his people. Firfl, hee makes them ferveto thew the 
power,dread and terrour of him their creatour, thatall may feare 
and tand inawe of him: for if the creatures be fo dreadfull and 
terrible , much more God the Creatour, who gave them their 
being. And as God makes them worke feare, fo alfo admira- 
tion in men; fo David fheweth, Palme 46, and P/alme 107.4, 
Secondly,hee makes them werke tor the good of his people, and 
for the fatety of his Church; by deftroying and devouring their 
wicked enemies, perfecutors, and oppreflors; as wee feein the 


red Seadrowning Pharaoh and his hoft ; and as wee have feene . 


inthe year 88. whenthe Sea, wind and flormes fcattered and 
devoured the Armado of our bloudy enemies, who came en- 
raged with furie, and furnithed with all weapons of cruelty, and 
inftruments of death, todeflroy our Land and the Church of 
God in it. 

The confideration whereof ferves to make us eaft our felves 
upon God in all times of trouble, and to comfort our {elves 
inhim, knowing that as hee isthe Lord mighty aboveall, and 
a terrour to the moft terrible, and hathin his hand power to 
fave us fromall troubles: fo hee is gracious and willing to fave 
us; And though hee fometimes fufters the {welling waves to 
rife, and the tempeftuous {tormes and Seas to threaten, and put 
us in feare and danger, yet it is not in wrath but in wife- 
dome, becaufe for the prefent hee fees them to bee good for 
US. 


Cuar. IX. 


The fourth dayes worke, Of the lights, fubftantiall bodies: The 
place of them: Their Vie; For fignes, feafons, dayes, and yeares. 
Of the Sun,Moone,and Starres. Noinfiraments afedin the crea- 
tion, Note ithe great wifedome of God in the order of creation, 
This World not made to bee the place of onr immutable perfettion. 


Vfes of each of thefts 


A Nd Ged faid , Let there bee Lights in the firmament of rhe 
heaven, to divide the day fromthe night: and let them bee for 
yO q[m —_—- ——— farts, 
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The fpeciatl ufes of the Lights. . 


S d -ME-ITEEGIG Scere nn a) Le 
fiss and for feafons, and for dayes , and for yeares. 15, And let 


N 


Of chele 
lights, chat 
they are 
fubitantial 
bodies, 


them bee for lights in the firmament of heaven, to give light upor 
the Earth; andit was fo. 16. dnd God made two great lights, the 
greater light to rule the day, and the leffelight to rule the night; 
be made alfo the Starres. 17. And God [et them inthe firmament of 
heaven, to give light upon the Earth. 18, And to rule over the da 
andthe sight, and to divide the light from the darkuefle; and God faw 
that it was good. 19, And tozevening and the morning were the 
fourth aay, N 

Thefg words contairie a briefe Hiftorie ofthe fourth dayes 
worke in the creation:in which wee may obferve; Firft, Gods - 
powerfull commaxaing the -worke to bee done by his eternall 
Word, in the 14, and 15. Ferfes. Secondly, his bringing of the 
worke to paffe by that eternall Word, in the 16,17,18, Verfes, 
Thirdly, Gods approbation of the worke,and fo perfecting that 
aay. y 

"Fist , wee fee God fill proceeds inthe worke of creation 
by his powerfull Word and faith, Let there be Lights, The things 
which hee commands to bee done are two. ’ 
 Firft, that there fhall bee lights in the firmament of heaven, 
that isthe Sun, Moone, and Starres, which are the lights created 
out of the firk element, even that light which was made the firft 
day,that is, the body of the vifible frie heavens, m 

The fecond, that they fhall bee for fpeciall ufe: 1. To divide 
the day from the night. 2. To bee forfignes, feafons, dayes , and 
yeares, 3. To bee for lights in the firmament of heaven to give light 
npon the Earth. 

That thefe lights arenot bare lights without a fubje&, but 
bright fhining fubftantiall bodies , which have light in them- 
felves, and fend forth beames of light into other pure elements 
and cleare tranfparent bodies, no man can deny; for the Hebrew 
word here in my textis, FOND, which fignifies amps, torches, 
or other things which fhine forth and givelight; and the words 
following, Verfe 16, thew plainely , that thefe lights are the 
Sun, Moone, and Starres, which rule the day and the night by- 
th: light which they give to the earth. ; 

The greatelt doubt here is about the place where God come 
minded them to bec, to wit, the Armament of heaven, Forif 
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ee eines C 
wee take the word firmament of heaven for the fpacious re- 


gionoftheaire, as wee have expounded it before, Ver/e 6,7,8. 

then men will conceive that the Sun, Moone, and Starres, have The place 
their place in the airic region, and not in the frie region of the of them, 
vifioleheavens; whichis athing contrary to reafon and expe- 

rience, and to the common judgement ofall the learned, and to 

the holy Scriptares. 

For clearing of this doubt wee hawe two anfwers ready at Lep/y, p. 

hand, either of which may fatisfie. The firft, that as the word i 
Waw, heaven, fignifies not onely theairy region, wherein the 
Fowles doe fie, Verfe 20, and above which there are waters in 
the clouds, as appeares Ver/e 7. but alfo the bighe/t heaven, Ver/z 
r. and the firie heavens, whicharé called the farry heaven, 
Gen, 15. §. and the garnifoed heaven, Isb 26.13. and which 
are the heavens next unto the highe(t, and in comparifon of 
which the higheft is called zhe heaven of heavens, 1 Kings S. 
27. and the third heaven, 2 Cor, 12.2. So alfo the Hebrew 
word Y’, which is here tranflated firmament , and fignittes 
a broad [preading, or athing which is broad fpread and ftretched 
outfarre and wide may very well here inthis place bee ufed 
to fignifie the firie region of theftarry heaven, {pread abroad 
farre morelargeand wide, then the airy region, and then this 
is the meaning, that God commanded lights to bee, and made 
lights, and fet them in the firie regionor firmament which is 
above theairy firmament; in which fenfsthe word firmament is 
ufed, Pfalm: 19,1, and Daz, 12.3. 

Secondly, ifany thould not bee fatisfied with this firt anfwere, Arf, 2. 
which is cleare and fufficient, but fhould ftill hold that the word 
frmament is here uled to fignifie the airy heaven, as in the 7, 
and 20, Verfes: Then this may ferve for a fecond anfwere, that 
God commanded lights to be, that is,the Sun, Moons, and Starres, 
to haveabeing, and created them out of the firie heavens, in 
which they have their place of being: but hee gave them bright 
light for this end and purpofe, that they might fhine through 
the region oftheaire, and might multiplie their beames in it, 
and fo bee therein for lights to the earth. The words of the 
text in the originall doe not expreffely affirme, that God made 
them of the matter of the airy region the firmament, or e~ hee 
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them, 


The Sun, Moone, ana Starres givento be Lights. 


ne aa eeeneen oon —— ey 
there placed them: but onely that he cave them to be lights,and to 
fhine though theaire upon the earth: & through the bodie & fub- 
{tance of Sun, Moone,and Stars, be fet and piaced in the {tarry hea- 
ven or firmament ; yetthey are lights inthe airy firmament, and 
through it give itght tothe earth. And this Lprove by ade- 
monftration gathered from the text it felfe: For where the 
San,and Moone, and Starres, are given to divide betweene day and 
night , and tobeefor (eafons, dayes and yeares, and to rule over the- 
day and over the might; there God gave them tobee for lights. 
This is moft certaine and manifeft;for theS#2 doth no other way 
rule the day nor the Moone the night, but oncly by their light & by 
appearing one while & not another in the feverall hemifphares 
of heaven to the earth below: Now they divide the day from the 
night, and make difference of feafons, dayes and yéares onely in 
the loweft heavens and in theearth : for above, in the ftarry hea- 
ven,the Sun, Moone, and Starres doe fhine all alike continuallys. 
there is one perpetuall day oflight and no night or darkeneffe 
from the beginning to the end of the World: It is the funs ap- 
pearing to one fide of the carth fora time, once in 24. houres,. 
which makes the day; and the ab/exce and not appearing ofit 
for the reft of th: 24. houres to that fide of the earth , which 
makes the night there; and both day and night make a civill day, 
and feven fuch dayes a Week, and four weekes a Afoneth, and 
12, moneths a Year,and the feafons of Summer, Winter, Spring ,. 
and Autimne, have place onely on earth, aad in the loweft airie 
heaven,not in the {tarry heaven.. Therefore God gave them ;and: 
fee them to be lights , that is, to give light in theaire and tothe: 
earth, 

And thus the doubt is fully cleared ; and the firft thing opened, 
towit, Gods consssanding lights to bee ix. the firmament of hea- 
VLR. 

The fecond thing commanded is the «fe of thofe Lights. 

The firk nfe is, to divide the day from she night, that is, thetimé 
oflight from the time of darknefle. For clearing of which point: 
weearetoconfider, Firft, whatis here properly meant by day 
and night , and how the lights divide them one from another. 
Secondly,how there could be a divifion betweene day and night, 
before thefe Lights,the Sun , Meonejand Starres were made, g~ 
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‘What meant by Day axd Night. 


by day we are here to underftand not the {pace of the Sun,Mooue, 
and Starres, compalfing the carth, which is: the {pace of 24. 
houres; for that day confilts ofan eysning and a morning, and 
comprehends init, one night ; and) fome call it anatwrall, and 
tomé a:civill, and fome an affronowmcall day: but here by day 
weeare to underltand the time while the Sun,the greateft light, 
fhines.and gives light upon the face ot the carth » And by wighe 
the time while the Moone and Starres doe oncly appeare and 
givetheir dimme light upon the earth, which fome call an ar- 
tificiall andcivill day and’ night, but others doc more properly 
callita saturallday, anda satura sight, The day in thisfente 
hath no night in it, and the night inthis fenfeis no part’ ofthe 
day;but thefe two, being the one the time of darknefisor dimme 
light,& the other the time of cleare light, are fo oppofite,that they 
cannot both bee at once in oneand the fame part of the World. 
Now.as the vifible World confilts of divers maine parts or ele- 
ments; and tke motions of the Sun, Meone,and Starres are moft 
variable among themfelves; fo the day and night taken in this 

proper fenfesre moft variable, _ 9G bie dime 
Firft, the day,as itis atime cflight, doth in refpe@ of fome 
parts of the World comprehend in it the whole time from the 
firft creation of the Sun and of the {tarry heavens, the making 
of which bronght inthe firft morning or day-light; as for exam- 
ple, Ever fince the firic heavens were made and created a bright 
fining fubftance, they have retained their light continually,and 
fo there hath beenea continuall day in them, and no night nor 
darkneffe; although the light of them, by reafon of the vaf di- 
ftance, dothnot make day here on earth. Alfo ever fince the 
Sun was created, it {hineth moft cleare inthe firie or ftarry hea- 
ven from Eaft to Welt, and from the Northto the South-Pole- 
when the Sun fets in the Welt from our fight, it fhineth bright 
inthe face of the full Moone, which is then rifing in the Eat 
part of heaven, or elfe the Moone would bee darke and enclyp- 
feds Allthe fhadow which the earth makes in the heavens, by 
comming betweene the Sun and that part ofthe heaven which 
is moftoppofite, is very little, neare about the compaffe of the 
body of the Moone, asin every great eclypfe of the Moons 
may cafily bee {eene and difcerned. Likewife that light which 
_ eel wae 
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was the day light of the fecond day, continueth fill in the fape- 


riour region of the aire, and in the loweft regions’alfo- when 


there are no‘clouds, milts, or vapours: And the light of the 
Sun alfo appeares continually ‘in the moft’ part of the higheft 
regions of the aire,even under ourHemi/plerc,and in our Horizon, 
when the Sun is furtheft from our fight. And as there isal- 
wayes day hehtin the middle heavens, fo there is al wayes night 
and darkneffe in the midfrof the earth, and throngh all the body 
ofit fromthe upper face to the center, whichis the very middle 
and heart ofit. ` EUU GE a paren A si. 
Secondiy , in thofe places of the World which are direy 
ander the North and*South po/es, the day, that is, the time of 
the Suns being in theirfight, is juft halfea year; and the night 
alfo, that is,the time of theSuns abfence from their fight, is another 
halfe year, © 7 erry LAN d 
Thirdly, under the egsinoftsall line, which cuts the heavens 
equally'in the middle betweene the North afd South poles, 
the day-and night are alwayes equall each one 12. houres, 
hecaufe the San, and Moone, and Starres doe appeare fo long, 
and are hid: juft fo long againe. And thus dayes ‘and nights 


‘varie according to the feverall parts of the World, and divers. 


climats of the earth, And ever fince that God did make the 
lights in heaven,the Sun, Moone, and Starres; they have made the 
divifion betweene the darknefle which wee call sight, and the 
light which wee call day, as God here appointed. For the time 
while the Sun fhines and rules, by giving greateft light inany 


part ofthe World, that is called the day light; and the time while 


the Sun is out of fight , and the Moone and Starres onely fhine 
andrule, that is called thenight, becaufeit isa time of dimme 
tight , which is darkneffe in comparifon of ‘the Sun light, as 
appeares in the words of the 16. Verfe. 

<The fecond thing, which comes to bee confidered in the firft 
ufc of thefe lights, 1s the divifion and diftin@tion betweene day 
and night before this fourth dayes worke, when thefe lights were 
made for this ufe. . > 

For clearing of this point, wee are to callto minde fome- 
things which “I have opened before, and withall adde fome 
tw things more, which will make the truth manifeft: . Firft we 
: | are. 


No divifion of Day and Night in Heaven. 


are to know and perfwade our felves, that thereis no difference 
or divifion betweene dayand night, but onely in this énferionn 
wifible World, which wee fee with bodily eyes : Forinthe hea- 
ven of heavens , which is above the vifible World, there is 
no darkneffe, neither can bee at anytime; but there is thè ix- 
beritance of the Saints in light , andthe light thereof is /pirituadd 
and tous /wpernatarall, And in Hell, wherefoever that ıs, there 
is nothing but blackseffe of darkneffe for ever, 2 Pet. 2, 17. Inde 
13. Secondly, the time of day-light , which is called the 
morning, and the time of night and of darkneffe, which is called 
the evenixg, in the three firft dayes did much differ from the eve- 
ning and morning, that is, the time of darkneffe and light, in 
the reft of the dayes after that the Sun, Moone, and Starres were 
made, For the evening, that is,the time of darknefle or night, 
in the firt day was onely the time while all this inferiour 
World remained in that rude informed maffe, without forme 
and void, which was all over-fpread with derkneffe,and had no 
lightinit: And the morning, that is, the time of light and of 
day, was the time after that God formed the lizht, that is the 
firic or {tarry heavens; for they were inthemfelves full oflight, 
and had cleare day in them without the Sun, before the light 
of them was united in the Sun, Moone,and Starres : I fay from 
the forming of them, untill God began to create the {pacious 
airie firmament it was cleare day in fo much of the vifible 
World as was perfectly formed, that is, inthe firie heavens, 
which are called /ight ; anid that was twelve houres at the leaft, 
But when God began to create out of the rude maffe fall of 
darkneffe the lowelt heavens, the aire, which isa {pacious re- 
gion, while the earthy and waterifh parts were fetling down- 
ward, and the aire was a purging and growing into purity; 
untill it became pure and cleare, there wasa time of darknefle 
and dimneffe init; which I conceive to bee the {pace ofa night 
about twelve houres: And the time after that it was made pure 
and received into it the light of the heaveas fhining clearly 
init, was the morning or time of day-light {ufficient for fo 
much of the World as was then created, which was twelve 
houres more,and made up the fecond day, 
Then God began to create tho water , and the drie land, and 
i L3. whils 
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while the earth was {stling downward to the center, and the 
waters, being made of the thinner and lighter part of the maffe 
which remained, did cover the face of the earth which was 
created round in the middle of them,this was the {pace of twelve 
houres, and it was a time of darkneffe upon the earth which lay 
hid and covered with all the weters which are now in the Seas 
and Rivers, and this was the night ofthe third day upon earth. 
But after that God made the great and hollow vallies, which 
are now the receptacles of the waters, and made the hils and 
drie land {tand up and appeare above the waters, being gathered 
into that hollow place; there was a time of day-light for 
the light of the heavens, which then had in them all that light 
which is now gathered and united in the bodies of the Sun, 
Moone, and Starres, did fhine upon the face of the carth for the 
Space of twelve houres; in which God made the graffe, and the 
herbes bearing feeed, and the trees ofall kinds bearing fruitssand 
this was the third day. 

Now after this day ended, God created clouds, and miffs, and. 
vapours; Which,afcending up into the middle region of the aire, 
did make a time of darkneile, and a night upon the face of the 
Earth and the Sea; and this was the evening or night of the 
fourth day. But when after twelve houres God had made 
thelights in the firmament, the Sun, Moone, and Starres, then 
came in the moruing, that is, the time of light; in which the Sun 
fhining bright upon the earth made the fourth day; and ever 
fince that fourth day, the divifion betweene the day and night is by 
means of the Sun, Moone, and Starres. For all the while that 
the Sun appeares and fhines upon the upper face of the earth,. 
that is the day-time in that place ; and while the Sun is abfent, 
and thelight thereof is not feen,and there is no light except 
of the Mooneand the Starres ,. that is the time of darkneffe and: 
ofthe night. id 

This is the firft ufe of thefe lights expreffedin my text, even: 
to divide betweene the day and betweene the night. 

The fecond ufe for which God made thefe lights and ap- 
pointed them, is tobee for fignes,and for feafens, and for dayes,. 
aud for yeares . 

_ Firft, they are for fgnes to men, both of things MN, 
thaz 


Lights created for difiinétion of Jeafons times gre 
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that is, to fhew the glory, the wifedome and the power of God 
and his admirable love to man, in making fuch great, and glo- 
rious fhining lights for his ufe;and alfo they are {ignes of things 
natarall, as of faire, foule, and feafonable weather, and fuch iike; 
for the Pleiades arifing, are fignes of west fhowers, which make 
theearthto {pring, Zob 38,31. The dogge-Starre arifing, is a 
figne of fcorching heat; the Moone alfo by her change, and fuil, 
and middle quarters, is a figne of high and low tydes,and flow- 
ings of the Sca; and the divers colours of it , thew divers 
changes of weather. 

Secondly, they are for feafexs, For the Suns declining to the 
South line, makes the fhortelt dayes to them who live North- 


ward from the equinodtiall, and the Autumne and Winter fca- 


fon; but when it cometh back to the equinodtiall, it makes the 
{pring feafon ; and when it comethto the northerne Tropick, it 
brings in the hot Summer, and declining againe to the equino- 
Gtiall, it brings in Autumne and the harveit feafon, 

Thirdly, they ferve for dayes and yeares. For the motion of the 
Sun, Moone, and Starres, round about the heavens in 24. houres, 
maketh a day in the large fenfe, that is, acivi// day; And the ap- 

earance and fhining of the Sun upon the face of the earth,makes 
aday oflight, that is, a atwral/ day; and the fetting and abfence 
of the Sun make the night. 

The motion of the Moone in her proper courfe thorough 
the twelve fignes of the Zodiak, from change to change,and from 
full to full, makes a msoneth of fonre weeks; And the proper 
motion of the Sun thorough the fame twelve fignes, makes a 
yeare of twelve diftin& folary moneths; And the Moone by her 
foure quarters, makes four weeks every one of {even dayes: 
And the concurrence of the Sun, Moene, and Starres, returning 
to their feverall places, make fet times for civi? and Ecclefiafti 
call ufe, as for feafts of Eafter, Pentecoft, and the like, which are 
appointed by God and his Church tobee obferved yearly for 
Gods honour and for remembrances of fome great works of 
mercy performed by -God and by Chrift, for mans deliverance 
and falvation. 

The lakt and maine ufcofallis, to give tight upon Earth; Fors 
by giving of light and {hining in, and thorough the aire, they 

See caus 


142 


$3 
fel 


Mi 


r44 


The lights made to divide the Day from Night. 


caufe heat, and moyfture, and drienefle ; and by their feverall 
degrees, afpects, and reflexions of beames and light,they yeeld 
their influence and cher:fh and worke upon things below; they 


* alfo make all things vifiole to menand other creatures and by 


their light wee come to fee and difcerne all things here vifible; 
without which fightand vifibility,no man can performe the 
works for which God created and piaced him on earth, 

And fo mach for opening the firt maine thing in my text, 
to wit, Gods commanding lights to bee inthe firmament of hea- 
vest for the fpeciall ufes here named, laid downeinthe 14, and 
15. Verfes. 

The fecond maine thing, is his bringing of the worke: to. 

patie by hes powerfull Word, and making itto bee in all refpe&s 
according to his counfell,will and word. This is laid towne, 
Ark fammarily,in the laft claufe ofthe 15. Ver/e, in thefe words, 
asdit was fo; that is,as Ged faid aid commanded, foit was done 
prefently. Secondly, it is more largely defcribed in the next 
words, Verfe 16,17,18. And God mad: two great lights the reaa 
rer to rule the day ,tbeleffe torule the night; bee made alfo the Starres, 
And God fet thems in the firmament to give light upon the Earth, 
anrd to divide light anddarkneffe, 
- Firft,of whatfoever God fad, Ler ir be,it was made, & for the 
fame ufe as here we read: For as he faid, Lez there be lights, and let 
them be to divide the day from the night;fohe made lights, and 
gave them in the firmament of heaven to divid: day from night 
and to ferve for the ufes which hee appointed. 

Secondly, it is herc faid, that God hinifelfe made thofe lights; 
no Angels, or others befides himfelfe were commanded to 
make them,nor had any hand in creating them. 

Thirdly, rh: Agets, which were before generally mentioned, 
are here more {pecially and particularly rehearfed and expreffed , 
and the feverall otfices of them all, Two of them are faid to: 
bee great lights, one greater, that is, the Søn to rule the day; the 
other defer, that ts, the Moone to have dominion in the night; 
the reft of the lights are faid-to bee the Starres . 

Firft for the S#, that is called the greateft light, and that moft 
truly and properly; both for the body and fubttance of it, and 
alfo for the brightneffe and. aboundanec. of the light which is in 
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it: For the moft skilful Mathematicians have obferved and 
demonttrated, that the very body of the Sun doth exceed the 
whole earth in bignefle 166, times; and our owne eyes are wir- 
nefies of the greatnefle of the lightin it, farre excecding all 
bodily lights,and dazling our weake fight. 

Secondly, the AZoone is alfo called a grear light (though leffer OF the 
thenthe Sun; ) not for the bigneff: ofthe bodie of it, but be. Mocne, 
caufeitis the /oweft ofall the Planets, and neareft unto the earth, 
and therefore appeares biggelt ofall next unto ths Sun, and gives 
to the earth a greater light then any of the Starres, which are 
farre greater in fubftance, and brighter in light. For the 
moft skilfull Mathematicians have found by their art, that ic 
is 39. times lefler then the earth, and the leatt of all the. Starres. 
except Adercury, which is the Planet next above it: And 
thofe Starres which are faid to bee of the firk Adagnitude, are 
iome of them obferved to bee18.times bigger thea the earth. 
And although the Moone, being the loweft and nearelt of 
all the heavenly lights unto the- earth, and therefore more 
dimme in it felfe, and of a more impurebodie and fubftance, as 
appeares by the cloudy fpecks init, fhining very little ofit felfe, 
may in that refpec bee called one of the lealt lights: yet cecaule 
it borrowes light from the Sus, inining in the face ot it as ina 
looking glafle, and becaufe it is 18. times lower thea the Sun, 
and nearer tous then. the earth is; lower then it, as Mathemati- 
cians have obferved, and foit is nearer to the earth then the 
Sun almoft 18, hundred thoufand miles ; therefore in onr eyes 
it appeares the greate{t of all the lights next to the Sun: And 
M ofes here {peaking according to the capacity of the vulgar, 
and our outward fenfes, and the fenfidle effe&s of light which 
the Moone gives to theearth, cals it one of the to great lights, 
And as hee gives to the Sunthe office and prerogative of ruling 
the day , becaufe the fight and prefence of the Sun makes the 
day light, and {moothers and obfcures all other lights in the 
day time: fo hez gives to the Moone the ottice of ruling the wighr, 
beeaufe when it appeares in the night, it giveth more light 
to us here on earth then all the other Starres, 

Thus wee fee, thatas God /aid, fo every thing which was 
made in the fourth day came to palie; God’ himfelfe made every 

———E— thing, 


146 


Cer i. 
Moinitiu- 
meats uled 
inrhecreas 
tion. 


Vje 


Dotlr, 2. 
Great 
wifedome 
of Godin 
the Crede 
tion, 


Gad ufed no inflruments in the (reation, 
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thing 4y bes eternall Word, according to his owne eternall Couns 
fell, minde, and will. And therefore no marvell though hee 
gives approbation to this dayes workealfo, which is the third 
maine thing inthetext, exprefled in thefe words, And God faw 
that it was good. And dothe Sun, having fhined for the {pace 
of twelve houres, tillit had pafled through one Hemi/phare or 
half ofheaven; that time or morning of light, together with 
the evening or time of darkneffe going before it, and caufed by 
clouds, milts and vapours overefhadowing the Earth, is called 
the fourth day, 

Now this Hiftory of the fourth dayes worke, as I have ex- 
pounded it, affords us fome points of inftruction. 

Firft, in that herbes, graffe,plants, and trees were made per- 
fect in their kinde before any Raine, or Dew, or Sun, Moone, 
and Starres were created; Hence wee may learne, that God ufed 
noinfiruments, nor helpe ofany creatures in the creation of any 
thing; but madeand formed every creature binsfelfe by hts eters 
nall Word asd Spirit, who are with him one and the fame Zeho- 
vah, infinite, almighty and omnipotent. For further proofe 
whereof, there are many teftimonies in the holy Scriptures, as 

Ifa, 40, 21,22. and 66,2. where the Lord appropriateth to 
hinsfelfe, and to his owne hand, the creating and making of heaven 
and earth, and Job, 1.3.and Colof. r,16, where ali things are 
faid to bee created by the eternal Word the’ Son; and alfo by the 
Spirit ,Ufalme 33.6. i 

This Do&trine admonifheth us to give all the glory of the 
wifedome, power, and goodnefle, fhewed in the creation, to 
God alone; and to acknowledge that all things created, even the 
whole World and all things therein,are the Lords; alfoto make ` 
us admire his rich bountie, & to render all thanks to his holyMa- 
jetty for all the profit, benefit, and comforts, which wee receive 
from any Of Gods creatures. 

Secondly , wee may hence learne and obferve, the wifedome 
and wife providence of God,in making every thing in due feafon, 
and nothing before there was need of it for the creatures, which 
Were next in order to bee made; for hee did not create the lights 
of Sun, Moone, and Starres, together with the ftarry heavens, 
Which is the placc of them, untill hee was about to crgate ms 
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This World not the place of mans immutable perfection. 


things which could not well bee, nor move according to their 
Kinde, without fuch lights fhining in the earth and in the wa- 


S. 

Which wife providence of God, isa patterncand dire&tion 
tous to doeallthings in order: inthe firft place, things'necef- 
farie and ufefull for the well-being, and bringing to pafie of 
things which are afterwards to bee done; and nothing which 
may bee and remaine without ufe and profit. As God would 
not make the Sun, Moone, and Starres, together with the firit 
light, the firieheavens, on the firft day, becaufe then there was: 
no ufe nor necellitie of them; but deferred the creation of them. 
untill the fourth day, when there was ufe and neceifity to make 
a cleare day-light; and living creatures endued with lifs, fenfe, | 
and fight were to bee made inthe two next dayes following, 
whole life without fuch cleare day light would have beene but 
like the fhadow ofdeath; So letus bee carefull then to provide: 
things neceflary and ufefull, when wee fee and perceive that wee 
fhall have prefent ufe of them, and not bee like foolifh prodi- 
gall and fantafticall builders, who build ftately houfes like pa- 
laces with large barnes, ftables,and ftals, when neither they nor 
theirs are in any way or poffibility to farnifh them with corre, 
horfes or cattell, or to make ule of theim for fit and neceflary 
habitation, 
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Thirdly, though the glory of God doth more appeare in Doéfr. 3. 


light of day then, indarknefle of night; and it was and 1s in Gods 
power, to make more great lights and divers Sunnes in feverall 
places of the heaven, to fhine in all the World at once, and to 
make a perpetuall day on carth : yet hee madethem fo, that on 
the earth, inthis lower and inferiour World, there fhould bee as 
much night as day,and darkneffe as light;. whereby hee teacheth 
us even from the creation, that this earthly World was not made 
to bee the place of mans immutable perfection and bleffednefle; 
but a place of changes and alterations; wherein, by reafon of 
darkneffe, the Prince of darkneffe may rule, rage and tyrannife 
by himfelfe and his wicked inftruments; and drive us to feeke 


a better reft,and an scotruptible and undefiled inheritance refervedin p 


heaven, in the place of perpetuall light, The whole booke of 
the wile Preacher isan ampie telimony of this truth, anda large 
— commen-- 
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commentary upon this Dodtrine; for it wholy tends to make 


men loath this inferiour World under the Sun, wherein there 
is nothing but changes, and eanisy of vanities, and all i vde 
Hie, j ; 

Wherefore let us not fecke for immutability nor unchangatle 
peace and prof{perity hereon earth, left wee bee found as foolith 
as thote builders who build and fet up goodly koufes ona Andy 
foundation, which may eafily bee beaten downe, and ruined 
with every wind, wave, and tempeft. They who fettle their 
ret on earth, and here {ceke perfect felicity and immutable 
blefledneffe; they trut under the fhadow and thelter ofa gourd, 
which may grow upin one night, and in the next night wi- 
ther away, and perilh, and bring much griefe and forrow to 
them, which will vex them, and drive them like Jesah to im- 
patiency and anger againft God their Creatour. Let us looke 
up to heaven where is light without darknefle , and an ever- 
lafting day without any night ; and bend all our courfe to that 
countric above, and long for everlafting light and glory, which 
the blefled Saints and Angels there enjoy in the prefence of 
God, and at his right hand, where are pleafures for evermore. 


Cuapr. Xe 


Th: fifth dayes worke. Of fies and fowles: All made in perfett 
wifedome: Ves, Two notable properties of fifhes: their fenfitive 
foule, and matter. The matter of birds, Of other flying things. 
Of whales, Of the fruitfulnefe of fifbes. Gods infinite power 
jioyned with infinite wifedome: Wfes, All is made by Chrifi, and 
l kewife beftowed on ns:Vfe. Gods great providence for mankinde: 
Vie. 


A Nd God faid, Let the Waters bring for aboundantly the mo 
ving creature which hath life z eAnd ler the forske flie above 
theearthin the open firmament of heaven. 21. end Gedcrented 
reat whales cz every living creature that moveth,which the waters 
broth forth aboundantly after their kinde, and every winged fowle 
in Apter 
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after his kinds, and God faw that it was good. 22. And God ble/~ 
fed thens , faying, Bee fruitful! and multiply, and fill the waters in 
the Sea, and let fowle maltiplie in the Earth, 23. And the evening 
and the morning were the fifth day. 

In thef: words wee have the Hiftory of the fifth dayes worke, 
which was the creation of all living creatures whi hlive and 
move in the two moit clements, the water and the aire, to wit, 
Hikes and moving creatures which live and move in the waters; 
and all kinds of fowles which fie in the open region of the aire, 
which is here called the opea firmament of acaven. Firlt, wee 
have Gods powerfull Word and commandement given for the 

, bringing of chem into being, in the 20. Verfe. Secondly, wee 
Rave Gods creation-of them and bringing them into being by 
his mighty Word; together with his approbation of them in the 
21. Verfe. Thirdly , Gods Wefimg of them with the bleffing 
of fraitfuluci[e and increafe, Verfe 22. Laitly, the time wherein 
all things were done, to wit, in the {pace and compafk of the 
fifth day, er/é 23. 

Firft, as in all other works God faid, Let thems bce; {a here hee God dock 

ftill proceeds to create every thing by his eternall Word:So much 4!) on good, 
this phrafe fignifieth, as I have before thewed. it alfo intimates advice, 
thus much untous, that Goddid not fuddenly and unadvifedly 
create any of thefe things , but according to his eternall Connell, 
as hee iit h's infinite wiledome had purpofed and determined in 
himéelf from all eternity, For wee finde by experience among 
men,that when any workman doth fay before hand of the worke 
which hee goeth about; This I well make it and T has let it bee, it 
is a cleare evidence that hee doth it with advice, as heehath 
framed itin his mind,and determined it by his wiil; and there- 
fore Mofes here ufed this forme of fpeech, that Ged faid firf, 
Let things bee, ang then bee created tkera;to teach us, that God had 
from all eternity framed them in his decree, and determined 
them in his Counfelland Will to bee fuchas hee made them in 
the creation. 

Whence wee may gather this DoMrine: That God hatherea- Doltr; 
tedall things in wifedome, and never doth any worke rafbly, without 
connfell or confideration; but orders and brings to paffe every thing, 
fom bee hath purpofed , with perfect keowledge and underft aie 
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Gods wifedome manifefled in ali bis works, 


This is that which the Prophet David doth preach and pro- 


chime withadmiration, Pfadme 104, 24. faying, O how mani- 
Feld are thy works ! in wifedame atd haft thou made them all, And 
his wife Son Solomon, Proverb, 3.19, 20. faith, the Lord by wife- 
dome kath found:d the earth, by underfianding hath bee eftablifhed 
the heavens, by bss knowledge the depths are broken wp, and the clouds 
crop downe dew. And Ier. 10. 12. and 51. 15. The Prophet 
altirmes,that God hath made the earth by his power, and hath 
etaclithed the World by his wifedome, and ttretched out the 
heavens by this atfcretion, Yeathe actions of revenge upon ene- 
mics, Which mendoe for the moft part rafhly, and run into 
them head-long without difcretion, God doth in wifedome, 
and underitanding, and according to his wife Counfell ,as holy 
fob teititeth, Jeb 36.12, faying, He divideth the Sea with his 
power, and by his underflanding [miteth through the proud, And, 
ima Word , that God hath made all things wifely and wih 
good underftanding , fo that in every creature his wifedome 


- and counfell appeares, wee may plaincly fee by dayly experience, 
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and by that which Joé faith, chap. 12. 7,8, 9. to wit, that if wee 
aske the beafts, they will teach; and the fowles of the avve,they foall tell 
ue: or if wee [peake to the earth,tt fhall inftruct us; or to the fifbes of 
the Sea,thzy fhall declare unto ns;who knoweth not in all thefe things 
that the hand of the Lord hath wrought this? that is, wee may fee, 
and read Gods wifedome in all his works: for, as it followes, 
Verfe 13. With him is wifedom: and ftrength, he hath counfell and 
nnderftanding: and thefe hee fheweth manifeftly in all his works 
and doings, 

Firft, this Doctrine ferves for direction to all men inall their 
works and doings, how todocall things according to the per- 
fect paterne and true rule of all well-doing, Therule ofall mans 
actions ought to bee the wid of Ged, who created him and gav3 

“him his whole being; and the perfect paterne whomthe Sons 
of God ought to follow in all their works,is, God who formed 
them after bis owne image; fo that the perfection of man confifts 
in his confcrmity to God; andthe more or leffe hee refembles God 
jnall his wayes, the more or lefle perfect heeis, and the nearer 
or farther from perfeGion and true happineffe. Now here this 
Doctrine teacheth , that God hath created all things in PE- 

; ome, 
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dome, and doth all his workes according to his determinate 
counfell, and with perfec underftanding, and nothing rafhly 
without confideration. Wherefore, as wee defire to order our 
wayes aright, and walke in the right and ready pathes which 
lead unto perfection; and as wee have a minde to doeallour 
works fovas that they may bee profitable and comfortable to 
our felves and others : foletus imsirate Ged inall our wayes and 
works,and never doeany thing rafhly without confulting with 
his words; want of this marres all: when men follow their 
owne luftsand head-ftrong will and affections, and confult not 
with Gods Word; then they follow their owne wayes, and for- 
fake the wayes of God; then they doe their owne works, not the 


works of God ; and thofe wayes and works of their owne will, 
procure all evils and mifchiefes unto them, according to that of 


the Prophet, Jer. 4. 18, thy wayes and doings have procured thefè 
things unto,tbee, thesis thy wickedn: fe becanfe it is bitter, becanfe 
it reacheth unto thine heart. Whereas,onthe contrary, they that 
walke after Gods wayes, and take his counfell along with them 
in all their doings,and doe nothing rafhly, but fo as God by his 
Word puts into their heart ; they ihall bee holy and wife in these 
degree, as God is wife and holy; and by holineffe fhall come to 
fee God, and the reward and end of their doings fhall bee glory, 
honour,immortality, and eternall life, Rom, 2.7. 

Secondly, fseing God hath made all things in wifedome, and 
according tohis eternall Counfell; this ferves to ftirre us up 
foto behold and’confider all things created by God, as that wee 
may fee and difcerne his wifedome in their very frame; and. 
if wee doe not fee and difcerne the.image of Gods wif- 
‘dome and goodneffe in them all, anda good ufe of them 
all; let us blame our owne blindneffe and ignorance, and 
not vilific, or dif-efteeme any worke or any creature of 
God : But if wee finde any creature which feemes unprofita- 
ble, or hurtfull altogether, and ferving for no good ufe; 
let us know, thatit is mans fin which hath made the crea- 
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tures fubject to vanity, and hatefull and hurtfull to men; And yet Rom.g,12. 


in the meane time Geds wifedome appzares in ordering and 
difpofing to a good ule, even by the enmity, hurtfalneffe, loath- 
{sine poifonand filthinefle which isin them,to chaftife and 

p cote 
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corre& his owne people , and to put them in remembrance of 
their finfulneffe and corruption, that they may forfake and mor- 
tifieit by repentance, or to punifh the impenitent, and execute 
juit vengance onthe wicked inthe day and timeof his vifita- 
tion. Aad upon thefe confiderations, letusall, fo often as wee 
fez or remember the unprofitablinefle, loathfomnefle and poifon 
whichis in fome creatures, bee {tirred up to repent of our finnes 
which have brought them under this corruption for a fCourgs 
of our difobedience; and let us firmely beleeve, that God in 
wifedome ufcth them to punifh the wicked and to correct his 
people, and hee will make usfcein all his wifedome fhining 
clearly at thelat. i. 
_ But now, from the Word ofGod, I proceed to that which 
lice fet himfelfe to doe by his eternall Word „according to his 
will and purpofe ; this is inthefe words, Let the waters bring 
forth aboundantly every moving creature that hath life, and kct the 
fovele fite above the Earth. Thethings which here God fets him- 
{elfeto create areof two forts: Firft, all creatures which live 
and have their being inthe element of water, all fies and other 
creatares, Which live in the Sea, Rivers, Lakes, and all other wa- 
ters, Secondly, all fowles, birds, and flying things which flic above 
the Earth in the open region of the aire, 

Of fines. The firft fort are all called by this generall name YW whichis j 
“Thar two here tranflated, the moving creature, and in the Hebrew fignifieth 
notable a creature which is moit notable for thefe two properties: 
properties. Firft, that it is a living creature, which moves not by going upon 
I. feetonely, orby flying with wings; but by creeping or jlidine, 
and moving forwards, as wee {ee filhes doe inthe water, and 
creeping things doe in and upon the earth.Secondly,that it breeds 
and brings forth young ix great abouxdance, more then any other. 
creatures doc ; as wee {ce the fifhes, which by the multitudeof 
Spawne would increafe beyond all meafure and number, if by one 
meanes or other the {pawne were not devoured and confumed, 
For the Hebrew verbe 37. of which the word 39%, which 
1s here tranflated the moving creature, is derived; isufed as in my 
text, foin other Scrsptures frequently, firlt to fignifie creeping, 
or moving forward withont feet, as Gen. 7. 21, and Levit. 11.19. 
ənd f{econdly alfo to bring forth abomndantly as here, and pe 
meee e a Shee p = Exod. 


2. 


a TI OE ene 
Fowles were created on the fifth day. 15 

- Exod, 1.7. where the children of Ifrael are faid-totncrea/s a- 

boundantly, 

But leit wee fhould thinke that. this moving creature was 
fuch as did not move it felfe, but was moved by fome outward 
caufe as things without life are, it is here called MYM We), that ts 
akving Sond; and this fhewes thataliafhes and moving crea- 
aures inthe Seaand Waters have æ festive Soul and life in thems 
created by God, which hath no being, neither can fubfitt but 
onely in and with the body, iu which God creates it, This ts 
the defcriptign of all creatures ‘Which live and move in the 
waters, vi: . l 

Now for thermatter: of which they were made; The text 
here feemes. to cwpreffe it to bee the waters; Let the waters bring 
forth: Which words thew, asalfothe words of the next verte, 
That all creatures living and moving in the waters were wade 
of water’, as the learned generally hold, or at lealt of fome wa- 
terifh and flimy fudftance in the Sea and‘ in other waters, for 
the waters brought them forth in aboundance. 

The fecond fort ofcreatures, which Godifet himfelfe to create Of Birdes 
on this fifth day, is the fome which flieth above the earth in the 
open firmament ef heaven, Our Englith trantlation foltowing the 
Septuagints , the Caldic Paraphrafe , and the vulgdr Latine, 
feemes to favour an old errour aid groffe opinion, to wit, 
that fowles were created. and. made of the ‘clement of water: 
For thus they render in our tonguethe words of the text, Ler 
the waters bring forth aboundantly the moving creature , andthe 
fowle which may flie above the Earth; whereas the words in the 
originall. Hebrew. text are, 93V Sly), that is, and Ler the fowle 
flie upon or above the Earth, Wherefore wee mut not con- 
ceive, that God faid, Let the waters bring: forth the fowle, as 
our tranflation runnes: for that is contrary to the expreffe 
words of the text, (bap; 2, 19. where it is faid, that God formed 
out of the ground every beaft and every fowle, and that the earth 
was the matter of which they- were made. 

The Hebrew name VY, which is here tranflated-fowle, figni- 
fethin generall every diving thing, which by helpe of wings flieth 
above the earth in theaire, fo thatnot onely birds,but allo bees, 
walpes, hornets, and all other winged things-may here bec un- 

iM deriloed,. 


t54 God by bis powenfak word efi led whatever he willed. 


derftood. And whereas fowles. which were inade of the earth 
are here faid to flie above the earth in the open firmament of heaven, 
or uponthe face of the firmament; here wee fee plainely that the 
firmament which God made on the fecond day and called it 
beavex, is the {pacious region ofthe aire; in the open face and 
lower part whereof fowles doe fie, and which in the Scriptures 
ss calied Loew, heaven, as wellas the ftarry and the highelt 
heaven are s And wee traly callit the firf heaven, becaule it is 
nearelt to ushere on earth. 2 - > 
The fecond. thing which I obferved in theHiftory of this 
dayes worke,is Gods creating and bringing into being the things 
which hee commanded to bee; this’ 18 in the 21. wer, And 
God created great whales; asd ‘every moving creature, and ever 
winged fowle,In thefe words hee jheweth, that what God fer 
himfelfe to create by his powerfull word, that heeas power- 
tuily effected and brought into being. Firltsevery mov ing crea- 
tre, Which liveth and moveth inthe ‘waters, according to theirt 
feverall kinds, from thègreatwhales, whitch are the great huge 
devouring: dragons of the Sea, asthe’ Hebrew name DWI, here: 
ufed doth fignifie, unto the leaft fhrimp or creeping thing which 
moveth in the Waters. And all thofe God made and created 
ont of the waters, as the text here faith, which the waters brought 
forth in aboundance. And here obferve that the things which 
the, waters brought forth arefaid: to bee created by God: which 
fhewes,’ that ithe water brought them forth, not as one living 
thing is bred and brought forth by another, by (ome, vertue, and 
power, and {eed whichis init; but onely the water was the e/e- 
ment.in which:God ‘created themall inftantly, orat mot the 
matter out of which God:formed-them by his infinite power; 
and fo they all, and every'kiad of them, have their wholebeing - 
from God, Secondly, as’God /aid, that 1s purpofed and willed, 
and fet himfelfe to create fowles fying abovethe earth: fo it is 
here faid alfo that heecreated them, eyen every winged fowle 
cfter bis kinde , that is, every creature which fieth with wings, 
and all the teverall kinds of them. And inthe creating ofall 
thefe, there was no errour-nordefea; bnt every living creature, 
fith and fowle of every fort and kinde, were in every refpect an- 
{werableto theldea & patierke which was in the mindespurpofe, 


ytd com ` 


God gave the blefsmg of fruitfuine fje ta allkis creatures. 155 
décree,’and will of God: as! God purpofed and willed every 
thing to-bee, fo it wasin every.refpect, and fo the Lord /aw, and 
approvedit to tec; as thelat words of the verfe thew, dnd God 
faw that it was good, © ` - r i 

The third thingis Gods effing of the creatures made with 
fruitfalnefe for tacreafe aud multiplication, in the 22. Ver/e. 
Where wee may note two fpeciall things: 

 Firft ;: that as God madeand created all thefe things-by his 
word; fo hee by the fame word gave them thebleffing of fruit- 
fulnefle, that is, hee gave them anaturall power and inclination 
to breed and. bring forth many others, every -one of his owns 
kind , even to the replenifhing ofthe Seaand the waters, and 
tothe multiplication of fowles, in the cagth... And.this blef- 
fing, God gave.them by faying »Befruitfall and multiple; which 
bh ath that.by his eternall Word the Son, hee bleffed 
them, . : 

Secondly, wee may herenote, that the fruitfilneffe of thefe 
creatures, and the.inereafe cf them, was at the firlt in, the crea- 
tion aud ftate! of asnocency, not a painsfull travell and labour, 
norapunifhmiant y but a b/efing, apleafure and delight.to,the 
creatures themfclivcsy and a {peciall token and pledge of Gods 
love and favour to man, for whofe ufe they» were-made, and 
who was the next day tobee created. 6. > 

“Now; Gedshaving thus created and!brought into. being all) 
Kinds oficreaturess which’ live ahd, move inthe waters,jand alk 
fowles and fiying things which Ave asd flie above the Earth in: 

- the aire; and having /efed them ‘with power , ftrength, and 
defire.of procreation, this dayes. worke was finifhed, and. the 
evening and: the morning were the fifth day,.as it followeth in 
the 23. Verfe.. And tnis isithe daft thing in this dayes wozkes, 
even the time in which God made the creatures before named, 
that is, the fifthday. I need not here fhew how. the evening and. 
Morning weredifingurfhed ,. for now the Sua having moved 
round about the heavens, and having now pafled through the. 
Horizon in whichit.was made the fecond timejmade up another 
whole day. And thus I) have ọpened the whole Hiftory of this 
dayes works; from which wee'may obferve divers inftru- 
ions. eu aw he ee ae 

M 3 Firft, 


Cor ae 


t56 G cds power manifejtiedin the Creation of Whales. j 


D ofr. t. Firth, wee may hence learne to know and difcerne the infi- 
Godsine nite power and omnipoteucy of God joyned with infinite wife-- 
‘finite pow dome and knowledge, who in.one day made the great whales 
tig ` ofthe Sea, and together with them all creatures, which fill broad 
Nite wifea and wide Seas, and all fowles and winged creatures, which flicin 
dome,  theaire, in the booke of Job, chap, 41, God himfelfe doth de- 


monttrate his owne power and omnipotency, by the creation 


of the. great Whale the Leviathan of the Sea, which hee there de- ` 


{cribes to bee an huge, ftrong, and dreadfull creature, the very. 
fight of which isasle to caft one downe, Ver/e 9, and none ss fe 
fierce, as that hee dare fiirrehim up, Verfe 10. His breath kindleth 
coales, aad a flame goeth out of bis mouth, Werfe 21. When hee rai- 
feth' ap Lamfelfe the mighty are affraid , Verfe 25. Hee efteemeth 
iron as frraw, add bralfeas rotten wood, Verfe 27. eAnd h: maketh 
thedeep ro boile like a pot. And as for the multitude and variety 
of other living creatures in the waters, and of fowles and 
winged creatures which fie in the aire above the earth, they 
remore then any ‘fraile“man:can learne to know all the dayes 
Wihalesin. ofhis life; and yetis one day God made all thefe by his power- 
dredible full word. Í need notaddeany thing out of hiftories concer- 
greatactle. ning the huge greatnefle of Whales, which have beene feene 
fome of 600. foote long, fome of the length of foure acres of 
ground, fomeJike mountaines, and ‘fome like Ilands, as divers 
Writers report; that which God himfelfe hath faid of the great 
Whale is {ufficient to make us fee in him the mighty power of 
God the creatour. 7 My i 
# Vfenr. > Letus therefore hereby. bee admonifhed #0 feare this Ged, 
to tremble with awefull reverence of his Majeity; to beware 
of. ftriving, or ferting out felves againt him, or any under his 
Madow end protcGion; to bee affraid of committing finnes 
whith may rrovoke hinto wrath againft us: And, if Hee dee 


N 


withus, to aflure our felves and to bee confident that none fhall — 


prevaile deainfe ms, but hee will bring all our enemies to con 
fuGon. rl ha a aie we. = | 

Pye 2, ` Secondly, in that God is fo infinitein:wifedome and know- 

ledge, joyned with omnipatency and ¢an make fo. many kinds 

ofereatures at once, and alkofthem moft perfeé in their kinde: 

Let us know , that, if we bec in want, itis the bekt way to flee 
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Biz/sings from God are to be Jongktfor by Chrifi. TEN 


okim. IEwce bec beft with enemies; anda thoufand dangers, ; 
wee needs not feare, hee can fee and know and prevent tiem » 

all; no multitude of buifinefle can draw hig minccor cyefrom 

us; for as aec feeth all things at once, fo hes can ina moment 

bring ianamerable things to pafle, - -~ —-——— 

Secondly , 25 God made all things by hss esersail Word the Doty, 2; 
Sou; fom, dy, and through the Son hée peftowes al his favours All amade 
and bieflings. For here wee fee, thatas óy hs ord hea made, and be- 
foby his Word hee ble [fed the firk living creatures which: hee owed on 
fadeseand other Scriptures. prove this plainely, for his promile © i 
is, thatrall nations and fuserlies of the earth fiall bce blefed in = 
him, Ger. 1 >. 3. and 18.18.and 22. 18.and 23.14. And the 
Apottle teftineth, Ephe/. 1.3. that God bleffeth us with all [piri~ 
twall bleffings s% heavenly things in Chrif. 

The confideration whereof ferves to ftirre us up to feeke =z" 
all bleflings fromm God the Father by the Son'andinhisnmame, ~~ 
and to afcribe and giveall glory , pratfe and thanks for ali ble 
fings to God in him, and to rcjoyce in his mame, acknowledging | 
that all haope of good which wecthave from God, is from God 
as hee is become our Father in his Son Chrift. A 

Thirdly., in that God created fo many. kinds of Fifhes in the Doér. >. 
Sea, and Fowles in theaire to feive man, and béefedthem with Gods grea 
frnitfulnefe for mans ule, before man was made. Hence wee learne providence 
how carefull aud provident -God is for mankinde, providing for man- 
things needfull before-hand, to welcome him into the World; me 
and ithere to give’ him gracious end bountiful entertain- 
ment.: 3 } . 


Which ought to provoke and ftirre us up, to beeen the o- View 
ther fide, for our part, carefull and diligent taprovide before, 
haad all-things which may tend tothe glory of God, aid may 
furnifh us and ftus to glorifie his holy Majefty; And: alio ti. 
reprovc:anė convince of hatefull ingratitude all people bizio. 
after many provocations by fo many bleflings have noi provi- 
dence nor care to ulc sneanes, which hereafter may promote'the 
Gofpeli for the giory of Chrift, and the advancement -of his 
Kingdome: Alfo ali them who: with the prefent fight of 
evilltimes are fo difcouraged, and deje&edy that, as men with- 
aut hope’ of expectation of good hereafter, chey.mtterly neglect 
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158 i. of the fixth dayes worke. aTi 


to provide for the future glory of God, and of Chrift in his 
Church, advanced among their children and pofterity in fuccees 
ding ages, i 
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Guar. XI 
The fixth dayes worke, Of Cattell, Beafs, and creeping things, 
_ . a Alb made of Godby Chrifkthe Word. Therefore abafe them nata 
(Coriff the Lord of all, All kinds of Living creatures , made of 
God:even the meaneft, and worft: Uses. All ready made for man, . 
before himfelfe was made: Ufe. Mans food in innocency, what: 
Vie. | Vs) | 


Verfe 34. À NdGoä faid y Lez the Earth bring forth the living creature: 
£ -after bis kind, Curtellvand creeping thing, and Beaft of the 
Earth after bis kind, and it was fo. 25. And God made the Beaft of 
the Earth after hiskinde , and Cattell after their kind, and every: 
thing that creepesh spon. the ‘Earth after his kind, and God faw 
~o. that it was. good, 26. And :God fad, Let xs make man ia enr 
yo a> smage, after our likens fle: and let apg rule over the fih of the’ 
Sca, asd the fowle of the aire, and over the (artell and over all the 
Earth, and over every. creeping thing that. creepeth upon tke- 
Earths at, Li” TANAN ! T 
“In the la. part’ of this Chapter in thefe words and thofe 
which follow to the end of the Chapter, wee have the fixth: 
dayes worke of the creation briefely and fummarily laid downe. 
by.way of hittorys . li 
a2. A Eirft, Kofes here fhewes, that by the fame power, and after 
„ Pre, fame manner as God: created all other things in this vifible 
Wi<'d34o hee made and brought into beingthe creatures which 
lwe-and:.move in.and:upon the earth, For hee faid, Let: the 
earth bring forth the liviag creature, and it was fo, And hee faid, 
Lei 0s make many and fo be created man, Verfe 26, 27. Hee made 
alb things by his-eternall Word, and according to the Jdza and 
‘patterne, which'ee: had in his counfell and decree. 
x, > Secondly,’ He fitt names the three forts of the living crea. 
| ee — tures: 


| Of Cattell beafisand creeping things, ofo 

tures which God framéd: out of the carth befides: mankinde; 
tO wit, 1. Cattell! theris kine, fheep, goates, and other crea- 
tures which are commonly bred , and kept tame for mans {pe- 
ciall ufe. 2. erseping things {uch as Serpents, and Wormes of the 
earth. 3. Beafts-of the Earth, ail forts.of wild beats, which 
five wildin the woods and deferts, as Lyons, wolves, foxes, 
and the like. All chefe God made by his mighty Word, every 
fort, and kinde according tohis purpofe and the counfell of his 
will: fothat,when hee looked upon them being made, hee fav 
ithemto beeas hee would. havethem , and approved the crea- 
tion of them for 'géod. Afterwards hee relates the creation 
of mankind ia Adamand Evah, how they were created after 
the image of God himfelfe and in. bis Lkemeffe male and female, 
and what prerogatives God gave. to.them,. together with the 
Bening of fruitfulneffe and increafe, Verfe 26,27,28, 

“Thirdly, heefhewes what God gaveto man for food in the ~> 
ftate of innocency 5 even every herbe bearing feed, and every tree ~> 
bearing. fruit, Verfe 2g..and what hee gave for meat to the 
beafts and fowles and all other earthly creatures, even the greene 
herbe orgraff of the Earth, Vere 30, 7 is he -l 
ctakoutthly, hee {heweth, that all creatures being thus.iramed, | 
and the whole World and every part thereof being thus brought ° 
into being, and ordered by God, they all in generall, and every 
particular did appeare 'petfect and goodin Gods-eyes,and were 
‘approved of him for good, and fo the evening and the morning 
were the fixth day. me e ae) iets 

I will frt begin with the living creatures; which God creas Of liyigz 
ted out of the earth before he made.man;: and then. will Ipro- creature, 
ceed ta the creationof mankind in our firft parents, and to. the 
image of God in;which they were created. o-o 00) sos 
vIn the creation of all-living ‘creatures; which live and: move 
inand uponthe earth, wee may obferve divers things for our 
inftru&ion. 

Firft, that God continued to create all things, from the &rft Dole x: 
ito the laft; by his eternall.and omnipotent Word ; all Beafts, piyin 
Cattell crecping things , andall other creatures in the World, of God. by 
as Well as)man, and to all creatures have God for their maker Chit. 
mad were aliframed by the fame hand and power, this truth 
: — e on 


wewe 


Oe ate ae 


260 


a 


is moft plainely here in this Hiftory laid downeand affirmed 


All creatures made by the hand and power. of God. 


by Adsfes ; For, as inall the former dayes works, fo herealfo in 
the works ofthe ia&day, in making ali living creatures on 
earth, heufeth the fame phrafe,.Ged faid; Let thens bes, and it was 
fa: Ane in the.creation of man, he faid , Let ss wake sean ir ovr 
imave;that is, by his eternal! Word, and according to the pat- 
zerm in his owne minde and inthecounfell ofhis will, fo hee 


wmaa¢.them : So that without. further. teftimony of Scripture 
whic Dodtrmecis plaineand mdnifeft;-but yet the Spirit doth 


-give ful anddrequeht tellimonies to. this truth bythe mouth 
coEDav d tha Prophets;& the Apdftles & Evangelifts, P/alme 


e.t. 
Abule not 
the rrea.» 
tures, 


24. 1, 2,and 33. 6.and 104. 24,and 148. 5. Ja. 40.26, and 
45.7,8, 18sand Joh, 1, 3.and.Colof. 1. 16, and Hebr, 1. 2, 


‘An which places-all things: which can bee. named in the uni- 


verfall World, are affirmed: ta bec the handy worke of God, 
created by hig Word andSpirie, the heavens with all the hoft of 
stem, tnéearth and the fulneffe thereof, the Sea and all creatures 
therein, shings visible aad things ineifible, how manifold fo ever they 


bee. mites tote 


Which DoGrine ferves, Srk, to'admonifh us to retpe and 
efeeme. all creatures which have being ,.as\..the workmanfhip 
of God , made and framéd by the fame hand which formed us; 
and to takeheed, and beware that wee doe-not in any cafe abule 


seme vole 4 
ted ad Wii b a E 


‘any ofGods creatures to fin and vanity; tofeed our owne vaine 
‘appetite,.to fatistic our finfull:defires and pleafures,and:to ferye 


our corrupt flefhly lufts. If any creature ofGodbee at enmity 


swith'us,/ and hurtful and pernicious to.us, itis for our owne 


fins, becanf{2 fo wee have broken.the peace, and are at enmity 


with God by our finfull rebellion; therefore the creatures made 


for our ufe,are become:our enemies,and they by-our tranfgreffion 
ate made fubjéa& to vanity and corruption, under which the 

vroane together with ns.. And therefore though. it is lawfull 
for man in his owne defence, and for his owne fatety to de- 
froy Serpents, ‘urtfull beafts-and noyfome creatures; yet to doe 
it withicruelty , and-with pleafure, delight, and rejoycingin 
their deftru@ion,:and without fenfe of our owne fins and re> 


morfe for them , isa kind of fcorne and contempt ofthe work- 


manfhip of God oùr Creatour, and.of the worke of his hapd 
eS eee 
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Supply for ali want to be fought for of Godin (brift. © 161 | 
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which made ut, San injary which refle@s on his Majty: And 
wee hereby give juft occafion to God, and as it were invite, 
‘and provoke him to judge us by our owne mouth, and to pro- 
eced -againtt us according to the example of our owne doings, 
and to mete out tous by the fame meafure as wee have donc to 
his creatures,the living works of his hands, 

Secondly , fe¢ing all creatures were created by God and 37, , 
framed by his eternall Word t4e Sos, who in fulneffe of time Pie a 
was made‘Aeth for us, that hesin our Heth might rede:meand Le fom 
reconcile us to God ; this makes tt eleare and manifeit, that the all. 
Lord Chrif (not onely as hee is the eternal! Son of God by cter- 
nall generation , and fo heire of all things in heaven and earth; 
but alfoas hee is the powerfull Word, by which all things were 
made, and without whom no kind of thing in heaven or earth- 
was made ) is the Lordof all things, and the proper rignt iad 
interet of them all is in him; aad the Father gives us the 
frec afe of mo creature but by the Son;: neither can wee have any 
true right to any thing but in and by the Son, nor enjoy any 
thing as.ableffing but by the Spirit fent.from the Father by the 
Son to divellinus, andto worke in us true union and ipirituall 
“communign with Chrift , and grace to ule the creatures with 
comfort after an holy manner, Wherefore, if wee want any 
thing or doe defire the uf of any creature, wee mutt feeke it 
‘fom God the Father in -hisSon Iefus Chritt, and. that. by the >. 
‘Inward motion of his Spirit, inwardly moving aŭd guiding 
our hearts, and allour defires, and affections, and prayers: wee 
muft follow and: obey that. heavenly and* wholefome counfell. 
of Chrilt, Zoo. ry. 16. and 16.23. Evean aske the Fathe whata. 

_ fever we have need of in his Sous name, and we fhall receive it; aod 
we muft Rill remember, that in and through Chrift oncly we Lave 
-acceffe unto God the Father by one Spirit, Eph:f. 2. 18. But as 
© fr them who fitin darknefle and in the fhadow of death, and 
‘know not Chrift, nor ever heard of him; and them alfo who 
having heard of Chrift doe hate and reject him and refufe to 
beleeve in him, yea blafpheme his holy name, and perfecate Chri- 
ftian religion, as Turkes and Iewes doe, and other rebellious 
infidels; and them who with Aris and other Hereticks deny 
Chrift to bee the Son of God by eternal generation, one Lchovah - 
o Gu «= = = with 
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with the Father, and the eternall Word by whom all things 
Were made, they can never receive from God as a favour or 
blefling any thing created nor the ufe of any creatures they may 
enter by a wrong doore into pofleffion of many worldly things, 
as Lands, Riches, Cattell, and other of Gods good creatures in 
aboundance; but howfoever they have got pofieffion other- 
wife then by feeking them of God in Chrift, and by acknow- 
ledging of their right to them inhim, they are ufurperg and 
have mo true right unto them before God; and at laft in the 
great day of account, they fhall anfwer for their ufurpation, 
and {hall receive the reward of theeves, robbers, and ufurpers 
of Gods creatures without any pretence or claiine of right laid 
to them in Iefus Chrift. i 
Tioéiv, 2e Secondly , wee may here obferve, this generall nameof every 
Ali kinds diving creature after his kind, and the {ubordinate names of 
yA age Cattell, creeping things, arid Beafts of the earth, which God is 
ete oe here faid to make after their kinde , doe comprehend under them 
Gog every fpeciall kinde of creature which liveth in and upon this 
' carth, from the great Behemoth the Elephant, unto the leat 
worme or creeping thing whatfocver is or can beefeene and 
knowne of the Sons of men. From whence this Doérine 
arifeth, that every kind of living creatures which liveth or mo- 
veth on earth, was created by God on the fixth day of the crea- 
tion, and is workmanfhip of God, formed in wifedome by 
his mighty hand and power. As this Doétrine is moft clearly 
laid downe in the text, and proved by the proofes of the former 
Eventhe Doctrine: fo by other Scriptures. Iob intimates this much chap. 
meaneft of 17.14. Wherehee catls corruption hs Father, andthe worme his 
them, Mother anrd Sifter; for hereby hee acknowledgeth , that the 
wormes and other. creatures’, which are now, engendered of 
corruption; were in the beginningGods creatures as well as man: 
and man by finning is fubject to be turned into the fame corrup-, 
tion of which they are engendered, and fo they are his Sifters; 
and as hee is made of that corrupt fich of his Fathers, which 
after their death is turned to corruption, of which wornics 
are bred , fo corruption is called his Father, and wormes his 
Mother and Sifters. David allo Pfalme 148. 10, by his fpeech 
directed to the Dragons on earth, and to all Beafts , Cattell and 
~ — — creeping 


Serpents burtfulneffe caus'd by wwans fin, 


beeping things and toall fethered fowles, and by his calling upon 
them to pras’ the Lord as their Creatour, for his creating of them, 
and giving them their being, doth fhew plaincly, that God made 
allkinds of them, and gavetothem a good being at the firft, 
for which they are bound to praife him in their kind. 

Bat here fome perhaps will movea doubt; whether hurt- 
full, venemous, and pernicious creatures, fuch as fell Dragons, 
erucll afpes, vipers and other poifonfull Serpents were made 
at the firk by God ; and whether mixed creatures of mungrell 
kinds as Mules , which are engendcred of Affes, and Mares; 
Leopards, which are of the Libbard and Lionefle;the Linx, which 
is of a Wolfe and a Hind; bee Gods workmanfhip. There 
feemes to bee good reafon of this doubt, becaufe creatures whicls 
are venzmous and hurtfullas Dragons, Vipers, and fuch like, are 


for the punifhment of mans fin, and therefore could have no» 


. 


being in the {tate of innocency before mans fall. 

Tothis doubt I anfwer: Firft, that as fin, corruption, and 
malice were not created in man by God at the frit, but entered 
mm by mans fall, and were breathed into our firft parents by the 
Divell, when he by the Serpent feduced them:fo likewife poifon, 
venime, and hurtfulnefle were not made in the creauires ; bur 
did enter inby mans fall; And then they which were made for 
mans ufe and: pleafure at the firft, became corrupt by his cor- 
ruption, and pernicious and hurtfull to him for a jaft punifh- 
mient of his fin. What creature can bee more venemeus, or 
more at enmity with mankind then the Serpent? And yet the 
text fheweth plainely, that the Serpent was inade by God be- 
fore mans fall, and being a more fubtle beait then any other which 
Ged had made, was uled by the Divell as an infrnment to 
tempt the Woman to cate of the forbidden fruit, Gen. 3. And 
there upon God hath pat enmity betweene him and the Wo- 


man, betweene his feed and her feed, Verfe 15 .So then itis- 


cleare, that the creatures which are now moft hur: full and vene- 
mous , and curfes , plagues, and cruell intruments , to punifh 
mien, were created harmeleffe and ferviceable to man at the 
firft; and by the Divell, and mans fin are become hurtful and 
hatefull enemies. Secondly , for creatures which ate ziwe of 
two kindas jas Mules and Lecpatds, and all fach like,they are no 
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Monfters are natures errour not Gods handi Werke. ~ 


one kind of living ‘creatures. made by Godar'the firt; forGod 


made every creature after his kind, and noae mixt of two kindes, 
asthe plaine Words of the text thew: The firit generation of 
fuch mungrell creatures came from corruption of nature, and 
isa part of that confufion which entered into the World by 
the Divell and fin; and hence {pring menfters, and {trange de- 
formed! fhapes, which are not of Gods framing in the creation; 
for God made every creature after bis ene kind, and very 
goodand comely; but thefe are two kinds mixed, ugiy, loath- 
{ome; and deformed, . Pel A cn i 
Ifany Oojedt, that all things have their fubftance and being 
from God, far heis Jehovah, the author and giver of all being; 
and therefore thefe creatures becaufe they have a being, mutt 
needs bee his handy-worke. To this I anfwere, that rhe fab- 
ftance of which mungrels and moniters are made, and the natu- 
rali power by which one kind of creature begets them of ane- 
ther, are of God, and fo farre they may bec faid to have their 
being of God; but the mixing of two feeds and fubftances of 
divers kindes inone, and the confufion, and deformity of mixt 
bodies and flhapes from thence proceeding, thatis of the Divell, 
and of the corruption, ill difpofition, and perverfe appetiteand 
affection .of the creatures which mix themfelves together for. 
the generating of them. And therefore in no cafe ought any ; 
man, fo much asin his thought, to charge God with the crea- 
tion of monfters and mungrell creatures, which are errours of 
nature, corrupted by the malice of the Divell and mans fin, The 
írt munerels. of this kind mentioned in Scripture are faid to 
bee Adules, invented by Anah, one of thecarfed brood of Canaan, 
who caufed he-Affes to couple with Mares while he kept his 
Fathers Affesin the Wilderneffe, Gen. 36.24. And that fuch 
mixing of creatures: of divers kinds isa perverting of the order, 
and breaking of the law ofnature; and moft hatefull and abo- 
minablein the eyes of God, appeares by his owne Word and, 
commandement in the law; where hee forbids his people to 
plow with an Ox, & an Affe togerber;& all mingling of feeds, Deut, 
22.10,& by the curfes denounced in the law againlt #nwatarall 
lufts, Dent.27.21. and by the dreadfull curfes and wrath of God, 
which are-recorded to have fall¢n npon fach doings cane 
. oe i cene 
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Beene revealed from heaven, for {uch ungodlineffe and filthineffe, 
Rom, 1. 18.24 ` . ' 

Now, this Doétrine thus proved, and all doubts removed, pfe r3 
ferves, firit to teach usto puta difference betweene the crea- Dittiaguift: 
tures made by God, and the perverfe difpofition of them brought of te 
in by the Divell and fin; betweene Gods handy worke, which t55 agi 
is alwayes in it felfe good, and the worke of the Divell, which ache 
is but a poifon breathed into agood creature, and theconfufion ` 
and putting of Gods good worke and creature opt of frame, 
Dragons, Serpents, and all venemous and hurtfull beats, as they 
are living things, which have life and breathand fubftance in 
thiem,are Gods worke, and fo farre are good; but as they arècor- 
rupted, dif-ordered, and confounded by the, Divell, and the true 
naturall temper of them changed, fo they are hurtfull and full 
ofvenmity againft man, and this is not Gods handy-worke;- 
onely-hee by his wifcdome and goodnelfs permits,over-rules, 
and turns this evillto fome good at lat. And here wee may 
behold’as in a glaffe our owneface and frame, and may difcerne 
what wee have of the gift of God, and what hee workes in us; 
and what wee haveofour felves, and from the malice of the 
Divell. Our whole fubftance, Soule and body with all powers, 
and faculties of Soule, as reafon,anderftanding, will,memory and 
the like; and all outward bodily fenfes and abilities, as life, 
ftrength, and motion, are Gods'worke ; wee have all thefe of 
his gift , and all power to exercife them: but as for that finfull 
corruption, diftemper and perverfeneffeof our nature,by which 
our underftanding is darkened, and cannot fec clearly that which 
is good; our will averfe from good, and prone to evill; our ap- 
petite changed from defiring that whichis according to Gods " 
will, and bent tothe contrary ; our affections forward to eme 
brace evill and’ wicked things, and to hate good things and 
godly a@ions; all this is of the Divell intruding himfelfc inte 
Gods worke, and fighting againft God with his owne wea- 
pons; And the frowardnefie, perverfeneife and ill difpofition 
of man, by which hee makes himfelfe worthy of Gods juft 
hatred, is from his witting and willing yeelding of his Soule 
and Body to bee weapons of wickedneffe, to ferve Satan and 
his owne finfilllufts. Wherefore though God is our Crea- 
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Godno tour, yet.let not us make God the author of our fin'and malice. — 
author Of por Jay any fault or blame on him; Let us not thinke, that = 
fine canfesvee are his creatures, therefore hee hath reafon to beare 
with us,and to {pare us,and not to punifh our offences;for in that 
wee who received our being from him are falicn from our in» 
regrity in which hee made us, and are turned to fight againtt 
him with his owne weapons, and- to abufe the power and abi. 
tities which hee -hath given and continueth unto us, even to 
provoke him, and to derve Satan his great enemy; furely wee 
have no cafe, nor any juft coloar to prefume of Gods mercy 
and indulgence upon this ground that weeare Gods creatures; 
for that isa juft caufe that God fhould more hate us and punih 
us, as rebels rifen upagain{t him out of his owne family , and 
tithing his handy-worke in defiance againft him, and feeking 
to {mite him with his owne fword. 

Vie 2,” Secondly, this Doétrine ferves to admonifhus of our finnes 
Faic and evill detervings, and of our fhamefull apoftacy, and rebel- 
zeawres lion again{t God, and falling away after the Divell, Gods enemy, 
evil! eethy fo often as wee fee the venome, poifon, and evill difpofition 
wachm and enmity of any beafts or creeping things, or Ofany other 

creature which God hath made. For‘ God (as this Doétrine 
fheweth ) madeall thofe creatures every one after his kinde, 
and whatfoever hee made was good ; the evill therefcre is not 
of him, but of mans fin; mans yeelding and giving way-to the 
Divels témptations brought.\in all this »evill/and  confufion, 
And therefore if wee hate, fhunne, feare and abhorre devouring 
Lions, Wolves, and Tygers, fell Dragons, and cruell Afpes, 
and Vipers; Let us much more ‘hate, feare, {hunneand abhorre 
fin, which was and is the caufe of all; and if wee could mortific 
Gur fins , and: bee fully fanctified and renucd, all poifon and'en- 
mity fhould ceafe to bee in the creatures ;they thould bee at peace 
with us, and fhould bee reltored to the liberty of the Sons of God, 
Tfa.11.6.and 65.25. Rom. 8. 

Dotir, 3." Thirdly, wee here obferve in this Hiftory, that God; before 
Gods great hee wonld create man and bring “him into being, did provide 
ountyin foe hima Kingdome wherein man might raigne and rule, and 
erg) . multitude of {ubje€ts whieh are the honour ofa King , and all 
san be. Other things’ which might ferye for his ule and profit, or for 
orchand, wt bai -hi 
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his delight and’ pleafure: Hee created the herbes and trees to 
iyeeld him meet jas appeares Verfe 28, which were made the 
“third day, Fere re. Hee createdall kinds of ffkes and wasving 
‘creatures inthe Sea and the Waters, and ali the fow/:s which fie 
above the earth in the open firmament of heaven; and all /.ving 
things of all forts, Cartell, creeping things, and all Leafts of all 
kinds, every one good, fit and ready to ferve and obey man 
as their Lord: Whence wee may icarne, that God from the 
beginning hath beene wonderfull bountifull to mankind, and 
moft provident, providing all things which the whole World 
could afford for the profit, pleafure, honour and preferment of 
man. THis is that which David did plainely fee, confider and 
tall to: minde with admiration, and open proclaiming of Gods 
glorious goodnefieand bounty, Pfalme 8.4, faying, Lord whar 
ts man, that thoa art fo minafull of him! and 31. 19, How great ts 
thy goodheffe which thon haf laid up in fore? and Pfalme 107, 
$. exc. Where hee cries out foure feverall times, O that men 
—wonld prafe the Lord for bis goodne ffe, and declare the wonders that 
bee doth for men, 

This ferves to ftirreupall men to acknowledge Gods bounty P2, 
with all chankefulneffe, to bee carefull toferve God, and provi- 
dent to provide all meanes which enable us to promote his 
glory; to bee rich in works of piety, and aboundant in works of 
charity; and to bee aihamed of our #nthankfuineffe and rebellion 
again{t this God , by diftrufting his goodnefle, and beleeving 
Satans Lyes ; and of our #iggardlineffe towards God in refuting 
to ferve and honour him, and to relieve and comfort his Sainte 
with our wealth and riches. No evidence can bee greater to 
convince man of monftrous ingratitude, then this rich bounty 
of God to man, and this providence for man fhewed inthe 
creation. All creatures made for his ufeare witneffes of Gods 
bounty and oftnans unthankfulneffe. 
~The fourth thing is, That, in the ftate of innocency,neither Deir. 4, 
man did feed upon the fieh or body of any living creature, Maus faod 
nor one liying creature upon another ; but mans food which ia inno~ | 
God allotted to him inthe creation, was onely herbes yeelding cen? 
fecd,and fruits of trees, Verfe 29. And graffe was the food of ail whats 
other living creatures, bealts, birds; and: creeping things, 77,2 
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30. Though ever fince the confufion of the World and corrup- 
tion of creatures by mans fall, many beats are become ravenous, 
and devour other living creatures, and feed upon their fleth: as 
Lyons, Bears ,and fuch like : Yet in the creation and ftate of 
innocency, they did like“oxen feed on greene graffe, and on fuch 
like fodder; asthe words of the Prophet dos intimate, Z/a. 
65. 25. 

I This difcovers. the true ftats of innocency, wherein all crea- 
tures lived together in love and concord among themfelves; 
and in obedience to man; no bird did raven, nor beaft devonre, 
none did offer violence tothe body, life or blood ofanother; 
there was no fare nor hatred, no hurting nor abhorring one 
ofanother, no lamentable clamour or crie to bee heard, by rea- 
fon of one perfecuting, tearing, and. oppreffing another :_ Tha 
Wolfe andthe Lamb, the Leopardand the Kid, the Cow and 
the Beare, the Lion and the Calfeand Farling, did all lyedowne 
and feed together, there was no hurt nor deftruction upon all 
the earth, And bleffed thall the times bee, when God fhall re- 
ftore the creatures againe from this bondage and corruption to 
the glorious liberty of the Sons of God,as hec hath fore-told by the 
holy Prophet d/aiah, (hap. 11.6. 


Cuarp. Cf. 


Of the creation of msdn fpecsally, Of the confulration heldin making 
him, Three reafens for it. Man the chiefeft of creatures. O F 
the name, Adam: Vfedtwo wayes. Woman capable of grace and 
glory , afwell as mean: Vfes, Man was made by God alone: 3, 
Vjes, His body rsade in wonderfull wifedome: becaufe of daf: 

Vie. Man at beft adiftse fubfiance: which teacheth humility and 

shank falne ffe. Opinions of the creation of mans foule, No fuper- 

naturall gifts init 3Vifes, i 


Itherto , I have infifted on the ereation of other Living. 
creatures, which God made on this fixth day, Now I - 
proceed to the creation of mankind, which was the lat worke 
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cf the creation which God wrought , and by which hee made 
the whole frame of the World perfect and complete, and every 
way fully furnifhed, This lait worke is defcribed by ALbfess 
Erit generally, briefely and {ummarily, in the 26. Ver/é, and 
from thence to the end of this firlt Chapter: And fecondly, 
the creation of the Womanis more particularly related, Chap. 
2, ftom the 18. Verfe to the end of that Chapter, | = 

Verfe 26. AndGodfaid, Let us make man in our owne image, Creation 
and after onr likenclJe, Cee. 27. So God created maninhts owne “l aon 
image» rls 28, And God bleffed them and faid, Be fruitful and oa ee 
snultiplie, and replenifh the earth, ec. m z 

In this Hiftory of the creation of maskinde, wee may obferve' 
thefe {peciali things, which are moft notable and worthy to beg 
opened, 7 

Fick, Gods confudtation about the creation of mankind in’ q) 
the 26.) erfes;.And God faid, Let us snake man in osr image. “ | 

Secondly, Gods creating of mankind according tohisowne' 2e 
eternall Counfell; which is laid downe fammarily and more gg- 
nerally ,thatGod made them, 1 in bis owne image, 2 maicand-female, 

Verfe 27. 

- This creation of mankind is more plainely and particularly 
laid downe in the next Chapter; where Mofes relates, Firft, how 
God made the man of the duft of the ground, and breathed into his 
nofthrils the breath of life, and Adan became a living foule Verfè 7. 

Secondly , how God made the female, the Woman , to bee an 
helpe mect for man , and that ofa Rib taken our of the mans fide in 
adcep fleep,Verfe 21.22. ec. Thirdly that they wsreboth sakea, 
and were not afoamed, Verfe 35. Thele things are to bée noted 
in the creation of mankind. 

The third thing is the b/effieg, wherewith God bleffed them T 
joyntly together,the Man and the Woman; and it comprehends 
inittwo things: Firft, the blefing of fruitfulnefle, that they 
fhould. multiply and replenifh the earth with mankind. Se- 
condly , the honour, dominion and prerogative which God 
gave to them to /xbdue the earth, and to have domiaion over all 
other living creatures; this is exprefled,Chap. 1.28, 

The fonrthis tne meat andbodily food which God affigned 4 
to man inthe creation, Verfe 29.but with limitation & reftraint 
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from the fruit of one tree, Chap, 2.16,17. As for other crea- 
tures, which live on the earth, hee afligned the greene herbe or 
graffeto them for food, Verfe 30. 


A The fifth thing, is the place ofmans habitation, the garden of 
Eden,the earthly paradife, which is defcribed, Chap. 2. 8,9, che. 
Č. The laft thing is Gods viewing of all things, which hee had 


made, after the creation of the Man andthe Woman, and his 
placing of them in paradife, which was the accomplifhment 
of the creation and the laft worke; and his approbation of every 
creature for very good and perfect in his kind; this is expreffed inv 
the 31. Ver/e. 
OF the The firit thing is Gods confidtation concerning the crea- 
confuleae tlonof mankind, wherein wee are to confider thefe particulars; 
rioninma- 1,779 it is that faith, Let us make, 2. With whomheedoth thus 
Sing 20 confult and conferre. 3. What’ is the thing confwlted about, even 
the making of man in their own? image , and after their likeneffe, 
to bee Lord over all other creatures, the fifhes of the Sea, the 
fowles of theaire, and ali living things on earth. 

In the creation ofall other things God faid onely, Let them 
bee, and fo they were made: but in the creation of mankind hee 
calls acouncell as being now about a greater worke, and faith, 
Let us make Man; whichisa f{peciall point not lightly to bee 

E con, Paffed over without due confideration, Firft, hee who thus 
aval enters into confultation is faid to bee Elohim, that is, God the 
‘ Creatour , who is more perfons then one or two, even three 
Perfonsin one effence (as the Hebrew word, being plurall doth 
imply). And hee who here faith, Let us make man , andin the 
next verfe isfaid to create mania hes owne image, hecis the fame 
God which created the heavens, and the earth, Vere 1, and the 
light, and the firmament, and all other things mentioned before 

in this Chapter. 
With They with whom hee conferres, are not the Angels as fome 
whom, have vainely imagined ; nor the foure elements which God 
here calls together, that hee may frame Mans body of them being 
compounded and tempered together, as others have dreamed. 
For the text fhewes plainely divers ftrong reafons to the con- 
trary: Firft,itis faid that God created man not by the miniftery 
of Angels or theelements, but by hrs owue felfe, as it followcs 
in 
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in the next Verfe, and Chap. 3.7. Secondly , God created man 
in his cwxe image, not inthe image cf Angels orelements; and 
therefore it is moft ridiculous to imagine that God fpake to 
them, or of making man in their image. Thirdly, it is (hewed 
that man was made to rule over the earth,and the fowles of the aire, 
and the fifhes of the Sea,and therefore it is ablurd to thinkethar the 
earth, or any elements were fellows-makers off man together 
with God, And laftly, it is both foolifh and impious to thinke, 
thatGod who made heaven,earth,&the heavenly hoft,theAngels, 
af nothing, thould call upon others to helpe him, and to fhare 
with him in the honour of mans creation, feeing heedoth fo 
often in Scripture challenge this honour of creating all things 
to himfelfe, and profefleth that hee will sot give this glory to ana- 
ther; Here therefore God the Creatour is brought in by Mofes, 
as it were confulting within himfelfe, even the eternall Father 
withthe eternall Word the Son ( who is called the brightne[fe 
of his glory, and the exprefe image of his Perfon, by whom hee made 
the World,ot whickiman is a part, Hebr. 1.2. and with the eternall 
Spirit. And herehee brings in God confulting about mans crea- 
tion to bee Lord over other creatures, for 3 . fpeciall reafons and 
to teach us three things, which are reafons of confultations 
among men,when they are about a worke. 

Thefirtt is to fhew, not that God needed any advice or helpe, It wis for 
but that the worke which hee was about wasa fpeciall worke, 3+ '¢3fons. 
even the making of man, the chiefef?t of all vifiblecreatures,one E 
that fhould bee Lordover all the ref, being made in Gods owne 
image, indued with reafon , underftanding,wifedomie, and liberty 
of will. 

The fecond ,to fhew that man was to bes madeacreaturein 3, 
whom God fhould have occafion given to fhew himflfea ` 
mighty and wife Creatour and Governour, a juft Iudge aid re- 
wenger of wickedneffe and fin, which doe provoke him to 
wrath and revenge;a mercifull Redeemer and Saviour of finners 
feduced ; and an holy fanétifier of them by his Spirit. If wee 
confider man as a creature which might fall, and have Gods 
image defaced in him, and by his many provoking fins might 
give God caule to repent that hee had made him, as is faid ,Gen. 6. 


then there appeares fome reafon, why God fhould as it were 
-i ) Ke” | con- 
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confult whether hee fhould make him, or no. Alfo, ifwee cone. 
fider that man being fallen, and brovght under the bondage and 
flavery of death and the Divell, and under cternalfcondemna- 
tion, could not poflibly bee redeemed but by the Son of God un- 
dertaking to become man, and to fiffer and fatisfie in mans na- 
ture; and that man cannot bee made partaker of Chrifts benefits 
for redemption, without the holy Ghoft, the eternall {piritof God 
infufed into man,and defcending to dwell in man as in an-earthly 
eabernacle: There will appeare to us great caufe of confultation, 
that God the Father fhould consult with the Son, and the Spi- 
sit; and this confulting abont mans creation doth intimate all 
thefe things : But inthat this confultationis witha refolution 
(all things confidered) to make man with a joynt confent; this 
fhewes that God ferefaw how mans fall and corruption, and 
all the evils which by it were to come into the World (how- 
foever, to ourunderftanding and in our reafon, they may feeme 
Juft impediments to hinder God from creating mankind) yet 
might by his wifedome bee turned to the greater advancement 
ofhis glory, and might give him oceafion to fhew all his good- 
nefle, wifedome, power, perfec purity and holineffe in hating 
tin; his infinite juftice in the deftru€tion and damnation of 
wicked reprobates, and in exacting a full fatisfa@tion fer the fins 
ofthem that are faved; his infinite mercy, love, and free grace 
in giving his Son toredeeme and fave his elect from fin,death; 
and hell; and his unfpeakeable bounty in giving his Spirit to 
fanctifie them, to unite them to Chrift, and to conforme them 
to his image, and fo to bring them to the full fruition of himfelfe 
in glory. God in confulting within himfelfe, and thereupon 
refolving to create mankind, and faying, Let us make man, 
and thea immediatly creating him (as the text fheweth) did in 
the creation of man fhew before-hand, that in mankind hee 
would manifeft and make knowne allthis goodneffe, mors then 
in all other creatures. 

The third reafon of Gods confultation, is, to manifeft more 
plainely in mans creation then in any other creature, the myftery 
of the bleffcd Trinity , that in the one infinite eternall God the 
Creatour there are more, even three Perfons of one andthe 
fame undivided: natute and fubltance, For fuch congas 
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and refolutions, as are expreffed in this forme of words, Lese 
res make man in our image, and after ovr lskeneffe , doc neceflarily 

imply that there are more Perfons then one confenting, and con- 

curring in the worke, And that thefe three Perfons are all but 

ont and the fame God, it is manifelt by the words following, 

which fpeake of thefe Perfons as of one God; for itis faid, that 

God created man in his owne image, and not they created man in 

sleir image. 

Thus much for the intent and meaning of the Spirit of God, 
in thefe words, Let as make man in onr image, and aftr our lik: 
sefe. From which words thus expounded, wee learne, 

Firft, that the creation of mankind was a {peciall worke of DoGr, 1. 
God, and that manis by nature the chiefeft and moftexcellent Man the 
of all creatures, which God made in all the vifible World; chicfeft of 
which point the holy Pfalmift openly proclaimed; faying, Z ans ‘TeatHre 
fearefully and wonderfully made, marvellous are they works, Pfalme 
139.14. i 

air, Gods confultation (heweth, that in the creation poér, z; 
hee confidercd mans fall, and did forefee not onely that man a 
in his natare and kind is a creature fubject to fuch evilsas might 
make it a matter-queftionable, whether it were fit for God to 
create him ornot: but alfo the great good which comes by his 
creation and fall, andthat-man is a fitobje@, wherein God may 
make manifeft his wifedome, power, and all his goodnefle 
more then in any other creature, and in that refpe& moft wor- 
thy to bee. made by the counfell, joynt confent, and concurrence 
of all the three Perfonsinthe Trinity. 

Thirdly, here we may obferve, that in one God the almighty Der, 3; 
Creatour, there are more Perfons then one manifelted by Mofès 
in the Hiftory of the creation, And therefore the Do@rine 
of the Trinity is no new and lately devifed opinion fince 
Chrift , but a molt ancient truth revealed from the firt founda- 
tion of the World. 

Thefe Doctrines I here onely name , which will come tobe 
handled more fitly ia the next thing which followes, to wit, 

Gods creating of mankind according to this his counfell and 
refolution : which ac& of creation is laid downe firt more ge- 
nerally and confafedly in the 27. Verfe. And more diftin@ly 
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and particularly by way of recapitulation in the next Chap- 
ter. 

Firft, it is here faid, that as God upon confultaticn re/olved, 
fo hee created man in his owne image, and male and female crea- 
ted hee them: wherein wee may obferve two things generally 
laid downe; Firft, that God created man in his owne image. 
Secondly, that kee created them male and female, 

I will not here enter intoa difcourfe concerning the image 
ef God, and the fpeciall things wherein it doth confift; that fhall 
have.a mere fit place hereafter, when I fhall come to de- 
oe the excellent {tate of man in his innocency before his 

The thing which ‘here comes {pecially to bee confidered is 

Ofthe the true meaning of the Hebrew word Adam, whichis tranfla- 
name A- ted sanin this prefent text. This word is in the Scriptures 
dam, ulee ufed. two wayes: Firft, as a proper name of the firt man, even 
swo waych our firf Father Adam; thus wee muft underftand the ward 
Chap. 24. where it is faid, that Ged didcaf? eAdam into a deep 
ficepe, and Ferfe 22, brought the Woman'to Adam when hee 
had made her of his Rib; and ebap.-4, 1. and many other 
places, where Adam ts diftinguifhed from Zvab his wife; andjis. 

called the man, . ee i 
2.. Secondly, it is ufed as a common nam: of mankinde, and in- 
cludes in it both æale and female, Man and Woman, as Pfalise 
144.4, Afan is diketo uanity , and Gen: 5, 2. Where itisid, 

that God called the Alan and Woman, and allmankind in them 

both male and female by this name Adam, 

Here in this text, this word Adam is ufed in this latter fenfe 
as the common name of mankinde, comprehending in it both 
male and female; as appeares by the words following, Male and 
female created hee them ; that is, this Adams whom God created 
in his owne image was male and female; of both fexes, Manand 
Woman, whoareboth but oxe kind of creature. Whereby it ts 
manifeft , that here is laid downe in generall the creation of 
all mankind inour firk Parents Adams and his wife Evah; and 
that they both were created inthe image of God; and that the 
difference of their exes, and the creation of the Woman after 
the Man, of ø Kib taken out of mans fide, doe not make any 
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diference of their nature, andkind; but both areofong kind, and 


both made in the image of God and after his likehefle: And 
Women as well as Men arecapable ofthe fame grace, and fit 
to bee heires of the fame glory in Heaven, where there is ne 
diferenco of male and forsale, but all fhall bee /ike to the Angels, 
not marrying nor given in marriage: as all members of the fame 
Chrift, and partakers of the fame fpirituall grace here; fo all 
fellow-citizens of jthe heavenly Citic there, raigning with 
Chrift in glory, as our Saviour himf{elfe afirmeth in the Gofpell. 
Hence then wee learne , That the Woman as well as the Man 
was madein the image of God, and is by nature as fit a fubje@, 
and as capable as man of grace and glory. Which point is cone 
firmed by divers Scriptures; as by the words of our Saviour, 
Matth 22.30, where hee faith, that Women and Men in the Re- 
furrection are as the Angels of God in the laf Refurreltion, not 
marrying nor given in marriage; And 2 (or.6,18. J will bee 
a Father unto you, and the foall yee my Sons and Daughters faith 
the Lord almighty; and Gal. 3.28. Male and female are all one 
sn Chrift;and 1 Tim, 2,15. the Apoftle attirmes,that Woman may 
bee, and fhall be faved by continuing in faith, charitie, and holi- 
nefie with fobriety; and 1 Pet. 3.7. mention is made of holy 
Womex,andWives are faid to be beires sogether with thar Husbands 
of the grace of life. To which teftimomes the examples of many 
holy, godly and faithfull Women, mentioned inthe Scriptures, 
may beadded; as our firt Mother Evah, who, through faith in 
the promife, obtained the title of she Mother of life, Gen. 3, and 
the virgin Marie the Mother of the blefled fezd is called bleffed 
sn all nations: Sarah, Rebecca, Hannah, Deborah, Ruth, Dorcas, 
Marie Magdaiene,and many others. 
But, 1 Cor..11.7. Manis called the imageand glory of God, 
the Weman the glory of the Man, 
a The Apoftie. doth not here {peake of the image of God as 
it confiuls in perfe uprightneffe and indowments of nature; or 
in holineffe and {upernaturall gifts cf grace; for fo the image of 
God is one and the fame in both, and common to the Woman 
with the Man, and they both have equall dominion and Lord- 
fhip over the creatures given in the creation: But here hee 
{ocakes of Man as hee was firk created before the Woman, nae 
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the Woman as fhee was made tobee a sweet helpe for Man , and 
as it werc his fecond felfe bere on earth, and of a Rib; which isa 
part of mans fubftance, andinall things like man ofthe fame na- 
sure andkinde; and in thefe refpe&s man hath æ priority, anda 
kinde of power and authority over the Woman in outward things, 
which concerne Ecclefafticall and Crvill order; and mans glory 
even the image of his axsbority appeares in the Womans ub- 
eftion tohim ever fince the fall, upon which God made her 
defire fubjeét te man; and tooke from her power over man, and 
the exercife of publike offices in the Church and common 
wealth: And this /wéjeftson doth not exclude her from fair, 
sharity, and holineffe with fobriety , or any other part of Gods 


. smage needfull to falvation, as the Apoltle teftifeth, r Tim. 2, 
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t5. In a word, common fenfeand reafon teach us, that, ifthe 
Woman be made in the image of the Man, and the Manis made 
is Gods image, then Women mult needs beare Gods image and 
bkeaefe: But the truth is, God being fill the fame, both in the 
creation of the Man and of the Woman , and creating both by 
the fame wifedomeand power; hee needed not to take Adams 
for his paterne whereby to make the Woman, but made her in 
his owne image as hee did man, and fon all things like to man, 
the different fexe onely excepted. 

This ferves to admonifh and ftirréup women to bee carefill, 
diligent and induftrious fo to beare themfelves as they that are 
made after Gods image, & fo to order their lives & converfation 
as they who expec the glory ofheaven, and muft, by pafiing 
through the ftate of grace here, and: by conforming themfelves 
to Chrift both in his death by mortification, and. in his life by 
fan@tification, come to the fulneffe of glory in Heaven, and bee 
made conformable and like to Chrift in his glorious body, and 
coheiresof God withhim. == 2, >a 

Secondly, it ferves toreprove the wicked and profane men 
of the World, whofe wickedneffe is tranfcendent , and their 
profaneneffe moft horrible and impious, in’ that bafe efteeme 
which they have ofthe female fexe, and the vile account which 
they make of woman-kind , who thinke and {peake of women 
that they have xo foules, nor any part in Gods image, and are 
utterly uncapable either of grace in this World, or glory ia the 
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World to come. Like and equallunto which, in thoir profane 
impicty,are common {trumpets and whorifh women, the fhame 
and ftaine of woman-kipd, who proftitute themfelves to all 
lthinefie , and fo live.as if they were made onely to ferve 
the lufts of unreafonable men of bruitifh lukt. 

I proceed to the more {peciall things, which are more di- 
ftinetly laid downe concerning the creation of mankind; where 
Iwill firk iwfilk upon the creation of the male and female,and 
the matter of which they were made, and ofthe manner and 
order in which God formed them: Which that wee may di- 
ftinctly underftand , wee muft looke forward to the 7. Verfé 
ofthe 2. Chapter, where the creation of mankind is more par- 
ticularly rehearfed in thefe words, and the Lord God formed 
mean of the duft of the ground, and breathed into his nofthrils the 


breath of life and man became a living foule, In the Hebrew text, 


the manis here called Adar , not as by his proper same, but as it 
is the commen name of all mankind; for, fo much the article 
which is prefixed before it doth thew ; and therefore as the 
Greeke, fo. allo our Englifh Tranflators, doe tranflate this word 
not Adam, but Man; God formed man of the duft ; For in the firit 
creation, the man comprehended in him all mankind, even the 
Woman who then was a Ribin his fide, and afterward was 
taken out and formed into a Woman. 

The matter of which God formed Adamis faid to bee the 
duft of the ground; and here he ufeth another word not ufed be- 
fore in the creation of other things, that is, the word formed; 
for hze doth not fay, that God made or created, but formed max; 
and true itis, that whole man was not made of dult, but onely 

- the (xb ftance of his bodie; and therefore itis faid that God for wd 

man (to wit, in refpect of his body, ) of the dup of the gronnd, 
that is, hee framed and fafhioned it of duft, as a potter formes 
. apot of clay, and broughtit into that forme and {hape which 
all perfect bodies of mankind doe beare untill this day: And this 
is the firt beginning of the being both of the Man and alfo of 
the Woman, who was created here a Ridatthe firkin Mans 
fide, and afterwards taken out, and made into a Woman. 

Firltsin that Zebovab Elohim, the Lord God, is here faid to 

forme man, that is, to frame his body of duft, and to bring it ingo 
the 
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Doéir, the forme and fhape which it beares in all mankind : Hereby 
Man was weeare taught, that God did neither confult with Angels about 
x = 1” mans creation, nor aflume them, or any other creatures into the 
“8"8* feilowthip ofthis worke; but God himfelfe alone who is Jebo- 
váh, one God in eflence and fubftance, and yet Elohim, that is 
mere Perfons,even three Perfons,in that one undivided efferce, 
did forme the very body of man, and brought itinto that forme 
and temper, that it might beea fit iubject of the foule, which is 
a Ípirituall fubftance. And this all other Scriptures confirme, 
which attribute the creation of mankind to Ged alone; as Dewt. 
4.32.and J/z,45. 12. with many other places, where the.crea- 
tion of man upon earth is afcribed unto God onely, aud where 
holy and faithfull men, {peaking as they were moved by the 
holy Ghoft, confefiethemfelves the worke of Gods hands, as Iob 
10. 3.and God their maker and former, Iob 36.3. and Malac. 
2,10, and God the potter and themfelues his formed worke, Ifa. 
64. 8. , 

This Do&tine well weighed is of excellent ufe: Firft to 

Re i. 
make us a/fcribe all our excellency and all our well being to God, 
that wee may give him the glory of them, and that wee may 
bearc our felves before God as before our creatour, and may ever 
remember, that whatfoever fervice wee are able to performe 
either with our foules or bodies, it is wholy dueto God, and 
sone cther but onely in him and by commandement and war- 
rant from his holy and infallible Word, Seeing God alone hath 
created us and given us all our being, even the forme and {hape 
of our bodies, wee muft not thinke it enough to keepe our felves 
to God, and to ferve him s# /pirit onely, but wee muft ferve and 
worfhip him with our bodies alfo , and with all parts and mem- 
bers of our bodies, Although God many times makes men 
én fruments and measesto convey health slife, bes ng,and well being 
tous; as naturall Parents, to bring us into being and life, and to 
nourifh and bring us up; and as Kings, and Rulers, and wife Ma- 
giltrates to bee Saviors of our bodily lives from death and 
other dangers, and to procure fafety , peace and well being to 
us; and inthis refpest and for thefe caufes wee doe owelove, 
honour, and ferviceto them in, and under God: yetin no cafe 
may wee in thifigs which tend not to the honeur, but — 
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ofGod, end arecontrary to his Word and Will, and offenfive 
to his Majefty, obey, ferveand honour them, In fuch cafes, let 
us fayasthe Apoftles did tothe high Priefts and Rulers of the 
Jewes , 1e ought to obey God rather then mens and whether it be 
right and lawfull to obey yon more then God judge yee, A. 4.19, 
and 5. 29. All Potentates, Kings and Rulers, becaufe they are 
men and have no power but from God, muft not looke that any 
fhould ferve and obey them rather then Ged, or in things which 
they command contrary to Gods commandcménts; Yea they 
mult remember that they are Gods creaturesand handi-worke, 
and ought to employ alltheir power and authority to the ho- 
nour of God. If otherwife they abufe the talents, which God 
hath lentthem; let them know, that God will one day call them 
toa reckonmg, and give them the reward of evill , unfaithfull,. 
and unprofitable fervants , even cternall deftruction and tor- 
ment inHell, where fhall be howling,and wayling,and gnathing, 
of teeth. 

Secondly, this ferves to fhew, that whofoever offers wrong Vf 2; 
and injury to any of mankind-by cutting, mangling, or any way Danger of 
defacing their image, and deforming their bodies; by af them thas 
AiGing or fome way corrupting their foules; or by taking away WT0"S 
their lives and naturall being , without {peciall warrant and ~ 
commandement from God; they are notoricufly injurious to 
God himfelfe ; they fcorne, defpife, mif-ufe and deface Gods 
Workmanfhip; they provoke God to wrath and jealoufie, and 
Kee furely will bee avenged on fuch doings. And here wee 
have matter, as of dread and terrour to all crucll Tyrants and 
unmercifnll men; fo ofhope and comfort to all who fuffer in-- 
jury and wrong at their hands: As the firt fort have juft caufe 
to feare and tremble fo often as they thinke on God theavenger 
of fuch wroug ; fo the other have caufe to hope that God will 
not wholy forfake them, being the worke of his owne 
hands, nor leave them to the will and luft ofthe wieked, his. 
enemies; but will in his good time fave them, and fend them de- 
liverance. 

Thirdly, this difeovers the abomination and flthineffe of all #723! 
Idolaters, who being the werkmanthip of God, the Lord and The tinof 
wif creator of all things, doc moft bafely bow downe to ima- idolarers. 
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ges,and altars sand debafe themfelves to worfhip humane in- 
ventions,and the worke of mens hands, which are dumbe I- 
dols of wood, and ftone, and Jying vanities, Icis jutt with 
God to cait out and expofe all fuch people to ignominy, fhame, 
and confufion in this world,and,in the world to come, into 
that place of darkneffe, where the Divell and all fuch as forfake 
God, ard rebell againft the light which from the creation fhines 
to them, fhall be punifhed with everlafting deftruction from 
the face snd prefeace of God, and from the glory of his 
power. s 

Secondly, in that God is here faid to forme man of the duft 
of the ground, not of clay well tempered and wrought, but of duff, 
which of it felfe is moft unfit to be compacted and made into 
a ftedfalt thape ;and which is counted fo bafe, and fo light, 
that every blaft of wind drives it away; and in Scripture the ba- 
feft things are refembled toit s Hence wee may learne two 
things: 

Fit, that God in thecreation,even of mans body, fhewed 
his infinite power and wifedome in bringing dult of the earth, 
which is the bafet thing of all, into the forme and fhape of 
mans body, which is the moft excellent of all vifible bodies, 
and a fit hovfe and temple not onely of a reafonable living 
foule, but alfo of Gods holy {pirit ; ( as other Scriptures plain- 
Jy aftirme.)This point appeares fo plainly in the Text, that I 
need not {pend time in further confirmation ofit; the word 
WW, formed, here firk uled , implies an excellent forme , and 
the spright face of man: Here therefore I will adde,for illuttra- 
tion fake, the words of David, whichare very pertinent to this 
purpofe, P/a/. 139.14,15,16, where,{peaking of Gods forming 
and fafhioning him in the wombe of theliving fubftance, even 
the feed, blood,and flefh of his parents, faith he,/ will pray/e thee, 
for Iam fearefuily and wonderfully made. Marvelous are thy workes, 
and that my foule kgoweth right well: Ady fubfiance was not hid from 
thee when I was made in fecret, and curionfly wrought in the loweft 
parts of the earth : Thine eyes did fee my Subhance, yet being im- 
perfet andis thy booke were all my members written, which incon- 
tinnance were falhioned, when asyet there was none of them, Here 
we fee with what feare, admiration and aftonithment David 
' ; ur ee y confiders 


(ETO 
Gods workmanfhip in Mans creation admirable. 281 
O hh a O e A 


coufiders mans frame,and the curious workmanfhip of his body, 
when God forms it in themothers womb by lively inftruments, 
and ofa lively matter and fub{tance > How much more may we 
conclude, that Gods creating of Adams body, which was the 
moft curious naturall body that ever was made, is moft ad- 
mirable,and deferves mere reverence, feare, and aftonifhment at 
our hands, being made without inftruments out of the bafeft 
matter and fubftance even duft of the earth ! Surely in this God 
fnewed wifedomeand power beyondall admiration. 

The Viéeof this dotrine is to ftirreus up, fo often as we Ve v 
thinke of our creationin Adam, to laud and praife Geds wife- i 
dome and power, to feareand reverence God,and to- admire 
his curious workmanfhip, And although the matter of which 
God framed mans body was the bafeft of all, even duft of the 
ground; yet lct us not thinke ever a whit more meanly ofour 
creation ; but fo much more admire Gods workmanfhip in our 
bodies. For, to make a curious workein gold, filver, or'of fome 
beautifull, precious,and plyable mettall, is not rare, nor fo cx- 
cellent : but to frame of the bafeft mattcr,the duff of the ground ; 
the chiefelt worke, and. even the Mafter-piece of all works 
in the vifible world, that is, the body of Adam in the {tate of iti- 
nocency ;thisis worthy. ofall admiration, and isa jut motive 
and provocation to ftirre us up to praife,and to extoll with 
admiration the wifedomeand power of God ; efpecially, if wee 
confider the moft excellent forme of mans body and upright 
{tature, together with the head, comely face, hands, and other 
members every way fitted and compofed to bee inftruments 
of a reafonable foule,and to. rule and keepe in order and fub- 
jection all living creatures. 

Secondly, inthat the dyf of the ground, the bafelt part of the Doar, 3, 
earth, isthe matter out of which mans body,the beautifull Pa- Man a 
laceand Templeof his Soul,was formed in the excellent ftate befta du- 
ofinnocency ; Hence wee learne, that manis by nature, and in fly fub- ` 
his beft naturall being given to him inthe creation , but a dufy-, ance. 
earthy (ubftance in refpet of kis body; and,in respect ofhis Soul, 
an — of an houfe of clay, the foundation whereofis in 
tne dut. 

But fome perhaps, will objet again the colleGion of Obje# `s 
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Man in his bef naturail being but a dufty ubflance. 


ehis Doctrine, from the bafe and fraile matter of which mans 
body was formed; and will thus argue, That the ftate and con- 
dition of creatures is not to bee elteemed by the matter of which 
they were made, but by the forme and being which God gave 


to them; as for example, the Angels, together with the higheft 


heaven, were created immediatly of nothing, as well asthe rude 
unformed maffe which 1s called earth, and yet they are moft 
glorious fpirits , andthe rude maffe is not td bee compared to 
them; Yea man was created according to his inferiour part the 
body, ofduft, which is a created fubftance better then nothing, 
of which the Angels were made; and yet theAngels in nature tac 
excell man: Therefore mans creation of duf doth not prove 
him to bee fo fraile a creature, feeing God gave him {uch an 
excellent forme. | 

To this I anfwer, that to bee created immediatly of nothing 
is init felfe a more excellent worke, and fhewes greater power, 
then to bee made of amare suferiour matter: For when things 
arc faid to bee created ofwething, the meaning is not, that thev 
are made of nothing as ofvamatter ; but that they are made of » 
wo matter at all, buthave their whole being from God, and his in- 


finite power, and fo may bee, if God will, moft excellent: But 
when man is faid to be formed of duft, the meaning is, that dult 


is a part of his fabftance even the matter of which hee confifts, 
and that his body according to the matter is a dufty, earthy ° 
fubftance; and his Soul, though a {pirituall fubftance created of 
nothing, yet,dwelling in ehat body,is an iahabitant of an earthly 


‘Tabernacle and houfle of clay founded in the duft. Secondly, 
though the frame of mans b ody is init felfe moft excellent, and 


furpaffeth all bodily formes, and his Soul isa {pirituall fubftance 
endowed withreafon ; yet all thefe were of mutable excellency 
in thebeft naturall eftate ofinnocency, and could not continue 
in that excellency but by dependance upon God,and cleaving 
fat tohim ; and by his hand and power fuftaining them con- 
tinually, which by promife hee was not bound to doe in that 
eftate. And therefore wee may truly gather from the matter 
of which God formed mans body , that heé was in his beft na- 
turall being, in refpect of his body, but a dufty fubftance, fuch 
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difobedience ; yea undonbtedly as God in framing man his 

chic&{t vifible creature of duft ,„ intended to fhew his wife- 

dome and power, and to glorifie his goodnefle: fo alfo hee 

teacheth man thereby his ownenaturall frailty and mutability, 
“how unable hee is of himfelfeto abide in honour and excellency, 

And this hee fhewes mott plainely, Ges. 3. 19. wherchee faith 

to man, alluding to his creation, Daft thos art, and to duft thou 

fhalt returne: \WWec have alfoan excellent argument to this pur- 

pofe, fob 14. 18,19. and 15,15. where the Lord is faid to 

charge his Axgels with folly , and to lay no treft inhss fervants, 

and the keavens are not cleare in hts fight; how mach lefe can hee 

find fteadfaftne fe in men, who dwellin houfes of clay which have their 
foundation in the duft ? that is, feeing the heavenly {pirits are: 

not immutably pure in Gods fight, but fome of the Angels 

hath God charged with folly,to wit, fuch as did fall,and to the 

ret hee hath added fupernaturalllight ofhis Spirit, and fo hath 

made them Saints 1mmutably holy, much lefe is man immutably 

pure and {teddfaft by nature, whofe better part the Soul is by 

creation mede to dwell in an houfe of clay,a body made of duft. 

To this purpofe ferve thofe Scriptures of the Prophets and 
Apoftles ; which compare man in his firft creation to clay ix the 

hand of the potter, Ier. 1 8.9.8 Rom.9, 21.& which afirme that the 

firft Adam was of the Earth earthy; 1 Cor, 15, 47. thatis,in his 

firlt creation hee was ofan earthy and dufty fub{tance.. View 

Firlt, this ferves by difcovering unto man his frailty and mu- For bumi- 

tability ia -his beft naturall. being, to bwmble every man in his “Y T 
owne eyes, and to make him lowly, and to withdraw his heart s ae 
from pride and all high conceipts-of any worth inhimfelfe, ` 
and to teach us all to afcribe all the wnchangable purity which 

wee finde in our {elves , and all our fteadfaftnefic to the free grace 

of God ix Chrift, and not to.any. power of our owne free will, 

or tothe excellency of owr naturall frame and being. If man 

in his firft creation and beft naturall being was but of earth and 

duft, ancarthy and dufty creature;and, before that death entered 

intothe World , while hee had yet power of free will to obey 

God, and to depend onhim, was mutable and might fall into » 

fin, and difobedience , and by fin might bring and did bring’ 

death upon himfelé and all his pofterity: how much more now 

i W? 
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in the {tateof nature corrupted is every Son of man, a very maffe 

of correptiog and frailty, yea vanity and abominable filthinesic, 

who drisketh iniquity like water as itis written, Iob 15. 16. 
Wherefore, Let xo man glory in any naturall power or preroga- 

tive,-ner hops to ftand by his owne {trength, much leffe to merit 

or purchafe by any works of nature or power of free will, the 

leait grace {upernaturall, which tends to bring him to heavenly 
happinelfe and glory unchangeable: For man, as heeis flep and 

blood , that is, an earthly creature, cannot pofiibly come to 

P'fe 2e snberite the Kingdome of God, 1 Cor. 15.50. 

Agua — Secondly, this difcovers the.madnefle and defperate blind- 
Pelagians geffe of Pelagians and Papifts, who teach, that a man by the right 
aa ** ufeofhis naturall power and free-will may procure fpirituall 
‘as grace from Gad, and eventhe Spirit of regeneration,and faith 
working by love, by which hee may merit and purchafe to him- 

felfe cternall life , and heavenly glory and felicity, as a juft and 
condigne reward of his works. If Angels cannot bee made 

freadfafé and trufty without fupernaturall light afded to them; 

much leffe can earthy man, who by fin is become filthy and abo- 

minable, worke out his owne falvation by meriting and pure 

chafing the heavenly reward. Oh lct us all hateand abhorre 

all fuch conceipts , which wholly tend‘ to thesfruitrating and 
evacuating of Chrifts merits and {atisfaétion, and to make them 

{ceme vaine and needlefle. Be sot deceived , God is not mockeds 

they who fow {uch tares , and feed like {wine on the huskes of 

their owne works, and on things which nature teacketh, they 

are enemies:to the grace of God, which is given onely in 

lefiis Chrift and togetherwith him by communion of his Spirit. 

The creas After the creation of mans Body of duft, immediatly fol- 
tion of Jowes the creation of his Soules which is to bee underftood 
MIRE in thefe words: And breathed isto hu nofthrils tae breath of 
foc. Zif, and man was a living Soule; For no fooner was mans body 
brought into frarac,but God breathed into him the breath of life;that 

is, caufed him to breathe with the breath of life, even thofe vi- 

tall fpirits which are the band of union by which the Soule is 

united to the body; and in the frft inftant wherein he created 

the vitall {pirits he alfo created the {piritual fubftance of hisSoule 

in bis body immediatly of nothing by hisomnipotent hand. 
i i è ; Some 
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Some are opinion, that mans Soule was firft created a Spirit, Opinions. 
fubfifting by it felfe before his body was formed ; and when I. 
the body was formed a fit fubject for it, then initantly God 
infuled it into the body, and by it did give life and breath to the 
body. ' 
eA. thinke, that the body was formed, and the Soule 2; 
in the fame inftant created together with it, as Dawsafcene lib. i 
2, de fide, cap. 12. eAquinas, and others: And Cyrill thinks, that 
Gods breathing into mans face the breath of life, was the infu- 
fion of the holy Ghoft into man; and that man inthe creation 
had the holy Spirit given to dwell. in him, and was fancti- 
fied and endowed with fupernaturall grace and holinefie, 
` Some thinke , that Gods breathing into mans nofthrils was 
his infpiring into mana reafonableSoule, as a part of himfelfes 
fo Rabby Adofes Maymonides, 

“But by breathing into mans face , I doe not underftandany = 4! 

materiall breathing or blat, but that God, in can/ing breath of 
Bfe to breathe through mans nofthrils , did withall create rhe 
Soule inthe body, and by meanes of this reafonable Soule crea- 
ted in the body, and united to the body by vitall {pirits and 
‘ breath, man became a living Soule, that is, a living reafonable 
creature, living onely a perfe@ naturall,not an holy fpirituall life. 
The Apoftle expounds thefe words in this Senfe, 1 Cor, 15. 
and doth make thisa maine difference betweene the firft man 
‘Adam, and Chrift the fecond Adam, that the firk Adam was 
oncly anaturall Man endowed with a natural] living Soule; 
but to bea quickwsug Spirit, that is, to bee fanified by the holy 
Ghoft, and endowed with {pirituall life, is proper to Chri(t 
in his creation, for in him the Spirit dwelt from his firft.con- 
ception. : 

Hence weelearne , That the image of God in which mans p,sy/407 
was created, was onely naturall and did confit in naturall No (upec- 
gifts, which naturally flow from his reafonable Soule, and not naturall 
in any fupernaturall gifts of the holy Gholt ; as true. holineffe, giftsin the 
and the like: The words of Saint Paul laft before named doe !ule o£ 
fully prove this. I will here onely adde one ftrong Reafon 
and invincible argument to preve it filly. 

-And thatis drawne from the na) of man in the crea- Reafay, 
= ton, P 
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tion, and from his fall, by which Gods image was'deficed in 


him., For itis moft certaine, that hee who hath in him that 
imageof God which confilts ix true holinefe, and in [pirituall and 
fupernaturall gifts, hee isnot mutable nor fubjectto fallaway, 
becaufe he: hath the holy Ghoft dwelling inhim, who is greater 
shen he that. dwels in the World, 1 Ioh, 4. that is, then the Divell 
who worketh powerfully in -the children of difobedience, 
For all true holinefle, and all {pirituall graces are the proper 
worke of the holy Ghoft dwelling in man, as all the Scriptures 
teftifie. But Adam in innocency and honour lodged not therein 
one night, Pfalme.49. 12. The Divellat the firk onfet gave him 
the foile in his-greateit {trength ofnature and beft eftate; which 
Divell with all his temptations and all the powers of dark- 
nefe and {pirituall wickedneffes, the little ones of Chrifts flocke 
doe overcome by the power ofthe holy Ghoft and his graces, 
which they havein their fraile earthen veflels, Therefore the 
image of God in which man was created , was naturall once 


ly. 
; This difcovers Gods goodneffe, free grace, and bounty bes 


My eftate yond all meafure, and all conceipt and comprehenfion of hù- 
perter by mane reafon, in thatit thewes how God, by mans fall, malice 
regenera- and corruption which madehim a flaveof ‘Hell and Death, 

sion,then did take occafion tobee more kind and bountifull to man, and | 


by crea-, 
BON, 


to {hew more love and goodneffé to him, by repairing the 
ruines of his fall, and renuing him after a better image then that 
which hee gave him in the creation, and making him better 
after his fin and. fall, then hee was‘before in the {tate of inno. 
cency, when hee had of himfelfe' no inclination to any fin or 
evill, and bringing him to grace fpirituall in Chrift, and to an 
image which cannot bee defaced and toa ftate firme and un- 
changable: when wee rightly confider thefe things, wee have 
no caufe to murmur at Gods voluntary fuftering of man to fall 
from his eftate, which was perfect and pure naturall ; but ra- 
ther to rejoyce in God, and to blefle his name, and to magnifie 
his goodnefle, for turning his fall to our higher rifing and exala 
tation, and lifting usup by'Chrift from hell and mifery, to hea- 
venly glory which never fadeth, and to a ftate {pirituall and 
Reales bw es ee 
Ca. 


The Saints regenerate cannot fall away finaly, 
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Secondly , this Dodtrine overthrowes the foundation and Vie 2 
falfe ground , upon which Papifts,and Pelagians doc build,and No Apo- 
fecke to eftablifh their falfe and erroneous opinion concerning fase of 

the apoftafie of the Saints regenerate, and their falling from 54s. 


fupernaturall grace and lofing the Spirit of regeneration; which 
errour they feeke to eftablifh by this argument, Becaufe Adans 
in innocency had the holy Ghoft fhed on him, and was endued 
with fpirituall and fupernaturall gifts of holineffe, from which 
hee did fall by finand tranfgreflian, But here wee fee there is 
no fuch matter ; Adanss image was onely natural uprightneffes 
not /pirituall , fapernaturall , and true bolineffe, Hee was but a 
perfeg naturali Man, anda living Soule; Chrift, the fecond 
Adam, onely is called the quickving Spirit, becaule through him 
onely God {heds the holy Ghoft on men; and hence itis, that 
though dam did fall away from his eftate , which was onely 
natnrall, yet the Saints regenerate and. called to the ftate of 
grace imChrift, can never, fall away totaly nor finally into apo- 
ftacy , becanfe they have zhe feed of God , even the holy Ghoft 
dwelling and abiding in them. b 
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Of the womans creation in particular. How without ber all was nat 
Lood. Woman not made tobea fervant. Of giving names to the crea- 
tures, No creatare but woman amect companion for man, Ves. 
Of the rib whereof woman was made. Of Adams deepe fleepe:Five 
Points thence collecied, Of Gods bringing Eve to Adam; and 
two Points thence. Of Adams accepting Eve: for his wife, and 
calling her bone, Ge. with divers points thence Of their naked- 
nefe : demonstrating the perfection of the creation, 


En,2,18,19,20,21.And the Lordfaid , It že not good that the 

Ki msan foould be alone,I will make an helpe meet for him, Andeve- 

ry! beaft, and every fowle. God brought to edams, to fee what hee 

wosid call ohem,eec. And, Adam gave names to them all: but for 

Adarathero mas not found an Miaa hina, And the e 
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188 God fore/aw it was not good for Man to be alone, 
God caufeda deepe fiep to fall upon Adam and he flept;and he tooke 


one of his ribs and made it a Woman, and brosght ber’ te the. 

Man, re, ` 
Thefe words, and the reft which follow in this Chapter, con- 
taine a particular defcription of the creation of the Woman, 
which before was touched generally and fummarily, (hap, 1. 
27. in thefe words, Male and female created hee them. In this 
Hiftory of the Womans creation, wee may obferve three fpe- 
ciall things: Firft, the preparation to it, or the antecedents im- 
mediatly going before it. Secondly; the creation it felfe. 

Thirdly ,the confequents which followed upon it. 
In the preparation , wee may obferve three diftin® things: 
Firft, Gods counfell and refolution for mans well being,Verfe 18: 
Secondly, Gods fetting of the Man a works to view the crea- 
tures, and to exercife his reafon and naturall wifedome inna- 
ming them,Ver/e 19. Thirdly,the inequality which eddam found 
in the creatures and the #nfinefe of them for his coaverfation, 
Perle 20, ao ` ‘ : 
 Fir8, Mofes brings inthe Lord Ged confulting with him- 
felfe, and according to his eternall Counfell concluding that it 
was not good for Manto bee alone , and refolving that hee will 
makean helpe meet forhim: For thefe words, And Ged/aid, 
arc not to be under{tood of anyfound of words uttered by God; 
but of Gods eternall Coun/el/, purpofe , and fore-knowledge 
now beginning to manifeft it {elfe by outward a@ion and exes 
cution, as a mans mind is manifefted by his {peech. - The things, 
which God foreknew in his counfell , and purpofed, are two: 
Firft,that it was not good for msan to bee alone. Secondly, that hee 
All good, would make an belpe meet for him. Hence it may feeme ftrange 
and sata which God faith,that any thing which he had made fhould net be 
5007 good: Fer did not hee make man alone and fingle at the firft? 
notto bee 80 ] gee at the nrit: 
alone:how. And did not hee make every thing good, efpecially man created 
inhis owne image? Was not the image of God, in which hee 
created man, fully and perfectly good? 

To this doubt I aniwer, that the Man was created good and 
perfect after the likenefle of God, and there was no defect im 
his being'and fnbf ances But yet, as all other creatures,though they 
were inade good, and there was no cvillin thems yet they were 
not 


Mans Exaltation intended in his ovation. 18 9 


not fa good as man; {0 man,though as hee was created in the image 
of God,was good, yeain goodneffe farrcexcelled other earthly 
creatures; yet hee was not fo good, but that hee might tee made , 
more good, and created inan image of God more excellent then 
that wherein hee was firft made, even in the holy image of the 
heavenly Adam Chrift , which farre excels and ts immutable: 
Yea, wee finde by experience that many things which are good 
in themfelves, aramot good for all purpo/es; fire is good in it telfe, 
and for many ufes; but not to bee eaten;and fo many other crea- 
tures are good, as the flefh of beafts for mans meat, but not with- 
out bread and falt, nor raw: So man was created good and fit 
to rule all other living creatures, even confidered alone in him- 
felfe; but it was not good for the bringing of all Gods purpofes 
to paife that man fhotfd bee alone; it was farre better thata 
Woman fhould bee created meet for him, for the procreation 
ofmankind, for the increafe of Gods Church, and for the in- 
carnation Qf Chrilt, and the bringing forth of him the lefed 
feed of the Woman, in whom God reveales all his goodnefie and 
good pleafure. Here then wee may learne two points of in- 
ftruction. -* , | 

Firft, that’as God from all eternity in his eternall councell Dear, <r 
immutably put ofed, fo in the firft creation of man hee fhewed, 19 Chritta 
that hee’ intended all things which hee hath brought to paffe in hins in 
and by the’ incarnation of Chrift, andin the gathering together tsi i 
of his ele€t*Church by Chrift , and that hee had in his purpofe then the 
the exa/tation.of man to an higher and better eftate then that creation, 
in which hee firft created him. For it is moft cleare and ma- 
nifelt, that Adam, being created inthe image of God, inall up- 
rightneffe and perfection of nature; and having all the vifible 
World to view, and to contemplate upon Gods wifedome and 
workmanfhip therein, and all the creatures to rule over, and 
all things neceffary for worldly delight , needed no more for 
naturall and earthly felicity: But yet for all this God- faid, it was 
not good that man fhould bee alone ; that is, it was not good for 
that which God intended, that is, for the obtaining of eternall 
felicity in and by Chrift, and for the full. manifeftation of Gods 
goodnelfeand glory in and upon mankind, This is that truth, 
which is fo often teltified by our Saviour and his Apoliles, 
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Nothing happens to the creature net foreknowne to God. 


where they tellus, that God prepared a Kingdome for hus elett 
from the beginning of the World; and that as anelect number was 
chefzn in Chrift before the foundationof the World; fo Chrifts in- 
carnation’ death, fatistaction and mediation were ordained bee 
fore all worlds, as Matth, 15. 34.and Eph, 1. 4. 

Firft, this fheweth againft all Atheis, Pagans,and Hereticks 
that nothing comes to paffe by chance, nothing without the 
forefight and foreknowledge of God: but hee faw beforehec 
created the Werld what fhould befall every creature, and‘ with- 
out his will permitting, his no evill comes to pafle,& without wil 
ordaining, end his hand working, no good can come to any 
creature; all things are according to his foreknowledge, and 
there is no place for idle fuppofitions of vaine men. 

Secondly , as the wicked: may here for their terrour take no- 
tice, that all their evil deeds are forefeene and foreknowne of God, 
and hee hath juft vengance laid up in ftore for thgm: So the. 
godly may comfort themielves again{t all Calumnies, Slanders, 
and falfe witneffes; all are knowne to God, and hee will in the 
end make the truth knowne,and bring their caufe to light, 

Thirdly, wee are hereby ftirred up toall diligence in Gods 
fervice, and that betimes, feeing God hath fo long before hand 
ordained and prepared all good. things for us: All our time- 
{pent in praifeand thanks before him, is nothing to the ‘time 
wherein hee hath thewed love to us, in preparing good for us 
before and from the beginning of the World. 

Secondly , in thatit is faid, of man created in Gods image 
in full perfection of nature, that it-was nor good, that hee fhould 
bee alone:. Hence wee learne, that the image of God , and the 
ftate wherein man was fir{t created, is not abfolutely the beft 
which man can have; but that in Chrift there is abetter image, 
and a. more excellent ftate and condition provided for him, 
which is bet of all. This is.fully proved, 1 Cor. 15; where 
the Apoftle fhewes , that the image of the deavesly Adamis 
farre above the image of the earthly, and that the Kingdome 
which is prepared in’ Chrift for the elec, is fuch as fle and blond, 
that is ,naturall man cannot inherite. 

. This fhewes, that wee gaine more by Chrift, then wee loft 
in Adam; and God by mans fall, is become more bountiful to 
Si ot, mane. 
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Woman an helpe and furtherance to heavenly happines, 19t 


mankind: And wee who in Chrift have our hope, have no More 
caufe to repine at Gods decrecing, willing and fafferimg ofmans 32'"*¢'s 
fall, nor to bec impatient under the afflictions which thereby y N oil 
come upon us; fecing the end of allis glory aud blife, and a in Adam. 
crowne too high and precious for Adan in the ftate of in- 
nocency. 

The fecond thing in Gods councell and purpofe is, that hee 
will make as belpe mect for man. Here againe it may feeme 
ftrange, that edam fhould need az helpe in the {tate of inno- 
cency; for helpe is required when aman isin need, and wants 
neceffaries for avoiding evill or gaining fome good ; which 
Adam, being created in Gods image and having all the World 
at will, feemed not to want, But tothisI anfwere, that by an 
helpe here, weeare tounderftand not an heipe to refift any evil, 
or to gaine fome naturall good which hee wanted; but an helpe 
for obtaining an higher and more bleffed eftate, even the /upernaty- 
rall and heavenly citate of grace and glory in Chrift, the feed of the 
Woman: Whence wee may learne, i 

That the Woman was created not to beca fervast to MaN, D ofkrine 
to ferve his natural neceffity; for hee needed no fuch helpe Woman — 
or fervice in that eftate, being made good and perfect with not made 
naturall perfection: but tobee an helpe and furtherance to hea- to bee a 
venly happineffe , and in things which tend thereunto. And al- fervant. 
beit the Woman by being fir/t in the tran/greffion, and a meanes 
of mans fall is made inher defire /ubjett to man, and to hisrule 
and dominion over her; yet by Chrift the promifed /eed of the 
Weman, {hec is reftored to her firt honourable eftate, to bee an 
helpe to man in heavenly things, and a meanes to winne man, 
and tobring him to God in Chrift by her chajè and holy conver- 
fation, and by fhewingalively example of piety, and of the truc 
feare of God, and giving due reverence to her husband, as Saint 
Peter teftifieth, 1 Pet. 1, 23. 

This Doétrine is of good ufe: Firft, toteach men how to ufe ;. 
and efteeeme their Wives, and wherein efpecially to feeke their Views 
helps even in heavenly things, andin earthly and temporall, {o 
farre as they ferve to further them in fpirituall. If men could 
bce brought to nnderftand and beleeve this, they would bee 
carefull to marrie in the Lord , and to match themfelves with 
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Wives of the true religion, godly and vertuous, well ap- 
proved fer piety, faith and knowledge, and truly fearing 
God, 

Ife 2. Secondly, to dire& Women, how they ought to frame,beare, 
and behave themfelves towards their husbands; and wherein 
they ought to ftrive, ftudy, and endeavour to bee helps to them, 
even in the way to heaven; Let the daughters of the curfed Ido- 
Latrons Canaanites beare this juft brand, that, like Jezabel, they 
are {nares, and ftirre up their husbands to wickedneffe, and to 
Idolatry and cruelty. 

[fe3. _ To reproye Menand Women, who onely or chiefely fecke 
fiefhly, carnall and worldly helpe, content, profit, and pleafure 
one from another, and in their mutuall fociety and conjugal 
communion, and fo quite fwerve and ftray trom the rule of 
this Do@rine: where wee have much matter of reproofe mi- 
niftred to us, both of men who take Wives according to their 
lut, and greedy defire of wealth and riches, not for religion 
and the feareof God; or who make drudges.and flaves of their 
Wives whom God made to bee helps meet for them; and alfo 
of Women who give themfelves to bee no helps to their huf- 
bands except itbee for the World, no furtherers at all but rather 
pul-backs and hinderersin the way to heaven,’ and in heavenly 
and f{pirituall things. 

Of giving The fecond thing,in the preparation to the Womans creation, 
names t0 ig. Gods {etting of Adam a worke to view all living creatures, and 
the «rea to employ his reafonand wifedome in giving names to them. 
cures, . 2 
Where wee are to noteand ebferve, Firit, that here is no men- 
tion made of the living creatures in the Sea, but onely of thefe 
which God formed out ofthe ground, that is, bealts, and cat- 
tell, and fowles of the aire all which were ready at hand, and 
God might quickly prefent, and make to paffe before Adam 
all kinds of them, that hee might view and name them. Se- 
condly , wee here may obferve the intent and purpofe of God 
in bringing them to eddam; to wit, the exercife and triall of 
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which hee (hewed in naming every kind of earthly creature 
witha pame agreeable to thenature otit, For whatfoever Adam 
called every living creature, that was the name of it; thatis, that 
name was ratified by God. Yeaallo, becanfe there was no use 
of names, whereby the creatures might bee knowne to any 
other or revealed , ( there being as-yet no man befides Adam 
himfelfe, nor the Woman yet made. to whom hee might thew 
them by their names ) I am induccd to thinke,that Adamgave 
{uchafitand proper name agreeable to the nature and qualities 
ofevery creature, that the creature,being called by that name, 
would come to Adam whenfoever hee called upon it; fuch was 
the obedience of the creatures to Man, and fuch was mans wife- 
dome to rulethem, and fo excellent was his knowledge of their 
feverall natures and qualities. From which obferyations thus 
opened wee may learne: 

That, in the ftate of innocency: in the firit. creaticn, max had Doltrines.. 
perf natural! knowledge of all naturall things, arifing and {prin- Adam per- 
ving immediatly from his naturall foule, and the powers and tetin na- 
faculties thereof, which were natural principles created. inhim ; poral ers 
he had nonced to bee taught by any inftructor, in any art or TO 
knowledge fat for-his ftate and condition, nor to learne by 
experience as now we-doe fince the fall. 

Now, {ecing Adm was thus perfect in naturall knowledge of ae 
ali things which concerned his naturali tate and conditionand The belt 
“yet was feduced bythe woman, & the ferpent:This fervcs to teach naturall 
us, that no, paturallsknowledge, gifts, and abilitics can uphold knowledge 
and faflainc a man againft {pirituail enemies, and temptations ; Cannot up: 
that power is proper,todupernacurall grace, neither can naturall ioa 
realon dive into the depth of heavenly and fupernaturall things, 

Jf naturall wit and reafon could have conceived the fpirituall 
meaning of the tree of life, and of the tree of knowlege of good 
asd evill ; furely Adam would firft have eaten of the tree of life, 
and not by any meanes have beene tempted and drawn to eat 
ofthe tree of knowledge of good. arid-evill : For he who was 
created good, could in no cafe wittingly have neglected the 
tree of life, and delired the other upon any falfe fuggefticn. 
Wherefore let usnot build upon sature but wholly upon grace, oe 
in. things which concerne eternal lite and heavenly happinefe. 
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He that followeth naturallreafon for his guidein the way to 
heaven, may eafily bee carried afide, and fall into the crooked 
wayes of errour,whichilead unto hell, and {peedily fall into the 
pitof deftruction. 

Jhe third thing to be noted in the preparation to the wo- 
mans creation is, the izequalitie which Adam found in all the 
creatures tobe his matesand companions, and their unfitneffe 
for his converfation to be an helpe meet for him: this is in thef 
words, but for Adamthzre was net fousd an helpe meet for him. 
The words feemeto found, as if God had brought the crea- 
tures before Adam, to jee if either he himfelfe, or Adam , could 
find one among them all fit to bee a confort for Adam and a 
cacet help. But the purpofe and intent of God was to imploy 
Adams wit,and to takean experiment ofit, as is before noted: 
And as for God, hee knew well enough what was to bee found 
among all the creatures , hee needed not either to feeke for 
Adam, or to fet Adam to feekea mect helpe among them: Yea, 
hee had faid before, Z will make an helpe meet for him. The mea- 
ning is, that when Adam had viewed and named all kinds of 
earthly creatures, hee found them all fo farre inferiour to him- 
felfe , arid fo unlikein nature, that they could not alt yeeld him 
an help meet for him, The word 79935, which is here tranfla- 
ted, wet for hins , fome Would’have” it to fignifie againft him, , 
which is moftabfurd; For the Woman was not made a perverfe - 
creature to thwart Mans then fhee had beene a Croffeand an 
Hell, not anhelp. Tofatws would have this Word to fignifie 
contrary to bin, becaufe the Woman in her naturall members 
or parts is contrary to Man; which is alfo abfurd. Neither doth 
this word fignifie as one before bins, that is, as Kimchi expounds 
it, as one to fand before him, and to attend him as a fervant; for 
then God would not kave made her of his owne fubdftance; 
but of 2 meaner and inferiour matter: But the word fignifies, 
asone which í his fecond felfe, made in the fame forme like him, 
as a pitture wdrawnein table fet jut before a mans face, and 
over againtt him, thatit may in all parts anfwer to his fhape 
and feature, Such an help Adam could not finde among all 
earthly creatures; but fuch a one God purpofed, and refolved 
to make for.him,even one who fhould be his /econd felfe, made of 
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his owne fubltance, and in the fame image of God and confitting 
of a living reafonable Soule ( ashee did ) and ofa body inal 
parts and members, and in forme and fhape fully like to his body, 
(onely the difference of fex excepted.) This common fenfe and 
experience doth fhew and teach, and therefore, this is the true 
fenfeand meaning of this phwade, Z sill make an help meet for: 

him. And hence wee learne: 

That man created in the image of God dothfo farre in nature, Dogry 
former and fub{tance excell all living creatures, birds, bealts and None bur 
living things on catth, that none of them all isa meet confort Woman a 
or coidpanion for him to converfe with, Some delight hee ™cct com- 
may takein ruling over them,and in their ferviceand obedience; Pinon for 
but no true or folid content in their fociety and converfation. j 
As Adam found this in the {tate of innocency, and in his pure. 
uncorrupt nature; foall Adsms fons of the belt temper ever ab- 
horred to bee excluded from humane fociety, and to converfe 
with birds and beafts, David counted it worfe then death to- 
live among wild beafts in the defarts, and complained bitterly 
of it; Palme 42. and could not bee fatished till hee had drawne. 
to him all difcontented perfons, and them who durf not thew 
their heads for debt, 1 Sams, 22.2. Sodid auftere Euiah, when 
Tezabel made him flee for his life into the wilderneffe, 1 Kizer, 
yg. And never any of Gods Saints delighted to live in the 
wilderneffeonely, among beafts and birds without humane fo- 
ciety, except in times of crucll perfection, as appeares, Hebr. 11, 
or for fome {peciall trialland temspration, as our Saviour, Mark. 

1. 13. and his forerunner John the Baptif, Luk, 1. lait verfe, 
to harden him and make him auftere, and a fecond Eliab.: 

This admonifheth us to efteeme the fociety of men as a Pike 
great bleffing of God; and not to {et our delight on dogs,horfes, 1% 
hawkes , and hounds, more then in the company of men, as 
many doe, which isan argument that they are degenerate from 
the nature of men. 

Secondly, this difcovers the beaftly dotage of many Romih 7/ 2>. 
Saints, and of the Monkes , and Anachorites ofthe Church of f 
Rome, who count itan high peint of perfection to live in caves, 
and dennes , and cottages in the wilderneffe remote from alt 
Humane fociety , and to converte onely whith bealts, yea and 
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to preach unto them, as their Saint Francis is by them recor- 
ded to have done,and have called ravenous Wolves.his brerheren, 
God made man a faciable creature, to delight in humane fociety, 
and hath given hima mouth and tongue to fpeake his minde to 
others, who car with reaion hear and underftand him. Hee 
who will follow .Chrift muft not looke onhis owne things, 
but on the things of others ; and muft impart all his holy mc- 
ditations to as many as hee can, ifhee hath any inhim: Other- 
wife hee hides his talent, and covers his candle sauder a bufhell, 
which favours of Satanicall envy , hath no relith of Chriftian 
kindnefie and charity. i 
Oftherib, Imight here obferve the conformity of Woman inher na- 
whereof ure and frame unto man, andthe {weet harmony and concord 
Weman which, by the law of natureand creation, aught to betweene 
wasmades Man and Woman; but I have in part touched it before, and fhall 
have more occafion hereafter, 
I proceed to the creation it felfe, laid downe in the 21.and 
2.2, Verfes wherein I obferve, Firft, the matter of which the 
Woman was made,to wit,a Rib of the Man, Ver/e 21. Secondly, 
the manner, Verfe22.In the matter; Firft, itis fhewed, that 
God canfed a deep fleepe to fall npon Adam, fach as makes a man 
fenfelefle of any thing which is done tohim; fothe Hebrew 
word MOF fignifies, This fleepe was not saterall, but an 
extraordinarie fleepe which God made to fall on him; a fleepe 
which came not -from any violence done to nature but by the 
powerfull hand.of God making manto fleepe quietly, fo that 
hee did not feele what God did to him. Secondly, it is fid, 
that in this deep fleepe Ged did take one of Adams Ribs, and 
clofed up the flefe in fleadofit, Here divers queltions are moved 
by divers interpreters: 1, Whether it was one Rib, ora paire 
ofribs. 2. Whether it was one of Adams neceflary Ribs, one 
ofthe twelve, which every man hath naturally in his fide; or 
whether an extraordinary Rib, made in Adam for the purpofe. 
3. Whether Adams wasalt into flupidity to take away painc and 
feare,or whether for fome other caufe. 
Some thinke, that ifit wasa Rib created ia Adz above the 
„ordinary number, then Adam was madea monfter, Others fay, 
that ifit was an ordinary Rib; then Adam was angers A 
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med man, and wanted a neceffary naturall pare, But I conceive 
this to bee the truth: 

Firft, that it was but one Rid, or at leaft one paire of Ribs; fo. 
the text affirmes. | 

Secondly, it was not one of Adams neceffary Ribs, required 
tó make him a perfect man; but a Rib above the ordinary num- 
ber, which God created in e-tdam of purpofe, and yet Adam 
Was no monfter, neither was.it a fuperfuous part: foras Adan 
was created the common ftock and root of all mankind; fo it 
was requifite that hee fhould have one Rib extraordinary crea- 
ted in him above other Men, whereof the Woman was to bee 
made, and he nevertheleffe remaine perfect and complete as any 
other man afterwards. . 

Thirdly, e4damns deep fleepe was not totake away fenfe of Of Adams 
paine; but a myftery of building the Church out of Chrifts death, deep flcep. 
under which heo flept to the third day, And it is faid, that 
God clofed up the Heh in ftead thereof’, or in the place 
thereof; not that God left a scarre or hollow place, or that God 
created flefh to fill up the place ofthe Rib; but onely clofed up 
the flefh in the place where hee tooke out the Rib, fo that 
no scar or print did there appeare, but man appeared mo% per- 
fe& and without mayme or figne of any wound, 

In the fecond place, for the manner of the Womans creation, 
it is faid, that God made this Rib a Woman or builded it up tabec 
a Woman, as the words run inthe Hebrew; which word im- 
plies , that as children are derived of their parents to build up 
their familie; fothe Woman was derived from Adam to build 
up his great family, mankind, of his owne nature and fubftance; 
and that his pofterity might {pring wholly from him, both in 
refpect of himfelfe, and of his wife their common Mother, 
which was. taken out of him. I omit needleffe queftions, and. 
ridiculous collections which fome have here made: as, that the 
Woman being made of abone is hard hearted, and fuch like. 

The profitable points which I obferve from hence, are thefe 
following: 

Firft, wee are here taught by mans falling into a deep fleepe, Dom, p 
fenfeleffe like death that theWoman might bee taken and formed vA 
ont ofhim,That God in the creation forefhew ed ,that the f pod 
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of the fecond Adans Chrift,even the true Church fhould be pur- 
chafed by the death of Chrift, and the blood drawneout of his 
fide; and Chrift, by his /leepe in death, (hould make way to raife 
and buildup his Church. That the firt Adam and his Wife in 
her creation were the types and figures of Chrift and his {poufe 
the Church, I need not ftand to prove; the Apoftle hath done it 
futticiently, Ephef. 5.255263 2. 

This ferves for much heavenly inftruction; as firft, to put us 
in minde of the unity which is betweene Chrift and his Church; 
and to make us, as wee defire, to bee a true and chafte fpoufe of 
Chrift, alfo to labour to be {piritually united to him,é never ret 
till wee feele and perceive that wee are borne of Gods immor- 
tall {eed even of his Spirit. ə 

Secondly, to make us afcribe. our being wholly to Chrift, as 
wecarcthe true, holy, andregenerate Church and people of 
God, andof the heavenly family. Thirdly, to make us love 
Chrift, and to meditate on his death with all holy reverence 
and tender affection, as the thing by which weeare purchafed; 
yea to make us ready to conforme our {elves to Chrift in his 
death, by fuffering for the good of his Church, Fourthly, to 
make us fee, that the creation was as it were a fhadow of Gods 
reftauration of the World by Chrift, and that the reftauration 
is the fubftance by which the creation is perfected. x 

Secondly , God made the Woman of a Rib, which was a part 
ofthe mans body; which teacheth us, that Woman mutt by the 
courfe of nature yeeld to man the preheminence, as being made 
outot him; this the Apoftlealfo teacheth 1 Cor.11.7, 8. And 
this admonifheth Women to give due refpect to their huf- 
bands, asis meet, in the Lord, and not to ufurpe rule and autho- 
rity over men. 

Thirdly ; God made Woman of Mans fubftance; which tea- 
cheth , that Woman is seare and ought to bee deare to Man, as 
a part of himfelfe;which the Apoftle confirmes, Ephef.5. And 
here all harfh and tyrannicall husbands are juftly noted; and their 
doingsreproved. 

Fourthly, the making of the Woman of a bene, a folid part, 
teacheth us, that fhee is made to bee a folid helpe and flay to man, 
apd ought fo to bein his family.And hereby husbands are directed 
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to efteeme their wives, as the {tay of their family, And wives 
to ftrive to'bee helps. 

Fifthly, in that God madethe Woman not ont of mans bead Doly o 
nor feet, but out of his fdz, hereby hee hath taughtus, that wo- Wives vi 
men muft not bee too high and proud asthe head, nor toa ow continuall 
vaffals as the feet , but conforts and companions of their huf- compani. 
bands in the whole courfe of their life, partakers of the fame ©‘ of our 
grace, and of the fame honours and dignities; yoke-fellowes in a. 
the fame labours and cares in this World, and cobeires of the 
fame glory inthe World to come, The wife-Man confirmes 
this fully by the defcription of a vertuous Woman, which is 
reformed after the true image, in which {hee was created, Prov. 

1. For hee defcribes her to bee one who conforts with her 
husband in labour and provident care, and drawes equally with 
him in the fame yoke, and partakes of the fame honour, and 
réefpect both in publike and private. The holy Prophets alfo 
and Apdftles {hiew,’ that the Woman is made to bee Mans in- 
feparable companion, Afal.2.14. even the defire of his eye, and 
the joy of hes glory, On whom efpecially hee fets his mind, Ezech, 
24 16. and that mans delight muft bee to have her continually 
at his fide; and het dchight-muft Dee to prefent her felfe tohis 
eyes as a looking-glafle; in which hee may behold hes owne glory, 
even theimage of God, Yin which hee was formed 'firft, and hee 
after him, 1 Cor, 7.10, 11. where the Apoftle forbids the 
Wife to depart from her Husband, and the Husband to put away 
his Wife, and their defranding one another of mutuall comfort 
by feparating and: living apart. For as man ts the image and glory 
of God ; fo the Woman ss the glory ofthe Man, t Cor. 11.7. in 
whom man may behold, as in a glaffe, the image of God in 
which hee was created. And therefore the holy Apoftles 
who were married, as Peter, and the bretheren of the Lord, in 
their travelling to preach the Gofpell, did /ead about their wives, 
as Saint Pant teftifieth , 1 Cor.y.5. Alfo Saint Peter fpeakes 
piso to this purpofe, 1 Per. 3.7, where hee injoynes huf- 

ands to dwell with their Wives according to knowledge,. 
giving honour to the Wife as to the weaker vefell, and as being coe 
beires of the grace of life; that is, asa man ts indued with more 
knowledge , fo it 1s his.duty to dwell and converfe with his 
oi Wife 
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Wife wifely as aman of knowledge: andas wee tender thofe ne- 
ceflary veffells which are ufetull for us, and the more weake 
and brittle they are, the more wee take care for them,and have 
a centinuall eye overthem ; fo men ought to.bee mere carefull 
over their Wives, becaufe they are the weaker fex ; and to give . 
them more refpedt, honour and fhield, and more to efteeme of 
them by having a conftant eye towards them, and keeping them 
in their fight and prefence , as muchas may bee; and fo much 
more, becaiue they are cokeires of the grace of life, and muft-draw 
joyntly together as under the fame yoke in the way to heavenly 
happineffe, is 

This Do@trine of truth, written in our hearts in the creation, 
fhoula bee a guide and dire&tion unto us all in the whole courfe 
of our lives: It direéts Men haw to efteeme their Wives, and 
to beare themfelves towards them ; and Women how to be- 
havethemfelves before their Husbands, that the one ought not 
caftthe other behind as an unfit and unworthy mate and com- 
panion : the Man muft not run too farre before, and leave his 
Wife behind , either in worldly eftate, or in grace and in the 
way to heaven; nor the Wife draw back and lagge behind, ci- 
ther through carelefenefs, or mean conceipt of her owne frame, 
natureand {x ; but both muk draw checke by cheeke, and fide 


by fide,and by joynt ftrength and endeavour draw on,&pull,and 
put forward one another, as a couple that are by the yoke which 


God impofed on themin the creation fait tied together. This 
isthe will and law of God, and they that walke by this trae rule, 


“peace, profperity and _bleffing fhallbce on them all their dayes, 


and theend of their labour fhall bee an eternall Sabbath in hea- 
ven. 
= Secondly , it ferves to reprove the great corruption whick is 
daily feene among Menand Women in this miferable World, 
by meanes of which the World appeares to bee very much out 
of frame, Some men, like Turkes and Italians, make no account 
oftheir wives, but as of flaves to ferve their luft, and as foote- 
ftooles to tread upon, and trample at their pleafure. Some, like 
favage Indians, make them drudges to toile and labour for them 
as Oxen and Horfes, and to ferve themas fervantsand {laves. 
Some account thema weake creatures , not capable of aj great 
now= 
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knowledge or wifedome,and? thereupon negie@ the care and 
pains of inftruéting them,and teaching them, and imparting their 
knowledge to them,& drawing and pulling them on in the fame 
Way ,and caufing them to go on with themfelves in an equal pace. 
And fo agaiv,fome women eftecime their husbands as men that 
are bound to {erve , pleafe,humour and flatter them inall things 
which they defire ; and that the maine care of the man thould 
bee to deck, adorine,and fet forth his wife as his Zdo//in all coftly 
apparell , and toyifh painting , and vanities, as if fhee were 
made to feed his cyes with her ornamments,and vanifhing beau- 
ty. And on theother fide, fome out of a bafe mind and floth- 
fulneffe thinke it belongs not to them to bee fellow builders 
of the family, equall to their husband in honeft care, labour and. 
induitry for the common good of the family, or in grace and 
fpirituall gifts ; in all which they muft bee partakers in their 
meafure and proportion, Let fuch tranfgreffors of the law 
of nature bee aflured, that as they come fhort of common 
humanity, fo much more of the grace and glory of God, 

The third thing in the hiftory of womans creation, is the 
confequents OF it. 3. Confe- 
. The firft, that God brought her.to the man, ver{,23, quents. 

The Second, that Adam accepted her, as anhelp meet for hin, I. 
that is,as his fecond felf2, a moft pleafingand delightfomecom- 2. 
panion of his.life, and moft helpfull to build up mankind, ver.23. 
upon which Mofes by infpiration of Gods f{pirit, inferres by 
way of neceflary conclufionanexcellent doctrine, which hath 
both a morall and propheticall meaning. 

Firft a naturall morall fenfe,to wit, Firft, thata mans wife 
is nearer to him,and ought to be efteemed dearer than his na- 
turall parents, and toner he muft cleave, though it be with ka- 
ving them. Secondly that in creating the woman, and joyning 
her to man in marriage, God did prefigureand fore-fhew the 
infuite love cf Chrif to his Church, and the love of the Cherch 
to Chrift and the {pirituall and myfticall union which is between 
thein ; as is noted Eph.5.33. 

The third confequent is, the nakedneffe of che man and woman, 3 
which was without bame or any inconvenience in their firit 
creation before their fall, ver.25, 9 
p Firft, 


- 


202 


I. 


e 


Marriage the ordinance of Gad. 


oe 


Firft, itis faid that God brought her to the man, that is, fo 


OfGeds foone as God had made and formed her cof mans rid, he prefen- 


bringing 
Eveto d- 
daa, 


Delir. 1. 
Marriage 
the ordis 
nance of 
God, 


Reaf.t- 


V fe. I, 


ted her to himto be his wife, and fo an help meet for him; we 
muft not thinke that this bringing of her to him was onely 4 
jetting of her before his eyes,and fhewing her to his fight ; but 
that God withall declared to the man how, and whereof he had 
made her, even of arib takenout of him, and did offer her to 
ffn fora wife and equall confort;fo much the phrafe of bringing 
her to him doth import, From whence we lcarne, 

That the marriage of man and wife is the ordinance of God in 
the flate ofannocency, md God isthe firft Author of it, and the 
firt match-maker between manand woman in the firk creation, 
Our Saviour alfo teltitieth this in the gofpell, AZat.19.6. faying 
that by vertue of Goas firft ordaining of marriage, man and 
woman married together are no more twaine, but one flefh, And 
whatloever Ged hath thus joywed together, no man ought to put 
afunder, “41 — -a 

And there is good reafon why God fhould be the frit au- 
thor of marriage ; Becaufe it is the oncly lawfull meanes of | 
bringing forth people to God, and of propagation of mankind ; 
and it is fuch a ground and foundation of the Church, that with- 
put itGod cannot have a» holy feed,as the Prophet intimates. 
Mal,2.15.which point ferves.” -+ nA 

Firft, to hew that marriage is Goxovrable in it felfe, in the nas 
tureofit, among all men and women ofall {orts orders and de- 
grees,as the Apoftle teacheth, Féb.13.4. And the Popes and 
Church of Rome, in counting marriage a kind of flefhly un. 
cleanenefie, and defilement, difcover themfelves to be oppofers 
of Gods ordinance, and violaters of the law ofnature; 

Secondly, to fhew that the beft celebration of marriage is x 
when itis folemmnly celebrated, and manand woman joyned to- 
gether by Gods publike Minifters , who ftand in the place of 
God;as Ambafladours, and are his mouth to blefle his people : 
For then God is after a fecondarie manner the author and match- 
maker ; And his ordinance teing thus obferved, and the marri- 


‘age blefled by his minifters, there may be more hope of bleffing 
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upon it,and upon the parties Joyned together. 
Thirdly this,tn going about marriage men and women ought 
chiefly 
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chiefly & firt ofall to confult withGod,to looke up to him, & to 

feeke his dire@ion and aMftanceby humble, fervent and faithfull 

prayers and fupplication.1¢ is anely he who knoweth fitteft mat- 

ches and con{orts for every onc,and can give to man an help meet 

for hin, 

Fourthly it difcovers tous the abomination, and unnaturall 77é 4, 

filthineffe of whoredomeand forpication,wherein men and wo- 

men do joyneand mingle themfelves together without God, 

the Divell and flefhly luft leading them, No marvell that A- 
dulterers, whoremondgers, and fornicators, are fo often in the ` 
Scriptures excluded out of the kingdome of God. 

Secondly , wee hence learne. That pure marriage , which is Doé?r, 2, 
Gods ordinance, is ofone man withoe woman, For Cod had Mariage 
an excellency and over-plas-ef [pirit inthe creation; aad yet hee aa ene 

| ae 
made bet one¥ oman for Adam who was but one man;& why? due yrs ny 
that he might feeke a godly feed,as theProphet faith, A/a/.2.15.Our man. 
Saviour alfo teacheth in the Gofpellthata man ought to have Mal. 2,19, 
but one wife while he and fhee liveth; and God from the begin» 
ning, even from the creation, fhewed that he did not allow Poe 
lygamie. And inold time God tolerated it in fone of the Patri- 
archsand Prophets, sot asa thing naturally goodand allowable ; 
but as a type and figure of Chrift and his feverall Churches, 
which,as feverall {poufes,he gathers to himfelfe out of lewes and 
Gentiles, Cans.6.8, 

This, being fo, teacheth every man to bee carefull, circum- Vie 
{pect and inquifitive in choofing to himfelfe a Wife who isto l 
bee his perpetuall confort and companion ofhis life. Itis goad 
councell ofa wife-Man, which hegives toall; that There ought 
much del:beration to bee ufedin doing a thing which isto bee done 
asce for all, and ifit bee dons amife, can never bee amended; And 
fuch isa mans taking ofa- woman to bee his Wife, fhec is once 
taken for all, and during her life, hee may not feeke a better, nor 
can bee eafzd of his burden if fhee proveth froward, perverfe 
and contentious: hee who finds a good wife, gets a meet helpe 
and centinuall comfort to himfelfe; but hee who takes a 
brawling wife, puls upon himfelfs a perpetuall croffe and 
clog ge, 

_The fecond confequent , is Adams freeand willing accepta- 9 
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tion of the woman to bee his wife, and fo an helpe meet for 
him, inthefe words, e4nd Adam faid , This is now bone of my 
bone, and flefh of my flefo; hee foall bee called Woman, becau/e fhe 
was taken out of man, Verfe 23. wherein wee may note three 

. things worthy to bee contidered, 

1. Firft, that God having made a wife fit for Adam, doth not by 
coattive or commanding power and authority put her upon him; 
but having fhewed her to him, what one, and whence fhee 
was, fuffers him to accept and choofe her freely of his owne 
accord ,and makes notup the marriage tiil dam doth cheere- 
fully, upon certaine knowledge of her nature and difpofi- 
tion, accept her for his wife and fecond felfe.. Whence wee 
earne , 

Doflrine. That Marriage, according to Gods ordinance, is a free volus- 
Mariage gary contratt made betweene a Man and his Wife, made with the 
muitbee well hking and mutuall confent of both parties. Though Fathers 
ier , are faid to take Wives totheir Sens, and to give their Daughters 
I ‘to bee wives, Exod, 34.16, And feme Sons are faid. to de fire 

their Fathers to give them fuch, orfuch wives, as Gen. 34. 4, and 
Jud.14.2. Yet they ought not to sspsfe wives on their Sons 

without good liking and free confent, nor give their Daugtters 

in marriage agzinft their wils, as appeares in theexample of Re- 

becca, whofe con{ent was firft asked before thee was promifed to 

Real. Jfaac, Gen, 24. 58. And there is good reafon of this : Becanfe, 

where mindes,hearts,& affections are net united in two parties, 
they cannot delight to draw cheerefully under the fame yoke, 
nor bee anhelpe or flay one toancther. Now a wife is ordai- 
ned of God to bee az helpeto her husband, and the defire of his 
eyes, and to draw with himin the fame yoke; and heeis: to bee 
a [helter to cover, and aftayto uphold her all his life. There- 
fore reafon requires that marriage fhould bee a free and volun- 
‘tary contract made with the well liking and mutuall confent 
ofboth parties, — . 

Vie. This Doctrine ferves to reprove divers forts of people, and 
Areproofe to condemne divers marriages, Firft, marriages of Perfons axder 
tomany- ‘age, before the parties have knowledge and difcretion cither 

to make a fat choice , or to order their affections, Secondly, 
Mara. 
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marriages of wards, who have wives spofed on them under 
great penaltics. Thirdly, forced marrsages, unto which children 
are compelled by violent and tyrannical Parents, or crucll un- 
juht guardians, againft their mind and liking; on fuch marriages 
there can beeno bleffing hoped for nor expečted, but much 
mifchiefe and many inconveniencies, adulteries , and whorc- 
domes, and many difcontentments of life, as experience 
teacheth. 

The fecond thing here to bee notedis Adams fpeech; Ths 2. 
is now bone of my bone, and fiefh of my fief ; cc. by which it is 
manifeit, that God,in prefenting the Woman tohim, did de- 
clare whereof hee had made her, and of what nature and kind ° 
fhee was. Some ancient and moderne Writers doe gather 
from hence, that 4dam was divinely infpired with the Spirit 
of Prophecie, and had underftanding of hidden myfteries,which 
Isee had never feene, heard, nor learned from any; becaufe fo 
foone as God brought the Woman, hee could prefently tell 
whence fhee was, and whereof {hee was made, without any infor- 
mation. But this is a vainc and falfe furmife; for no Prophet 
could at any time know and declare /ecret things beyond 
fenfe and reafon, without revelation either in a dreame, or vifion, 
or word {peaken to him by God. To know mens fecret thoughts 
or doings without revelation or word from God, is proper to 
God, and to Chrift,and to the Spirit, which fearcheth all things; 
undoubtedly therefore, when God brought the Womanto 4- 
damsand prefented and offered hertohim, hee did withall de- 
clare how and whereof hee had made her, of the fame nature, 
and framed her inthe fame image, as I have before touched: 
For, in marriage-making, there are fuch declarations going be- 
fore to draw affection and free confent, and externall infor- 
mations by outward meanes; and this wasa true platforme of 
marriage. 

Hence wee learne , That men and women mutt not bee lead Doffrine? 
unto marriage by fecret infpirations , and divine revelations: Whar ` 
But by knowledge gotten by experience, inquiry and infor- suides 
mation. Luft and flethly delire are blind guides to marriage; muft lead 
as wee fee inthe Sons of God, the feed of Serh, who by beauty rice, T 


: Y riage. 
were drawneto take to wives the Daughters of men, who were 
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of Cain’s carnall and profane pofterity, Gen. 6.1. andin Efan, 


Gen, 27. A wife was chofen for Ifaac upon knowledge and 
experience of her vertus, modefty, and hofpitality, and there- 
fore God bleffed the match. And Boaz tooke Rath to wife,not 
for riches or kinred, but becaufe {hee was knowne a vertuous 
Wonian, Ruth 3,11. , 

As this Doctrine ferves for dire€tion and exhortation to 
menand women, to ground their conjugall affections aright 
upon knowledge, experience, and good information ; which is 
a courie moft commendable and agreeing to Gods ordinance: 
So alfo for reproofe and conviction of Anabaptifts, Enthufiafts, 


-and Antinomians; fuch as Jobe of Leiden, and they of his fect; 


the Anabaptifts of the family oflove, who challenged women 
co bee their wives upon pretenceof inspiration and divine re- 
velation ; and, when they had fatisfed their luft on them, and 
were enraged with lu& of others, did upon the fame pretence 
cither murder, or caft them off, and take others; Gods wrath 
for this horrible fin and diforder purfuing them, and giving 
them up to monftrons and unnatural} lufts, and at length to mi- 
ferable deftruétion. There are fome who too much refemble 
thefe ntifcreants, and hereby alfo are reproved; I mean them: 
who, like luftfull Shechem, upon the firk fight are-fet on fire 
of luft, and are fo ftrongly carried by it with violence, that they 
muft have oneanother, orelfe they will dye or bee diftracted, 
Such matches and marriages for the moft part prove unhappy 
and uncomfortable; if any doe not, it is a great mercy of God, 
anda favour which ought to bee acknowledged with all thank- 


-fulnefie. 


The third thing here tobee noted is the manifeft fenfe of 
Adams words, which is, that the Woman was not onely bone 
of hes bones, but'alfo flefh of bes fleip; that is, thee had both ofthis 
fleth and of his bones in her concurring to her fubftance, Whence 
wee may provably gather, 7 

That the Rib of whichthe Woman was made, was not one 
bone, that is, an halfe Rib taken out of one fide; but bones, thatis, 
a pare of Ribs , or whole Rib takeout of both fides, The He- 
brew word 3), that is, my bones, intimates fo much; and that 
this Rib was not a bare naked bene, but had fome fiefh clea- 

| ving, 


Simiitude of natures the beft oround of love. 


ving toit, becaufe heecalsher fle of his flem, as being made of 
his fle as well as ofhis doxes. This isa matter ofno great mo- 
ment; but, being atruth neceflarily implied in the words of the 
text,it may ferve for fpeciall ufe, 

Firft, to putusin minde, that Adam; the firt man, was the 
common ftock and root of all mankind; and not onely all 4- 
dams pofterity were wholly contained in Adam alone; but alfo 
the firt woman, the Mother of usall, had her firit vitall life in 
Adam , and was apart of his living fiefh and bones. And, asin 
the firt Adam all mankind had their naturall being: fo in Chrift 
all the cle& and faithfull have their fpirituall being and whole 
life , and even the Church, Chrifts {poufe, the Mother ofall true 
belcevers, hath her being wholly from Chrift; and therefore to 
Chrift wee mutt aferibe our whole fpirituall being and new 
birth. The Father, by his Spirit hed on us through Chrift, 
begets us to himfelfe of his immortall feed, his Spirit, co 
the lively hope, to the inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, that 
fadeth not away, referved for vs in heaven, 

Secondly ,it ferves to worke conftant love betweene man 
and his wife, and to {tirreup man to love his wife as his owne 
ficfh; andevery woman to love her husband as every part of 
the body loves the body whereof it isa part; and alfo to pro- 
voke'men to love one another, as being a moft naturall affection 
ofon: member to another in the fame body. As for them who 
are envious, and mén-haters, and cruell perfecuters; they are 
here difcovered to bee children of the great man-imurthe- 
rer the Divell, and with him they fhall have their por- 
tion. r 
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Secondly , in that Adam gives this as a reafon of his free p gy, 2> 
accepting of his wife, becaufe fhee is of the fame nature and similitude 
fubftance, bone of his bones, and fit to bee named MWR, Wo-ofmanners 
enan, or as one would fay a fhe-man: Hence wee learne, that the bet 
the þet ground of marriage and band oflove is fimilitude of ground of 


natures and difpofitions , and unity of heart and fpirit, by whic 
they are both alike affected. This is that which the Apoftle 
teacheth, were hee faith, Bee sot unequally yoked; for what con- 
cordcan there bèe betweene light and darkueffe, vighteon{neffe and 


xerighteon{weffe 2 thatis , contrary natures and difpofitions ? 
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(ircumn/peélion to bee ufed in the ckeice of a Wife, | 


2 Cor. 6,14, This rule eérabams faithfull fervant followed 
in chufing a wife for J/aac: as hee knew J/auc to bee charitable 
and kind to ftrangers and given to hofpitality , fo hee made 
his prayer to God to direct him to índa wif for him ofthe 
fame difpofition; aad when hee found Rebecca to bee fich a one 
by the entertainment which fhee gave to him beinga ftranger, 
hee would not reft till hee had gotten the confent ofher, and 
her parents, and friends; Gen.24. Theneglectofthis rule God 
forbids in his law, and threatens witha curfe, Dest. 7.3. It 
was that which made wife Solomon, prove a doating toole in 
his old age, becaufe wives of a contrary religion turned away 
his heart and made him build high places for Idols,1 Kings 11. Ahabs 
matching with Jexaée/an Idolatrous worfhipper ot Baal, made 
himan Idolater anda flave, whofold himfelfe to all wickedneffe 
when his wife’ Jezabel flirred him up, 1 King. 21. 25. And Ze- 
koran the Son of Iehofapbat King of Indah by taking to wife 
the daughter of Ahab of a contrary religion, brought mifera- 
ble deftruction upon himfelfe and his whole family, 2 Cron. 
21765. 

This Do&rine ferves for admonition to all Men, to bee wary 
and circumfpe& in the choice of their wives; and if they bee 
vertuoufly and pioufly affected, and havea defire to live inthe 
feare of God , and tobuild upa godly family, to have a fpeciall 
eye and refpect of true religion, as well as of a good naturall 
difpofition, and good education and behaviour, A godly Man 
muft feeke a godly Wife, a kind and liberall Mana free hearted 
Wifesand a courageous Man a Woman of courage, that they may 
both draw one way. It istruc, that fometimes in cafe of no- 
table infirmities bearing {way in Men, Women of contrary 
difpofition may bee ufefall and fit Wives to correct, amend, or 
moderate their corruptions ; a Woman ofa meeke and patient 
difpofition may aflwage the heat of her Husband being hafty 
and cholericke, and fo bee an helpe meet for him. A wif 
Abigail may prove a neceflary & helpful wife to a foolifhNabal, 
and by her wifedome may overcome his folly,and by her liberall 
hand may make amends and prevent the inifchiefe of his churlith- 
neffe But it is no wifedome either in Man or Woman to runne 
{uch a defpcrate hazzard,in confidence of their owne wifedome, 

ver- 
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vertucor abilities, For wee find by experience,and it isa thing 
commonly feene, that Men and Women, by. reafon of humane 
frailty and naturall corruption which remaine in the belt , are 
nore fubje of the froward to learne pervericneflz then by the 
wife,meeke and liberall conforts to be drawne froin their folly, 
fury and churlifhneffe : and therefore though in cafe when an» 
hard tot befals Menor Women, they mult make the beft they 
can of that which is too bad, in hope that God will blefle 
their vertuous and godly endeavours ; yet the beft rule 
which godly Chrifians can obferve in the choice of wives 
is» to choofe fuch asare like affected and vertuonfly difpofed 
as they themfelvesare,, to regard chiefely the unity of Spirit, 
and the fimilitude of nature and difpofition; whichis a thing 
here taught by God inthe creation and firft marriage betweene 
Adam and Evab, the firt Father and Mother of all man- 
kind. 

secondly ,we may gather from this dodtrine, that therecan py a; 
bee no hope or expectation of good: from #uequall marriages. 
And when men for carnall, worldly and politike refpedts,yoke 
themfelves with wives ofa-contrary difpofition and religion, 
daughters of a ftrange God, and: vaflals of Antichrilt, there fel- 
dome or never followes ableffing. For juftitis with God, 
that when men and women walke contrary to God, and reject 
his right rule in their marriages, and in laying the foundation of 
their families ; God (hould walke contrary to them in their 
whole courfe of life, and-fhould'croffe them in their endeavours, 
and bring their families to confnfion. 
_. The third and lat confequent of the womans creation, 3, Confer. 
1S, that they were both naked, the man and kis wife, and quent. 
they were not afbamed, ver, 25. In which words, wee are 
not in any cafe to underftand by wakeduelfe, either want of 
neceflary apparell , ( for in the ftate of innocency there 
was no need thereof, and thereforé no want of any ) nor 
any want of naturall abilities or vertues, needful! for bean- of the na- 
ja > Comlineffe, and ornament ,or for naturall perfe&ion ; All kednefleof 
fuch nakedneffe, and want came in by fin,and after their fall : dun and. 
But here they are faid to be raked becanfe they neither had nor ve: 
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Of the natural grace and beauty of our firt Parents. 


all parts moft comely and beautifull: Their skin was not 
rough, over-growne with haire like beafts,nor with feathers like 
birds nor with hard {cales like fifhes ; but their skin, faire, white, 
and ruddie, was comely in it felfe, and beautifull to their owne 
eyes, more then all ornaments of filke, fine linnen,and all jewels 
of gold and filver,fet with the moft glorious and precious ftones, 
of moft refplendent colour and brightneffz, And their bodies 
were of that excellent temper and conftitution, that they neither 
felt nor feared any diftemper of heat or cold. The aire and all 
the elements were tempered according to the temper of their 
bodies; and all things were pleafing, wholefome, and delight- 
fome unto them ; and to all living creatures they appeared love- 
ly,and full of beauty, and majeftie. It was the creatures de- 
light to fee them, and tolooke on them ;and it was their Joy to 
fee the creatures admiring them, and rejoycing in their fight 
and prefence. And therefore there was no caufe or occafion of 
any thame, or of any frare to fhew their fimple naked bodies, 
and to have every part and member openly {eene ; nouncom- 
linefle which needed a covering , but all parts and members 
were beautifull in themfelves, and compofed together in a 
comely order and frame, This is the true fenfe and meaning ofthe 
words; Wherein we have this plaine doétrine, 

That the worke of God in the creation of our firft parents was 
perfect without errour ; the image of God appeared in their 
bodies, and bodily forme and fhape; they were full of all naturall 
grace, beauty, and comlineffe, in all parts and members from 
the crowne of their heads to the fole of their feete ; the 
glory and wifedome of Gods workmanthip thined in them 
moft clearely to their owne cyes, and the eyes of all crea- 
tures, The truth of this appeares mof manifeftly in the words ; 
for, certainly, if there had beene any leaft blemith or unfeemely 
member in their naked bodies,they would have beene afhamed 
to goc and appeare openly bare and naked without covering; 
therefore I need not ftand to prove it with many argu- 
ments: this one is fuffigient , That allthe forme, beauty and 
comelinefle of the moft goodly Men and faireft Women that 
ever were, or are inthe World, gathered together, and com- 
pofed in the body of one Manor Woman; the goodly plea. 
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of Iofeph or Adonijad , the beauty of Abfalom and Abifoag, and 
the glory and comlinefle of Solomon, and all: other formes and 
beauties named in hiftorics, are but the rwsxes, reliques, dimme 
foadewesind defaced [craps ot that beauty and comelineffe which 
was in the naked bodies of cur frk parents, and in every part 
of then: in the creation. And therefore ourreafou and fenfes may 
judgewhat comlinefle was in them, 

This point confidered is of great force to provokeand ftirre Ver: 
up men to acknowledge with all thankfulneffe Gods bounty Py a 
to mankind in the tirft creation; and how exccedingly they are ledgeGeds 
bound to love, and honour, and ferve God for the naturall gifts bounty. 
& adilities with which God at the firft did fully furnthh man;not 
onely for neceffityand welbeing, but alfo for glory, beauty, otr- 
nament and comelineffe in the eyes ofall creatures. And al- 
though our firft parents forfeited thefebleflingsby their difo- 
bedience, and have defaced by fin thisexcellent beauty: yet wee 
fec Gods goodnefle abounding to us iu this, that hee imprints 
iñ many ofus fome ftamps and foot-fteps of the image, ia which 
wee were created, that wee may by the rxines which remaine, 
judge of the brilding of mans body, and of the beautifull frame. 
wherein God'at the'firlecreated us, eee 

Secondly wëe fiay-hence - gather coftitortable’ afflirance, Vie 2 
that as God dtd ‘treate man in admirable beauty at the firini Me 
the creation, and madè'hîm comely in the eves of all creatures , the glory 
in alt parts of his body , fo thatit-wasno fhame bur a glory to 9f our bo. 
walke naked‘ without cloathes or covering : So, much more, in ete 
the work of redemption and reftauration by Chrift, God beth oe 
can and will repaire our vile bodies, and reftore unto them 
their firft beauty and glory with great ‘advantage, and make 
them Like the glorious body of Chrift , and reforme them after his 
heavenly image of holineile, which fo farre exceeds the firft 
image , a5 heavenly excels carthly, {pirituall and {upernaturall 
excels naturall, and incorruptible and immutable furpafferh 
that which is fading and vanifhing. For , the worke of redem- 
ptionand rettauration is a workeof greater goodneffeto men, 
then the worke of creations andas it excels, fo the cffe@ of 
it mult bee more exeellent, In this worke God firetcheth. 
forth his omnipotent hand, and all his goodnefie further 

then: 
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then in the creation; there hee created all things by his eter- _ 
nall Word the Son, and by, his Spirit working with him; but 
here hee.gave his Son to bee incarnate, and the eternall Word 
to bee made flefh, and to fuffer and dye, and bee made the price 
aud ranfome of our redemption; and, for the perfecting of this 
worke, hee dothin, and by, and through his Son give and com- 
municate his holy and eternall Spirit te dwellin their earthly 
tabernacles , to unite them to-Chrift in oxe body,to bring theny 
tocommunion ofall his benefits, and to renue them after his 
glorious. image of true holinefle. Here therefore is ground of 
bope, and matter.of rejoycing toall the elect and faithfull, and 
great incouragement againft all feare and fhame of wounds, 
{tripes, and all deformities which cruell perfecutors, and man- 
gling tyrants can infliG& on their bedies, For the future beau- 
tyand glory which is purchafed for them by Chrift and pre- 
pared for them at laft, {hall cover, wath away,and utterly abo- 
lifh all, when hee fhallappeareinglory. . 
Thirdly, wee are hereby admonithed , that the diftempers; 
deformities, and all defe&ts and infirmities, which appeare in 
our bodies, whereof wee may bee afhamed, are not of God the 
Creatour, but proceed wholly from our fin-and fall in, Adams 
and from our owne furfeting and intemperance., For Go 
made mankind moft perfe& in Soule and Body, even with 
full perfeGtion of beauty in the firit creation,.as this DoGrine. 
teacheth, And therefore fo often as wee are afhamed pf our 
deformities and our nakednefle ; let us with griefs remem- 


“ber our fall , and bee much , more afhamed of our fins,.and lay 


the blame on our felves and not on the Lord God our Crea- 
tour. ; 
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Of the eflate and condition of our firf parents: In five things, 1. Tie 
bleffing of fruitfulneffe;A fpeciall bleffing: Vfes, Marriage free 
for all men, Colonies, 2.Dominion over all living creatures Foure 
Requifites thereto, Degrees of tt.: Abfolute, and Dependent? 
Vnlimited, and Limited. Reftored in Chrift.3. Food for man. Not 
the living creatures: in innocency. 4. Mans habitation, Eden: 
What. Of the rivers. Twelve opinions about Paradt[e.. Of the 
two trees in Paradi} : Why the tree of life, How of the knowledge 
of good andevill, 5. Of Gods image. 


AG d God bleffed them, and faid unto them,Be fruitfull andmml- Ger.28: 
tiply, and replenifh the earth, and fubdue it, and kave domini- 
on over the filh of the fea, and over the fowles of the aire, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the earth, Ver[,2y. And G od faid 
Behold, Ihave giver yonu every herbe bearing feed whichis upon alt 
the face of the earth; and every tree in which is the fruit of a tree 
yeelding feed, to you it fhall be for meat. Verf. 30. And to every 
beaft and foule and creeping thing wherein there is life, I have gives 
greene herbe for meatsand'it was fo, 

After the Hiltory of the particular creation of the Woman 
with the immediate Antecedents and Confequents thereof; The The coms 
next thing in order is the hiftoricall defcription of th: ftare and CONE E 
‘condition of onr firft parents in the creation, in their integrity e 
and innocency before their fal and corruption, while Gods N 
image imprinted on them remained perfe&,both in their Soules 
and Bodies ; fo that they had no teat blemifn or infirmity in 
their naked bodies,whereofthey might bee afhamed. 

Inthis their firft {tate ofinnoeency there are divers things men- 
tioned by Mofes, and hiftorically laid downe in this Hiltory.of 
the Creation, which are to bee unfolded imorder. 

The firft is the bleiling of fraitfulneffe , wherewith God I. 
bleffed them foone , as'hee had created them male and fc- 
male: This is laid downeinthefe words, And Ged blelfed them 
and faidunto them, Bee fruitfall and multiply, and replenifo the 
Beis, Fere i T T 5 aa — The. 
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214 Of the b!-hsino af frttfudieffe. 
2 The fecond is the power and dominion which God gave them 
-over the carth, and ova ati, living creatures in the water, aire, 
and earth: this is 11 the lalt words of the Verfe ; and fubduc it, 
and have damixios over the alfhes,fowles,and beafts. 

a. ‘The third thing is the bountifall gift of all herbes bearing 
feed, and of all fruits growing upon Trees ; which God gave to 
mankind for badily food, Verfe2y. And his free gift of green 
herbe or. grafle for meat to the birds, bealts,and creeping things, 
Verfe Zo), 

| 4 The fourth thing is the place of their habitation, the garden 
which Gad planted in Eden; this 1s defcribed ,Chap, 2. 7. and fo 
a-long tothe 16. Vere. = 

A The fifth thing, whichis the chiefeft ofall, and whichis firit 
ofall mentioned in the creation of Manand Woman;is the image 
of God in whichthey were both created: This requires a more 
large difcourfe for the underftanding ofit; and for that caufe 
I have deferred the handling of.ic to the lalt place next before 
the conclufion of the whole creation, even his viewing and ap- 
_ probation of every thing which hee had made for very good, 

lad downe, Verfe 31. | 
Of the The firft.is the bleffing of fruitfulneffe for the multiplica- 
une of sion and increafe of mankind, even to.the filling and replenifoing 
vefe of the Earth, and the fubduing of it. In defcribiog this bleffing 
ca Mofes doth her firlt lay downe the blefling ina general! word, 

faying, God bleffed them. i 

Secondly, hee fheweth more particularly wherein this blef- 
fing doth confit, to wit, in bodily fruitfulneffe for the inereafe 
of mankind,in thefe words, Be fruitfall and multiply. 

Thirdly, the aboundance of the blefling and large extent: 
of fruitfulneffe, evento the replenifoing of the Earth,and febduing 
of it. : : 

Firt, whereas God is faid to blefle them, the meaning is, 
that God gave them she gift of fruitfulueffe, fo ioone as hee 
had made them in his owne image male and female: For the 
Hebrew word whichis here ufed, figniticth firft and primarily 
to bow the kgee, or to kneels downe,as appeares, Gen. 24. 11.2 

Whitthe Chron. 6. 13.Pfalme 95.6. Dan, 6. 10, And because bowing 
word fige oftheknee is a kind of fabmittizg and applying of the body 1n 
nifetn. i r | kind- 
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kindnefie to fome perfon, to doe him fome kind and pleafing 
fervice, herenpon this word is tranflated and ufed in the Scrip-. 
tures to fignifie, Firt Gods applying of himfelfe to men, and I, 
‘asit were bowing downe fromthe kigh throne of his Majelty to 
fhew himfelfe kind unto them, by giving them many both 
earthly and fpirituall bleffings in this lifesyea,and himfelfe with 
all his goodnefle to bee their partion, and to make them fully 
bleffed in glory, Secondly , itisufed to {ignife mansapplying 2, 
of himfelfe to God ,by beading bes knees and his {pecch to prarfe | 
God and to laud and exto/l his name,and to render pleafizg thanks 
to his Majefty, and alfo one mans applying of his {pecch to ano- 
ther; and with bowed kaces to falute him, as Gen. 24. 60. and 
2 King. 4.29, Alfo theattion of Parents , pnvlike Minifters, 
and {uperiour Perfons whom God hath fet over others bowing 
downe towards them, and applying themfelves to them to 
with all bleflings unto them, and to. pronounce them d/effed of 
God, as Melchifedeck, bleffed Abraham, Gen. 14. and Ifuac bleffed 
Iacob, Gen. 27. and Iacob bleffed his Sons, Gen. 49, and Mofes 
bleffed Ifrael, “Dent. 33. In this place God is faid to -ffe rhem: 
that is,to apply himfelfe to them, and as it were bowing downe 
kmdly to give them a bleffing, But becaufe there are amay 
bleffingswhich God beftowes on men; Some are naturall, earth- 
ly and bedily bleffings ; Some heavealy ard fpiritwall; And God Bodily 
blefferh imen with bodily tleffings two wayes,and in a two-fold bleffings: 
re{pet; either by giving them gifts and abilities, as natural] of two 
wiledome and knowledge in their mindes; and ftrength and fts- | 
ability of body to doe fome nataralland morall worke; or elfe I. 
by affifting them inthe exercife of thofe gifts and abilities, and 3 
giving good iffuc and fuccefle unto them; as for example, ma- : 
king their wifedomeand knowledge effectuall, and giving good 
fucccfie to the actions of them ; and making the ftrength of 
“their bodies, and their appetite, and ations of generation fuc- 
ceflefill to the bringing forth and increafe of children. Now 
here wee are not to underftand any heavenly or {pirituall grace 
or gifts, but onely a natural, bodily, even ability and ftrengeh 
of body and of nature for procreation of children and pofterity 
withoatany defe& or inftmity, or any failing oftheir endea- 
yours, or fraftrating of theaction of generation : thus much 1s 

here 
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here meant in thefe words. And this appeares plainely in the 
next words, which thew in particular what this bleffing is 
even the bleffing of fruitfulneffe in procreation of children: 
And God faid unto them, Bee frustfall and multiply; Which in 
effe&, and in true fenfe and meaning is ail one as if Mofes had 
faid; And God almighty by the eternall) Word, his Sondid 
give unto them the bleffing of fruitfulneffe, even mutuall affe- 
ction for procreation, and ftrength and ability of body to pro- 
create and bring forth the fruite of the body, thatis, children 
in that image of God, in which they themfelves were made, 
and that according to their owne will and defire without 
failing, defe&, or infirmity. Here then wee fee this bleffing 
was a perfect naturall bleffing , even the perfect gift of pro- 
creation, for the multiplication and increafe of mankind. 
And thirdly, that it was ableffing of great meafure and aboun- 
dance, even ‘fruitfulneffe and ability to multiply mankind tothe 
repleni{bing of the earth,and /zbduing of it, the next words fhew: 
And replenifa the Earth, and fubdue it, The firft words, reple- 
nifh the Earth, doe plainely fhew, that God gave them the 
bleffing of fruitfulneffe, and ability to multiply mankind un- 
tillthe carth were filled with inhabitants of the children of 
men. And the other word, /abdwe st, fignifies not taking of 
the Earth into pofleffion by vielence and ftrong hand ; 
as the wordis uled, Nwm, 32; 22. Iof. 18. 1. 2 Sam, 8. 11. 
where countries are faid to bee fubdued by force of armes. 
Neither doth it fignifie fubduing ofthe Earth by forcing it te 
bring forth corne, herbes,and fruit trees by hard labour,manuring, 
and tillage: For, in thecreation, the Earth was made frui: fall 
of it felfe, and brought forth adoundance ofall herbes, plants, 
and trees, freely, without culture or labour of man forcing it; 
and there was no creature to refill mankind, and to keepe them 
out of pofleffion; butthe whole Earth was free for all men, and 
futlcient to fatisfie them with all things necdfull. But here 
it fignifies mens ixbabiting , occupying, aŭd poff-ffing of the 
Earth, and thatin fuch numbers and multitudes, as were then 
able to eat up the fruite of it, if man had ftood in innocency; 
and now are able fince mans fall, to tillit, and bring it into 


fubjection being curfed and made barren; fo that noregion or 
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country may lye defolate and barren without tillage and 
habitation of men, This isthe true fenfe and meaning of the 
words, i 

From whence wee learne 4. points of Do@trine: The firit, Dofir. t. 
That procreation of children in lawfull marriage, ts a fpeciall blef- Procrea- 
Jing and giftof God, given in the creation for the multiplication 10" of 
and increaje of mankind, My text here declares it to beea blef- Ha de 7 
fing, and other Scriptures confirme the fame, P/a/me 127, the eine 
Prophet David proclames children to bee an heritage which — 
cometh of the Lord, and the froste of the womb to bce his reward, 
Ynd the Man to bee happy who hato his quiver full of fucharrowes, 
which are like arrowes in the hand of the mighty Man., And Pfalme 
128. 3. hee faith, that this isa dleffing and bappinz[fe of the Alan 
which feareth God, and walkethinkiswayes, that his Wifets as a 
fruitfull vine by the fides of his houfz, avd his children like olive 

lants round about his table, And as e4braham the Father of 
the faithfull counted ita great defect, and want ofa fpeciall and 
principall outward bleffing, that hee did goe childle(fe, and God 
had given himmxe feed, Gen. 15. fo all Gods faithfull fervants 
did pray to God for iffueto themfelves ; and did wifhitas a 
great blefling to others whom they loves: as ayee ike inthe 
example of J/aac, Gen. 25. 21. who prayed to God for his 
Wife that fhee might bee fruitfull: Of ¢Vo/es, Dent. 1. 11. who 

rayed that Ifrael might bee multiplied a thoufand times more: 
Of the Elders and People of Bethlehem, who prayed that God 
would give ifue to Boaz of Rath, and encreafehis family like the 
family of Pharez; Ruta 4,11. Of Hanah the Mother of Sanynel 
t Sam.1, OF Zacharie and Elizabeth Luk 1. And all the godly 
Matrones,the Wives of the Patriarches, counted it their reproach 
among Women to bee barren, and a great bleffing to have chil- 
drenas wee feein Lasobs wives, Gen, 36,23. andby Hannahs 
teares, I Sam, l. 

This {erves firft to teach and admonifh all Men and Wo- z-a,- 
men to feeke it as a blefsing fromGod,and {0 to efteeme it,and to rye. 
render unto God thanks accordingly, as Hannah and Zacharie, | 
and tke bleffed virgins, as in their holy fongs moft evidently ap- 

careth. If Men and Women- could kave grace thus to dce, 
it would bee a fpeciall meanes to make them refpe@ their 
chil- 
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children, as great blefiings, and pledges of Gods favour: and 
to make them ftrive to devote and confecrate their’ children 
to God and his worfhip, and to traine them up to bee fit in- 
firuments of Gods glory, and pledges of their thankfulneffe to 
God, 
Secondly, it ferves to difcover the groffeerrour and herefy 
ofthe Afanicheans; who held that marriage and procreation of 
children was aworke of the Divell , as alfo of fome Popes of 
Syridw, Rome, who held marriage which is honourable among all, and the 
bed undefiled, as the Apoftleaffirmeth, Heb, 13. 4. tu beea worke 
of the fich, which makes men unpleafing to God. The Lord 
defpifeth not his owne ordinance; and marriage is ordained by 
him for increafe of mankind, as this Doctrine teacheth; and 
therefore the opinion of thefe Hereticks and Popes is erroneous 
and abominable. 
Dotty.2, Secondly wee hence learne, that as the bleffing of fruitful- 
Marriage pefe was given to all mankind in the creation ;: fo marriage, 
Sree for all hich God appointed for the increafe of mex on carth, isby the law 
+s of Ged, which is written in mans heart, and engravenin mans 
nature , free for all Menand Women, tombe God hath given abi- 
lity and fivengti of body fer procreation and fruitfulneffe , for in- 
creafe-of mankind, As the text here openly expreffeth fo 
mich, foin all the Scriptures wee have examples of holy men 
of all forts, even of Prieits and Prophets, not onely allowed, but 
alfo commanded by God to take Wives and beget children, as Ifaiak 
cap. 8. 3. Ezechiel chap. 24. Hofea chap. 1, And the Apoftls 
commends it as honorable in all, Hebr. 13.4. And the Apo- 
itles who were moft devoted to Chrift, and to his worke, did 
lead about Wives with them, 1 Cor. 9.5. Andalthough in times 
of great trouble and perfecution raifed up againft Chriftianity, 
Wives are a great burden, and breed much care and griefe to 
preachers of the Gofpell, efpecially who muft bee ready to 
run and flee whitherfoever God cals them; and therefore in fuch 
cafes the Apoftle, by reafon of the urgentand prefling zeceffity, 
holdeth it better for continentand chate Men and Women to 
remaine zamarried, 1 Cor, 7. 26. And our Saviour doth apptove, 
and well like it, in cafe when a mans heart and affection is fo 
extraordinarily taken vo with the love ofthe Kingdome of hea- 
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ven, that heeis like an Easach without any defire or affection 
of marriage , Matth. 19.12, Yet, wee have no word or pre- 

cept in all the Scripture to reftraine any Perfons ofany order 

or calling from liberty of marriage. Saint Panl affirmes that 

he and Barnabas had power and liberty in this kind, though they 

ufed jt not, (or.9. 5. l 

The confideration whereof ferves : Firit, to teach Men and Vet 
Women of all forts to maintaine and retaine that liberty which K 
God had given them from their firft creation, and to admonith 
them to beware, that neither Satanby his fuggeftions, nor any 
of his wicked intruments by their csunmingly deviled fables, 
ror any mifconceipt of their owne hearts, doe lay a seedlefe 
[hare upon their confciences , and pofiefle them with a falfe 
Opinion, concerning that liberty which God hath written in 
mans heart inthe ftate of innocency, which cannot bee taken 
away without violence offered to nature, They whe are thus 
inftructed and fully perfwaded, if they doe marrie, they may 
bave comfort in this affurance, that they arenot out of Gods 
high-way , neither inthis have fwerved from his perfect law, 
and rule of liberty. T£ they find many crofes inthe married life, 
yet let them know , that thcy are not cwrfes laid on marriage 
tor an unlawfulneffe of it. If they doe live fingle to avoid 
worldly cares, and to devote themfelves wholly to heavenly 
thoughts and fpirituall cares forthe Kingdome of heaven, they 
have more caufe to rejoyce and glory inthe aboundance of Gods 
fpeciall grace to them, in that hee hath given them an heart to 
fail? leffer bleflings for the gaining of greater, and bringing 
ofmore glory to God. 

Secondly, this theweth, that the Popes prohibitions of Priefts pga 
marriage, and the abfolute vowes of virginity and finglelife, Agung 
taught and impofed by the Churchof Rome, are curled and Popith vir- 
corrupt inventions of men, and déabolicall devices, yea dsmnable ginity and 
havefies, as the Apoftle calleth them, 1 Tim, 4. 1.and 3 Pet, 2,1, Vows 
For, though divers holy Men of God, to whom God gave 
power over their owne wils , and the gift of continency to ftand 
freadfaft ın their owne hearts have f{trongly refolved to keepe 
their virginity and to live fingle, that they might ap ply them 
{elves to the fervice of God and his Church with iar free. 
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dome from worldly cares, and have fteadfaltly held their re- 
folution,proving themfelves fuch as our Saviour and his Apoftle 
doe commend, Matth, 19.12, and I Cer.7. yet wee never 
readin Scripture, that they were commanded by God , or that 
they did bind themfelves voluntarily by an unchangable vow, Or 
under any execration to abftaine from marriage, and from pro- 
creation of childrem therein: but alwayes, without any abfolute 
neceflity impofed on them, remained at liberty to marry if jot 
occafion were offered. If our adverfaries objet, that. the law 
of nature muft give place tothe Evangelicall law, which hath 
greater promifes, and tends to lead men to fupernaturall and 
heavenly happinefle; and that for Chrifts fake and his Churches 
good wee muft renounce liberty of nature : I anfwere, that the 
Evangelicall law doth not offer violence to the law of nature; 
neither doth it abolish any part thereof; but rather doth perfett 
it, by giving men grace willingly to neglect naturall liberty for 
the gaining of abetter eftate: As for example, the law of nature 
requires that men love Fathers, Mothers, Wives, Children, 
and their owne lives , and gives them liberty to hold lands and 
houfes : but yet when the cafe fo ftands, by reafon of tyrannie 
and perfecution raging , thata man muft either forfake all thefe, 
or deny Chrift, and renounce Chriftian religion; here a man 
ought to forgoe all for Chrift, as the Gofpell teacheth: And yet 
the Gofpell never commandeth usto renounce Father, or Mo- 
ther, or Houfes, or Land, and the like, and to expofe our felves 
todeath, when we may, together with Parents,Wives,Children, 
and Life, itil cleave to Chriftand enjoy him for falvation; yea 
it were frenfie and fury forany Church to impofe lawes on men 
for the hating of Parents, Wives, and Children, forfaking honfes 
and lands, and giving themfelves to death voluntarily when 
there is no inevitable neceffity laid on them, but they may live 
good and faithfull Chrifiians, and yet love Parents, Wives, and 
Children, pofieffe lands andhoufes,and live in fafety. Wherefore, 
though wee highly commend them who more zealeufiy fol- 
low Chrift, and forfake the World, and make fmall account of 
naturall bleffings in comparifon of {pirituall , but doe as Saint 
Paul did who made the Gofpell free, and did not ufelawfall li- 
berty, and power: yet wee cannot but count them a 
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who tyrannize and lay cruell {nares upon mens confciences, 
and impofe lawes, and vowes upon themifelves, or others, to 
forfake, and renounce utterly their lawfull liberty, and to bind 
them by that law and vow which either they muft breake, or 
elfe fall into many wofull inconveniencies and abominable 
evils and mifchiefes, as wee fee inthe Popes lawes and vowes; 
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which have proved caufes and occalions of fecret Whoredomes , . 


ublike Stewes, many Rapes and Murders of innocents, to the 
taining and defiling of the whole Land. 


Thirdly, wehence learne, that our firft parents,in the ftate of 3. Dod. 


innocency, had in them both the attection and naturall degre 
to bring forth children, and to increafe mankind with all cen- 
venient {peed , God fo commanding them ; alfo they had all 
ftrength and ability of body to beget and bring forth, and 
there was in them no defect to hinder procreation for a mo- 
ment. 


The words of the text do plainely fhew this : And reafon Reaf1« 


grounded on other Scriptures proves it fully. Firft our firft pa- 
rents were created perfect in their kind, and God gavethem the 
bleffing of frnitfelneffe.Now where there are all natarall perfecti- 
ons and abilities accumpanied with Gods blefling, there can 


be no hinderance of procreation, or any failing-in any natural - 


a@tion ;therefore this Doétrine is manifeft, 


Secondly , all barreneffe and all multiplying and fruftrating Reaf.. 


of conceptions came in asa curfe for fin, and upon the fall of our 
firft parents, as the Lord himfelfe fheweth , Gen.3.16. There- 
fore there was no place for it in the {tate of innocency. | 
This ferves to admonish us all fo often as we {ce barren- 
neffeinmen and women, and mifcarrying wombes, and dry 
breafts ; to remember our fin and fall in our firft parents, and 
to grieve for our corruptions derived from them,and to hum- 

ble our {elves under Gods hand. i 
Secondly,to perfwade us, and to make us fee and beleeve ; 
that our firít parents did not ftand long in their integrity and 
ftatc of pure nature ;yea,that theydid not lodge therein one night 
as the Pfalmift fpeakes, P/al.49.12, For reafon and common ex- 
erience do teach us,that mandoth readily and without anydelay 
follow his will,and the affections which are moft naturall in him; 
Q 3 —— fe 
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fo foone as reafon permits; now the affection and defire of 


Detir. 4. 


procreation is moft naturall,asall people of underftanding do 
know, and the learned do grant ;and his will muft needs be. 
acknowledged flrongly bent and inclined to it,becaufe God had 
commanded them to multiply and replenifh the earth; and there 
was no reafon moving man to reftraine his will and afte@tion, but 
onely till hehad viewed the garden wherein God had placed 
him, confidered the trees and fruites of it,and received Gods 
commandement of abftaining from the forbidden tree,all which 
muft needs bedone before the end of the fixth day. And if 
man inthe ftate of innocency had kpownxe his Wife , fheehad 
without faile conceived a feed pure witbont fin, and had brought 
forth children ss Gods image perfect and upright ; wherefore 
they did without doubt fallin the end of the fixth day, as I (hall 
more fully prove hereafter. 

Fourthly, wee hence learnes; That it is Gods will revealed 


The whole from the beginning, and his ordinance and law given in the 
earth given creation, that the Earth and every part of it fhould bee free for 


to Man. 
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any man to poffefle and inhabitit, untill it bee fully replenithed 
with fo many menas are able to fubdue it by cating up the fruit 
thereof. This text teacheth plaincly this point, by fhewing 
that one end for which God bleffed Man and Woman with 
fruitfilnefle, was , that they might replenifh the Earth, And to 
the fame purpofe, the P/almif (peaketh fully P/azne 115. 10, 
The heavenand heaven of heavens ts the Lords , but the Earth hath 
hee given to the children of men: and Dent, 32.8, itis faid, that 


‘God hath divided the Earth to bee the inheritance of the Sous of 


Adam. This truth the curfed Canaanites acknowledged by the 
lightof nature, and therefore they fuffered Abraham Ifaac, and 
Jacob to fojourne in their Land , and there to live with all their 
families, to feed their cattell, to digge wels, and to fow corne, 
and were fo farre ftom driving them out, while there was 
roome enough, and they lived peaceably among them, thar 
they entered into league with them, Gen. 14.13, and 21,27. and 
26. 23. 

Firft, this ferves to cleare that doubt, and to decide that que- 
ftion and cafe of confcience which is much controverted among, 
godly and learned divines, and agitated in thefe dayes, to wit, 
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whether it bee lawfull, to fend people, and to plant colonies Ofleadin 
inthe vaft countries of the weft-Indies, which are not reple- Colonies 
nifhed with men able to /ubdue the Earth, and to till its Ifwee into othe 
beeSons of Adam the whole Earth is free for us, fo longas it ?* 

is not replenifhed with men and fuddued, The anctent {trageling 
inhabitants or any other, who have taken poffeflion before, 

they have right to fo muchas they arc able to replenith and fub- 

due, and bring under culture andtillage; and no other people 

have right to di/pa/feffeandexpellthem, orto ai/guice them in 

their pofleffion, or any way to dae injury and offer violence to 

them, except they have fuch a commiffion and warrant as God 

gaveto the Ifraeclites to expell the Canaanstes, but it is lawfull 

for any Sons of Adam by the law, which God gave in the crea- 

tion (as this Doctrine {hewes ) to poffefle and inhabite the vafi 

places, and to fubdue the barrenuntilled parts. And much more 

may true Chriftians, who bring the Gofpell of falvation and 

word of life among them, bya fecond right in Chrift, fettle 
theméelves there, and maintaine their potfeflion of thefe lands 

which they have replenifhed and fubdued by culture and tillage; 

and fo long asthey doe their endeavour to convert them to 

Chrift by the preaching of the Cofpel], and to make them par- 

takers of the bleffing in him the promitea fied, they defers e 

to bee received with all honour of thofe favages who come 

by this meanes to owe themfelves to them, Wherefore, Let no 

man bee ferupulous inthis kind; but proceed with courage in 

fuch plantations , and with confidence of good fuceeffe, and 
blefiing from God. 

Secondly , it difcovers great iniquity and injufticeindivers Ve 2) 
forts of men. Firft,in them who having gotten the firlt pofef- Aganit 
fion in fome corner of fome great continent and large region, three forts 
do challenge the whole to,themfelves as their proper right being 0f™en. 
no way able toreplenifh and fubdueit; and by force fecke to T 
keepe out all other pcople who come to live as neighbours 
peaceably in places neare unto them, for whom there is roome 
enough, nd more land then they can fubdue and seplenith. 
Secondly , in them who think it lawfull for themfelves to 3; 
invade countries replenifhed with men and fubdued, and by 


force to expell or bring in {ubje@tion the old inhabitants with- 
Q 4 out 


(224 God gave man Dominion over the creatures, 


out expreffe warrant from God; as the Spanyards did depo- 
pulate many great countries in emerica, and root ont and 
deftroy the naturall inhabitants. Thirdly, in them whostake 
poflefiion of landsto the ftraitning of the natives; which the 
naturall inhabitants without their helpecan {ufficiently reple- 
nith, and iubdue, and bring under tillage. In thefe cafes there 
is great injuitice, and wrong offered to Gods law, which re- 
quires that as we would,that men fhould doe to us, fo we fhould 
doe to them, and ufeno other dealing: and they who thus tranf- 
greffe the bonnds which God hath fet in dividing the earth to 
all Nations and People, cannot juftly hope for Gods bleffing 
wpon them. 

II. The next thing afterthe bleffing of fruitfulneffe, is the Lord- 
Dominion fhip, rule, and Dominion, which God gaveto man over all living 
overall creatures; and that isin thefe words, Verfe 28. And have Domi- 
living creas sion ever the fif of the Sea, and the fowles of the are, and the beafts 
E” ofthe Earth, ec. For our full underftanding whereof wee are 

toinquire, and fearch out: Firlt, what things are neceflarily ree 
quired in perket Dominion and Lerdfhip over the creatures. 
Seconsly , the divers degrees of it. Thirdly.ia what degree Do- 
Requifites minion over the creatures was given to man. Concerning 
eit the firk, Therearcfoure things required to perfe& Dominion 
and Lordihip over the creatures; twoin the Lord and Ruler, 
and two in the creature ruled and made fubje&. Inthe Lord 

z. and Ruler thereisrequired, Firlt, Power and abslity to order, 
rule, and difpofe according to his owne minde, will and pleafure, 

2. in all things, the creatures ruled by him. Secondly, a true 
bw toufe and difpofe them according to hisowne will and 
sleature. . 

z š In the creature there is alfo required : Firft, a difpofition fit- 
neffe, and inclination ro ferve his Lord and Ruler,and to yeeld 
to him inall things whatfoever hee fhall thinke fit. 

4, Secondly, a bond of duty, by which hee is bound.to obey his 

“" Lord, and ferve for his ufe, and neceffarily to yeeld to him in all 
things. All thefe things are neceflarily required in perfect 
Lordfhip and Dominion: And wherefoever all thefe are found 
to concurre in the higheft degree , there is moft perfec& De» 
srinigp,, aad where they atcinadefier dagoe silias a bar 
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inferiour Dominion; and where any of thefe faileth or is wan- 
ting, there the Lordfhip and Dominion faileth and is imper- 
fect: As for example; The Lord God, as hee isalmighty and 
omnipotent , fo hee hath abfolute power in and of himtelfe, and 
all ability to order, and difpofe, and rule every creature as hee 
himfelfe will: And as he is Lebovah, the author of all being, who 
hath his being, and is that which hee is abfolutely of bim/elfe 
without beginning , and doth create and give being zə al? other 
things, fo heehath abfolute right toufe and difpofe all creatures 
according to his owne mind and will; and in thefe refpedts hee 
is abfolutely called the Lord; and is abfolute Lord even in this: 
confufion of the World and all things therein ; -as over all other 
creatures, fo over the rebellious Divell and all his wicked in- 
ftruments; and hath abfolute power to deftroy them, or to make 
of them, even contrary to their difpofition, what ufe he will. 
And becaufe in the creation God made all things good and per- 
fectin their kind and nature, according to his owne will and 
wifedome, and every creature as it was good in the nature and 
kind of it; fo was it moft fit & inclinable to ferve for theufe unto 
which the Lord appointed it in the creation: and as it was the 
worke of the Lords owne hand by him brought into being out 
of nothing, fo there wasa bond of duty laid upon it to obey 
the Lords word, and to yeeld to his will without any refiftance 
or reluétation, And in thefe refpefts Gods Dominion and 
Lordfhip was not onely moft abfolute overall creatures, but 
alfo moft [weet and lovely unto them ; evena moft loving and 
fatherly rule of God over them, and a moft free and voluntary 
{ubjeétion and obedience of them to him, and to his will in all 
things. 

But now,ever fince the fall and rebellion of the Divell againft 
the light, and the fall and corruption of man, and the contafion 
which thereby came into the World; Though Gods power and: 
right ftand moft abfolute and unchangeable like himfelfe, 
and hee both can and doth moft jultly over-rule the Divell and 
all creatures which are moft corrupt and malicious, and makes 
even their enmity ferve for his glory, and for the communion of 
his goodneffe more fully to his ele&: yet this power and right he 
exercifeth not in that loving and fatherly manner over the rebel- 
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lious and difobedient creatures;but by jult violenceand coaétion; 
by neceflity and ftrong hand forcing and compelling them 
to doeand worke, and to faffer and yeeld unto, and ferve for 
thatute, which they would not and from which they are molt 
averie, ‘ 
` And becaufe no other Lords have any fuch power or right 
ever any creature, bug all their power, and right is’given them 
by God, and is but an image and fhadow of his right and power; : 
therefore their Dominion is sot abfolute and moff perfect; but 
fecondary and inferiour, depending upon Gods will, power , and 
pleafure. Thefe things propoied as grounds and foundations, 
wee may ftom them eafily obferve divers degrees of Lordthip 
and Dominion. ` 
The firft and higheft Lordfhip and Dominion, which is moft 
abfolute over all creatures is thatof God, which, in refpeé& of 
Gods power and right cannot bee increafed or diminiihed at 
all: For, as hee hath right,to doe with all creatures what hee 
will , becaufe they are his owne, and hee gives them all their 
being ; fo he hath power as he is omnipotent,cither to incline or 
to inforce them to doe his pleafure and toferve for whatufe 
hee will. The Angels in heaven and Saints glorified and made 
perfedt,and all creatures in the ftate of innocency,as in duty they 
are bound to {erve and obey God ; fo they have in them a fitnefle 
and inclination to ferveand obey his will in all things to the vt- 
moft of their power; and therefore this Dominion over them is 
lovely and amiable, and is paternum imperinm,a fatherly Tule and 
Dominion over them. But the Divels, and wicked men, and 
allcreatures corrupted are froward and rebellious ; and his rule 
and Dominion over them is, in refpet of them, violent and 
compulfive sand as a King he forceth them to doe what hee will, 
and compels them to ferve for whatufe hee will, and juftice 
requires it fhould tee fo, l 
The fecond Degree of Dominion. is, whena Lord hath both 
power and right to rule over creatures, and they have an incli- 
mation and &tnefle to ferve and obey ; but all thefe are froma 
faperiour Lord, giving this power and rightto the one to rule, 
and difpofing and binding the other to ferve and obey, ' 
This delegated Lordíhip and Dominion, is ejther unlimited , 
or 
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or limited. Valimited is that which is not confined to fome 
creatures, but is extended over all things in heaven and in earth; 
and it is a power and right to make them all ferveand.obey him 
inall things, whatfoever hee will. This ##/smited Dominion 
is given onely to Chrilt as Mediatour; who as hee 1s man per- 
fonally united to God, ahd in his humane nature hath perfe@ly 
fulfilled the will of God, overcome all powers of darknefle, 
fatisfied Gods juftice , and redeemed the World, is exalted to 
Gods right hand, as David foretold , Pfalme 110. 1. and hath 
all power in Heaven and in Earth given unto him, Matth. 28,18. 
and hath a name given him above all names, even the name and: 
title of the Lord Chrift, fothat inand at his name all knees mutt 
bow, both of things inheaven , and things in earth and things. 
under the carth, that is all muft either voluntarily as they are 
bound in duty, give all obedience and honour to him, and pray 
humbly in his name to God ; or by*his power bee forced and 
compelled to bow under himasa ludgeand yeeld to his will, 
Philip. 3. 10. 11. 

Limited Dominion is not over all creatures , but onely over And limi- 
creatures ofthe inferiour World fiih, fowles, and beafts; nci- ted. 
therisita right and power given to that Lord and Ruler to doe: 
with the creatures what hee will, andea nfe them as hee li- 
fteth; but oncly to make them obey and ferve him fo frre as the 
fuperiourLord doth thinke them fit and convenient for his ufe,& 
for his prefentftate & condition.This dmsitedLordfhip & d:legated 
Dominion doth vary and alter together with the ftate and con. 
dition of him to whom it is given; andit is fometimes, and in 
fome Perfons greater, and in fomeleffer; according to their fe- 
verall {tates and conditions, and their feverall difpofitions and 
behaviour towards the fupreme Lord, towhom all power and 
Dominion doth abfolutely belong over all creatures, This Her 
indeed is the Dominios which God in this text gave to our bas 
firt, and in them to their pofterity. This Dominion is limited 
tofifbes, fowles, beafts, creatures living onearth, asthe words of 
the text plainely fhew. Secondly , while man continued in 
his innocency and integrity, ashe had power & ability given, 
and continued to him to rule, order and difpofe all thofe crea- 
tures aright in allthings ; fo hechadateue right and intersttin 
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them given and continued by God. Thirdly, as there was ¢ 
boxd of duty laidby God on thefe creatures to obey man and to 
yeeld tohis uptight will: fo there was a di/pofition, inclination . 
and fitneffe in them to obey man in all things which hee 
in his wifedome thought fit : And therefore this Ruleand Do- 
minion it may bee called domsinivm paternum, a fatherly, loving 
and {weet Dominion and Rule of man over them. But this 
Rule and Dominion being forfeited by man, and loft by mans 
finand fall, together with his owne life and welbeing, is no 
more to bee challenged or ufurped by man, or by any ofhis po- 
fterity , but onely fo farre as itis reffored by Chrif who is the 
heire of all things, and the onely begotten Son, by whom the 
Father madeall things, and by whom, as by the Lord creatour 
with himfelfe, hee gave this Dominion to man, created in his 
image, Now this Dominion, Chrift hath reftored to men in 
divers and feverall degrees, as they differ in {tate and condition. 

Firlt, to the elect and faithfull Chrift hath purchafed and 
procured , that they, as they are his membersunited to him, and 
adopted to bee children of Godin him, fhould havea right and 
intereft in all things, zot oncly on earth but alfoin heaven; fo that 
they may make ufeofall things fo farre as they ferve to helpe 
and further themin the way-co heaven, and to the fruition,of 
God; fo muctris teltified , 1 Gor, 3. 21, 22. where the Apoftle 
faith, all things are yours: whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or 
the World, or life, or death, or things prefent, or things to come, all 
are yours,and yee are Chrifts,and Chrift is Gods. aa 

Over the creatures on earth they have that Rule and Do- 
minion given whichis mentioned in my text; but with fome 
difference,as may appearein divers particulars, 

Firft, Adam had rule over them onely to order them, and 
make ufe of them for contemplation and delight: 

Secondly, Adam had Rule and Dominion over them allin 
his owne Perfon ; but the ele have now a generallright to all, 
but not a /peciall right, every man inhis owne Perfon, to cveng 
living creature: They may make ufe of all living creatures which 
come within their fight and knowledge, to contemplate on 
them; but they may not take into their poffeffion,nor kill,eat, and 
take {py ile ofany but fuch as are wholly loofe from other = 
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and which God by lawful! meancs gives and puts into their 
hands. 

Thirdly, as Adam had power and ability to call and come 
mand all living creatures; {o they had an inclination and difpo- 
fttion to obey him. But the elect have not that naturall power 
and ability, nor the creatures that inclination; becaufe of the 
vanity and corruption, which fill rematnes until the full ve- 
demption come, and all things bee reftored, znd all creatures de- 
livered from bondage of corruption, and reftored to the gloriozes 
liberty of the Sons of God,Rom,8. 21. S0 muchas God in his wife- 
dome findes fit for man in this eftate of grace, fo much power 
over the creatures hee giyes to him; and fo much inclination 
and fitnefle tothe creatures, j 

Secondly, to men unregenerate , Chrift hath purchafed and hd 
procured a kind of common and fecondary Right and Domi- 
nion over the creatures; thatis, both power and liberty to ufe 
them, fo farre as they {erve for the common weale and order 
of the World, and the benefit of theelect. Some have poffeffion 
given them, and power over the creatures, that they may live, 
and grow ,and continue in being till the time of their conver- 
fion and regeneration, when they fhall have a true interek in 
Chrift, ard to all things’in and through him. some wicked 
men, not elect, have them lent of God; and Chrift hath procured 
that they fhould have the ufe and poffeffion of them, either for 
the good of rhe elec? who liveamong them,or the benefit of their 
ele fucceffors and chofen pofterity which naturally (hall come 
of ther, and to whom they fhall bee inftruments of naturall 
being. So long as unregenerate ‘men have pofleifion of crez- 
tures cither given by men, or gotten by indultry, labour and 
other meanes which are not civilly and naturally unlaw fall, 
fo long they have Dominion over them, and power to ufe 
them joyned with civil right, which Gods law allowes by the 
procurement of Chriftand for his fake, I havea little digrefled, 
and gone beyond my boundsin fpeaking of this Ruleand Do- 
minion as itis re{tored by Chrift, for that is proper to theftate 
of grace; and not tobee handled under the creation. It is dz- 
minium regium, regall Dominion, Or rather in part tyrannicall and 
violent, inrefpect of the ercatures which are naturally fo pn ie 
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fromit, and their native inclination is quite againft it, in fome 
nicdfre and degree, 

The third thing next in order after Dominion, is the food: 
which God allotted both to manand to other living creatures 
on earth in the ftate of innocency, exprefied Ver/e 29, 30, Ihave 
given you every herbe, bearing feed, which is upon Barth, and ever 
eres in which ts the fruit of a tree yeelding Seed; to you it [hall bee 
or meat. 30. And to every beaft, fowle, and creature living on 
carth, I have given greene herbe for meat, and it was fo. Now iere 
wee cannot underitand the creating of herbes, trees,and grafie, 
fit for the ufeof man and other living things; that is rehearfed, 
Verfe 25. Nor Gods bare direftion of men and beafts to eat of 
thede; nor anaturall appetite and inclination given to Man, and 
other creatures to affect and defire thefe things: but the words 
doe exprefle thus much, that God the Creatour is the onely 
Lord, and all power and right is in him to difpofe and give 
them, and the ufe ofthem; and man and beafts had norightto 
the herbes trees fruits and graffe but of the free gift of God. The 
°F, I give, or have given, doth fully exprefic a free gift, In 
that hee faith, that herbes, bearing feed, and-trces yeclding fruit, 
foall beeto mankind for meat. and greene herbeor graffe fhall bee 
meat to the benflsy and fowles, and creeping. things which live on 
earih; This fhewes, that man in inmecency was to feed onely 
on fuch things, and as yethee had noother meat allowed, and 
other living creatures didall feed on graffe, Hereby alfo itis 
manifeft, that all herbes, bearing feed, and all fruits of trees 
were wholfome food for man,and all green graffe for all 
other living creatures which move on the face of the earth: 
Otherwife God would not have given them to man and other 
creatures for meat. From the words thus opened, wee may 
obferve fome profitable intiructions. 

From allthe words joyntly together, which fhew the Domi- 
nion Which God gaye to man,and the food which he allowed both 
to man and other creatures; Wee may learne, that God is 
the onely abfolute and fupreme Lord ofall creatures, and no 
creature hath right to rule over others, or to meddle one with 
another; but, by Gods free gift, our meat, our drink, and what- 
foever wee have in this World, God gives it freely to us; and 
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dome, power, knowledge, and ability to rule the creatures, and 
their fitneffe and inclination to obey him, had intituled him fuf- 
ficiently, and given hima true right, there had beeneno need 
of Gods giving this Dominion; and fo if his appetite to herbes 
and fruits,and their fitnefle to feed and delight him, and the 
concord betweene the appetite of living creatures, and the 
greene grafic had giventhem a true right to it, what need had 
there beene ofthis gift, and that God fhould fay, Behold [give 
to you every herbe and fruit for meat? exc, Inthat therefore thefe 
two are here recorded as free gifts. of God, this do@rine 
flowes naturally from hence.. And this is aboundantly con- 
firmed by other Scriptures, as Gen, 14, 19. where Melchifedeck, 
Gods high and royall Prieft, in blefling Abraham, cals God rhe 

offefosr of Heaven and Earth; that is, fuch a Lord as kolds in 
fis hand and poffeffion by an abfolute right, Heaven and Earth, 
and allthat is inthem, fo that none hath any right to any thing 
in them, but of his free gift; And Deut. 10, 14, itis faid, that 
the Heaven, and the heaven of heavens ts the Lords, the Earth alfo 
with all that therein is, Alo Pfalme 24. 1. the Earth is faid 
to bee the Lords, andthe fulneffc thereof: the round World and they 
shat dwell therein; and Pfalme 50. 12, the beafte of tle fi:/d, yeas 
and the whole World ws mine faith the Lord, the fame alto is te- 
{tified Pfalme 89. 11. and Iob 41, 11. And Job confeffeth 
thatallthat hee had was Gods to give and take away: at his plea- 
fire; Job 1, 21.We have alfoa {trong argument to prove this from 
the quit-rent which God requires, and men are bound to pay 
to God , and to whom hee affignes it in teftimony of their 
homage, and that they poffeffe nothing, but of his gift as te- 
fants at will, that is, the tythes of the fruite of the Land, and 
ofthe Cattell, and ofall increafe, all are the Lords quit-rent and 
were paid to God by all the faithfull, even to his Prielts and 
Minifters who Minifter before him, and have him for their 
portion, Levit. 27. 30. Gen. 14,30,and 28. 22.and Num, 18, 
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have they caufe to complaine, becanfe they doc not acknowledge 
him their Lord, nor pay due rent, nor doc homage to him by 
honouring him with their wealthand fubftance. It is held to 
beeno wrong, but juftand lawfull for earthly land-Lords to 
feaze into their owne hands, and take away from their tenants 
the houfes, lands and farmes-for which they wilfullyrefufe to 
pay the due rent, and wilfully deteine it; much more is it juftice 
m God,the chiefe and abfolute Lord of all the earth and the crea- 
tures therein, to calit men ont of thofe honfes and lands, and to 
deprive them ofall their increate and revenues, for which they 
refule to pay their due homage tythe and quit-rent to him, 
and to his Minifters and Servants, whombhes hath affigned to 
receive them for his ufe and fervice, 3 

Secondly, this adimonifheth us to, acknowledge, that all wee 
have is Gods, and all our heufes, lands, goods, and riches, are 
but his talents lent to us to bee employed, as for our owne be- 
nefit; fo for his glory chiefely, and the good of his Church. Alfo 
it july ferves to inciteand ftirre us up torender thanks, praife, 
and due fervice to him for all, and to pray to him daily fora 
bleffing on our meat, drinke and all neceflaries , and to begge 
at his hand the free ufe of his. creatures, and a true right unto 
them. ae 

Thirdly, it ferves to thew Gods great mercy, bounty and fa- 
therly indulgence to us,in {offering us to have and enjoy fo many 
bleflings and good creatures, which wee have forfeited by 
our finnes and doe daily forfeit by not ufing them aright, but 
abufing them, and neglecting to pay atenth at leaft for our quit- 
rent to God; yea, and all or the moft part, if hee requires it at 
our hands for the neceffity of his Church and the maintainance of 
his truth. I feare,and juftly fufpect,thatif we examine our felvesy 
few willbee found among us not deeply guilty in this kind; 
as many other wayes, fo efpecially tor facrilegious detaining 
of tythes and due maintenance, which God hath feparated to 
himiclfé for the upholding of his publike worfhip, and the 
preaching of his word, and continuing of a learned and faithfull 
Jaborious miniftery in his Church. 

Secondly , wee hence learne, thatin the ftate of innocency 
man had no power over living creatures to kill, tind cat them; 
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Neither did one beat devoure another and feed on his fief ; 
but the food of man was onely herbes and fruits of trees ; and 
the food of beafts and birds was the greene herbe and graffe 
of the field, the words yfthe text {hew this plainely. And other 
Scriptures intimate fo much, that in the {tate ofinnocency lyons 
and cther ravenous beafts did live on grajfe, and no creatures 
did hart one another, as Z/a. 11, 6,7, aud 65. 21. wherethe 
Prophet defcribing the abonndance of peace which {hall bec 
inthe Church in the moft flourtfhing and happy times of the 
Gofpell , and fetting it forth by the {tate of innocency faith, 
that the Wolfe and the Lambe, the Leopard and the Kid, the young 
Lyon, Calfe and Fatling, and the Cow and the Beare fhall dwell 
and feed, and lye downe together; and the Lyon foall eat grafe or 
firaw like an Oxe or Bullocke , and they fhall not hurt, nor deftrey 
én all Gods holy mountame; that is, men fhall notkilland cat up 
beafts, nor beafts one another. And indeed it is mot manifelt, 
that death entered into the pyorld by fin and mans fall, Gen, 2.17. 
and death came upon all by mans fis, Rom. 5. 12. and that 
the corruption, vanity and confufion, which is among the crea- 
tures, did proceed and iffue from the fame roote, Rom. 8.20, 
And they. had never groancd under the killing knife and {laugh- 
ter, ifman had not finned and brought them into that /wdjelion 
to vanity. ana 
Thisthewes, that mans eftate, wherein God created him Vier 

was a moft fweet and happy eftate, full of joy, peace, delight and i 
contentment; and manhad no want, nor any thing w hich hee 
could diflike; but all meanes to make him thankfull to God, and 
joyfullbefore him. The meat and food of man, and ofallliving 
creatures was fuch as the earth brought forth in aboundance 
by Gods bleffing without labour; they needed not to feeke it 
by toile and travell; it was plentifull every where, and they 
had variety of all things which might give them content; 
there was no death, not fo much as of a creeping thing; no hurt, 
nor killing, no crying nor groaning under vexation; no cove- 
ting, fnatching and ravening ,every creature had enough, And 
yet man by Satans temptation afpired higher, and fo did fall 
into want mifery and bondage to death, His fall was of the 
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therefore wee cannot now under this corruption expe@ any 
{teadfatt fatisfa@ion and contentment inthis World, now over- 
runne with confufion, nor in any worldly thing, Letus abhorre 
our owne unfatiable defires , and watch over our wandring 
hu(ts, and ftrive to keepe them under, left they make us further 
{tray from the right wayes of God,and plunge us deepe into pera 
dition. , 
Secondly , this {erves to fhew , that with Gods favour and 
bleffing, and to man fober,temperate, and ofa good conftitution, 
the herbes, corne, and fruits of the Earth, and trees, area fatis- 
fying nourifoment for this prefent life. It is not fih nor Ach, 
aor all the dainties and forced dithes of the World, which 
can fo nourifh and ftrengthena man, as herbes and fruit could 
have nourifhed our firft parents in imnoceney. It is not there- 
fore by breador any rong meat,.that any man can Zive or doth 
live, but by the word which cometh from the mouth of God, by 
that mans meat is bleffed to him and. made a refrefhing nouri- 
fhing and living food unto him. T 
Thirdly , in that all herbes, bearing feed, and all trees yeelding 
fruite, are here faid to bee given by God as fit meat to nourifh 
man , and all: greene herbe or grafe to other creatures; Hence 
wee learne, that all fruits of all trees, and all sherbes bearing 
feed, were wholefome meat for man, and all greene graffe to 
beafts in the {tate of innecency, All poifon and. unwholefome 
quality,tafte and {mell in herbes, plants, trees, and graffe, which 
hurt man, or beat, came into the World by fin, andare bitter 
fruits cf mans falland tranfgreffion, and of the curfe which his 
difobedience brought upon the earth. For all whatfoever God 
made, was good in it felfe and evill and hurtfill to none; And 
if all herbes, trees, and graffe had not teene good, wholefome 
and pleafant, God would not have given them for meat to man, 
or any living creature, TA 
The confideration of this point is of good ufe to keepeus 
from murmuring and grudging againft God, as if hee had crea- 
ted the poifon of herbes, and unwholefomnefle of fruits, upon 
which men and other creatures furfeiteven unto death and de- 
ftraction, So often as wee fce any fuch thing happen and come 
to paffe, or difcerne any ill quality, tate and fmell in halip A 
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unfufficiency in fruits and herbes to nonrith, and fee living crea- 
cures killed, and their flefh eaten for neceflity of mans nouri- 
ment, ‘let it put usin minde and remembrance of our fia and 
fallin our firlt Parents, from that integrity wherein wee and 
all other things were created. Letus bee athamed of our dif 
obedience which makes the ground curfed unto us, Letths 
groanes of beafts {laine for us, and their bloud fhed and poured 
out with ftrugling, and with cryes and fighes: Letthe fowre- 
nefle of wildegrapes, the loathfome {mell and bitterneffe of 
fome herbes, and fruits , and the poifonoffome plants, all and 
every one {mite us with the fightof our naturall corruption, 
and make us loath our finnes , and figh and groane under the 
burden ofthem, and labour to fuddue corruptions, and put away 
our finnes by repentance. 

The fourth thing, which I have propounded to bee confide- IV. 
red after the creation of man, is the place of his habitation Mans hae 
in the ftate of integrity , that is deferibed by Afofes in the Ditstion in 
fecond Chapter from the feventh verfe to the fixteenth. the lates 

end the Lord, God planted a garden Eaffward in Eden, and Gen 27H 
there hee put the mankind which bee had formed, 9. And out of the 
groundthe Lord God made togrom every tree pleafant to fight and 
good for food, the tree of life in the midjt of the garden, and the tree 
of kuowledze of good and evill, 10. And a river went out of Eder 
to water the garden, and from thence it was parted, and became into 

fower heads, Gc, 

In thedefcription, asitis here laid downe by ALofes, wee 
may obferve two maine things. 

The firft,thatGod beforehand provided a place of pleafant habi- 
tatiow, and of exercife for mankind; and fo fooneas the male and 
female were formed, he placed them therein. This is plainely at- 
firmed, Vere 8. whereitisfaid, God planted a garden; and Verf 
15. God put man into it to dreffe and keep it, 

The {cond is a plaine defcription of the place in the 8, Ferf, 
and fo along to the 15. Ver/e. 

eit the defcription it felfe , wee may obferve divers notable 
things. 

Firlt , that the place of mans habitation was mof plea/unt; 
a garden, that is aplotot ground chofen out for pleature and 

he @ i fruit- 
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fruitfulneffe , planted and beautified with all both goodly and 
fruittull trees and plants. j 
Secondly, that it waschofex and planted by Godhimfelfe, and 
repared and made ready for man, that fo foone as they were 
orimed, hes and the Woman might bee put into it. 

Thirdly, that this garden was {cituate in Eden, that is,a region 
and country moft pleafant; forin the Hebrew text the name 
Ty, fignifies pleafure and delight, 

Fourthly, itis faid to bee Eaftwardin Eden,and that in atwo- 
fold refpet: Firlt, becaufe being is Eden it was Eaftward 
from Canaan the Land of the [/raelites, for whom Mofes wrote 
this Hiftory, and gave it to them, when they were come into 
the borders of the Land, and had taken poffeffion of Bafhan 
and Gilead. Secondly, becaufe it was planted in the Eaft-fide of 
Eden towards the Sun-rifing, which is commanly the moft plea- 
fant place for fcituation. That Eden was Eaftward from Canaan 
in the land of Mefopotamia towards Babylon, it is manifelt by 
this , becaufe Euphrates was the river which went out of Eder, 
and watered the garden: and Expbrates russ through the coun- 
try of Mefopotamia clofe by Babylon, which country when Ia- 
cob journed unto from Canaan , hee is faid to come into the 
land of the people of the Eaft, Gen, 29. 1. That the garden was 
onthe Eaft-fide of Eden; it appeares evidently by this,.that the 
river which watered the garden, did run through Eden Eaffward 
towards Afyriah and Babylon in one ftreame or great river, 
and whenitcametothe gardex it was parted and became foure 
ftreames or chanels ; one of which, to wit, that which runs by 
Babylon retaines the name of the maine river,and is called Ex 
phrates,as appeares Verfe 14, 

Fifthly , this gardes is defcribed by the commodities of it: 
Firft, it had init every kind of tree both pleafant to the fight; 
both the goodly Cedar whichis faid to havebeene inthe gardez 
of the Lord, Exch. 31,8 and alfo good for food, thatis, all 
trees yeelding fruit, Secondly, it had init two fpeciall frait- 
trees, which were of fingular ufe ; the tree of /ife, and the tree of 
kxowledge of good and evil!, Thirdly, it was watered with a 
river which went out of Eden, that is, proceeded out of the #e/t 
part. of Eden , and watered it by dividing it {elfe into fore fe- 
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a ae 
verall ftreames which did run through feverall parts of the 
garden, to moilten the ground, and to cherifh the roots of the 
trees: after which parting of the ftreames and running through 
feverall parts of the garden, not by any lavour or art of man, = 
but by Gods appointment fo ordering and difpofing them, 

they did not meet againe nor gather themfelves into one cha- 

nell ; but ran apart from thence, and were parted, and became 

foure heads or f{treames running in foure chanels into feve- 

rall parts of the country, and into feverall lauds called by feverall 
names. 

The firt here megtioned is Pihon, which takes a compaffe The rivers 
tothe land of Havilah, whichis a countrie bordering upon the '""*- 
upper part ofthe Perfian Gulfeit was fir inhabited by Havilas = * 
the Son of Cua, and by his pofterity ; it borders on that part 
of Arabia which Zhmaels pofterity inhabited, which wee call 
Arabia deferta, For weeread ,.Gex, 25, 18. that they dwelt 
from Havilah to Shur, that is,in Arabia deferta; and when Saul 
was fent. to flay the Amalekites,hee {mote them from Havilah 
as thou goef to Shur, 1 Sam. 15.7. thatis, along the coafts of the 
Tfsmaelites. In this land of Havilah, the text faith there is good 
gold, and Bdcliuns, that is,a tree which yeeldsa whitith gum, 
and alfo there is Onyx-/tone. f 
saThe fecond river, in Mofes dayes, was called Gihons andit 2. 
takes a compaffe toward the land of Caf, that is, not Ethiopia 
which is alfo called Cyh, but that part of Arabia which borders 
upon Chaldea, For all Aralia and Ethiepis are in Hebrew 
called by the name of Caja, becaufe all thefe lands were inha- 
bited at the firlt by Seba, Sabtah, Raamah, Sabtecha, Sheba, and 
Dedam, which were the Sons of Cu/s, as appeares, Gen, 10. 7. 

And that part of Arabia which the Aidianites inhabited >is mys 
called Cush; For Adofes his wife, being a Midianitih-woman MON. 
as wee read, Exod. 2.is called a woman of Cufo, Num. 12, that 

is of " See of Erhiopia as our tranflaters doe render the 
word. 


Third river is called Hiddeked/, 8 it is the Rreame which gocth ' 


Ealtward towards Affyriah, and runs into the great river T gris 


which parts Afjriah trom Mefopotamia, 
And the fourth river is that which retaines the name of 
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Opinion Ie 


Comment. 
in Genef, 
caD. 2. 


the maine river Euphrates, which in Hebrew is ‘called Perah; 
becaufe it makes the land watered by it fruittall above 'othërs. 
This is the defcription of mans habitation in the {tate of innô- 
cency as itis here laid downe, and expounded by the helpe of 
other Scriptures, and not according to the vaineconceints of 
men which have no certainty nor trath in them. 

Before I come to obferve from hence any fpeciall point of 
inftru@ion, I hold it neceflary, Firft, to fhew the variety and 
multiplicity of vaine, uncertaine, and erroneous opinions of di- 
vers ancient Fathers and other later Writers concerning this 
garden, and the particulars thereof before mentioned; all which 
are by certaine ground laid downe in this expofition, and by 
cleare evidence of Scripture and ftrong reafons eafily con- 
futed, : 

Firft, Saint Hierome, being mifled by the tranflation of 4- 
quila,which runs thus , God had planted a garden from the beginning, 
doth hereupon conclude, that. Paradife was’ planted before the 
Heaven and Earth were created: which Opinion is moft ridi- 
culous, and contrary to common: fenfe and reafon: For where 
there are trees growing out-of the ground, and rivers and 
fireamcs watering them, there-mn{t needs bee ground and 
earth, It was impoffible for trees to bee planted and to grow 
out of the ground before any. earth was created. Wee here may 
tee, how wile men may fometimes build caftles in theaire, and 
that the moft learned of theancients have their errours; and hee 
who was counted the moft learned of all the Fathers in the 
Hebrew tongue, doth here miferably miftake the Hebrew 
ohrafe: For though the Heorew word EPA Atikedem, which 
is here tranilated Eaffward, or on the Eaff-(ide, whenitis {poken 
ofGod or of Chrift,, doth fignific in the Prophets from evera 
lafting, or from eternity, as Aich. 5,143, Hab, 1.12, and Pfalme 
74.12. And when other things are faid tobee Mikedem, the 
word fignifies either froneold time, or from the dayes of old, as 
Palme 77.6. and 143.5. where David faith, I will remember 
tae aayes of old, and Nehem, 12. 46. from the dayes of old, even 


from David and Afaph they were chiefe of fingers: Yet fometimes 


it fignities Eaffward, or onthe Eaffside, or from the Eaff, as 
appeares moft plainely, Ger, 3.24. where it isufed to ae 
. i the 
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the Eaft- fide of the garden where God placed the Cherabins, and 
Gen, 123. 8» where i is faid, that- Abrabam came to a mountainc 
which, was Eafiwiard of Bethel, andhad Aion the Eafl-fide, and 
fo undoubtedly it is ufed in this text for EafPward, as our tranfle- 
tors truely render it. 
_ Origen and Philo Indem lib, de mund, opific. did conceive Pa, Ofinion <; 
.radife to bee no carthly or. bodily place, but to bee spiriszalty 
underftood, which opinion Epiphanins proves to bee ageinit 
reafon: becaufe trees growing out of the ground, and rivers, 
{hew that i¢ was a garden planted on thecarth, and earthly not . 
Spiritual. + 
Some have held, that the whole wordd was Paradife, and that Opio 2, 
this garden did extend it {felfe aver ali the earth, which then 
was wholly aplaceaf pleafureand delight; which is alfo very 
abfurd, forthen Adsm had beene cafè ont of the whole earth when 
God caft him out of the garden, and the land of Cfp, and of 
Havilab,and Afyria, towards, which the yivers did run after 
they were gone ont of the garden, had beene out of the Werid. 
Befides, wee read in the Scriptures, that Eden,in which the gar- 
den was planted, wasafpeciall country in 14e/opotamia, neare 
Haran and, Goxan, and the people thereof did trade with Tirus, 
2 King. 19.12. and Ezech. 29023.° = : 
Ephrem heldit to bee a remote place. beyond tne vaft Ocean Sea, Opinion 4, 
and unknowne tous, 
Dameafcene in his book 2 de fide, chap. 14. held it to beea place Opinion g. 
higher then all the earth, 
-Beda and Rupertus held it to bee a place next vata beaver, Opinion 6, 
reaching up tothe Sphære of the Moone. | . 
Alexander Hales and Toftatus thought itto bec a placein the Opinion 7, 
aire farre oclow the Moone, kt iSat 
‘Others who held it to bee a fpeciall place in the earth doe Opixion 8. 
much vary and differ among themfelves. Lather conceived, 
that it contained in it all ALcfoporamia, Syria,and Eg ypt. i 
Others thovght, that it comprehended all Afia and A- Opinion 9, 
frica, i í 
c. Others, that it was that part of Syria, which is called the opinion to, 
region of Damafews becaule there was the Kings forreft of goodly 


Cadars, which is called Paradie, Nehem, 2.8. and there is a 
a | Ke towne 
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towne called by the name of Eden and Paradife, which is men- 
tioned as fome thinke, Amos 1.5. =~ 

The Opinion of Bonaventure is,that the place of it is #nder the 
eH guimottiall. F 

Bellarmine in his booke de gratia primi hominis, chap. 10. con- 
fefleth, thatit muft needs bee an earthly and bodily place plan- 
ted with trees; but farre remote from knowledge of men, and that 
no mancan define whereitis; thatit was not deftroyed in the 
gencral) dclage and flood of A’oah, but remaines to this day; 
And that Enoch and Eliah were tranflated thither, and there 
are kept to fight with Axtichrif inthe end ofthe World. This 
Opinion is contrary to truth, and contradicts it felfe, Firf, 
the Scriptures teftifie, that E/iah. was. not tranflated into an - 


‘anknowne place on carth, but went up to heaven in a firie chariot. 


Secondly, that the waters of Noab’s flood did. prevaile 15. cubits 
above the highe/t mountaines. And therefore it Paradife was an 
earthly place, as Bellarmine holds, it muft needs bee deftroyed 
in the generall deluge, Gen, 7. 20. Yea, if Paradife had beene 
preferved fafe from the flood, it had beene needleffe and vaine 
labour for Noah to build fuch an huge arke. God might have 
faved him and all the creatures with him in the garden of Pa» 
radife. Thirdly, Mofes doth here plainely define where this 
garden was, and whofoever with underftanding reads this 


- Hiftory, may cafily define where it was. But where it is now, 


none candetine; for itis deftroyed, and onely the place of it re- 
maines ftill. 

But, notto trouble my difcourfe with particular confuta- 
tions of thefe feverall opinions; the very text it felfe, and that 
expofition which I have made of it by the helpe of other 
Scriptures, doth as it were with one blaft blow them all away 
like chaffe, and with one ftroke dafh them all in pieces. For 
this text tels us, that this garden was planted i” the earth; and 
God made the trees in it to grow oat of the ground; that the 
focciall place of the carth , in which God planted it was Edens, 
that is, a placein Mefopotamia and Babylonia, knowne by that 
name, and mentioned by Rabjhekeb among the countries which 
the e4 frian Kings had conquered, {cituate betweene Iudea and 
Afyria, and neare unto Affyriah, 2. King, 19. 12. and 


by 
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by Ezekiel, cap. 27. 23. mentioned among the countries and 
cities, which from Mefopotamia did trade with Tyras, The 
text alfo tels us, that it was in Ede» Eaftward, or on the Eaft- 
fide, watered with a river which came out of Eden fromthe 
other part thereof; which river having divided it {elfe into 
foure ftreames, that it might run through feverall parts of the 
garden and water it, did no more meet in one, but from theace, 
thatis, from the garden was parted, and became foure {peciall 
rivers, taking their courfeand compafle towards feverall lands; 
to wit, Pihon to the land of Havilah, Giron to the land of Cus, 
Hiddekel, to the land of Affyriah,and Expbrates through Ba- 
bylonia and Chaldea: all whichare toIewes and naturall Z/fraæe- 
lites ( who ever fince the captivity of Ifrael to Affyriah, and of 
Iudato Babylon doe live a difperfed and fcattered people in 
thofe countries ) knowne by thofe old names to thefe dayes, as 
appeares in the Itinerarie of Benjamin Txdalenfis the Iew,and 
divers other hiftorics, Now thefe things being plainely laid 
downe inthe text , explained by other Scriptures; the places 
and rivers being often mentioned in hiftories, and knowne to 
the lewes who dwell inthofe parts untillthis day ; there is 
now no leaft colour or fhow of reafon left for the divers opi- 
nions before rehearfed; they all appearc to be vaine & erroncous; 
the manifeft truth of this text overthrowes them all at once, 
And now from hence wee may learnea profitable point ofin- 
ftruction, vx, 

That nothing is more vaine and uncertaine thea the opinion of Doftrine: 
witty and learned Men , both ancient Fathers and later Writers Beft mens 
and Schoolemen, while they follow their owne reafon, & their opinionis 
owne witty conceipts without warrant from the Word of God, vacertame, 
There is no fure or certaine ground which a man may fafely 

reft upon for the right underftanding of the Scriptures, but 
onely the word of God it felfe, either {peaking plainely in the 
very text it felfe, or by other places and teftimonies. which are 
more full and plaine, compared with the obfcurer texts, By 
this meanes onely the Spirit of God doth enlighten our hearts 
and underftanding to know infallibly the true fenfe and mea- 
ning of them. Befides, many other proofes which ferve to con- 
firme this, which I omit as not neceffary at this prefent; wee 

Jo have 
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have a firme argument from our Saviours owne words, Ioba 16. 
ver. 13,14. where hee faith, that nowunder the Gofpell zke 
Spirit [peakes nor of himfelfe ( by fimpleand immediateinfpi- 
ration without any word, as inthe Prophets of old) bat whata 
foever hee fall heare, that fhall hee fpeake, and hee foall take of mine 
and foall foew it unto yous that is, hee fhall in{pire and enlighten 
men, onely by my word. which I have fpoken with mine owne 
mouth,and by:theProphets and holy Men of God who have prez- 
ched aad written. Alfo ourSaviour and his Apoftles,by their coi 
tant practife did fhew, that the fare ground of expounding 
and underitanding the Scriptures in any obfcure places, is the 
plainer text and wordof Scripture in other places.’ For they 
proved the truth which they preached and wrote in the 
Gofpell by the Scriptures of the Law and the Prophets. 
Vie, Wherefore let us not build upon the wifedome of men, nor 
upon the fmooth words of mans reafon ; but onthe word of 
God proved by it felfe , and made plaine one place by another; 
Let us hearken to fuch preachers, and follow them as the furett 
guides, who make the Scriptures by themfclves plaineand ma- 
nifeft to our underftanding. As fer them who can give no 
better reafon for doctrines of faith, but teftimonies of Fathers 
and Scheolemen, nor follow any furer guide for expounding of 
Scripture but expofitions of Fathers framed by their owne 
conceipts, not proved by plaine texts; let us not build too much 
upon them. And, aboveall, Letus hate and abhorrethe pefti- 
lent Do&trine of the Romifh Doctors, and all the Popith fa- 
ction, who make the Canons of Councels, the opinions of Fa- 
thers, and the Popes determination, the onely fure grounds 
whereon men ought to build their underftanding of the Scrip- 
tures and their belicfe of the word of God. 
Ofthetrree Ancther, and a fecond thing which comes here tobee more 
of life,and fully opened over and befides the diverlity ofopinions, is the 
the tcc Of pve of life, and the trec of knowledge of good and evill, which are 
knowledge Pid to bee in rhe midft of the garden, Thefe two trees are here: 
of good faid to pec sz rhe at it of the garden, Thele two trees are here 
andevill, inthe hiltory marked out and diftinguifhed from the reft of the 
trees,as being fet apart by God for another ufe more then meere 
-naturall,, Concerning thefe trees, there are divers and feverall 
opinions ofancient and moderne Divines. 
m 2 vit, 
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Firft, concerning the tree of life, Some thinke it had a natu- Why the 
rall power and vertuein it to make mans body lively , and to "cof life. 
keepe it from all weakneffe, decay and mortality, till hee fhould i. 
bee removed to heaven:this is the opinion of Scotus and e4qui- 
nas With others. 

Some thinke, ithad powerand vertueinit to make manim- 2, 
mortall, and to preferve him from death for ever, as Toftatas: 
and that, if aman had once eaten of it, hee would not have 
dyed , but fhould have enjoyed fuchimmortality, as wee have 
by Chrift after she laft refurre@tion. p 

Bonaventures opinion is, that it had fuch vertueand power — > 
in it not naturall, but fupernaturall. But thefe opinions are 
meere humane conccipts contrary toreafon. For firft, the fruit 
of atree,which is pulled offcaten,digefted and fo changed from 
that which it was in abodily nutriment by the operation of 
mans flefhly ftomack, cannot in any reafon bee/cenceived to 
have naturali power init to give that to man whiehit felfe had 
mot,to wit,immortality & immutability. It isa truérile,that za 
natural thing can worke beyond the naturall flrength of it, neither 
can it give to another that which it felfe hath not at all; and this 
tree had no immortality, for it was deftroyed with thegarden in 
which God planted it. Secondly , fupernaturall power ‘and 
vertue to give life isthe proper vertue and power of Chriltand 
of his Spirit whichworks in men, and derives life from Chrift 
to thei: but there was no {uch communion ofthe Spirit, nor 
any fuch Operation’ Of the Spirit inany earthly creature before 
Chrift was promifeds fuch affiftance and operation of the Spirit 
is proper to the eleét of mankind,and came onely into the World 
by Chrift,as the Scriptures teftifie. 

There are divers learned menof better judgement, and they ‘4, 
hold that’this tree of life es fo called, not for any vertue init, 
cither naturall or fupernaturall ; but becaufe it was given of 
God a Sacrament and fealeof life to man, and man was to eate 
ofit, not for bodily food onely, but that by eating of it hee 
might bee, as bya pledge from God, affured that he fhould by 
God bee upheld in life; and alfo might bee admonithed , that 
his life is upheld not by any power inhimfelfe, but by covenant 
from God confirmed by this feale, = 7 | 


But 
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life. whereofit wasa {cale and pledge. 
id Somethinke , it was a feale of that prefent life which Adam 
had ,which in it felfe was mutable, ‘ 
2, Some thinke,it was a feale of a better life, even of immortality 


and life immutable, which Adam thould have obtained by con- 
tinuing in obedience for a certaine time, 

3. Others thinke, that it was a Sacrament, that is, an holy figne 
and feale of Chrift who is our ife, and of that fpirituall Zife 
which wee have in him: thus fwséns, and others of our late 
Writers, 

Now, todeclare in few words what I conceive to bee the 
truth: Firlt,I cannot conceive, that there were any Sacraments 
given to man before the promife of Chrift, and the revealing of 
Gods purpofe and countell inhims Fora Sacrament is an out- 
ward element or vifible thing confécrated by God, to fignifie 
and feale heavenly andfupernaturall things, and grace fpirituall 
and invifible: But heavenly and fupernaturall things, which be- 
long to eternall /éfe in Chrift , and ípirituall grace, were not 
revealed to man in the ftate of innocency, before the promife 
of Chrift, which was made upon mans fall; Therefore there 
was then noufe of any holy figne, or pledge of fupernaturall 
grace, or ofany thing which wee obtaine from above in, and 
by Chrift. The tree of life could not bee any Sacrament, figne or 
fymbole of Chrift, or fupernaturall 4fe in hiim. All that-I can 
conceive or affirme with any warrant from the Scriptures is 
this, that the tree of life had greater and more excellent naturall 
vertue and ftrength in it then other trees, and the fruit thereof 
«vas more fweet, lively and nourifhing, and by this meanesit was 
more fit then other trees to bee not onely afigne, fymbole, 
and pledge to man, whereby hee was to bee adinomithed that 
his life was to bee upheld by his obedience to God, and depen- 
dance upon him; and alfo to bee aflured and confirmed, that God 
would uphold him in life: but alfoa feale of the covenant of 
works, whereby hee was to bee fetled in that {tate of life, 
wherein hee was created. Iconfeffe, that the wi/edome of God 
(that is Chrift as hes is made unio us of God wifedome) is called 
a tree of lifeto fuch as lay hold on him, Prov,3, 18, and the fraite 
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of the righteous (that is eternall life,and all faving bleffings, which 
gre the fruite which the righteous, jultified and fan@ified in 
Chri&, doeenjoy ) iscalled alfo the tree of life, Prov, 11. 30, 
Revel, 3. 7. and a wholefome tongue , that is, the healing and 
faving word of the Gofpell, and other powerfull meancs of 
falvation are called a tree of life,Prov. 15. 4.and Revel, 22, 3,14, 
But all this is by way ofallufion, and tends to teach us; not that 
the trec of life in Paradife was a Sacrament of Chrift , and of 
faving grace and eternall life in him; but,.that as that tree was a. 

ledge and meanes to confirme man in his naturall life: fo Chrift. 
and his graces, and his holy and healing word, are the pledges 
and meanes of heavenly and + maa life. And this is.all 
that I can learne out of the Scriptures, concerning this tree of 
life, j 
The other fpeciall tree is called the tree of knowledge of H 
good andevill; which I conceive to bee {o called, not becaufe aye 
it did beget reafon and underftanding in man, or did {harpen ledge of 
his wit by any vertue or power in it, as Jofephus and divers Hea good and 
brewes imagined; for then it had beene good for man to cat evili, 
ofit, and hee fhould have gained thereby: Nor becaufe Satan by 

th: lying Serpent perfwaded the woman that being eaten of, 

it would make them as God,in knowing good and cvill; for it was. 

fo called of God before, when hee forbad them to cat of it: 

But the true reafon why itis fo called is, becaufe God having 
forbidden man to cat of it, man could not.eat of it but by dife- 

beying God and tran{greffing his commandement, and fo brine 

fin,and the dstter knowledge, and the wofall experience and fenfe 

of evill upon himfelfe, which tafteand knowledge of evill makes. 

the fweetneffe of good better reliihed, and the profit thereof 

better knowne and. acknowledged, Againe, becaufé the eating. 
„ofthis tree was mans fin and fall; and gave occafion to God to 

promife Chrift ; and to the Son of God toundertake as mans: 

furety to make fatisfaction for him, and to redezmehim; and 

out of his evill to raife up anew kind of good, greater-and better: 

then that which man knew beforz, evento bring him tothe 
knowledge of fpiritual & {upernatural good:!n this refpedt,God 

might well call it the tree of kyowledge of good and evill, upon his 

owne forcknowledge of that event, which hes in himfelfe pur- 

pofed: 
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pofed to bring about upon that occafion, 

As for fearching and inquiring what kind of tree it was; 
whether @’vine,as tome held;or a figge tree, as Theodoret thought; 
or an apletree,as others; I hold it vaine curiofity, becaufe the text 
cals it by another name, by which none of thofe trees were ever 
called. Certainly the fruite of it in it {felfe was naturally good, 
and had no evill quality in it, which could corrupt or ftaine 
mans nature, or infufe malice into himsas I fhali hereafter fhew, 
when I come to Gøds commandement by which hee forbad 
mah to eat of it, 

And thus much for the opening and expounding of this part 
of the hiftory, concerning Paradife, the place of mans habitation 
inthe {tate of innocency. The do&rines which hence arife, 
I will but as it were point at and name unto you. 

Firft, wee hereare taught, that Godsbounty to man, inthe 
creation was great and wonderfull, in that hee made him not 
onely a reafonable creature endowed with wifedome, know- 
ledge, andability, to choofe out and make an habitation for 
himfelfe above allother living creatures on earth: but alfo did 

rovide and prepare for him beforehand, and did plant for 
on garden to his hand, a place-of fingular pleafure and dc- 
light, ftored with all delicacy for his dwelling and habitation, 
Wee count it agreat bounty , that God gives us large places 
wherein to dwell, and gives us wifedome and art to build 
Houfes and Cities; and materialls neceffary for building, 
And if God bleffe us with Sheepe, Oxen, and other profitable 
cattell, wee rejoyce to build ftals, and folds, and enclofures for 
them; and Houfes and Cities fer our felves, and acknowledge 
our felves bound to bee thankfull, But God in the creation 
was fo kind to man, that though hee left other living creatures 
tothe wide World, yet hee provided a Paradife of pleafure for 
man todwell in, and to delight himfelfe; fo that this point is 
manifelt. : 

Whence wee may gather {eadfaft hope, and comfortable 
perfwafion, that feeing God was of himielfe fo kind to man, 
being then buta mesre naturall creature, as to prepare for him 
{o pleafant an habitation ; now when we: are made /piritaal/, 
and by one Spirit wxited to himin Chrift; and made Sons by re- 
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generation and adoption, he will much more provide an excel- 
lent habitation for us,even az heavenly, which fhal {o farre exceed 
the earthly Paradife, as the ftate of a Son. exceeds the ftate of a 
fervant, and fpirituall exceeds naturall, 

Secondly, here wee fee, how uunaturall and monftrous mans Vier: 
ingratitude was, and is declared to bee, inthat hee would bec i 
drawne bythe fubtility of the Divell, perfwading him by the 
Womantand the Woman by the Serpent, to yeeld upon any 
promife or hope-ofan higher eftate, to tranfgreffc any comman- 
dement of God, and difobey his word and revealed will , who 
had fo highly magnified hiskindneffe, and made his fingular 
care and providence for him moft cleare and-manifeft, But 
moft ofall may wee all bee afhamed and confounded for this, 
that our firft Parents, and weein them, would beleeve Satans 
lyes in the mouth ofaSerpent, and would give more credit 
to theni, then to the word of the Lord our Creatour; as if all his 
* goodneffe and bounty were nothing in our eyes, which hee 
fhewed in our creation, and in providing fo pleafant and well 
furnifhed an habitation for us. 

Secondly, Gods putting of Adam, into the garden that hee 7 off. z; 
might dreffe itand keepit, doth teach us, That man in the Ns idle- 
creation was made, and is by pure nature, moft averfe andab- neffe ale 
horring from idlenefle; and his true content and pleafire in lowed., 
this World is tobeein exercife of his wit, reafon , and bodily 
activity. The carth before mans fall was all fruitful and brought 
forth for mans ufe all neceflary and delightfull things without 
art, toile or labour ; fo that man might have {pent all his time in 
contemplating upon. his creation, and all things created: but 
yet God would not,. that man (hould live, neither did hee fee 
or thinke fit for man to live idie, and therefore put him zo dreffe 
and keep the garden yin which hee had occafion to exercife his 
minde and body without toile or labour, onely for pleafure 
and contentment, And: therefore this doétrine is naturally 
gathered from hence, and all thofe Scriptures confirme it, 
which condemne floth andidleneffe, and fend the flaggard, asa 
creature degenerate from his kind, tolearne ef the Ant and 
meancht creatures, as Prov. 6,6. And tellus, that idlenefle and 
Mlothfulnefle bring hanger, and want, and ruine, and decay to the 
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houfes of the idle and fluggifs, Prov. 19.15. Ecclef, 10,18. and 
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aboundance of idleneje was the roote of all the evils, which came 
upon Sodom, Ezech, 16,49. But the diligent band maketh rich 
and brings plenty of all bleffings, Prov. 10,4.and brings mento 
promotion, rule and honour, Prov, 12. 24, and makes their sub- 
flance precious, Verfe 27. and their foules fat, Prov 13. 4, and 
caufeth even women to bee praifedin the gates, Prov. 31, And 
that man is by nature, active and cannot brooke idlen@§e, itap- 
peares plainely by the flirring nature of children, who are nc- 
ver quiet nor content, unidfle they bee bufied one way or other; 
and by the reftleflencfe which is in wicked men, wko de- 
wife mifchiefe on their beds, and have sworking neads, and cannot 
cele from doing fomething , rather evill exercifes then bee 
idle. 

Now this being a manifeft truth, may juftly provoke and 
ftirre us up to loath and abhorre idleneffe, floth, and Jaziaeffe, 
as {peciall marks and igominious brands of naughty perfons, 
miferably degenerated from humane nature, and from the 
frame and difpofition, wherein they wercat the firt created by 
God, It was not good for Adams in innocency to live idly, and 
without exercife, but hee muft bee bufied asin mind by con- 
templation on Gods werks; fo in body by røling the creatures, 
dreffing and keeping the garden , when aboundance of all things 
flowed to him witheut toile or labour; much more will it be 
hurtfull dangerous and pernicious to us,who are a people corrup- 
ted,and in our whole frame out of order,perverfe, and froward, 
If wee give way to floth and idleneffe, for if wee labour not, 
wee cannot have what tocat: but poverty will come upon us, 
like an armed man; I£ wee beeidleand negligent in honeft and 
good labour, our perverfe, rebellious and reftlefle nature will 
icad us into evill exercifes and wicked works, As ftanding 
lakes of water grow corrupt, ftinking and unwholefome; and 
ground not laboured , ftirred up and tilled, will bring forth cor- 
rupt, ftinking weeds, bryars, thornes, and thiftles: So our cor- 
rupt nature if it bee not exercifed and bufied about vertuous 
actions, and profitable labours, will grow more corrupt, noy- 
femcand filthy ; and will carry us away into frowardnefle, va- 
nity and finfull practifes, which will make us a ` 
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God and men,and will {peedily plungeus into mifery and eter- 
nall perdition. : 

Thirdly, wee here fecand are plainely taught, that man in Dofly. ia 
innocency had aboundance ofall good things, needfull for pro- A contente 
fit,pleafure, and full contentment; and wanted nothing which full eftace 
could bee required for earthly happineffe, to make him bleffed 18 tano- 
in this World, and fully content with his eftate and condi- “69% 
aon. 

Firft, his reafon and underftanding could not conceive, nei- te 
ther did hee know any good, which hee wanted and did not 
polele, whereof hee was by nature capaole: all wordly goods 
hee had at will; and of heavenly and fpirituall good which 
was fupernaturall, hee had no knowledge nor underftan- 
ding. 

oan hee had all provocations to move him to ferve 
God, and all bonds to tye, and knit his heart in love to God, 
andto make him wholly obedient to God, and dutifull and fer- 
viceable to himin his whole heart and foule, body, mind, and 
{trength. Heehad food at will, moft {weet, wholesome and do- 
licate, in all variety and aboundance, without any care toile or 
labour ;the Earth brought it forth of her owne accord; the whole- 
fome and pure aire did cherifhit, and the Ss and Heavens by 
their warme influence didripen, perfect, and prepare it to his 
hand. Hee had a mott pleafant dwelling, a garden beautified 
with all earthly ornaments, and a Paradifeot pleafure and delight, 
Hee was high in honour, dignity and promotion above all living 
creatures both by Sea and Land, and had ruleand Dominion over 
them all. His exerci/e was without toile, labour or paine, {weet 
and pleafant. Hee had for the exercéfe of his minde all Gods 
works, thecontemplation whercof might fill his foule with de- 
light and joy in God his Creatour ; and for the exerci/e of his 
bodily {trength and activity, hee had the dreffing and keeping of 
the garden which was a work: of pleafure and delight, not of 
paines and labour, for it needed no digging, planting, culture or 
tillage: his bufineffe alfo was without careand feare; for there 
were no theeves to annoy hun, #o evilldcafts to hurt and {poile 
his garden,and to trouble & wafte his habitation; fo that without 
further proofe, this Doctrine is moft cleare in,and from the text. 
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The confideration whereof is of excellent ule to.confirme — 
ws in this affurance,per{wafion and beliefe,that God in no refpect. 
any caufe or Author of mans fin and fall, neither did give. him 
the leat occafion of difcontent with his prefent eftate, that 


mans fin, by fecking to foare up higher, hee fhould catch a fearefulldo wnc- 


Gen.2,36- 


fall into fin, and bring himfelfe in bondage to death, Helland the 
Divell. For wee fec, God gave him all oceafions and aboun- 
dance of bleffings as {trong provocations to provoke kim to’ 
love his heavenly Mayelty , and as firme bands to bind, and tye 
him to obedience. It was the Divell who firft breathed pride 
into man, to afpire and foare above his: chate, and fuggelted 
into his heart evilliurmifes and thoughts of God;, that God did 
feeke to keepe him froma better eftate by retraining him from 
the tree of kiowledge , whichby eating of the fruit thereof hes 
might obraine, and become J/ike to. Ged, Wherefore let no man 
charge God with giving the leaft occafion of difcontent to man 
to provoke him to fin; but let us bee humbled with the fight of 
our owne mutability, frailty and vanity, who in our. firft Parents 
and beft eftate were fo fragile and mutable,and much more now, 
being corrupted and made {udject to vanity, and flaves of cor- 
ruption, 


CHEAP. XV, 


Of the image. of God on manin innocency, Sundry opinions of it, 
Wat the word fignifiech: Zelemasd Demuth. Image of God 
naturall, and {upernaturall, Differences betweene the image of 
the firft and fecond Adam. Images effentiall, and accidentall, 
Particniars of Gods image On eAdam: in foule and body. Ves of 


all, 


À Nd God/aid, Let m make manin ouv image after aur like 
xefe. Verfe 27. Se Godcreated man in his owne image, inthe 


image of God created. hee. him; Male and female created hee. 
them. 


The generali Doctrine of the creation of our firt Parents és 
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the image of God, I have heretoforelaid open out of thefe words, 
It now remaines, thas I proceed to the Doétrine and Defcrip- 
tion of that imsge of God in the /pecsall and particular points, 
rhereof;which I referved to the laft place, becaufe it is the maine 
thing which difcovers tousth: excellent ftate of man in in. 
nocency. As for the bleffing of fruitefuinefe for the increafe 
of mankind, and mans D omision over the creatures, plenty and 
variety of bodsly food, and a pleafant habitation, the earthly Pa- 
radife,they arè butexterna bona, outward benefits:but the image of 
God containes in it snternall ble ffings of the foule, & of the whole 
man, as well asexternail & outward benefits; & therefore I have 
firlt difpatched them,& now come to that image ofGod,in which 
did confit the highelt pitch of mans szturall perfeHion & felicity. 

Inthe handling of this point, if I fhould rehearfe the feverall 
opinions of the ancients; how they make a difference betweene Opinions 
the image & likene fe of God how fome make the image ofGod to of the 
be onely in the fonte; fome in the whole man; fome hoidthe reao- image and 
nable foules as it is endowed with anderflanding will and memory, ae 
to be the smage, and holineffe and rightconf{ne(fe to be the likeneffe of ame 
God; others hold that Gods image confilts in mans Dominion, 

& Lordthip over the creatures;others,+hat Gods imaze con ifts in 
mans immortalsty; others in this, that man is a /pirienall Jabftance 
in ref{pect of his foule, others that the image of God, after which 
God formed man, is God the Son as hee is the image and cha- 
ratter of the Fathers Perfon, and the fimilitude isthe kaly Ghofts 
Others that the image of God is the Asmsane nature, which the 
Son was ordained to affume, and did in fulneffe of time take 
uponhim: IfI fhould rehearfe all thefe, and lay them open, and 
confute fo much in themas in unfound, I fhould {pend time 
aná weary my felfe to {mall purpofe, Likewife, it would take 
up exercifes of many houres, ifI fhould rehearfe the divers 
Opinions, cueftions, and difpuraticns of the Schoolemensall which 
would trouble mens braines, and leave them ina maze or laby- 
rinth , uncertaine what to hold or beleeve; as alfo the many 
difputations, abfurdities, and eontradictions of the Je/nirs, by 
whichthey contradi& one another ; and fome of them them- 
feives,in many things which they teach and affirme concerning 


the image of God. Asfor thegrofle opinions of old Heretseks. 
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as of the A¢anicheans, who utterly denyed the image of God 
in man; and ofthe e4xdians and Anthropomorphites, who held 
that the ostward forme and Sharpe of mans body was Gods 
image; and of the Pelagians who held, that the image of God, 
in which man was created,was no other but that in which every 
manis ow borne ; they are not worthy to bee named, it were 
toffe of time to confute them, and to difcover the abfurdities of 
them. 
The maine ground whichI will wholly build upon, fhall 
bee the word of God, written in the facred Scriptures; and what 
I find in the Fathers and belt moderne Writers agreeable to 
the Scriptures, that I will commend unto you; and where I 
findthem differing from Gods word, I willbe bold to pro- 
fefe open diflert, and fhew my diflike ; that none may bee 
miflead by them, or by any who build. upon humane autho- 
rity, 
m that wee may underftand this point plainely and fully; 
Twill firt ofall fift the words ofthe text, and hew what is 
she image and likeneffe of God, and how wee are underftand the 
pkrafe of making man in his owneimage,and after bis likeneffe, 
And fecondly, I will fhew the particulars wherein man was 
made like unto God, and what is that image in which hee. was 
made, 
Wharthe  Firft, the image of a perfon or thing is that which, though it 
word mage differs in nature and fubftance , yet. is formed by that perfon 
fights. and according to that thing, and in allthings made like unto 
that whereof it is the image; in fo much that hee who knoweth. 
the perfon or thing it felfe , when hee feeth the image, can dit- 
cerne, thatitis the image of fucha thing or perfon, and that it 
is very like him; andby fecing the trus image; hee knowes and 
difcernes what a one the perfon or thing is, whereof it is the i- 
1  magerthis is the firft &the moft proper fenfe ofthe word image; 
and thus itisufed where /atues of gold, filver, woed, ftone, or 
other metall, madein the {hape ofa man to-reprefent him, or 
in fome other fhape to reprefent a feined God, are called images; 
as Num, 33.52. where God commands the Mraelites to deftroy 
the Idols of the Canaanites, and cals them molten images ; and. 
v King, 11. 19, the Idols. or flatmes made to reprefent Baal. 
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the God of the Ziabwians, are called the images of Baal, And 
man being made a fit creature to reprefent God , and to hew- 
his glory, is in this {enfe called she image and glory of God, 1 Cor. 


T- ; 
1 T word TO", Zelem , irsage is ufed xaragpusixes, Me 
that is, abuiively, to fignific a vaine fhadow or bare torme and Zelem. 
(hape of a thing without a fabftance; fuch as is the fhadow ofa 
man or other creature; or a fhape formed inthe fanfic, having 
no being but in mans imagination, as P/alme 39. 6. where every 
man is faid, to walke in a vaine fhadow, the word is aas, Z elene, 
image, and Pfalme 37.20. the vaine fanfic and dreame of the 
wicked,that is,the vaise felicity, which they frame ta themfelucs, 
is called by the fame name Zelemymage. 
Here in this text the word is ufed in the firkt fenfe, for {uch a 
thing, or fach a creature as differing in nature and fubd{tance 
from God, yet inthat natureand fubftance is fo like unto God, 
and doth fhew forth theglory, wifedome, power and other 
attributes of God; that they may bee feene and reprefented in 
fome good meafure in the things, and by the things which are 
proper to that creature. 
Andan image according to this fenfe hath init twothings Two 
to bee confidered, to wit the matter and the forme. > thingsin 
The watter isthe nature and f{ubftance of the creature, diffe- 39 mags 
ring from the fubtance ofthe thing, whereof that creature is 1e 
the image, and yet avery fit fudject to receive fuch a forme, and 
fuch qualities as may make it very like the thing whereof it 
is the image; as for example gold, filver,wood, and ftone, differ 
in nature and fubftance from man; and yet they are fit to re- 
ceive the whole outward fhape of a mans body, and to bee 
like unto itin all pares. If things bee both of one kind and na- 
ture, though the fimilitude bee never fo great, yet the one is 
not called the image of the other, except it bee made by, and 
according toit: asfor example, One egge is not the image of 
another, nor one apple, nut,or figge anothers imace; nor water, 
nor wine of the fame kind in fevezall cups, though they bee 
very like, becaufe they are both of one nature and of the 
fame kinde, and one is not madc and formed by another. 
Secondly, the forme ofthe image is the likeneffe and finulitnde, 2, 
3 which 
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which is inalt the parts &propertics of a thing, by. meanes where- 
ofit refembles that whereof it is the image,& is like unto it,& fo 
becomes the image of it;as for example,the forme ,& fhape, 8 re- 
{emblance, which is in theimage of gold ,filver,or ftone,by which 
it refembleth and expretfeth all parts ofa mans body, and the co- 
lour of it, by which it refemblesa mans: haire; face, hands, and 
cloathes, that is thelikenefle by which: it becomes the image of 
aman, even of this or that particular man , and is knowne and 
difcerned to bee his image, and in it his ape is plainely fcene. 
Both thefevare here to bee underftood in this word image, and 
Gods image containes in it both the /imilitude or refemblance, 
by which man is faid to bee /ske #xto Goa in all his naturall pro- 
perties, gifts,and endowments; and alfo his nature, and [abftance , 
which though it differs from Gods nature and fubftance: Yet is 
afit fubje& offuch properties, gifts, and endowments, which 
refemble Gods attributes and properties. 

Secondly, the Hebrew word PIAT Demath, which is here 
tranflated Jikeneffe, isufed ina twofold fenfe: Firft, it fignifies 
the fimilitude and likeneffe, by which one thing refembles ano- 
ther in all the fpeciall properties of it; thusit is ufed P/alme 58. 
4, where the poifon; rancour, and-imialice of the wicked is faid 
tohavethe Lkene ft ofthe potfonof afp:s; and Ezech. 1. 10, the 
likenef[e- of the faces of the foure living creatures, in Ezeshiels 
vifion is {aid to bee Like the face of aman, and of a Lyon, and of 
an Oxe, and ofan Eagle; and Dan. 10.16. one is faid to touch 
Daniel, who had the sikeneffe of the Sons of men. Secondly, it 
fignificth. the fame that the word Axage doth, that is a thing 
which ismadelike to another, and is the very patterne which 
refembleth it in all parts , and payers as 2 King. 16,10, 
where the patterne of the Altarof Damafcus which Ahaz fent. 
to Vriabthe Prick, is called the insage of it. And 2 Chron, Bn Boe 
the images of Oxen which Solomon made under the brafen Sea, 
are called SHO Demuth, the likeneffe of Oxen,and Z/a: 40, 18, 
an image made to reprefent God, according to that conceipt 
of him,which men frame in their mindes,is thus called, 

Herein this text the word is nfed in the Tatter fenfe, and 
fienities the fame, that the word. image doth in eff€@ , but in 
adivess order and manner. Forthe. word Oy Jmage, as 
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fies firlt acreatare, and then the dskeneffe by which that creature 

fo refembles God the Creatour pin all the fpeciall properties of 

it; thatit becomes, his image.. And the word MAS, likeneffe, 
fignifies firk the frmsilitude, and then the creatnre; that is, fucha 
fimilitude and refemblance of God {tamped upon the nature 

and being ofa creature, as makes it the very image of God, 

and fo thefetwo words, Zelem, Image, and Demath , Likenefe, 

are (as the beft learned and molt judicious expofitors of this 

text doc affirms) the one the expofition of theother; The wore 

Image fheweth, that the creature barely confidered 1s not Gods 

image; but by the waturall propersies, and gifts by which it ro- 
femblesGod. And the word Jikesefe fheweth, that the fms- 

liteude alone is mot the image, but as it fubfilts in a fit (ube, and 

flowes from the wature and properties, which God gave it in the 
creation. 

Vpon thefe grounds wee may cafily underftand, that the 
phrafe of creating man in:Gods owne image and likeneffe, fignihes 
Gods: creating man of {ucha nature, and endowed with fuch 
naturall properties, gifts, and endowments; that hee doth in 
them all refemble himfelfe, and is his lively image very like 
to him; fhewing forth his divine properties and attributes of 
goodneffe, wifedome, power, knowledge,and in all things con- 
formable to his jut will. Thus much tor, the opening of the 
words. 

The next thing to bee confidered, is the Insage it felfe , and Imzge of 
the fpeciall things wherein it doth confit. And here I hold God natu. 
it neceffary,'firft to.diftinguith the image of God, and histike- '!, aed 
neffeinto. two kinds. Theficlt is xaturall, formedin the: crea ietis 
tion, The'fecondis /upernaturall and fpirituall, formed in man ~~ 
by the holy Ghoft dwelling inhim, This diftin@ion, though 
divers people (lead by cuftome and humane authority more 
then the word of God,) doe reject as a meere device of mine 
owne: yet I finde it plainely laid downe in the werd of Gad. 

For the holy Apoftle Saint Paul, 1 Cor. 15.49. doth in expreffe 
words affirme,that as there is both a fir/? Adam madeof the Earth, 
earthy; who by Gods breathing into him the breath of lif: became 
aliving foule im the firft creation;and alfo a fecond eAdam made 
a quickening S pirita even the eae tn from Heaven heaven ly: 
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So thereisa twofold image of God in man; the firR:The image 
of the earthy Adam,in which hee was created; which though 
hee forfeited, and loft by the law.of juftice:: yet by Gods com- 
mon and generall indulgence in Chrift, hee did fo farre retaine 
and communicate it though,grievoufly mangled & defaced,that 
wearefaid to have borne it, who are Adams naturall progenic, 
and were created upright in his loynes, The other is the image 
of the heavenly Adam, the Lord Chrift, who being in the forme 
of God, equall with God, did humble himfelfe to defcend from Hea- 
ven by taking our nature upon him, and framing to himfelfe 
out of the feed of the woman by the operation of the holy 
Ghoft a moft pure and holy manhood, which did beare (over 
and above the image of the firt Adam deformed with many 
frailties and all our infirmities , fs onely excepted, Rom. 8, 3. 
Philip. 2.7.) an holy and heavenly image created and framed 
in his humane nature by the working of the holy Ghoft, which 
is given to him not by meafure, Joh. 3. 34. even from his firft 
conception, Lak, 1.35. And this imageas the cle, regenerate 
and faithfull doe beare in part, inthe ftate of grace, while they 
are by the inward worke of the Spirit conformed to the image of 
Chrift, Rom, 8.29.and (hrif u forwsed in them, Gal.. 4. 19. SO 
they hal fully and perfectly beare it in heaven after the laft 
refurretion,ı Cor. 15.49. ' R 

And asthe holy Apofile doth diftinguifh thefe two smages; 
and doth oppofe the one to the other, making the one the image 
of the firt Adam, who was of the Earth earthy; the other proper 
to Chrift the fecond Adam, who is the Lord from Heaven bea- 
venly; fo heedoth {hew divers differences betweene them in 
his divine Epiftles, which are confirmed alfo by other Scrip- 
tures. 

Firlt, the image of God in the firt Adam was natarall, it 


berweene ‘was that which was given him in thecreation; fo my text here 
theimage faith, God created man in his owne image : But the image of God 


ofthe fir 
and {cond 


Adim. 
Ie 


2. 


in the fecond Adam was Jupernaturall and fpirituall; for hee 
was conceived, and formed in the wombe by the holy Ghoft, 
Luk, 1. 35. and his image iscommunicated to men, and they 
are changed into it by the Spirit of God, 2 Cor, 3.18, 
Secondly, the image of God in the firk Adam was sad 
an 
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and Adam did forfeit it, together wrth his life and naturall 
being, by his finand difobedtence : And although God, out of 
his common favour and indulgence in Chrift, doth fill con- 
tinue it in fomedegree to Adams pofterity ; yet it is much de- 
faced and d-formedin all parts, and in fome parts quite abotifred, 
and is now tiled the likene ffe of corruptible man, Rom, 1.23. and 
the lskeneffe of finfull fieh, Rom. 8.3. and the forme of a fervant, 
and likeneffe of fraile men even as it wasin Chrift, Phil. 2. 7, 
But the image of God in Chrift is smutable; neither our fins 
which hee bare, nor all our infirmities, nor the Divell, nor the 
World, nor all the powers of darkneffe, nor the curfe of the lawa 
which hee was made in his death, nor the wrath of God and 
the agonies with which hee wraftled in his agony, both in the 
time of his bloody {weat, and on the croffe when hee cryed 
out, My God why baf thou forfaken me? could deface or impaire 
that /piritwall and fupernaturall image of truce righteoufnefle 
and holinefle , which was ftamped on his humanity , and in 
which it was framed by the holy Ghoft; but over all thofe 
enemies and powers hee triumphed, even upon the Croffe, Colof. 
3.15. and inhis curfed death hee offered up himfelfe a facri- 
fice molt pure, holy and: without fpor, Heb. 9; 14. fo that his 
holineffe was no whit ftained , nor Gods {piriruall image in 
him defaced,or diminifhed. And as this fpirituall image could 
not bee diminifbed in Chrift the iecond Adam, our head: {o it Rom.8+35. 
is tadeleble and canhotbee defaced inany of his members truely me p Im 
regenerate and united to him by the fame {pirit ; but it dayly °” ae 
increafeth in them, and they are transformed into it, from glory z Cor,3.18° 
to glory, by his Spiritin them, which is ftronger and greater 
then the Divell, the Spirit of malice which is in the World, and rob. 4, 4. 
rules in the children of difobedience; For the Spirit feales them 2 Cor.1.22. 
up unto the day of redemption, Ephef. 4. 30. And they can- 
not fin by apottacy, and fall into infidelity and impenitency, 
3 Ioh. 3. 9. becanfe the feed of God abideth in them, 
Thirdly , the image of God in the firt Adam was moft per- 3) 
Fe kt at the fir, for hee was created perfe& with waturall per- | 
fettwn; and the naturall image of God was never fo perfect in 
any of his naturall fons, asit was in himat the fir{t. And as it 
decayed. and was defaced in. him by his fall: {o in alk of r po- 
srity 
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fterity who are Gods ele, it gives place to the derter image of 
Chrif; Andin his Sons who are reprobates, it fhall bee utterly 
aboliihed at laft, and changed into the image of the Diveli, 
when they fhail bee punifhed with everlafting deftru€tion from 
the prefexce of God, and from the glory of his power, 2 Thef 1.9. 
But thie image of God inthe fecond Adam, is at the firlt inthe 
leat meature like a graine of muftard feed, and Rill it increafeth, 
tiil at lat it commeth to fulneffe and perfection in glory, In 
Chrift our head it was not fo cleare, nor fo full at the firft, being 
ecclipfed with our inarmuitics; but that hee did grow #p in wife- 
dome, and fature, and favour with God and men, Luk. 2. 52. and 
fo this imaze increafed in him, and hee was more and more 


fen 19. 


Coloff, 3.10.2 Pct. 3.1804 - aas 

Fourthly, the image of God in e4dam confilted onely in 
{uch gifts and endowments as made lim a perfett naturali man, 
capable ofanearthly felicity: It did not enable him to fearch 
into the heavenly things of God, nor make him partaker of hoa 
venly glory: But the image of God in Chrift confifts of /pirituall 
gifts and fupernaturall graces, which doc enable aman to fearch 
into the deepe things of Ged, which never entered into the heare 
of Adam in innocency, 1 Cor, 3. 9,10. or of any meere na- 
turall man; and which doe make him fit to fee God and to 
inherite the Kingdome of heaven, 1 Cor. 15. 50, and Hebr. 
12. 14. ; 

J ie image of Godin which Adam was created, did confift 
chiefely of originall righteosfne fe, which was but a perfect sa- 
tural uprightseffe, and conformity of his reafon, underf{tanding, 
willand affections tothe willandlaw of God, made knowne 
to him in the creation, and alfo in the perfect frame and difpo- 
fition of his body, and ofall parts thereof, by which they were 
moft aptand ready to follow his upright reafon, willand af- 
fections in all things , and to move and worke accordingly 
and the Scriptures attribute ne more to man, while ar 

that 


as appeares Rom, 12, 2,2 Cor. 3.18, and 4. 16, Ephe/. 4.13516. 
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that imagein thecreation, but onely that Ged mad: man upright, 
Ecclef.7. verfelatt, this was the heightand perfe@ion of that 
image. But the mage of God in Chrift, the fecond Adam con- 
taines init therighteoufnefle and helineffe of truth, Ephe/.4, 24, 
that is, a righteoufneffe wrought in us,by the holy Ghott,and a 
true holineffe and holy conformity to God, which cannot faile 
and deceive, and which doth elevate andlift ms ap toheavenly 
felicity, and theeternall fruition of God. 

The imffge of God in which Adam was made, was but the 
uprightneffe of fervants, and conformity to the will of God; 
commanding as Lord and Creatour under paine of death, Ges. 
2.17. But the imageofGod in Chrift is the smsage of Sons aud 
Children , not onely adopted to God in Chrift; but alfo begotten 
and borne of Gods imnsortall feed, even his Spirit, and made 
partakers of the divine nature, Ioh, 3.5. Gal. 4.5. 1 Pet. 1. 23. 
and 2 Per. 1. 4. 110h,3. 9. 

Laftly, the image of God in which Adam was made, did 
not inthe greateft perfection of it give thar fulnef[e and fuf- 
ciency of contentment, which might {fettle his refolutioa never 
to defire more; for he¢, out of a defire to know more, and to bee 
like God in knowing good andevill, was cafily tempted and drawne 
by the Serpent to cat of the forbidden fruite : But the image 
ot God in Chrift, the fecond Adam gives fuch foid content to 
Gods people, even here inthis fraile life in the fate of grace, 
where they have it butin part, that neither Zife, zor death, ner 
Angels, nor principalities, nOr powers, nOr anguifh perfecntion perill 
orfword , can make them willing to forgoe it. for any other hope: 
and in the full perfection of it after the laft refurrection, it 
brings falneffe of joy, contentment and fatisfaction, and fils men 
up with rhe fulneffe of God, Pfalme v6.11. and 17.15. Kom. 8, 
35» Eptel 3.19. : . 

Now thefe things which I have here laid downe by way 
of plaine DoGrine, concerning the true meaning of the words. 
image and likeneffe, and the difference betweene the image 
of God, in which the firt Adam was created, and the imege 
of Godin the fecond Adam Chrift, in which hee was formed 
by the holy Ghoft, and into which all the cle@ are changed and 
resacd, vinen they are regenerate and made new seer in 
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Images 
effentiall, 
and accle 
dental, 


Images diftingnt[hed into fevrali forts, 


him may ferve for excellent ufe : as I fhall thew, when I have 
defcrived the imageof God, wherein our firt Parents were 
created, and have laid downe, by way of Do&rine, the particu- 
lars wherein it doth confift, 

But before I can diftin@ly defcribe the Image of which 


< mytexthere f{peakes, I muft yeta little more diltin@ly thew 


the feverall forts of images which, are images of God, and of 
other things. | 

There are images which are effentiall and perfet, towit, every 
perfon begotten by another of his owne nature; and images 
which are accidextall and imperfeél. 

An effentiall image, is either abfolute and moft perfect; or 
lefe perfe. 

The eflentiall image whichis mf perfect and abfolute, is one 
perfon begotten by another of the fame undivided fubftance 
and being, in all effentiall properties equall and alike, diftiné 
onely by perfonall properties and fubfiftence. Thus the eternall Son 
of Godis the image of the Father of whom he is begotten from all 
eternity, of the fame nature and individual! fubltahce, For the 
fecond perfon the Son, confidered according to his divinity 
fimply as God, before his afluming of our fraile nature; is faid 
to bee in the forme of Ged, that is his peron is of the fame effence, 
glory, and majelty withthe Father, and hee thought it no robbery 
to bee equall with Ged , that is to have all eflentiall properties of 
God cquall which the Father, as the Apoftle teftiheth, ‘Philip. 
2.6. and in this refpect, hee is called the image of the snvifible 
God, Coloff. 1.15. and the brightneffe of his glory, and the expreffe 
image of his perfon, Hebr. t. 3. which words though they have 
refpect to Chrilt, as heeis che p¥ord made fiejfh yand God incarnate, 
revealing God in his goodnefle, wifedome, juftice, mercy, 
power, and the like: yet they muft not bee limited to his incar- 
nation; but are extended to his deity as hee is the eternall Word 
the Son the fecond Perfon , dy whom the Father created all 
things, and who with the Father doth #phold and {uftaine all 
things as the words immediatly following doe fhew. For 
indeed the eternall Word the Son, is inthe torme of God, one 
aud the fame God, of the fame fubdftance, glory, and majelty 
with the Father, and onely diftinguifhed in pev-fozall Prope’ 
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yelatiom , and fubfiftence: And: therefore hee alone can truely 
bee called the image of God in this fenfe, which is moft per- 
fectand abfolute. l 

The effentiall or fubftantiall image which is efe perfect then 23 
the other,is either zastaral? or fupernaturall, — l 

A naturall effentiall image is one perfon begotten by ano- Naturall. 
ther of the fame nature and kind of fuoftance; and equall and 
alike in the fame kind of naturall properties, but not of the fame 
fingular fubftance and individuall properties; thus every Son 
of manis the tmage of the Fatber which begets him; for though 
hee hath a feverall toule and body, and feverail properties which 
are ofthe fame kind, but not the fame fixgu/ar with thofe of 
his Father: yet becaufe hisbody and foule, and all the faculties 
of it, are of the fame kind, and in the outward forme refem- 
bles his Father, and his Father may bee feene as it were in 
him, therefore hee is his Fathers image and made in his like- 
nefe. : - 

A fupersaterall eficntiall imageisa nature or perfon, who And fus 
is fo begotten of God by the holy Ghoft, given to bee ahd abide Peratie 
inhim, as the immortal feed of God; that heeis made partaker ”° L 
of the divise natare, that i£, hath not onely fupermturail , and 
fpirituall gifts wrought in him, by which hee is made fit to fee 
and enjoy God: butalfois #xsited to God, and God becomes his 
portion for ever. 

This image tscither primary or fecondary. The primary image 
ofthis kindis onely Chrift as hes 1s man, or the humane nature 
of Chrift, which God formed and made in the womb of rée 
virgin fo pure and holy by the holy Ghoff from the firt con- 
ception, in which she holy Ghoft came upon her, and the power of 
the Almighty over-fhadowed her, Luk, 1. thatit was not onely 
molt pure and holy, and full of the holy Ghoft from the firft 
being of it ;but alio was perfonally afumed and united to tke eternall 
Son of God, the fecond Perfon in the bleffed Trinity , and fò 
became the firft borne of every creature, Coloff. 1. 15, andthe 
firft fruits which doe fanctifiethe whole maffe of the de, 

1 Cor, 15. 23. and he head from whom the Spirit is:derived 
unto all the ciect, Ephef. 4.15, fo that they become a kind of fire ` 
fraits of Gods creatures, Iam, 1.18, - ' 
i tl The 


net © 


eo Several forts of images. 


The fecondany {upernaturall image is every ele&, regenerate 
child of God, begotten and borne of his Spirit, fhed on them 
through Chrilt, Zie, 3. 6. and fo created a new man after God, 
in rightcoufnefe and holineffe of truth, and made partakers of the 
divine xature, one with God in Chrilt and by Chrift, Joa. 17, 23. 
I call this a /econdary image, becanfe the clect become this image 
not immediatly, but after a {econdary manner, by derivin g the 
Spirit from Chrift ,and by union with God in him, I call it 
afupernaturall image, becaule it is above mans nature, and be- 
longs not to him ın th: creation, nor confifts in any wat#rall 
properties or refemblance, And I call it an effensiall image, be- 
caufe every regenerate man, hath in him the holy Ghoft dwel- 
ling as the fonle of hes Joule, quickning the whole man; which 
Spirit is of the fame effence with the Father and the Son. And 
in re{pec of this Spirit, and his gifts dwelling in his zaber- 
wacles their bodies, and furnifhing them throughout; they are 
truely called, and areindecd, 4 sew smage of God, and new creae 
bares. 

Allthele forts ofimages are to bee excluded out of this text, 
for our firft parents are not here faid to bee created after God 
effentially or fupernaturally, but onely in the accidentall and na- 
turall image of God; as 1 havein part fhewed before, and fhall 
alfo Derm more fully fhew in all the particulars, 

The accidentall or imperfect image of a thing or ofa perfon, 
isa thing or perfon fo framed and made by another, as by a pa- 
terne, and after the likeneffe of that paterne, thatit doth very 
much vefemble it in likeneffe and fimilitude, but yet is not every 
way equall, nor in all things fully alike, nor of the fame nature- 
and dubflance with it, 

Inan image of this kind, there are required two things ne- 
ceffarily : ; | 

1 Firit, that the thing which is the image bes very like, that 

"whereof it is theimage; yea folike, that it mult refémble and 

rcprefent either the nature and eficntiall forme of it, or the 

outward formeand figure, or fome {peciall properties and pro~- 

per,qualitics of it; or all theíe together, and yct in a different 
Aubflance, , l ) 

Secondly, that it bee formed. and made by that whereof is . 

t 


What required iu every image. 26? 


the image, and according to the paterne of it: Where any of 
thefe two is wanting, there can bee no image at all; as for 
example, One egge is like another in nature, fudltance, and alt 
naturall properties; yet that egge is not the image of the other, 
becaufe the oneis not made by the other, as the paterneofit: 
fo wee may fay ofan apple, or a figge, and of many- other things: 
but the forme of an eggeor apple made in chalke,: or pate, or 
wax,is the image of an egge or apple,though not foilike it as ano- 
ther eggeor apple, and farre different in nature and fubltance, 
becaufe it is formed by itas by a paterne, And againe, though 
anegge bee formed in the body , and of the naturall fubftance 
of abird , and fometimes wormes are bred in the bodies of mea 
and beats; ‘and the egge refembles the bird in whiteneffe or 
in variety Of other colours, and the wormes feemelike mans 
fieh, in whom they are bred, both in colour and fubftance, and 
in life, fenfe, and motion : yet they cannot bee called images, be- 
caufe they arenot likein (hape nor outward forme, nor in any 

roperty, but onely in {fome qualities, and fmall refembtance,. 
But the picture or frarwe, made after aman, and in many things 
like him, though more like another man then him, yet it is his 
image, and not the image and pi@ureof another: {0 the figure 
ofa man appearing in a glafle when hee ftands before it; though 
it differs in nature and fubitance, andis butavanifhing thadow: 
yet becaufe'in outward shape, forme-and colour itis very like; 
and is expreffed in the glaffe by him looking init, therefore is. 
his image, And the: imspreffion of a {tamp or feale madein wax 
or well tempered clay is the image of that ftampe or feale, 
though it bee not perfectly like, by reafon offfome fmall defeats 
inthe wax, clay or ftamping ; and the impreffion of another 
feale engraven with the fame figure or letters may bee in all 
„points more like , and yet not theimage of it, becaufe it was 
not made after it; butby another {eale engraven with the fame - 
figure, 

Now then, that wee may plainely fee that man was created, Man mada 
and how hee was created ix the image of God , and made after aficr Gods 
his likeneye , and that hee is a truc accidenrall image of God 1 
bis Creatour, Wecare to. obferve and. take notice of thefe two 


things : 


264 Man alone beares Gods image. 
L Firft, that God did frame mans nature, even his whole {oule 
and body after himfelfe, with istent that both his fubftance, 
and naturall properties and endowments might take their pat- 
terne from him his Creatour; thatis, in a word, God himielfe 
was the originall and chiefe patterne by which alone man was 
made and formed., ' 7- aT 
'. Secondly, that though divers other creatures had in.divers 
things more refemblance of God, then man had; asthe heavens 
in large comprehenfion of the vifible World, the Sun in glorions 
brightneffe, beauty and Majefty; the higheft heaven in glory and 
immutability; And all creatures, as they have eflence and being, 
and were made good and perfect in their kind,have, fome more, 
{ome fewer, impreffions and refemblance of God in his effence 
and attributes: yet none can bee called the image of God among 
all vifible creatures but onely man; becaufe, though God formed. 
all things after his owne will, wifedome, and goodneffe; yet 
hee made no vifible creature living or without life, /o farre ree 
fembling binsfelfe in his natare and effentiall properties , that it 
might juitly or with good reafon bee called bu image; but onely 
man, As man alonc-of all creatures under heaven was made 
in the image of Ged; fo manalone doth fo plainely refemble God, 
is fo amped wath the impreflion of Gods properties; and in 
his whole nature and frameis made fo fit a /ubjeft for God to 
dwell in, and tobee conforsmed to God; and wherein God may 
feewhis wifedome, power, goodnefle, liberty of will, jultice, 
mercy and other attributes, that hee onely of all vifible crea- 
tures can truely bee called the image of Ged. | , 
Particulars Let us now therefore in the next place come to the things, 
wherein wherein this image of God did confift, and in refpe@ of which 
= wy € things man is faid to bee created in the image of God, and to bee 
e the image ofGod his creatours. =- 
Conformie  Firft, itisa moft.certaine truth thatthe image of God, in 
ty of Adam which man was created, is nothing elle but the conformity of 
co God. man unto God; and manis truly called che image of God in refpect 
ofall thofe things wherein hee doth, more then any other v1- 
fible creatures, refemble God in his divine effence and properties, 
Wow this conformity of man unto God is twofold, primary, 
or fecondary, E a 
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B e ia. 
+ Primarie conformity, is feated in the So#le of man, or in man In foule, 
according to his foulethe chiefe part of his fubftance, | 

Secondary conformitie is that which-1s in man according to 
his bodie, and confifts in the body and in things which belong to 
his body. 

Coriformitie of Man to God in his Soule, is either inthe 
Nature of fubftaace of his Soule, or in the naturall Faculties, 
Properties, and Exdowments of it. 

Firft, conformity to God in the Sub/Rasce ofhisSoule,isthe 14. 

finsilitude which mans Soule hath unto the nature and fubftance In the fub- 
of God, inthat mans Souleisnota Corporeal fubftance, asall Ranc otir. 
vifible Creatures are, nor a Material body created of any former 
matter, but itis apere Spirit,even a fpicituall, tncorporeall, invi- 
fible and living fubftance, and foit iscalled. 1 Cor, 2,11. Heb, 
12.23. andboth here in my text;and 1 Cor 15. 45. a Living 
Soule which lives and gives life to the body ; andin thefe things 
it is ke unto God who in his nature and being is a Spirit,ora fpi- 
rituall fubftance,as our Saviour affirmes, 7ob, 4.2.4.& is called the 
Juvifiole God Colof. 1.156 & Tim. 1.17. and the Living God 
Pfat. 42.2. & ler. wo. 10. & lob, 6, 96.and his Eternall power 
and Godhead are called Jnwifible chings, Rom 1,20. yeaas God 
faith of himfelfe, Z/a 40. 18. So wee may truely fay of mans 
Soule, that it cannot truely be /zkenedto any vifible thing, neither 
can any bodily fubftance refemble it. 

Conformity to Godin the watarall facalties, properties andin 37 
dowments of his Soule is the likeneffe, and {imilitade which man In the na. 
inref{pect of his rea/on, under ftanding, liberty of will, defires and tural fa- 
affettions, all upright and perfect, had unto Gods wifedome, ; topes 
knowledge, goodne fle, libertie, j ufticeymercy,and the like. B 

Firft, man in his perfect #nderftanding, naturall light, wife- x: 
dome and know ledge,did refemble Gods wifedome,and know- 
ledge ofall things, For man in his creation, and naturall integritie 
did rightly know Godand himfelfe, and did perfett ly underftand 
allthe workes, and the nature of all the creaturesof Cod, and 
what was good both for himfelf and them, {o far as was needfull 
in his kind, and in that naturall efate, and what was juft for him 
todo: and how to beare him(elfuprightly towards Godand all 
his creatures, That he had the knowledge and underftanding of ` 
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all thefe things fufficiently to make him perfe& and happie in 
that eftate; and that there was no errour or ignorance in him 
of any thing which was meet for him to know. appears moft 
plainely by divers things. 

Firlt,by Gods giving to man dominion and rule over all living 
createres, and puting himin the garden to dre ffe it, and puting 
allthe earth in Subjeciton to him ; whieh God would never have 
done, being infinitly wife and juft, except he had knowne man to 
be one who underitood and knew the nature of the earth, and all 
Herbes, Plants, and Trees in it; and by hisreafon, wifdome and 
knowledge was able toruleall Creatures with difcretion, and to 
order them according to their feverall natures, and to dreffe the 
garden, and fubduethe earth. 

Secondly,by Adams naming of all the Creatures, every one by 
uch anameas did fhew the nature of it; fothat God did approve 
and confirme the names,Gen, 2,19 and every Creature did in all 
likelyhood come to 4dam being called by that name. 

Thirdly, by theunderftanding which he had of the nature of 
the woman (when God thewed her to be formed of his Rib) and 
wary giving her the name NWN, Woman, or foee Mary 

CH. 2,23. 

Fourthly, by Adams free converfing with God, and hearing of 
his voice without fear or dread ; which was a {trong evidence of 
an upright heartand pure con{cience, and that he knew God, and 
his goodneffe ; and that though God was greater then he could 
comprehend , yet Ged would notburt him, butuphold him fo 
long as he did obey Gods will revealed to him, 

Secondly, man did refemble God in theperfe&t Usberty and 
freedome of his will, and inthe perfeé conformity of it to the re- 
vealed and knowne willofGod, and inthe teadineffe and natu- 
tall forwardneffe of it to will whatfoever good was within his 
power,and of himfelfto wilinething which was unjult and evill: 
by thefe things he refembied the free will and liberty of God, 
and his jattice and equitic in all his doings. That mans will was 
moft free to good, and thathe had power of willto obey God 
appeares, 

Firlt by this, thatthe Law of God was written iz bis heart as 
therule ofhis life and actions;and that fo deeply, that it remaines: 

3R: 


Mans will mo]? free before bis’ fall 


inthe heart of his corrupt {ced in fome meafure, & cannot be quite 
blotted out. As he knew by hisunderltanding and in his minde, 
{o he wasWilling in his heart, to will and to do all accordingly ; 
& of himfelf would never have fallen,ifthe Devill chat Spirttuad 


wickedneffe, had not by the Serpent {educed and deceived him.” 


Secondly, by the power and Dominion which God gaveto 
him over all Creatures vifible ; which he would not have done, if 
man had not beenas ready in wil, as perfect in kxow/edge to rule 
themaright. It is not knowledge alone,but uprightnefle of heart, 
and will, and power, and freedome to will juft things jultly, 


which God requires to make an able and fufficient Reler, as Da- 5 oy a 2” 
- e 3. «9 


usd veltifiethin his laft words. 

Thirdly, it is manifeft by the commaundement which God 
gave tomantobe obeyed #rder paine of death, which he being a 
good God wouldnever have impofed on man, if mans willhad 
not been free and upright; for trenhe had laid a fnare which man 
could not have avoided ; and had required more of man, then 
man by his naturall power Was able to performe, 

Thiradly,man was alfo conformableto God, andto his juft 
will, goodneffe, purity and happinefle, in all the defres aud ajfe~ 
lions of his heart and foule, He ofhimielf defired no more but 
that which God gave him and allowed him 3 hee loved God as 
his Creatour, andthe author of all his good ; Hedid rejoice in 
Gods favour, love, and bountie ; He delighted himfelfinall the 
naturall gifts Which God had given him, and in the good creatures 
of God ;there was perfect Harmonie and [weet cenfent between 
his reafon, underftanding, will, and his defires and affeCtions : 
whatfoever he knew tobe good and juf, that he freely willed, 
defired and affettedsthere was no diforder, difcord or repugnancy 
and diffention in any power or faculty of Soule, or Body ; ne 
leaft caufe of griefe, but all joy end content. And ofbimfelfhe 
never would have defired mote then God had given, nor coveted 
an higher eftate, if Satan had not /xggefted {uch defire, and fedu- 
ced him. ý 
z This, andindeed all the whole perfect uprightneffe of man in 
all the powers and faculties of his Soule, in his underftanding, 
will, deires and affedtions is moft clearly confirmed by plainc. 
teltimonies of holy Scripture, ani 

Firft 


? 
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268 Mans conformity to God m bis Body, 
P Firft, by, thelatverfe of this Chapter, where itis faid that 
when God had created man Male and Female, and finithed the 
Creation, he [aw every thing which he had made, and behold it 
was very good, If man Was very good; then was he upright in all” 
the faculties of the Soule, in his underftanding, will, deGres and 
-affections, and there could be no difcord among them ; forchatis _ 
evilland miferable, . | Shed 
Secondly we have the teftimony of the wife Preacher Ecclef. 
7230, that Godmade man upright, that is,in Originall righteonf- 
neffe, conformable in his upright reafon, underftanding, will and 
affeét rons tothe jutt revealed will of God. r, 


Thirdly, experience teacheth thatthe things which make man 
afhamed, are iguorance and errour in mind and underltanding, 
perverfrefe of will, diforderly lefts and affe&ions, and deformity 
and diffemper either in Soule cr Body. Now Manand Woman 
had no caule of hame in them, neither were they ahamed when 
they were »zkedand went uncovered in all parts, as Wee reade 
Chap. 2. 25. and therefore in the ftate of innocencie all thefe 
caufes of fhame were far from him, andhe moft free from them, 

In body. The Secondary conformity of man to God, whichis in man 

t- according to hws Body, confilisinthings which belong to the body 
and tothe outward vifible man. 

Firlt, wee muftnot conceive, that Godis any kind of body or 
bodily [ubjtance (asbla{phemous Vorfiezs and other Armiuians 
have written) neither that God hath a forme and fhape likea 
mans body,as the Authromorphites of old dreamed: For itis’ 
manifeft, that in him, who is infinit, and fo prefent in all places, 
thathe isin his whole eflenceinevery place; fhould have any 
difference, or limitation or dimenfion, or meafure of feverall 
parts, which is neceflatily required inthe forme,fhape and fub- 
(tance of mans body and every bodily thing, 

3, But yet, becanfe inthe moft wife, andartificiall frame, and 
natural! remper of mans body ; and the moft fr di/pofitten, and 
order of all parrs, by which it isa fit /ubie& for a reafonable 
Soule, andthe principall parts of ir fic inffruments for thefeve-. 
rali faculties of the Souic, whereby ro performe their many and 
feverall workes and operationsthe wiledome, power, and goed- 
nefie of God did hine forth of mans body, more then inall vi- 

| oe . fible 


Mans bodily conformity to God, 


i e a 
fible creatures ; andthe Image of God appeared in it. Maas eyes, 
fight, and all outward {enfes did reprefentGods omn: ‘cience and 
knowledge of all things; his hands did fhew and reprefent Gods 
power todo and worke whatfoever he will; his armes did repre- 
{ent Gods ftrength and power to fave kis People, and to dettroy 
his enemies ; The beauty, comelineffe,& natural! majefty which 
appeared in mans body & upright (tature, by which he did over- 
looke all creatures, as one molt fit to rule chem, did fhew forth 
and reprefent the glory and majeftieofGod and his Lord/ip, 
domsxson, providence and power, by which he governsall things. 
Ina as though mans body was mutable inthe Creation and 
{tate of sunocency, and might fall from that ftate : yet folong as 
man didcontinue in that tate, and did not fin, he had that /sve/y 
vigour, & perfelt remper of body,which did free him from death, 
and all evills which tend to hurt and deftrution ; which alfo was 
able to uphold him in /sfe and ffrength fir ever, if finhad not en- 
. tred, and fo in fome forthe was immortal and impaffible, not 
fubje&t to death or any paffion and {uffering of hurtand evil in 
hisbody, and fo there was in his body /omse likene/fe of Gods im- 
mortalitic. 

For proofe ofthis wee have good arguments in Scripture ¢ 
Firft God himfelf fhewecth that churther, and fhedding of mans 
bloud is a defacing of his Image in which he created man; and 
for that caufe he threatensrevenge of murther, and of violence 
offered to Manas blond, Gen, 9.5,6. Now murther and fhedding 
of mans bloud is a defacing of mans body ; therefore the body 
alfois a fecondarie Image of God. 

Secondly, the Scriptures which fet forth Gods attributes and 
workins by feverall parts of mans body, as his omnifcience and 
providence by Eyes, P/al.33518.3.(ron.16, 9. his activity and 
working Bands, as Exod. 15.16. Pfal, 44.3. 1/4. 51.9. his 
love, and mercy by Bovwells as 1/4,63. 15. fer.31. 20. his pu- 
nifhing and revenging Iuftice by breath of mouth and noftrslls 
Pfal. 38. 15.and La. 11.4, his fecret thoughts, counfells and 
purpoles by Heart,P/al, 33. 11. his utterance of his mind and 
will by Mouth, Fer. 9, 12. thefe Metaphors dofhew that the 
body of man and chiefe parts of it have fome fimilirude of Gods 
attributes and workes,and {o mans body is-{econdarily the Image 
andlikenefle ofod, T3 Thirdly , 
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Thirdly , the Sctiptures:fhew that death % the wages of 
Sin, and all mortality and {ubjeétion to evills and paffions, which. 
tend to hurt and corruption came in by mans difobedience and 
fall, as appeats,Row. 5.12, and 6, 23,andby Gods, commina- 
tion, Gen, 2.19. Butin the Creation and (tate of innocencie man 
hadinhimno Sin, ‘nor any inclination of himfelf to: any evil! or 
Sin ; therefore he was after a fort tasmortall and incorruptible 
in hisbody, and hadeven init a fimilitude of Gods immortality. 

F outthly, the body wasin all things conformable to the Soule, 
fit and ready in allthingsto follow the motions of the Soule, to 
be directed and moved by the upright reafon will and affections, 
and to dceall workes unto which they moveit ; and therefore 
as the Soule was made in the primary Image and likeneffe ; (othe 
body in the fecondary Image and likenefle of God. 

Laftly, toconclude this do&rine of Gods Image in which man 
was created, Wee may not unfitly affirme, and with good reafon 
hold ; that though man in the {tate of innocency before the pro- 
mife of Chrift, had no Ss#pernataral/ gifts, nor any pact of the 
Spirituall Image of the fecond Adam ; but was onely a perfect 
natural! man,and notimmediatly, & proxima potentia capable of 
fupernaturall grace, nor of the Divine nature: yet becan({e his na- 
ture and whole frame was fuchas had a poffibility, or remote 
power, to be made partaker ofthe Holy Ghott ; united to God in 
Chrilt, and made partaker of the Divinenature, and anew crea- 
ture,or new man framed after God; therefore he in this refpe@ 
may be faidtobe (reated inthe Image of God ; that is infucha 
forme, and of fuch anature, ashad a poffibility to become like 
unto Chrift, anda new creature made in the Spirituall Image of 
God. 

Now this Do4trine of Gods Image briefly and compendionfly 
proved inall parts , is of excellent ufe. | 
I. Firft this difcoversthe infinite riebes of the bounty of God paf- 
Richesof (ing allbounds; and declares his goodnefle tobelike a great deep 
ae . which can never be founded, in that he hath ovetcome all our 

euntre to `, d : i K i. | 
all, evill and malice towards him with hisgreat goodnefle tous, and- 
and when wee had forfeited our being, and bis Imag¢in which. 
he createdus good and perfec withal naturail perfetiong, and. 
did jultly deferve to degenerate and be turned into the Zmage 


gd 
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of the Divell, and tobecome inthe likenefle of his malice, and 
and mifery ; he out ofhis owne meere mercy and free graceand 
bounty, did give his Sexe, and the Sonne did freely undertake 
to humble himfelf,to become a /ecoud ef dim made ina better 
Insage,even an heavenly and {pirituall, thathe might not onely 
fufpend the execution of Gods jut fentence upon mankind, and 
procure to the firk Adam and.allhis pofterity the continuance 
of their zaturall being for atime, and of fome reliques of the 
Image which they had wholly forfeited : but alfo mightrenue a 
great number chofen out of mankind, and reftore them toabetter, 
evenan heavenly Image;by transforming and changing them in- 
to his /piritualland /npermaturall Image, and making them con- 
formable toit, aad partakers of the Divine nature,by the myfti- 
cail dwelling end powerfull operation of his {pirit intchem. Here 
is that which may dazle the eyes of men, and thefight of Angells, 
when they tooke intoit; and which may aftoniih all hearts of 
men, and confoundall humane reafon, whenthey thinke ofir, 
and heare it-preached ; That God izfinitely juft and holy,to hate 
and punifh Sin, fhould, by ourevill, and Sin committed again{t 
himandhis jult will and Law, take occafion tò bemore good, 
and to {hew greater goodnefleto us; and when wee deferved, 
tohave zo being but in Helland eternall mifery; hath raifedus 
up tothe /pirisnall fate of grace from which we cannot be hurled 
and cat downe by all the powers of darkenefle, and by which 
Wee {hall afcend to the blefled ftate of Heavenly and Eternali 
glory. Here islove/srpajfing all, kuowledge,the depth whereof 
Wee may admire, and adore ia {lence ; but neither can our hearts 
conceive, nor our tongues expreffe the falne fe thereof, 
Secondly ,this former difcourfe fhewes, what a vaine and foo- 2. 
lifh thing itis, for Chriftian people, torbe fo wedded tothe opi- Fe 
njons ot godly learned men in all points, which have beene eae 
formerly received and commonly beleeved ; or tobe fo ftrongly aa ms 
° 5 . pie 
conceipted and perfwaded of their full underftanding and per4 nions, as 
fect knowledge of all the Scriptures , and of alltruch taughtunerninz. 
in the written word of GOD ; that whatfoever they have 
taught, and commonly held, they will cleave too till death ; 
and they. will receive, and -embrace; no trath ,.nor any ex- 


Pofition of any Scripture, which hath not beene.before obferved; 
— i Ta taught, 
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taught and publifhed in the Sermons and writings of the godly 


learned Ancient Fathers, and thefounde(t Orthodox moderne 
Divines. Iconfefle the Scriptures alone, dayly read and heard 
by men of ordinary capatity and learning, areable tomake them 
wife to Salvation; For the waytolife may eafily be difcerned 
by their guidance,and dire&tion, But thereare degrees of know- 
ledge, and divers meafures of Guifts ; and when a man knoweth 
enough to bring him on inanordinarie way tolife, yet there is 
ftill more knowledge to be learned, and a greater deprh of knew. 
ledge to be found in the Scriptures which are doubtfull, obfcure, 
and more hard to beunderltood ; and many new expofitions of 
divers places, which more plainly and fully confirme /o/id 
rruthes formerly beleeved 5 which he that fearcheth out and dif- 
covereth, doth thereby get more {trength in faith, and growth in 
grace, and more {piricuall joy and comfort, and runs on falter and 
more fpeedily and {teadfa(ily in the way to Salvation, Wee fee 
here fer example, the common opinion of Auncientand moderne 
writers to goe currant; that there is but one kind of Imageof God 
inman ; and that the Image unto which Chrift reftoresus, is the 
very fame in which e4dam was Created ; that Adam had power 
by that Image to cbtaine Heavenly glory, and to grow up tothat 
etare, which the ele@ Saints come to in Chrift; chat Chrif rea 
fores no more but that which Adam loft, and unto which he 
fhonld have attained after fome time of continuance in innocen- 
cy; that he was Createdin holineffe as well as Chrift, andtrne 
Chriftians are, and fo partaker of the Holy Ghoft. And when 
any thing is taught out of the Scriptures to the contrary, many 
mouthes,even cf mere learned men, are opened to gainfay and 
oppofe : And yet you fee the Scriptures morenatrowly fifted do 
teach moft plainely to the contrary, and have not any plaine 
fpecch tending to prove thefe common opinions: yea the Scrip- 
tures whichare alledged for them, & are foapplied & expoun- 
‘ded, do prove the contrary, if they be well weighed and canfide- 
red with å cleare judgement, not foreftalled with pre{udice and 
partialitie: wherefore let us wholly depend on Gods Word, and 
Mot on mensreafon or jugdement to fubject either the Scriptures 
or the fenfe of them thereunto; and let us Rill more and more 
chirft after increale of knowledge and underftanding of Divine 


truths. 
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truths hid in the harder places of Gods written word, knowing: 
. thacthefeare the laftrimes wherein knowledge {hall be increafed, 

as weertad, Daz, 12.4, Let us nutconfiderthe Peron which 

preacheth and teacheth ; but whar isby him taught. If now expo- 

fitions and Do@rines, not formerly taught, yea croffing the com- 
mon opinions, be proved by better grounds and clearer evidence 
of Scripture, and tend more to advance other faving truthes, to 

beate downe errours, and to increafe Piety, and godly affection in 

men ; let men take heed,and beware of rafh oppofition and gaines 

laying, leaf? they be found so fight againft God, while they ftand » 4¢, e; 
too much for the authority of men, though {uch as have beene 

holy and godly {ervants of Chrift, and famous in their genes 

rations. ae 

Thirdly, this doctrine of Gods Image in Adam dothboth di- V/e 3. 

cover andalfo minifter {trong arguments whereby to confute Of confu-- 
divers erroneous opinions much diffenting, and diffonant from tation of 
the folid truth and word of God, to wit, not onely thefe mentia- fontos 
ned before: bi others'alfo';as, that Gods Image was onely ori- FO" 
ginall righpeon/{neffe or jultice, and that the natural facultses of 

Soule and Body did not concurreto it; thatthe whole Image of 

God in Adam wasutterly loft by his fall, and is quite abolifhed 

till it be repaired and reftored by Chrift, with divers others of the 

fame ftampe ; concerning which 1 finde many hot difputations 

among the learned ; all which appeare fuperfluous, if this do- 

étrine were well weighed, and made à rule whereby to meafure 

them ; for it will, like a juft meafure,fhew which of them come 

fhort, and which goeto farre beyond the truth and true line of 

holy Scriptures, - | 

Laftly, inthis wee fee as in a cleare glaffe the dignity and | id 

excellency of bamane nature, above the nature of all other viGible * “N 
ereatures;in that he was made completely in Gods Image;and con- Le hence 
‘formable to God, and liketo him inhis whole frame, and in all noted, 
faculties of S oule, and parts and members of kody : And letthts 

firre us up to walke worthy, and befeeming fuch anature and 

frame, and labour to keepboth our whole Sonle and Spirit, and 

all members of our bodies unfpotted and unftained with (inne, 

which is the defacing of Gods Image : andetus reverence Gods - 

Amage inother men, efpecially fee ing it is repaired and ~~’ 2 

ettce 
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better kind by Chri, and abgve all take heed of cruelty and of 
defacing. Gods Lmage in any part, by cuting of members and 
mangiing the bodies of imeén,.efpecially of Gods Saintes whofe 
bodies are.-Temples and Tabernacles.of God by his Spirit, 

_, Thus much concerning the firk externall worke of God, the 
creation and the {tate wherein God created man, and. wherein 


the fate of Innocency did.confift.. t; sory > aur 


, = ig; rt gae 
Ttr EAIN ed N m 7 ny E 


emer oa Aea a 
A s 


OftheaGiaall providence of God, The Obie of it, what the 

. _ word fignifieth: in 3..thiags. Proofe that there isa providence: 
by Texts, aud Arguments, Defcription, bewing what st is; de- 
monfiratedin the parts, and branches ofit. Providence gene- 

“val aid fprciall; Ads ofit. Speciall providence in faving 
the clef? by. Chrif, what: aud in what paris, Ufes... ra: 


- 


dy? 
cps next great. externall worke of God after the creation, 
is his atual! providence, by which hee doth rule and difpo/e 
all things created, and doth order all actions which are done, 
and all events which come to paffe inthe World, to the mani- 
feltation of his glorious goodnefle.. i; a 
Obje& of ` This great worke of God doth reach through all other cx- 
provi-  ternall works,.which are, done either by God, himfelfe or. any 
dence. ‘others and doth comprehend within the compafle of itall Gods 
works which hee dothinthe World, whether they bee works 
of wifedome and power ingtuling and preferving his creatures, 
„or Workes of iujfece in punifhing anddeftroying, or workes of 
mercy and grace in redeeming repairing and faving the World; 
and in bringing his chofen to, eternal] bleffedneffe. Yeathere 
isnoworke done ,nor any eveht which comes to paffe at any 
timc, or in any age of the World; which God doth not over- 
vuleand order by his providence. For, ashee is infinite in wife- 
dome and powera able to decree and jordaine from all eternity 
wall things o/t wi/e/y, and ta create and bring to pafe, all things 
according to the coun{cll of his wallby amsgary hardof ponet, 
+ i l Which 
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which cannot bee refifted: So alfo hee is wonderfull in goodne fe 
andbounty,to provide, moft carefully all chings nee dfull in aboun- 
` dance, for the being and welbeing of his creatures, and to order 
governe and difpofe all things good and evill, moft wifely to 
the good of his elect, the iuft punifament and deftrudtion of the 
wicked, and to his owne glory)’ 5) t> 

Wherefore that wee thay better underftand': this point, 
and proceed profitably in the handling of it, Weare firk tocon- 
fider the figwification of the name, and the true fenfe of the 
word; And after ro infit'upon the thing itfelfe, andtodefine 
and defcribe thisaCtuall providenceofGod, ` 

The word providence is fometimes taken in a large enfe and What th è 
fignifies Gods care and refpe@ of all creatures: both in decreeing, word fig- 
and Ordaining their being andallthings which befall them, and nifieth. 
in executing hisetetnall decree according to the counfell of his 
owne will; for in all thefe things God did fhew a provident care 
and refpect. tm a 

Sometimes the word''is afed more friétly and that three =r 
wa e3. AN pee l ¥ vhs blow, | mod 

Fir, for the provident careandtefpett of Godin decreeing 
things for the belt, that they fhould fo come to paffe as they 
have done, or hall doe at any time hereafter, of this providence 
the Apottle {peakes Hebr. 11, 40, where hee faith, God having 
provided fome better thing for ns; that they without ux ponid 
not bee made perfet, this may bee called Gods providence in 
willing and decreeing, — i ~ 

Secondly, itfignifies Gods provident care, whichheefhewed 2.: 
in the creation of the World, and all things therein. For’ hee 
firt created things above which could fubit, and” Bee’ perfe& 
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Dyre 


by themfelves withonr the inferiour eletients and the éred; 

. turés in them, as the highef heavéns, and their inhabitants the 

Angels; then hee created the vifible heavens, which might bee 

ready by their light to bee of ufe for other th’ngs below in fuch: m 

meafure as was necdfull; then hee created the {pacious regions 

of the aire,through which thatlight might fhine to ‘other ele- 

tents, and all creatures which hee was about to create ia chem; 

and before hee created’any living creatures, Which could ‘not 

well fubit nor move themfelves yithouc greater light wh 
lat 
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-that ofthe naked heavens, hee created the Sun, Moone, and 
Starres, which might both give fight fufficient tothofe creatures, 
-and alfo might cheerifh and comfort them and all other things, 
which were madeto ferve for their ufe- And before heecrea- 
ted mankind male and female inhis owneémage, fitto rule un- 
der him in the inferiour World, hee prepared and’made ready 
for them all creatures , which they ‘might rule over; all kinds 
‘of delicate food in great variety andaboundance, and a Lordly 
palace and place of pleafure wherein to dwell, in which he put 
them {o foone as they Were created. As God in all this fhewed 
his provident care for man and all creatures, to -make them every 
one perfe& intheir kind with naturall perfection inthe creation: 
fo I have noted this his attuall providence in thefeverall paf- 
fages of the creation and have unfolded it fo farre as for the 

prefent was neceffary. i 

2 Thirdly, this word is frequently ufed to fignifie Gods provi- 
dent care in ordering and governing the whole created World, 
and preferving allcreatures therein, and in 4¢/pofing every thing 
which doth befall them and come to paffe in the W orld, to fome 
good end, according:to the counfell of his owne will. This is 
the 2ifwall providence which now comes to bee diftingly 

handied,and unfolded in the next place after the creation, 
l Proofe But before I come to defcribe this providence of God, and to 
that provi- fay open the nature, object, feverall parts and kinds of it, I hold 
| cenceise sehecelary to prove clearly out ofthe holy Scriptures, thatthere 
| is in God fuch a providence and provident care, which hee doth 
| fhew and exercife in the ruling and governing of the whole 
| World, andordering, and difpofing all things to their feverall 
ends; And that God 1s not acarelefle, fleepie and fumbering one, 
who doth neglect, and nor fee, regard, and care for any things 
here below, as (ome blind fooles, defpetate Arheiffs, and 
wicked Men have imagined and fpoken,as the P/almift (heweth, 
Pfalme 10. 11. 13. and 94,7. who fay, that the Lord doth not 
fee, God hath forgotten, bee hideth hts face, hee will never fee, 
nor regard nor requsre what is done among menin the World. 
Forthe manifeft proofe of Gods providence, I will firlt re 
rchearfe forne notable reflimonies, even plaine texts of holy 
Scripture, which being laid together may minifter co us fufh- 
cut 
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cient matter, and occafion, to defcribe and fet forth the aual - 
providence of God, and all things wherein it doth confit, and 
which thereto belong. : 

Pfalme 14, 2. The Lord lookethdowne from heaven upon Texts of 


piled Children of mento fee if there bee any that doe underftand Scripwre 
and feeke after God. a 
Pfalme 32- 13, 14:15. The Lord loooketh from heaven, saat mii 


hee beholdeth all the Sons of men, from the place of his habita- provi- 
tion, hee looketh upox all the inhabitants of the Earth, Hee dence, 
falhioneth all their hearts alike, hee confidereth all their 
works, 

Pfalme 34. 15, 16. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righ- 
teous, andhiseares are open unto their cry. The face of the Lord | 
is againft them, that doe evili to cut off the remembrance of 
oem fromthe Earth, -~ 

Pfalme 36. 6, Thy indgments O Lord are a great despes 
thou preferveft man and beafts, 

P fatme 104. 27,28, 293 30. All living things wait npon 
the Lord , that hee may give them their meat in due feafen, Hee 
giveth to them, and they gather it; hee openethhis band, and 
they are filled with good, when he hideth hu face they are tron- 
bled, when hee taketh away their breath they dye and returne ta 
their daft; when hee fendeth forth hss Spirit they are created, and 
hee renueth the face of the Earth, 

Pfalme 113.5. W700 is like unto the Lordour God, who dwel- 
leth on high. 6, Who bumbleth himfelfe to behold the things that 
are in Heaven and in Earth. 7, Heraifeth the poore out of the 
duft, and lifteth the needy one of the dunghill, that he may fet 
him with Princes, 

Palme 13856. Though the Lord be high: yet he bathre/pe & to 
the lowly. 

. $0612, 7, But aske now the beafts, and they foall teach. and 
tne fowles of the Aire, and they hali tell thee. 8,Or {peake to the 
Earthy and it fa'l teach thee; andthe fijes of the Sea fhall de- 
clare unto thee, 9. Who knowethnotinall thefe, that the hand 
of the Lord hath wrought this, 10 In whofe hand is the 
fosle of every hving thing and the breath of all mankind, . 
_ 2 Chron, 16, 9.The eyes of the Lerdrun to and fro through 
Í Cup 
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out the Earth, to fhew bimfelfe firong for themphofe Heart is 
perfeét, 

a at, 22.0nd4:.8, 9. The Lord proveth himfelfe tobee 
the onely true God by his provident care over all things, and his 
forefight and prediftson of things which afterwards hee brin- 
gethto paffe; and that Idols are vo Gods, becaufe they cannot 
do any {uch things. 

Matth, 6,26. Behold the fowles ef the Aire, they fow not, 
neither doe they reap , nor gather into barnes; yet your heavenly 
Father feedet h them, 

Matth, 10.29, 30, Are not two fparrowes fold for a 
farthing, and not one of them fhal! fall on the ground without 
your Father; But the very hatres of your head are allnumbred. 

Hebr, 4. 13, All things are naked, and opened to his eyes, 
neither is there any creature, which is not manifeft in his 
fight. 

E Pet, 5,7. Caf your care upon him for bee careth for 

you, 
É Thefe texts laid together doe aboundantly fhew Gods 
actuall providence,and the extent of it toall things created, and 
doc Minifterto us every Doétrine which concernes the object, 
parts, and kinds of it, 

And befides thefe Scriptures, wee have {trong Arguments 
to prove theactuall providence of God, i 

‘Arg. Le Firft, hee who is the Omnipotent Creatour, Lord, and Pof~ 

feffor of Heaven and Earth, and all things therein, infinite in 
wifedome, knowledge, goodnefle, mercy, juftice, muft needs 
have a provident care to crder, rule, difpofe, and preferve all 
things which belong to him: Now fach aone is God, asi 
have aboundantly proved before in unfolding his attributes; 
hee is infinite in power, Wifedome, knowledge, goodneffe, 
and the like ; the Creatour and {upreme Lord of all things. 
The whole World is his, and all things therein belong to him; 
Pfalme 50, t2. Therefore, undoubtedly , hee hath a provi- 
dent care of all, andan eye and hand in ordering all things, 

Arg. % Secondly, the workes which God doth, and the things 
which hee brings to pafe in the World, doe fhew his wife 
careand providence. Hee giveth raine in due feafon ne 
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fing to his obedient people;& he withholdeth it from the wicked 
for a izh punifoment,&makes their heaven as bralfe, &their Earth 
as iron; he bleffeth men in their basker and fiore, & inthe increase 
of their cattell,and the fruite of their ground;and he againe for fin. 
maketh frnitfull lands barres, and deftroyes their cattell with 
‘murraine andwith thenderbolts, Levit.26. Deut. 23. lob 14, 
12. Pfalm, 107.34. By nim Kings are fer up torule,and Prin. 
ces and Iudges to execute inftice, andto judge, noz for themfelves 
butforhim, Prov. 8.15. 2 Chron. 19,6. He breaketh downe 
and fhutteth up, and none can refift him, hee leadeth counfellors 
away {poiled, and maketh Iudges fooles ; Hee loofeth the band 
of Kings, and poureth contempt upon Princes ; Hee sacreafeth 
he nations and deftroyerh them, hee ex/argerh the nations and 
frraiteneth them, 706 12. 14, and all Kingdomes are di/pofed 
by him, Dan. 2. 37. i 

Thirdly , the w:racles which God worketh by them who rg, 3; 

calluponhis name, and the extraordisary things which come 
to paffe, whereof there is no naturall caufe, nor any caufe ae 
all but his owne will, andpleafure, and provident hand do prove 
the fame,’ The miracles and wonders which hee fhewed in 
Egyptandthe wildernefle, fooftenas Mofes called and prayed 
untothim: His faying of the Sun fora whole day at Jo/buah's 
prayer, o/h. 10. His thyndering on the Philiftines at the prayer 
of Samael, 1 Sam. 7.19. His raifing of the dead at the prayer 
of his Prophets and Apoftles, 1 King, 17; 3 King. 4.and AG, 
9. His giving of keroical! gifts, ftrength, and courage beyond: 
all humane reafon to fome men for the deliverance of his op- 
prefed People, as to Sam/on, David, andhis worthies, and dì- 
yers others. All thefe fhew Gods watchfull care over the 
World, and his aGuall providence, ordering and difpofing all. 
things. 

This pointthus proved, aSit ferves to difcover the impiety, Vie- 
profaneneffe and de{perate blindnefie of Epicures, who utterly of confu: 
reielt and deny the Whole providence of God; and thofedefpe- tation and- 
rate Atheif?s, {uch as (ligula, Nero, and others , who {coffed teproofe: 
and derided all them who taught and beleeved its and thofe 
‘heathen Philofophers, who held that Ged had no care or refpea 
of things wxder heaven , but blind fortune ruled here below; 

and. 
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andall things here are ca/#ad/ and come by chance: So it admo- 
era us & all mento beware of giving way to fuch de#bts and 
feares of infirmity whichtheir owne corrupt fleth, or Saranby 
 dnearsthcreof doth fuggelt into their hearts to weaken & deftroy 
_ their faith in Gods Providence : Let no man admit fucha thou ghe 
into his heart, That God kath forgotten to be gracious, and that 
itis in vaine to ferve God: there is no profit in walking humbly 
before kim inkeeping his ordinance,in mens purging their hearts, 
and wafhing their hands ininnocency ; becaufe they that worke 
wickednefie andtempt God doe profper, and they who deale 
‘trecheroufly are fet up, and exalted, But above all, lct usab- 
horre all prefuming conceipts, that all things come to paffe by 
blind chance, and God doth not fee nor regard our wicked 
thoughts , purpofes, and practifes; neither will hee call us to 
account for them. For whatisthis, butto deny the Lord to be 
God? It is even the way to pull fpeedy wrath, anévengeance on 
our owne heads, 

Gods providence being proved, thar it 4: I proceedtoitew 
by way of piaine defcription what it is; and wherein it doth con- 
fft. The fumme of which defcription is this. _ po 

Deferipti- The attuall providence of Godts Gods exercife of his wifedouse, 
on of Gods power, goodueffe, inftice, and mercy inruling, ordering, and go. 
a&uall veruing the whole World.in watching over all his creatures with a 
provi- carsfall eye, in doing atl good, and permitting all evill which are 
dence, one in the World; and indifpofing all things, good and evill, to 
the manifeftation of bis glory, and the eternall falvation of his 
elettin Chrif , according to his owne eterwall purpofe andthe 
counfell of his will, 

This defcription confifts of two maine and principall parts. 
The fir fheweth , what Gods adtuall providence is in general! 
inthefe words, Gods exercife ef bis wifedome, power, goodueffe, 
iuftice and mercy. The fecond fheweth the /pecial! nature of 
it, and the fpeciall things wherein it doth confift, and whereby 
itis diftinguifhed from all Gods other outward actions, and exer- 
cifes Of kis wifedome, power, and goodnefle. This iscomprifed 
inthe reft of the words. . 

Partsi. Wirll,icis Gods exercife of bis wifedome, power, goodne fe, mercy 
and inftice and inthis it agreeth with the creation, and all other 
out- 
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outward actions of God, for every fuch action is either an exer- 
cif: ofhis wifedome,or of his power, or of his goodneffe, or of 
his mercy, or of his juftice, or of a!l,orthe molt part of them all 
together, And indeed Gods a@tuall. providence beareth fway 
in ali his outward actions, which hee doth either immediatly 
by him(felfe, or mediatly by the miniftery of his fubordinate 
intruments; andit alfo over-ruleth and difpofeth things which 
are evill, which are not done by God himfelfe moving the 
doers of them; but cometo paffeby the permiffion and fufferance 
ofhim, wittingly, and willingly {uffering his creatures to abnfe 
the power which they have from him. This point ts manifett 
by the Lords owne words, //4, 45. 7. where hee faith, Z 
forme the light and create darkueffe; I make peace, and create 
evill, I the Lord do all thefe things: Andby that {peech of the 
Prophet eT mos. Chap. ou Ot Shall there be evill in a City, 
and the Lord hath not done it, 

Thetrue fenfe and meaning of which words Saint 4ugu/tine py cpiridad 

doth notably expreffe; wherche faith, nothing zs done, uunleffe Laurc.gs. 
God omnipotent doth will that it be done, either by doing it hii- 
felfe, or fuffering it tobe done ; for it could not be done if he did 
not [Juffer it; neither verily dothhe unwillingly withont or agatuft 
his will: but willingly and with his will fuffer every thing tobe, 
To which purpofe hee hath divers other {pecches; as that Ged 
bsing good would not [ufer any evillto bedone, unleffe ashe is 
omnipitent he could bring good out of thems neither isthatdone 
without Gods will which is done again(? his will that is, his word 
and approbation. 

In the fecond maine part there are divers {peciall branches 3. 
fhewing the {peciall things whereby Gods atuall providence Branches 
is diftinguifhed from his other outward actions, The firft is, 1n_ parti- 
that itconfilts in Gods ruling ordering and governing the whole celar. 

W orld, and watching over his creatures with a carefull eye. 

Thefecond, that it comprehends in it Gods doing of all good, 

and his permiffion and /uffering of allevill, The third, that 

by it God difpoferi all things, which are done in the Werld 

to the manifeltation of his glory, and the eternall falvation of 

his elect in Chrift, The fourth and laftis, that itis no other 

excrcile of wifedome, power, goodneffe , mercy, and juftice,. 
V but 
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but in executing things which hee hath decreed from all eternity 
even ruling, ordering, and difpofing all things wifely after the 
counfell of his owne will, 

For the firt point to wit, that God exercifeth his actual! 
providence in ruling , ordering ,and difpofing, the whole World 
andallthereinas fupreme Lord, King, Iudge, and Ruler there- 
of; the Scriptures aboundantly teltifie, as Gez. 18. 25. and 
P falm.50. 6, Pfalm, $2. 1. and 2 Chroz.19, 6. where God 
is faid to bee the Iudge of allthe Earth; yea the Judge both in 
Heaveaand Earth, who fitteth chiefe among all Indges and ts 
with them in the sndgement. Alfo in thofe places where the 
Kingdome, Dominion, and Rule over all is faidto belong to Goa, 
and heeis faid to bee the King which reigneth and ruleth all 
zo the utmoft ends of the Earth, yea tobe agreat King above 
all Gods; and the onely potentare King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, as 1 Chron.19.10, 11, Pfalm,10.16 and29.10,and 
4.27. and 95. 3, and his Kingdome is faid to r#/e over all, 
Pfalm, 103, 19, and that not for atime, but from generation 
to generation, Pfalw, 145,13. Itis he who ferteth bounds to the 
tumultuous Seas beyond which they cannot paffe, Iob 38.8, 
Pfalm, 104, 9.and raleth overthe raging waves, Pfalm.89, 9. 
and filleth thm when tkey arife. And that hee hatha watchfull 
eye Over all creatures, evento preferve man and beaft jt appeares 
Pfalm, 36.6.and that ashes ayes are upon them that feare him, 
and hopein bis mercy to deliver their foule from death, and to 
keepe them alive in famine, Pfalm. 32, 18, 19 So his face is 
aga‘aft them that doevili, te cut off tke remembrance of them, 
Vfalm, 34.16, 

The fecond pointis, that Gods providence is exercifed both 
inthe dong of all good, and in permitting, and /uffering witting/y 
and willingly all evill, which commeth to pafle in the World, 
and fo it confifts of two parts, aétion, and permiffion. This alfo 
is fully proved and confirmed, J/a, 41.23. and 45. 7. where 
the Lord proves himfelfe to bee the onely true God by difpofing 
all things, both forming the light, and making peaceby his active 
hand and power; and alfocreating evill and darkneffe, by per- 
mitting and giving up the Divell and his wicked inftruments 
toabute his power , which hee hath given themto doe evill and 
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to worke wickedneffe as wee fee in Paaraoh whofe heart hee is 
faid to bardes, yeaandtoraife himup, by giving him up to his 
wnelufts , and intóthe hand of Satan who hardened himand 
made his heart obdurate ; fo that the more God plagued him 
with great plagues, which naturally tendto breake a {tout heart, 
andto pull downe pride; the more did his corruption rife up and 
rebell, andthe more did Stan firre hinwup againft God, and his 
people, and made him run defperatly into the devouring gulfe 
of deftruction. Wee fee this alfoin Gods permitting Satan 
to affli@ /o6, and totempt him to blafphemy by {tripping him 
naked ofall that hee had; tormenting his body, and battering 
hisfoule with fore temptations of his wife and friends, and with. 
skaving dreames and terrible vifions as wee read, Job 1. and2, 
and 7. 14. Alfo the Apoftle in expreffe words affrmeth, that 
God being provoked by mens wiltullfins, doth in juft wrath 
give them to uncleanefe through the lufts of their owne hearts, 
andto vile affections anda reprobate minde to morke all iniquity 
with greediveffe, Rom, 1. 24,26, 28, and dothgive them rée 
Spirit of lumber , eyes that they fhouldnot fee a, eares that they 
Soouldnot beare, Rom, 11. 8,not by putting fuch a Spirit into 
them, foashee fheddeth his Spirit on men through Chrift, but 
by fufferiag Satan, the Spirit of lying, and of all blindneffe 
and wickedneffe to enter into them ( which hee would doe 
intoall men, ifGod did not reftraine him) ; and by cafting them 
out of his protection; as wee fee in the evill Spirit which vexed 
Saal, andinthe lying Spirit which deceived Ahab by entering 
into his Prophets and {peaking lyes by their mouths, 1 Sam. 
16, 14.and 3 King, 22,23, Andthus wee fee, thatin all evils 
of fin Gods providence is exercifed by way of voluntary per. 
miffion, But as for all good things which come to paffe, God 
hath in chem an approving will, and 4 working hand, and wor- 
keth in men doth to will and to doe; yea every thought and purpofe 
ofgood, 2 Cer. 3+ 5. Philip. 2.13.and without him we can 
doe nothing, Ioh,15. 5.So that in all morall duties, and inall 
good and godly workes , God worketh in men by his Spirit 
rmmediatly,and giveththem, hearts willand powertodoethem, 
and they are but his in{truments to performe thefe good things, 
as fofeph pr pfefleth afcribing all his piety and charity Which 
V 2 oo. 
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hee fhewed in nourifhing his bretheren and their families to 
God. Andall naturall good things, God worketh either sme. 
diatly by hisowne hand alone, as inthe creation, wherein hee gaye 
being toallthings withoutany meanes at all : or by inftrumenrs 
and meanes which hee himfelfe hath firlt created, hee giveth 
light by the Sun, Moone, and Starres, and by them, andthe whole 
Heavens which are turned about by his counfels, and by their 
influence hee refrefheth and nourifheth all creatures on Earth; 
and alfo dothby them both ufe correction and thew mercy, lob 
37. 12,13,and Afatth.5.45. 

There ate befides thefe other things, which are good and 
proftable, not /imp/y in their owne nature, but dy accident and 
infome re{pect, as for example,formen to abftaine from mar- 
riage and from begetting children for the increafe of mankind 
is not a thing naturally or morally good init felfe, being a re- 
fraining from the ufe of Gods ordinance; but yet in cafe of 
urgent neceffity, when Gods Minifters and Servants doe live 
in times and places of perfecution , and’ ate driven to flee and 
wander ftom place to place naked, and deftitute of meanes, 
whereby to maintaine Wives, and Children; Saint Pax/ tells 
Us, it is good for a Man colive fingle, and not to touch a Woman, 
I Cor, 7.1, 35. fur by thismeanes he fhallavoid much aiftra dion, 
and more freely attend the fervice of God, Alfo for men to 
jafiand affliG their bodies by abftaining from comfortable nou- 
rifhment, and neceflary food fora timeis not fmp/y good in it 
felfe:but yet itis profitable for taming the proud andrebellions 
flefh, and for furthering of our hømitiation in times of private 
and publike calamities, when Gods hand is heavy uponus, cr 
uponour Land, and the feare of his threatning judgments which 
hang over our heads dce terrifieus, thefe and fuch like are called 
good things, thar is, profitable, expedient, and by accident,and in 
{ome re{peétand concition good. - 

Other things there bee whichin their ownenature are evi// 
andhurtfull, and evils of afAi€@tion and punifhment, as croffes 
ofGods people, and plagues which though they hurtanddeftroy 
the outward manand the flefh, yet by God grace they worke 
to the faving of their fous2s, andthe amendment of their lives 
as weeread Pfalme 119, 67,71. and 1-(0r.5.5,and IT. 32, 

and 
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and in that refpeå& are called good, And the plagues and deftru- 
&ions which befall the wicked, which tothem are dreadfull and 
wofull evils and curfes ; but as they tend to the deliverance of 
Gods Church from their perfecuticns and oppreffions ; to the 
purging of his land; and the magnifying of Gods Jultice and 
power ; fo they are good ia theijfue and event, and inrelpe& of 
Gods purpofe intending good by them. 

Now in all thefe , God hath an 4dive and working band, as 
well as a permitting will; and his aCtuall providence ruleth in 
them. Hee gives men the gift of continency , and power over 
their owre wils tolve fingle, and to make themlelves Eanuches 
for his Kingdomes fake as our Saviours words thew, Matth. 
I9, 11, 12. and the words of the Apoftle, 1 (or, 7. 37. Hee 
cals upon men in his word, and by his grace {tirres themup to 
falting, weeping , mourning, and afflicting of their bodies for 
the greater humiliation of their foules. Joel. 1.14.and2.12. 
and Zach.12.10, Hee doth fometimes by his owne hand af- 
flict his people when hee {ends among them fore difeafes which 
are the ftroke of his hand, fob 36. 18, and P/a/me 39. 10.and i 
by bis owne immediate bandhee {trikes and confumes the wicked; 
[eb 34.25,26, as wee feein the drowning ofthe old World, 
inthe deftru@tion of Pharaoh, Anansas,and Saphyra, and divers 
ethers. Sometimes hee doth by good inftruments affliG and 
punith his people, and plague and confume the wicked; as by 
his Angell hee punifhed J/racls finand Davids pride. 2 Sam, 
24.17, and deftroyed the holt of Senacherib, 2 King.19. and 
{motte Herod, e4&.12. And by Fona, Mofes, David,deftroyed 
the Canaanites and the Philiftines, and other enemies of his 
Church, Sometimes by evill intruments hee affii@eth and pu- 
nifheth his owne peopie,and plagueth and deflroyeth the wicked; 
by 4a/alom and Shimei hee punithed David, and by wicked 
feb hee deftroyed the wicked family of Ahab ; by Satan and 
the Wicked Sabeans and (haldeans hee afflicted and tryed 
fob; and by the proud King of Ajparhee punifhed Z/rae/ and 
fudzh, anddeftroyed the Idolatrous nations as appeares //a. 10, 
where heeis called the rod of Gods wrath, and proud Nebuchad- 
xexar is called his fervant m punifhing his people the Tewes, 
and deftroying the obftinate among them, and in crufhing the 
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wicked nations, Jer, 25.9. For he in whom all doe live, move, and 
have all being, A&,17.28. gave tothole wicked Kings power 
and might; and thoughtheirowne lufts, and anfatiable defire and 
ainbition ftirred them up , and fo the act was in the wicked 
themfelves, yet hee over-ruled and difpofed their malice to 
performe his purpofe, and to execute his moft juft judge» 
ments. 

And thus wee fee, that Gods actions are moft wife and 
jutin thote evils which hee executeth by wicked inftruments, 
ana that whichthey doe with a wicked mind and for an evill 
end;God doth juftly give them power to doe, and permits them 
to abufe his power, to cheir owne ends, when hee purpofeth to 
direé allto a good end, andfo doth, And therefore thoughno 
evill is done inthe World, but by his providence ; yet ishee zo 
author ov efficient caufe of fin: the finfulneffe of the ation is of 
the evill inftruments and the power of it, and the difpoting of 
it to good, that onely is Gods, And although men who are li- 
mited by Godslaw, may doe no leaft {in or evill for a good end, 


_ that greatelt good may come thereof, and ifthey doe, it is finin 
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them ; yet God, who is fupreme Lord of all, and whofe wi//is 
the rule of all righteoufneffe, and whoby his omnipotency can 
raife out of the greateft evill a farre greater good, andcan make 
the Divels maliceand mans fall , the occafion of bringing Chrift 
into the World, and a way to fhew his infinite goodnefle and 
mercy in faving and redeeming his elect, and to magnitie his 
glorious power and juftice in their eyes, by deftroying the 
wicked with eternal! deftru&ion, the fight whereof brings 
themtoa more full fruition of his glory,and makes them farre 
more fenfible of his goodneffe tothem, and of their owne eter- 
nall blefledneffe ; hee may doe what feemes good to his hea- 
venly wifedome: and evil fo farreas he willeth ir, and hath an 
hand in the orcering of it, isno fin, but doth more fhew his good- 
neffe,and un{potted purity.andholinefle, 

The third thing is, that God by his aétuall providence <i/poferh 
allthings which are done inthe World, tothe manifeltation of 
hisglory , and the eternali falvation of his ele@ in Chrift. The 


glory of God is two wayes made manifeft by hisactuall pro- 
idence, | 
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Firft, in amore gentrall way, bya more generall providence, Gods 
Secondly by amore /pecial/ way, whichis called his {peciall pro~ 2&uali 
vidence. . 

Firft, by the general!, the whole World is ruled byan univer- © Tpeciall. 


{all motion, and all things inthe World, every one according toy. 
the proper nature and naturall difpofition and inclination of jt. | 
For, as the Apoftle faith, Hee giveth to all life, and breath, and 

all things; and in him wee all live, move and have our being, AG, 
17.25,28, Heeby hu mighty word [uftatreth all things, Hebr, 

1,3. His namei excelent in all the world, in which he fheweth 

his glory, Pfalme 8.1, The Heavens declare his glory, and the 
firmament fheweth his handy-worke: day unto day attereth (pecch, 

aud night unto night hemeth knowledge ; and that by the Suns 

going round about the World, and d:(covering by his light all 
things from one end of Heavens and Earth to anather , Pfalme 
19.1352, 

This general] providence appeares , Fir, by his confecration 
of things, Secondly, by his deftru€tion of fo many as hee in 
bis jut will and judgement thinks fit. Thirdly, by bis gover- 
ning of all things according to his eternall counfell, and jut 
wil. 

Firft, hee doth univerfally conferve and uphold all thixgs Gods con: 
in the W erld, by the light , motionand influence which kee hath fervation 
given to the heavens in the creation ; which are continually ofhis crea» 
tarned about by his counfels, that they may doe what/oever ‘WS 

hee commandeth them upon the face of the World inthe Earth, 

Tob 37, 12, Hee maketh hs Sun to fhine on the evill and on 

the good, and fendeth raine on theinl and uninff, Marth. 5, 

45. Hee giveth food to all fief, Pfalme 136.27. Hee giveth 

_ meat to the beafts and feedeth the young ravens which crie,P[alme 

147.9. He providerh for the fowles of the aire their food, though 

they neither fow, nor reape; and cloatheth the graffe of the field, 

Matth, 6,26; 30. 

This confervation is, frt, by fucceffion. Fer whenany crea- 1. By Sec- 
tures paffe away, hee maketh others of their race and kind to ceflicn.: 
fucceed by a continuall generation and propagation, as it were 
by a continued creation. The forming and fapioning of men 
inthe wombe is afcribcd to him, feb 10. 8 9,10. and 34.155. 

V 4 and 
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and P/alm: 139.13.Sothatas men and other living creatures 
dye; their off {pring and progeny fucceed in their place, andby 
this meanes, be doth renne the face of the Earth, Pfalme 104. 30, 
and not onely one generation of living creatures paffeth away, 
and another commeth in she place, {o that the earthis alwayes rea 
plisied; but day and wight (ucceed continually by. the going and 
returning of the Sun; andthe winde whorleth about continually 
going and returning according to his circuits; Fhe waters doe all 
runintothe Sea, and yet the Rivers are (upplsed by (prings which 
come fromthe Sea,by fecret paffages under the Earth,as the wife- 
Man fheweth, Ecevef, 1.4, 5, 6, 7. 

Secondly, hee preferveth all thiags univerfally by changing 
mutable things from an evill toa good, and from alefle good to 
a better condition, Hee girdeth the weake with ftrength, Job 
12. 18, 1 Sam 2,4. Hee maketh the barren wombe fruitful, 
Palme 113.9. Hee turneth the wilderneffe into ftanding pooles 
of water,and dry ground into water /prings, and maketh the barren 
defert a fruitfull field, Pfalme 107.35. Ifa. 41.18. and 51. 3. 
Hee raifeth the needy out of the duf, and lifreth up the beggar 
from the dunghill, 1 Sam.2,8,and Pfalme 113.7. Andbecaufe 
the univerfality of creatures cannot bee preferved without 
Gods carefull keeping and preferving every particular: there- 
fore God hath an eye to every fingular thing , and his pro- 
vident hand is reached forth to every one of them, info much 
that our aires are numbred; and not one [mall fparrow can 
fall on the ground without him, Matth, 19. 29, 30, Hee 
cloathed the graffe of the field, even every Lillie, (Matth. 
6. 30. Hee reckons up our teares , Pfalme 56. 9. and is 
with every one in his going out and comming in; in his 
downe fitting and uprifing , Pfalme 139, 1. 2. Ifa. 27 28. 

Secondly , his gencrall providence appeareth, and is exer- 
cifed in the deffrutlion which hee himfelfe according to 
his jut will bringeth upon the whole Earth, or upon whole 
Nations and Cities, or upon fome notable perfons. The de- 
Qruction of the whole World in the dayes of Noah came 
by his hand and providence, for hee faid , Behold J will bring 
a flood of waters and will defiroy all flefh, Gen, 6.13. and 
hee foretold his purpofe foto doe an hundred. yeares — 

Ang 
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And the deftru@ion of Sodeme and Gomorrha was by fire 
which hee rained #pon them, Gen. 19, Hee /worte ype 
w ith plagues and deftroyed the firf borne, and alfo Pharaoh 
and his hoft, Exod. 12, and 14. Pfalme 135.10. And the 
Canaanites by fofoua and i/rael, fofo, 10. and 11, and Se- 
nacherios hof. 2 King. 19. And the murmuring Zfraelites 
together with Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, Num. 16. 
Vzzah, 2. Sam, 6.6. Herod, Aci, 13. and many others, By 
this deftroying, and abolifhing of men and other creatures, 
and by his confuming and wafting of them; by fmitting the 
earth with barrenneife, and fending peftilence, and warre, 
hee makes men know, that hee is fehovah the righteous 
Indge, and the Nations to fee and feele that they are, but 
mortall men asthe Pfalmiftteftifeth, P/almeg 21,and 46.11, 

Thirdiy this generall providence is {eene inhis government Gods go. 
of all things, according to his owne juft will and good plea- Yerning of 
furé; Hee doth after a gencrall manner rule inferiour things ps °°" 
by the light and influence of the Heavens, and of the Sun, 
Moone, and Starres; By the Sun hee rules the day , and 
‘by the Moone and Starres hee governes the night, P/al/me 

136, 8. 9. And as his eyes are spon all things, and uponall 
the wayes and workes of men; fo: hee fafbioneth their hearts, 
Pfalme 33. 15. Hee Reepeth the waters of the Sea within 
their bounds beyond which they doe not paffe, Pfalme 104, 9. 
Hee hath 4 fet time and feafon for every thing, and for eve- 
ry p#rpofe under Heaven, Eeclef: 3. 1. And this govern- 
ment hee exercifeth by motion and dsreltion of motions; andby 
cobibstion, 

Firft,by motion, for hee moverhall things.not onely the mindes 1, By moe 
& wils of men by turning their beartsat his pleafure, Zer. 12,24, tiOn, 
AG, 17. 28. Plalme 105.25. and Prov, ar. 4.butalfochings, 
without life by a naturall inclination, which hee giveth to every 
thing in his kind as the Pfalmift (heweth inthe Sun, Moone, and 
Starres,the windes and the waters, P/a/me 104. 19. 25. 

And as hee moveth every creature, fo hee directeth all their And by gj. 
motions as apptares, P/alme 37.23.Prev.20,24. ler.10. 23. In fO redion a 
much, that what men do with a wicked mind, & for an eyill end, all ma. 
God turns it tothe contrary, & Brings good out of it. Jofephs bre- uens, 

theren 


290 God turnes ailto the bef 


E s —__—— O 
theren intended his hurt&defrućtion in felling him for aflave;God 
turnedit to his honour, andto the faving of them and much peo- 
plealive, Gen. 50. 20, Paroh rofe to magnifie himfelfe againft 
God, and his people: God fo ruled aad diretted his rage and 
furie, that hee fhewed his power inhim, and magnified his name 
in all the Earth;by turning Pharaoh's fiercenetie to his owne 
praife and glory , and to Pharaohs deftrnQion, Exed., 9. 16, 
The Iewes out of malice and envie crucified and murdered 
Chrift: God out of his death raifed éife, and madehis death, 
which they devifed for his fhame and ignominy , a glorious 
triumph over the Divell and all the powers of darkneffe, anda 
way to exaltation, Att, 2,23, They hardened their hearts to 
perfecute the Apoftles, and to drive the Preachers of the Gofpell 
out of their land, and to quench the light thereof: God turned 
this their hardneffe and fall tothe /alvation of the Gentiles ; for 
by this meanes the Gofpell came tobee preached in all nations, 
Rom, 11. 11. Wicked heretiques raife up herefies to corrupt 
Gods Church, and God fo orders their doings, thatthey who are 
approved, are thereby made manifeft,and come to fhine as lights 
in the midh of a perverfe generation, 1 Cor. y1, 19. Pauls trou- 
bles and perfecutions were intended for the overthrow of 
the Gofpell: God made them fall out to the fartherance of it, 
Phil. 1412. The Philiftines invaded the land of Zfrael, with 
purpofe to doe mi/chiefe to Ifrael, and towak theirland: but 
God directed this motion oftheir hearts, and by his providence 
appointed it asa meanesto recall Saul from purfung Davia, 
when hee had inclofed him onevery fide; and fo faved him te 
bee a Saviour of //rae/, and a deftroyer ofthe Philiffines, 1 Sam, 
23.27,28. 
2 By cohi- sree tnd, God governs the World and all things therein by 
bition,  cohibition, that is, reftraining, and hindering the aétionsandmo- 
tions of creatutes, in his wifedome and by his power, when hee 
thinks it fit Hee with-beld Abimelech from touching Sarah 
Abrahams wife, that hee might not fin, and ftaine himfelfeigno- 
rantly, Ges, 20, 6, Hee fuffered not the deftroyer of the firk 
borne in Egypt to enter intothe houfe of any of the J/raelites, 
Exod, 12,23. Hee kept back the waters of Jordan from running 
downward, fo that it was dryed for J/rae/to pafe over on feote, 
doj% 
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Tofh, 3. Hee reftraineth the influences of Heaven, andthe clouds 
from raine, and makes the Heavens as braffe, and the Earth as 
iron, for the punif>ment of wicked tranfgreffors, and rebellious 
people, Deut. 28-1 3: fob 26.8.and 38.31. Hee bringeth the 
couafell of the heathen to nought, and maketh the devices of the 
people of none effet, Pfalme 33.10. Hee withheld Laban from 
his evill purpofe of hurting Lacob, Gen, 31. 42, And his terrour 
veftrainedthe Cities round about, fothatthey purfued not after 
Jacobs Sons to take revenge on them, for the flaying of the She- 
chemites , Gen. 35-5. And by his Spirit he forbad Paz! and 
his companions to preach the Gofpell in eZ/ia, edé. 16. 6. 
In a word, as hee doth by a generall governing order all things 
univerfally and all events, even the heavens, the Earth, the Seas, 
Winter, Summer, and all feafons of the yeare, men and beatts, 
and makes an harmony and concord among things which are 
contrarie, tempering, moderatingand keeping themin their pro- 
per places, and doth fet up and pull downe Kingdomes & ftates, 
Daz.2,37.and 4. 25. So heerules every fingular creature and 
every fingular event, turning Harvelt dayes into a tempefttous 
time of thunder andraine; as when hee terrified J/rac/ to fhew 
them their fin inaskinga King, 1 Sam, 12, 16. So that wee 
need no further proofe of this point. Let that which isbefore 
faid and proved, fuffice to fhew how God bya general! way 
of providence a@ually difpofeth all things to the manifeattation 
of his glory, 

The /pec:all way by which God manifefteth his glory is by Gods foe- 
working things, and by ordering, ruling and difpofing them to ciall provie 
the revealing of his glory, more fpecially in the /alvarion of dnce. 
his elett in (rift, which divines doe call his /peciadl pro- 
widence, 

This providence God exercifeth by his Son Chrift, as hee 
isthe Mediatour, Redeemer, Saviour, King, and Head of the 
eChurch univerfall ; and by his Spirit fent forth in the name of 
Chrift, and fhed on the eleét aboundantly through him in their 
‘regeneration. This confills and fheweth it felfe in all the gra- 
cious benefits aud vleffings which God beftoweth upon men 
for {alvation ; and-in the Judgements which bee executeth on 
hie enemies, the wicked, by which hee delivereth his Church = 
o 
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of their crucil, bloody perfecuting and oppreffing -hands . and 
doth magnifie and declare his jeftice and power, and more fully 
reveale and communicate himfelfe to them for their greater 
bleficdnefle. Š 

Thebricie Defcription of this {peciall providence which £ 
conceive to keemoft plaineis, Thatitis Gods exerci/e of his wife- 
dome power, inftice, mercy, andali his goodneffe sn executing his 
fpeciall decree of predefiination, by which hee ordained all the 
elett both Angels and mento eternall bleffednef[e, asd all the 
refè to eternal deftruttion, and withal did decree all the meanes 
which ferve and tend to bring every one of them to their fevrealk 
ends; and by which inthe time appointed they are alt brought te 
their decreed end according to his eterwa purpofe, andthe counfe 
of his wil, 

In the latge profecution of this point of Gods fpeciall pro- 
vidence, wee have juft occafion offered to lay openall the rek 
ofthe great works of God, which fall within the compaffe of the 
Divine art of facred Divinity. For they all are contained under 
thefetwomaine heads, to wit: 1 The meanes which ferve for 
the effecting, and obtaining of the utmoft end of reafonable 


creatures unto which God hath ordained them. 2, The exd 


it felfethe manifettation of his glory more {pecially in the eter- 
nall bleffedneffe of his elet, which bleffedneffe doth confiftin the 
eternall fruition of God inallhis glory; and the fenfe thereof 
is exceedingly increafed by their beholding of the eternall mifery 
and deftru@ion of the ungodly , their efcape and deliverance, 
from which whole they confider and remember their joy and 
rejoycing fhallbee doubled. i 

Forinall wife providence there isa good end purpofed, in- 
tended and decreed, and a provident ordaining , ordering and 
atuall difpofing of the meanes which areneceffary for the ob- 
taining and effe&ting of that end, and therefore the {peciall pro- 
vidence of God who is moft wife and provident; infinite i 
goodneffe and power, muft needs bee exercifed in doing the 
moft excellent workes, and in ordering and difpofing themac- 
.cording to his eternall counfell and decree, to the belt, and zoff 
excellent end of all, which is the fourth and laft point in the 
Defcription of Gods a€tuall providence. 


Now 


_ Five things'confiderabie in Mans fall 


Now the meanes which God hath ordained forthe manife/Fa- 
tion of the glory of his grace and coodneffe in the eternall ble 
fednefle of his clect they goebefore in execution; though the end 
is firt in Gods intention. And therefore they come to bee 
‘handledin the firk place. And they all may be reduced totwo 
maine heads. The firftis mans fall; The fecond is mans refan» 
ration, 

In the fall of man, five thingscometo bee confidered: Firft, 
the Commandement of God at whichmanftumbled and which 
the Divell made the occafion of mans fall, The fecond is the 
fall it felfe, whatit was, and wherein it did confit. The third 
isthe fate of rebellion, icto which man did fall. The fourth is 
the multitude of evils, which did accompany and follow mans 
finand fall, The fifthis the /mall reliques of geod, which remai- 
nedin mans nature after his fall. i 

The Commandement of God is plainely laid downe, Gez, 2. 
16,17, And therefore I will firft infit upen that portion of 
Scripture,and after will proceed to the defcription of the fall, as ic 
is laid downe in thethird Chapter. 

. But before I proceed further, let me conclude this Do&rine 
of Gods actuall providence with {fome ufeand application, 

Firft, itis matter ofadmirable comfort toall true Chritians 
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Fler. 


and faithfull people of God, in thatthe Lord whom they have Comfor 
chofen for their God, their rocke and confidence, is fo wife and to the 
ptovidentabove all; ordering and di{pofing all things which come faithfull. 


to pafe inthe World in wonderfull wiledome and by an om- 
nipotent hand to Fis owne glory and the falvation ot his elect 
in Chrift, Whatfoever good commeth at any time, itisthe gift 
ofGod ; and all good bleffings and benefits which they receive 
and enjoy from any hand or by any meanes, they are fo many 
tokens and pledges of his love and fatherly care , and of his eye 
providence watching over them for good. And whatfoever 
evils of any kind breake into the World by the malice of the 
Divell, acd the outrag: of wicked men ; they are noorher,nor 
no more,but ich as Godis his wifedome and goodnefle is plea- 
fed willingly to permit and fuffer for a far greater good to his own 
perpe; andashe overerules them all sand hath er them rheir 
bounds beyond whicis they cannot pafe; fo hedifpofeth and tur- 
neth 
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neth them allto hisowne glory, and the manifeftation of his 
juttice and power in faving of his Churchand people, and in 
confounding and deftroying all his and their enemies,wherefore 
intimes of peace, plenty and profperity, whenall good things 
and bleffings of all forts abound; Letustrejoyce and glory in the 
Lordand give him the praife of all , and offer up daily and con- 
Who tinvall /aer:fices of thankfalnefle withcheerefull hearts and wil- 
learne alfe ling minds; {tudying and ftriving with allour might, and tothe 
to bee ~=—arimoft of our power; to ufe and employ all his bleffings to the 
thankful, hef advantage for hisglory , the good of his Church, and the 
profit ofour owne foules; being well affured, that thefe are his 
talents committed to our truft, whichif wee by our fairhfulnefte 
doe increafe, wee fhall inthe day of account and reckoning, re- 
ceive the reward of good Rewards and faithfull fervants, and bee 

received intothe joy of our Lord. aa 
Sut onthecontrary, in evilland perillous time; when iniquity 
acound:th finnes of all {orts are increafed; piety and charity are 
waxen cold,teligionis skorned, the godly perfecuted and oppref- 
fed, juice judgement and truth troden downe and trampled: 
Let us not faint nor feare nor bee dejected as men without hope; 
For the Lord our God, and out keeper is a provident God,his eyes 
neither (lumber nor fleep; hee feeth and obfervethall thefe things, 
and without his willand knowledgeno evill can come to paffe, 
Astne Scripture faith of Pharaoh, 10 may wee fay inthis cafe; 
thar evez for this fame purpofe God hath raifed up thefe wicked 
perfecutors and ontrageous finnerss that ts in his jut wrath 
hath given them upto Satas and their owne luftsto multiply 
(in acd oppreffion, that ke may fhew his power in them, and make 
his juttice glorious , and name famous throughout all the earth: 
When the zations rage, andthe Kingdomes are moved, God can 
give hss voice, and the earth {hall mele and all the works of the 

wicked thall bee drffolved. 2 

Ver Secondly, here is matter of terrour tothe wicked, boththem 
Tercusto Who commit fins in fecret, and prefume to goeon zx their lewd 
she wick. d. courfes with a conceipt, that none feeth nor taketh notice of 
their abominations; and alfo them who multiply their fins openly, 
and without feare increafe their perfecutions and oppredfions, 
and vex and afffict the meeke of the Earth, andbreake Gods 


people 
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people in pieces ; thinking that they fhall never bee called to 
account, and patting farre from them the day of reckoning: Be- 
hold here, the Lord who isthe judge all the earth, is a moft provi- 
dent God;all their doings are waked and opened to bis eyes, and he 
obfervesall their wayes and wicked workes;their power ftrength 
and greatnefic is from him, and he wittingly and willingly fufters 
them to abufe them to fin, and to oppreffion and wrong, and 
onely fo longas he pleafeth, that when they have fi//edup their 
meafare , hee may bring themto judgement, and may 
make thema skorne,derifion, and footeltole to 
the righteous whom they have skar- 
ned , hated and opprefled. 


Thus much for the actuali providence of God. i 
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WV herein 1s difcovered the true ground,and 


thetime of the firft [nftitution ; the nature ofthe Law 
binding man tokeepe and fanctifie ir, and the nece fry as of 
the obfervation of st on the feventh and laft day of the weeke 


in the time of the Old Teftament ; fo of the remooving 
y cf icto the tirit day now undei che Golpell. 


PSO 


Defides the fpeciall duties neceffarily required for the dye Sancti- 
fication thereof thefetwo profitable peints are proved by de- 
monfirations outof GOD S Word, 


Firft, That the Lord Chrift Ged and Man,is the Lord of the Sabbath, on 
whom the Sabbath was firft founded,and by whom ıt was changed from 
the left to the firft day of the week;and is on that day unchangeably to be 
Kept by all true Chriftians, untill they come totheeternall reft in Hea- 
ven, after the generall refurrection. 

Secondly, That the faithfull under the C ofpell areas neceflarily bound to 
keep the weekly Sabbath of the Lords day, by vertue of the fourth Com- 

mandement,as the Fathers under the Law were bound to keepe the fe- 
venth day, 


Delivered in divers Sermons byGEORGE WALKER B.D, and 
P aftor of St.John Evangelis Churchin Lo N DON, 


LEVIT. 19.30. Yee fhall keep my Sabbaths,and reverence my Santluary : 
J am the Lord, 


Printed at London by G.M.for Zebn Bartlet at the figne of the gilt Cup, neare S.Auflins 
. Gate in Pauls Church-yard, MDCXLI, 
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TO THE RIGHT 
HONOVRABLE AND NOBLE 


Lords Francis Earleof BEDFORD, 


Robert Earle of Warwick, William Vifcount Say and 
Seale,Edward Vifcount Mandewile, Robert Lord Brooke, 
Icha Lord Roberts, and the reft of the Honourable Lords 
Commirtecs 1a the upper houle cf the brah Court et Parlia- 

ment Grace and Peace with mulitplicty sf al Bef- 
fings temporal and eccrnall. 
Mef Noble LORDS, 


CAG AG Hat which the learned DoStours of the Jews doe MAF 
sy fay of their ALaforah,to wit, Thar it is an hedge por 

=` or defenceto the Law, We Chriftians may more n` 

truly fry of our weekly Sabbath, the Lerds day, “= 

that it isthe hedge of defence to true Chrifiian Re- %7 À 

& ligion For as their Maforah (which was thew 14° 

ES 3<2,) Annotationsuponall the Scriptures of the old 

CaN *. Teftament, fhewing the genuine reading and 

fignification of every word in theHcbrew text, with what pricks,vow- 

els and accents ıt ought tobe, and was anciently written and read by 

Mofes and the Prophets,and by tradition from Ezra, and other fuccee- 

ding Fathers in all ages delivered over unto them)did ferve as an hedge 

and fence to keep the Scriptures of the old Teftament pure from all 

corruption and alteration, fo that ifany Scribe did in writing any co- 

py of them,omit or adde one word or letter; or alterand change any 

vowell, point oraccent, his errour might eafily by the notes and rules 

of their A4a/erab be difcerned and amended : So the Lords holy week- 
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ly Sabbath being rightiy obferved according tothe Law of God, and 
the firk inftitution and fanctification of it, that is, Firft, by ceffation 
and reft from all worldly cares,and all fecular affairs (inrefpe% wher- 
of it is called in Scripture, = Sabbath, that 1s,reft and ceffation.)Se- 
condly,by devoting it only to the worthip and fervice of God,and by 
fanAtifying it with preaching,rzadiig and hearing of the word »prayer, 
meditation,and other works of piety and exrcifes of true R eligion(in 
which refpe:t it is called the Lords day, that is, the day of the Lord 
Cbrift,confecrated to his honor,and to the fervice and worthip of God 
in his name) It is moft certainly (as we find by experience) a {trong 
hedge and fence to true Chriftian Religion, by which trus piety, and 
the true knowledge and worthip of God,and true Faith in Chritt, are 
upheld, maintained,increafzd and contiaued among all Chri'tian nati- 
ons from generation to generation. Without obfrvation of this week- 
ly Sabbath and keeping this day of che Lord Thrift holy, by holy afm- 
blies,the publik and private wor. hip of sod,the knowledge of Chrif, 
the memory of our Redemption by him, 1nd of his tinithing and perfe- 
cting that great work,and relting from it in his refarre@tion, the pub- 
like preaching,reading and heating of the word,and all other exercifes 
of Chiiftian religion, which are the mot eff:tull ordinary meanzs of 
grace and fuitherances to eternall life and bleffedneff2 would undoxb- 
tedly grow out of ufe,aad at length utterly decay aad vanith. This con- 
fideration did move me to infit more largely apoa this fabj 2, and to 
make many Sermons upon that Text, Gez.2.2,3. which briefly relates 
the frk inltitution of the Sabtath on the feventh day in the firt weeke 
of the world;and Gods blading and fanctifying of every feventh day in 
every week to be an holy Sabbath to his people.Out of which Sermons 
firt pubdlikly preached to mine owane peculiar flocke, I did afterwards 
compofe this Treatife at the importunity of fome of my beft aff: ted 
hearers,and imparted feverall written copies of it unto divers of them, 
having at that time no hope to get itlicenfedfor the Preff2, For by 
Gods fpeciall providence I having handled the doétrine of the Creati- 
on,out of th: t.(bap.of Genz/is,was by my order of preaching and ex- 
pounding of that Scripture,led along and brought to this Text concer- 
ning Go ls fanstifying of the {2venth day, at that very time when a 
book of liberty for {ports on the Lords day,was by the Bifhops in every 
Dioceffe fent to every Parifh Charch,and commanded to beépiblickly 
read by every Minifter in time of divine Service in the audience of all 
the 
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the people:And becaufe I proceeded to handle this fubj eas the order 


of my text did lead ine; and durft not balk that part of Gods word ; I 
was three feverall times convented before my Ordinary, and ad- 
monithed under paine of fafpenfion, to proceed no further in this do- 
&rine,not for any errour which could be objected againft any part or 
paflige in it;but only becaufe the times would not beare it;And becanfe 
I did not hold it ft nor fife for me to obey man rather then God by 
concealing from my flock any part of Gods truth,and fhunning to de- 
clare unto them the whole counfell of God; I have undergone the high 
difpleafure of that Primate to whofe jurifdiction my Church doth be- 
Jong, who upon divers falfe informations of catchers, which hive bin 
imployed to entrap me in my words that they might have fomething 
wherof to accufe me,hath caufed me to be convented before the Kings 
Majefty, and the Lords of his Honourable Privy Counfell, and hath 
charged and accufed me tobe a Preacher of factious and {editious Do- 
trine,and for many years the great troubler of the City of London: 
Wherupon I was committed clofe prifoner for two and twenty 
weeks,and through clofe cuftody was by ficknefle brought neare unto 
death,and could not obtain fo much liberty as to be confined to the li- 
mits of my brothers houfe for the fatety of my life,upon bayle ofa 1000 
pound given,untill by the teftimony of fifty five Neighbour Minifters 
of belt report in and about the City,I was declared to be innocent and 
free from all the crimes of which] wasaccufed. Now bleffed be God 


| for your happy Affembly inthis moft hopefull Parliament, by which I 


1 


| have been eafed of my ftrait bonds, and the times are fo changed, that 


this Treatife, and divers others of my labours are licenfed to paffe by 
the Preffz into the publik view ofthe world. Ifhould not have dae 
redtocommendit to the fight, and grave Judgement of your Ho- 
nours; If your godly Zeale forthe fanstifying of the Lords day, and 
for the honouring of the nameof the Sabbath (which appeared moft 
evidently to usall, who of late were prefent at the time when that 


-feandalouslibell, intituled, Swzday no Sabbath, was moft accurately 


and judicioufly fifted and examined by your Honours, and juftly cen- 
fured and condemned to the fire) had not encouraged meto this bold 
attempt. 

Although] have in this Treatife propounded and affayed to proove 
out of the Text and other places of holy Scripture fuch a ground of the 
weekly Sabbath, asthe learned in their writings have not heretofore 
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obferved : Yetbecaufe the end, ufe and{cope of this difcovery is moft 
pious and godly, and it tends altogether to heaps more honour on 
Chrift,te advance Redemption above Creation; grace above nature, 
the {tate of Regeneration above the ftate of Innocency ; and to fhew 
a neceflity of the change of the Sabbath from the feventh and laft, to 
the fir day of the week, after Chrifts performing and finifhing of that 
great work of our Redemption in his refurre@tion ; for which he was 
romifed onthe feventh day next after the ending of the Creation : I 
Eog it will giveno offence, nor receive cenfure of novelty; but rather 
find grace and acceptation in the eyes of your noble perfons, That great 
God (who hath(as I beleeve and here profefle) magnified his holy 
weekly Sabbath by grounding itin the firft inftitution on Chrift pro- 
mifed ; and hath made it more honourableby removing and carrying 
it along together with Chrift the Redeemer from the day jof the pro- 
mife to the day of the full performance of the great work of Redemp- 
tion) magnifie your Honours, and make your perfons ftill more and 
more honourable,by noble Acts undertaken and performed for the ho- 
nour of his holy name, the advancement of true Religion ; and the 
peace and profperity of this Church and Kingdome under our :moft 
gracious Severaigne Lord and King, To whom next under Cod and 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, I moft humbly devote my felf, and vow to re- 
main ever a moft loyall fubyect;and next under him to your Honours 


A moft durifull fervant and daily fuppliant to God 
Sor your everlasting bleffeaneffe, 


GEO WALKER. 
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f MEER L SPE o msi titer 
` Andon the feventh Ged ended his worke which he had made, and 

he vested the feventh day from all his worke which he had made. 
3. And God bleffed the feventh day, and fanctified it, becanfe ins 

ithe bad vefted from allbis:worke which God created and made, 


= MA - 
CHAP. I. 

RPM she N the unfolding of this Text, and handling of this 
Hq) (AHP. maine and neceflary point, I will obferue the Me» 
N KA thodand order which is moft agreeable to the order 
Yad AS ofthe words. 

COA J Firft, from thefe words, ( And on the feventh day) 
YVO ANA I will obferve, and declrethe.timeof the Inftitue 
tion of the weekly Sabbath,’ ¢ven'the very day wherein the firlt ocea- 


fion was given for the fanétification of it,and'God did firk fanctiffe it, 
and command that itfhould be kept holy. > pw 
Secondly, I will fhew. the true ground and occafion of the inftitu- 
tion of it,laid downe in the ñext words:: God ended his. work which he 
had made, andheerefted the feventh'day from all his Yorke Yohich hee bad 
made and God bleffed the feventh days 2 ongs aL 
: B Thirdly, 


I. 


a. 
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Thirdly, I will declare what is the bleffing, and fandtifying of the _ 
feventh day, where'l {hall have occafion to {peake of the Law and 
Commandement by which God feparated it from other naturall dayes 
to holy heavenly and fupernaturall ufe, Andofthe duties which that 
Law requires at the hands of all Gods people in all ages tothe end of 
the World on the moft bleffed day o all the feven in every weeke, 
eventhe weekely Sabbath-day. Under thefe heads divers fabordinate 
points will offer themfelves tobe handled,and divers neceff ry quefti- 
ons will come to be anfwered and explained. 

Firft, concerning the time of the inftitution, there are feverallo pi- 
nions among learned Writers of former and latter times. 

Firft,fome Heathen Writers,as J/fine and Tacitzs,with others,have 
groffely and abfurdly erred, asin the time, fo alfo in the Author and 
inthe occafion of the inftitution, though they had perhaps read the 
writings of Mofes; yetit feemes they beleeved him not concerning 
the firft inftitution of it by God ; but finding the firft expreffe Law, 
concerning the keeping of the Sabbath given by Mofès at Mount Sina, 
written in Tables of ftone, and afterwards recorded inthe Bookes of 
Afofes; they make AZofés the firft author of the Sabbath,and that upon 
this oceafion, becaufe wandring with the //raedites out of e£prpt in 
the:wildernefle,and finding no fuftenance, but-being forced to taft fix 
daycs, at length comming to mount Siva with the people, there 
found meate, and refted, and upon this occafion did appoint it to be 
kept weekely for a Sabbath or day, of reft. 

But all true Chriftians, whobeleeve the Scriptures to be the facred 
infallible Word of God, being thereby better inftructed,doe with one 
confent hold, confeffe,and conftantly teach,that God the Lord Jeho- 
vah, the onely trueGod, isthe Author and Ordainer of the Sabbath, 
and that he firft ordained it upon the ground and occafion mentioned 
inthis Text, and exprefled inthe words ofthe Law. But yet in the 
time they much differ among themfelves ;-Some in the time of the 
firft; inftitution concurrewith the. infidell’ Heathens before men- 
tioned; though they differ much concerning the Author and the oc- 
cafion; For they hold thatthe Sabbath was neither commanded by 
God, nor knowne to the Fathers and Patriarches, nor obferved by 
any before the comming of //rael with: Mofes to mount Siva,and that 
‘the firt inftitution of it was in the.fourth Commatdement.given 
by God among the Ten from mount Sinay both: by word of mouth, P 
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the audience of all J/rae/, and alfo in Tables of ftone written with his 
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owne finger. ad WA? ON s aauto Loi D Regen tree e: 
i3 Justine Marytr T ertullian, Ireneus and other of the Auncient, feeme Zuin, 
to have given the occafion of this opinion, where they make ita Dialog cz 
queftion, whether Adam; Abel, Noah, Abraham; Melchizedeck, oran Tripkone, 
ofthe holy Fathers kept the feventh day for an holy Sabbath, and af- en 
firme that Abrabam beleeved and was juftitied,and called the friend of pe > 
Ged without circumcifion or obfervation of Sabbath ; For from thcir Zren 
words, which are but doubtfull, fome late writers, toth * Papifts and li 4.6.10, 
Proteftants,do goe about to prove that the Sabbath was not inftituted “Tofa 
by Goduntill the giving ofthe Law by CMofeson Mount Sina... - pitas 
And although the words of this Text, written by Mofes, doe — 

here plainely affirme the contrary, and tell us that on the feventh day 
God ended his worke, refted and fandtified the feventh day; Yet 
thus they wrangle and wreit the Text by a childith forged forte and 
meaning; Firft, they grant the firit words, that on the feventh day 
God ended his worke, andrefted ; But they deny that he blefled and 
fan&ified the Sabbath on the fame day, they fay that here by way of 
anticipation, AZo/es mentions the bleiiing and fanctifying of the Sab- 
bath, not asa thing at this time done ; but asa thing which was frit 
doné in the giving of the Law on Mount Sina, many ages after, and 
that upon this ground which is here mentioned, to wit, his ending 
of his worke, and refting on the firt feventh day of the World, 
And here Mofes his purpofe was, to thew not the time, but the equi- 
ty of the inftitution; not the beginning but the ground of that Sak- 
bath. The paraphrafe ofthe Text in their fenfe runnes thus: And on 
the fevehth day God ended his worke, and refted; and upon this 
ground he many ages after at Mount Siva inftituted the feventh 
day tobe kept by J/rae/ for an holy Sabbath of reft. But though fome 
men of learning, and divers out of affected.error and malice ftand 
for this opinion; yet indeed there is no ground for itin the Scrip- 
tures, but many plaine proofes to thecontrary. Firlt,this Text (if we 
take the words 2s they runne) fhewes moft manifeftly, that on the fe- 
venth day, even the next after the fix dayes of the Creation, God en- 

ed or perfected his worke, and on that day he refted, and alfo blefled 
and fanétified it tobe his Sabbath. Secondly, there is no colour of 
reafon for any man to thinke, that God fhould lay the ground and 


foundation of the Sabbath on the‘firlt feventhday of the World, and 
B 2 fuffer 
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fuffer it to lye voidesand ofnoufe,and never goabout to build on it till 
fo many ages after,God connot endure to do any thing in yaine,nor to 
fuffer any thing to lye void,and ta be of no ufe,which of it felfe is very 
ufeful, Surely, as he loved and chofe 'all the holy Fathers from the be» 
ginning,and promifed to them the eternall ret of heaven, which they 
looked for, -and fought inthe everlafting Citie, which hath fare 
foundations, and in the Countrie above in the World to come, So 
hekept not backe from them the outward figne, feale and pledge 
thereof; his holy Sabbath, which was both a motive to make them 
bend their whole courfe towards that reft, and ameanes to further 
them in their way and journey to it alfo. 

“Thirdly, the Lords owne words which he {pake from Mount Sina 
in the commandement of the Sabbath,are moft cleare, and doe fhew 
that God bleffed and Sanctified the Sabbath inthe beginning, on the 
firft feventh day wherein he ended his worke and refted, For he doth 
not fay, I the Lord refted on thefeventh day from works of creation, 
and ‘therefore I now bleffe and fintifie every feventh day of every 
weeke hereafter, But the Lord refted the feventhday, wherefore 
the Lord bleffed the Sabbath,and fanétified it,that is then of old in the 


c beginning when he refted,he bleffed and fanctified it, 


Fourthly, the Sabbath day was kept and obferved by the Hraelitesa 
moneth before they caine to Mount Sina, £.9.16,25,26, And Mofes 
& the people knew that the feventh day after that God began toraine 
Manna from Heaven, for tobe their bread, was the Lords Sabbath, as 
his words do plainely thew, andthat the Lord before that time had 
by his word appointed it to be the reft of the holy Sabbath,v.23. And 
the words of the Lord to Mofes, when foe of the people went out on 
the feventh day to gather Manna,do plainly fhew.that God had before 
that time given them Commandements and Lawes concerning the 
reft of the feventh day; For in the 28. ae, he faith: How long will ye re- 
frfeto keep my Commandements and Lawes?Intimating that their going 
out on the feveath day wasarefufing to keep his Lawes,which of old 
he had given,& before this had revealed to them, For otherwife they 
could not be faid to tranfgreffe: Lawes cannot berefufed to be kept 
before they be given; Wherfore it is.a vaine pretence and fhift, which 
fome ufe to decline this Argument, viz, that the ceafing of the Manna 
on the feventh day, and Mofes his ad monifhing of the people to reft 
that day, was but apraludiam ofthe fourth Commandement, and a 

$ preparation 
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preparation to Gods promulgation of it; Forthe. words.ofthe Text 
{hew moft plainly,that the intermiflion of Manna was an evidence of 
the Sabbath already fan&tified by the Commandement of Godsthe re- 
{ting ofthe Mraelites was’ obferving and obeying of the Law already 
given,and the going out of {ome to gather Manna on the feventh day, 


was refufing to keep Cads Law given in the firt inftitution, r", 
_ Now,for Jastine Martyr, Tertullian, Iranens, their words doe not: 


proveany thing for the maintaining of this opinion; Tertulian denyes 


only the perpetuall moralitie of the Law,concerning the Jewith Sab= 


bath, and calls into queftion not the inftitution of it in the beginning, 


but the obfervation of it by the fr ft Fathers and Patriarches. Pyftine; 


Martyr & Irenens fay that Abraham was jattified without circumei-. 
fion dnd obfervation of Sabbaths, that is, of the Ceremonial] Sabbaths 
commanded by God in the Ceremoniall Lawes given by Mofes, not. 
without obfervation of the weekly Sabbath, as the word, Zabdbatox, 


Origen. 


of the plurall number which they ufe,doth clearely declare : That the: 


weekly Sabbath was inftituted from the beginning, the beft learned’ 
of the Fathers affirme,as Origen, Hicrome, eAuftine and others. - And 
although the Scriptures which briefly runne over the lives and ats of; 
the Fathers, make no expreffe mention of their obfervation of the 
weekely Sabbath ; yet we have divers places which minifter very 
probable arguments for this purpofe. In Genefis,cap.4.3. It is faidy) 
that at the end of dayes, Caine brought his offering to the Lord, that: 
is onthe Sabbath, which was the end of the weeke and the laft of the’ 
dayes, The Hebrew words are WO! ¥P.5 and fignifie at the end of 
dayes,and how foever they are taken to fignifie in proceffe of time, by’ 
{fome learned Tranflators; yet inno other place of Scripture doe I. 
find, that they fignifie any other end ofdayes, but of acertaine fet 
number of dayes, either of thirty or forty, or many dayes; Or of the 
dayes ofa whole yeare, as 2 Sam,14.26,where it is faid, at the end of 
dayes,according to dayes, that is of every yeare, rns polled his 
head. And, 1Kiag.17.7.at the end of dayes, that is of a yeare (as Tre- 
mellius tranflates the words) the brooke dried up. Now, I fee norea- 
fon why we fhould underitand by the end of dayes, the end of the 
yeare, that Caine and Abel did onely at the end of the yeare offer to 
God,orafter a long time; but that on every feventh day of the weeke, 
which isthe weekely Sabbath, they facritieed. to God ; undoubtedly 
their Father dane, who taught them to fzerifice € which = 
B 3 Co 
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God firft inftituted on the feventh day) he alfo taught them the day of 
Gods holy worfhip even the Sabbath which God had fanétified, and 
this was the end f the dayes of the weeke. ~ l 

» Alfo inthe fame fourth of Genefis in the laft verfe, it is faid, that 
when Seths Children began to increafe, that then men began to call 
on the Name of the Lord; that is as learned Puxizs well expounds the 
words, they began to 2flemble themfelves together in publicke affem- 
blies to pray unto Cod and worfbip hm, even all Seths feed who 
were Gods peeple, and were called by the name of the Lord, that is 
the Children of God, as we fee, Gex.6.2.. Now,as they had folemne 
and fet meetings,’ fo undoubtedly they had a fet time, even every Sab- 
bath or feventhday, and fet places or Churches ; for without fet time 
and place there can be no folemne invocation or worthip in folemne 
affemblies,as common fenle teacheth. 

And that Noah when he came out of the Arke began to obferve the 
reft of the Sabbath, and did off-r'a facriace of the reft, that is of the 
holy Sabbath,and that God was well pleafed with it. Me thinkes the 
Hebrew words in the originall Text teach very plainely ; forit is faid, 
that God f{melled a favour of the reft; that is, he accepted it asa plez- 


_ fing Sabbath facrifice, the Hebrew emphaticall and demonftrative 


particle hereadded to fet forth a f{peciall reft,implies fo much. And 
the word whichis in the Hebrew, reft, is of the fame noteand origi- 
nall with the word which. Exod.20.1 1. in the fourth commandement 
is ufed to fignifie Gods refting on the feventh day. 

Now, ail thefe things well weighed and laid together doe fhew 
that this opinion, though held by fome learned men, is but a meere 
dreame.and idle fancie. And indeed the very firt words in which 
God gave the fourth Commandement, to wit, remember the Sabbath 
day to keepeitholy, are of themfelves alone afufficient argument to 
prove, that the Lord did not in giving the Law from Mount Sina firft 
inftitute the Sabbath day ; but only did renew the memory of it, and 
of the firft inftitution thereof by renewing and receiving his old 
Commandement, by. which he on the firft feventh day of the World 
did fanctifie it. 

There is another opinion which divers both Antient and moderne 
Chriftians do hold upon a better ground; for they doe gather and con- 
clude with one generall confent from the plaine words of this Text, 


that God in the beginning immediately after the creation ended, did 
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give the Law of the Sabbath, and did blef and fan@ifie the feventh 
day of the firft weeke of the world, and every feventh day of every 
weeke following, and commanded it to be kept an holy Sabbath; in 
memory of his reft on the feventh day. 

But howfoever, they all agree in the generall ; yet in divers fpeciall 
and particular fhings they do much differ. 

1. Some hold, that the Law of the Sabbath was given to man in 
the ftate of innocency, before his fall on the fixt day, and that it was 
written in mans heart, that he ought to keepe the feventh day holy ; 
and that if man had continued in his integrity, he would haue kept 
the feventh day of every weeke an holy reft unto tke Lord his God. 

2. Others hold, that the Sabbath was inftituted not in the ftate of 
innocency, nor before mans fall, which happened towards the end of 
the fixthday ; but that on the feventh day when God refted from the 
worke of Creation, he then did bleffe and fanétifie that and every fe- 
venth day and appointed it to be a weekly Sabbath, and the Law by 
which he inftituted the Sabbath, was no other but {uch as was written 
in mans heart in the creation, and that man by the inftiné of nature 
would have obeyed that Law and kept the Sabbath in the ftate of in-. 
nocency,ifhe had tood and continued therein. 

3. Athird fort arcofopinion, that the Sabbath was inftituted and 
the Commandement for the keeping thereof given in the ftate of in 
nocency, and yet not till the feventh day;for they imagine that many. 
ficood moré then one day, and did in his innocency keepe the Sabbath, 
and if he had continued would have alwayes kept it ; not by any ins. 
ftinét of nature or light of naturallreafon created in him and moving 
himfo todo, but by a pofitive Law and precept given by God, of 
the fame nature and kind with, the Commandement of abftaining 
from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, 5 

Inall and every of thefe opinions I find fome failing, and no confent: 
and perfect agreement with the word of God. 

_Firft they all goetoo farre, and have nor one word in Scripture: 
to warrant their opinion : that dam in the {tate of innocency fhould: 
and would have kept every feventh day for an holy reft, and that 
God would have required it at his hands. For all Scriptures which 
mention, the Sabbath doe {peake of it as of an holy figne looking alto- 
gether towardsChrilt, and towards the ftate-of grace and glory in 
him, and not towards the ftate of innogency~ It is mofk certaine that 
man 
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manin that ftate was perfe@ with naturall perfection, at all times 
equally difpoféd to obey God and to ferve him, and to remember his 
Creation and ‘to honour his creator. Hee needed no obfervation of 
any day to put him in mind of any thing whichhe had before known, 
& which God had revealed to him, his memory was perfed,. atid he 
knew whatfoever was needfull for him to know or do in that prefent 
frate. And his will was every moment ready to do whatfoever he 
knew to beright,he needed no figne to admonith him of his duty,or 
to move him to do it in duefeafon.He didnot labour nor weary him- 
felfe, every day was tohima day of delight and pleafure, ofret and. 
recreation, andin every creature which hedid fee or meddle with he: 
‘did behold and take notice of the wifedome and goodneffe of God. 
Ina word:his whole life was a conftant and obedient ferviceofGod, 
and there was no inequallity nor leffe worthip of God in one day 
then in another, for he fully ferved God at all times: Whofoever de- 
nyes this muft needs deny therein mans peifection and conftant con- 
formity to God in the ftate of innocency. For where one day is kept 
better then another, there is inequallity, and no conftant uniformity 
in himfelfe, nor conformity to Gods will. ‘ 

In the fecond place, they who hold that the Sabbath was firit 
inftituted after mans fall, and yet that. it was written in mangheart 
in theftate of innocency, and he then was bound to keepe it: they fall. 
into many abfurdities. T 

. Firft that a man was bound to keepe a Sabbath before ever it was 
inftituted. 

Secondly,that God did by his word and commandement teach man 
im vaine that which hee was fully taught already and had written 
in his heart. dimes pets sett 

Thirdly, thatGod gave to man a Law in vaine after his fall when 
he knew he was become unable to keepe it. 

3. They who hold that the Law of the Sabbath was not writ- 
ten in mans heart, but was a pofitive Law given in the {tate of in- 
nocency, of the fame nature with that Commandement of mans 
not eating of the tree of knowledge, They doe make this Com- 
mandement of the Sabbath utterly void by mans fall, even as that 
of not cating is now void, and was not to bee renewed after mans 
fall.. But of the ynfoundnefle and vanity of thefe opinions I fhall 
fpeake more fully; when I come to fhew what kind ‘of Law that 
| of 
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of the Sabbath is, and how that commandement bindes men. 

Now becaufe I cannot find any folidity, or fatisfa@ion in any of 
thefe opinions, I have left humane writings even of the beft lear- 
ned, and have betaken my {felfe wholly tothe fearching of the Holy 
Scriptures, Gods moft pure infallible word, and what light I finde 
therein for the manifeftation ofthetruth, J will not hide nor cover, 
but fet it before you openly. And for the time when God firk infti- 
tuted the Sabbath, 1 conceive it to have beene not in the ftate of in- 
nocency, but after mans fall immediately, and yet upon the feventh 
day wherein God refted from the worke of the creation; as my Text 
here faith, and although this may feeme to croffe the order of the 
Hiftory as it is here laid downe by Mofes, becaufe mans fall is re- 
lated a-while after his fanétihcation of the Sabbath, even in the 
third Chapt. Yet let this moove no man, for AZofés doth not fet 
down all things in order as they were done in this and thenext 
Chapter, but fint he fpeakes of the finifhiag of Heaven and Earth,and 
allthe hoft ofthem, and then of Gods reft, and of the fanéifving of 
the feventh day, and then returnes to fpeake of things which were 
done before: as the planting of the garden in Eden, which was a 
worke of the third day, and the making of the woman and forming 
Aer ofa rib taken out of mans fide, and mans naming of all living crea- 
tures before the woman was made, which things were done en the 
fixt day. Alfointhis Chapter, the forming of the man is related be- 
fore the planting of the garden and the watering of it with ariver 
which was devided into foure heads, though it is moft evident 
that before there was a man to till the ground, God made every 
plant and tree that was pleafant to the eye and good for food, to 
grow out of the ground, that is, all the trees of the garden amongft 
the ret, ver.5. Wherefore we muft not cleave ftri@ly to the or- 
der in which Mofes fets things downe in this Chapter, nor take 
all things to be firt done which are here firft related, for then we 
fhould beleeve that plants, herbes trees, man and woman were 
all created after that the workes of creation were finifhed, and 
after Gods refting onthe feventh day, Butto paffe by all needleffe 
doubts, let us come to the proofes of this Point, which prove 
ftrongly that Gods inftitution of the Sabbath was not in mans inno- 
cency but after his fall. 

Firft, the very words of my Text affirme that the Sabbath was 
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inftituted on the feventh day, for firft it is faid in exprefle words, 


that on the feventh day God refted and blefled and fan@ified 
that day. 

Secondly, the things which gave God occafion to fandtifie the fe- 
venth day, andupon which the firft inftitution of the Sabbath was 
grounded came not to paffe, neither were they in being untill the 
feventh day, that is Gods perfecting of the worke and refting from 
al the work which he had made:the words of the Text are vety plain, 
Onor in the feventh day God ended his Worke and refted, and becaufe 
of this refting he bleffed and fandtified the feventh day, Arid there- 
fore the fanctifying of the feventh day which was the infitution of 
the Sabbath, cannot be before the feventh day ; ‘The building could 
not be before there was ground to build on, neither could the worke 
go before the caufe and occafion of it. 

Thirdly, itis againft all reafon to thinke that God aftually bleffed 
and fandtified the feventhday, and madeit his holy Sabbath before it 
came into being. Now this ground being very cleare,that the Sabbath 
was inftituted on the feventh day from the beginning of the creation 
and not before, I proceed to a fecond ground, to wit:that man did fall 
towards the end of the fixt day,even on the fame day in which he was 
created, which being fully prooved, it will neceffirily follow. That 
the firft infitution ofthe Sabbath was after mans fall and not in the 
{tate of innocency. 

Firft that man did fall upon the very day of his creation the fixt 
day, I proove by plaine Scriptures and by {trong arguments grounded 
on them. The firft tefimony is that fpeech of David, Pfalme 49.12. 
(Man being in honour lodged not a night therein, bur became like the beafts 
that perifo, So the words runne inthe originall text, and we cane 
not without wrefting of the words from their proper fence in the 
Hebrew, expound them of any other perfon but of the frit -fdam 
and of his fall,the word which is in our tranflation (man) is Adam 
in the Hebrew, and the words which wee read in our Englifh 
(abideth not) Bal-jalin, and in the Hebrew fignifie, lodged not 
a night therein ; as appeareth by other Scriptures, in which it is 
continually ufed to fignifie lodging or tarrying for a night, via 
Exod.23.18. 34.25. Deut.16.4. where God forbids the J/raelires 
to ler the fat of their Sacrifice, or any part of the fieh of the Pafchal 
tambe to lodge With them all night till the morning. And 2 Sama oh 
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when Fafkai faid to Abfalom of his Father Danid) that hee was 
aman of Warre, and Wouldnot lodge With the people, And 2 Sam.19.8. 
where Joab faith to David, there will not one abide with thee one 
night, And Pfal.30.5, where it is fad, that Weeping may lodge for 
anizht, but joy commeth in the morning, And {fo in all other Scrip- 
tures this word isufed. And the learned Hebreu who beft know 
the propriety of the phrafe: underftand this place of Adam and of 
his falling on the day of his Creation, and not continuing one night 
in the honourable {tate of innocency. The fecond teftimony is 
that fpeech of our Saviour, 704.8.44, wherehe faith that the Divell 
was amurtherer of man and alyar fromthe beginning and abode notin 
the truth, By the beginning is meant the tirit day ef mans Cre- 
ation, andit isnever abfolutely uf d in any other r Aa but for the 
time ofthe firt Creation. Now if the Divell did lye and deceive 
and rnutther man by drawing him to finne from the firft day of mans 
being, it followes that man did fall on the fixt day, which was the day 
of his creation. The third proofe is grounded on the words which 
paffed betweene the woman and the Serpent, The Serpents fpeech 
implies that asyet they had not eaten of any tree, and that he fet upon 
the woman immediately after that God had given them comman- 
dement not to eate of the tree of knowledge ; the words which he 
ufeth ( Yea, or zs it even fò ) they are a forme of {peech ufed by one 
that ftanding aloofe and over-hearing what was forbidden, doth 
immediately {ep in and askes the party to whom thecommande-, | 
ment was given,if it were even fo as he conceived, And the wo- b3N) i 
mans mfwer is in fuch a word as is of the future tenfe in Hebrew, Gen.zr, 2. 
and fignifies nct an act paft or prefent, but a power and liberty to 
eate hereafter when they fhould have occafion, and the true tranfla- 
tion of her words is: we may or will hereafter eate of the fruite of 
the trees of the garden, Alfo it is very likely that if they had eaten 
ofthe fruite of any tree of their owne accord before their tempta- 
tion and fall, their reafon, will and appetite would have led them 
to the tree of life, which was neere at hand even inthe middeft of 
the garden clofe by the forbidden tree,ver.9. The very name where- 
of was amiable, and unto which the naturall defire of man did of 
it felfe chiefly carry him, as Gods words doe intimate, Chap.3.22. 
But that they .had not yet reached forth their hands to take 
and eate of thaftree, that fpeech of God fhewes, Chap.3.23. wae 
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he faith that he will cat «dam out of the garden, Leaft hee put 


forth his hand and take and eate af the tree of life, which was the feale 
of naturall life ; Now this had beene too late if they had already be- 
fore eaten of it, . 

Fourthly, fo foone as God had created the woman, and given 
her to the man, fijgave them the bleffing of fruitfulneffe, and the 
defire of procreatiom of children whichis moft naturall to man, and 
he did bid them increafeand multiply, fo we reade, Chap.1.28. and 
undoubtedly they would riot have neglected the bleffing of multi- 
plying and increafing man-kind, but if they had continued in their 
integrity one night, the woman by companying with the man 
would have conceived a pure feed without iinne, for there wasno | 
barrenneffe of the wombe in innocency, that came in as acurfe after 
the fall. Chap.3.16. 

Fiftly, the verity of Gods threatning, and the ftrictneffe of his 
juftice required that in the fame day wherein man finned, in the 
fame fhould the fentence of death be executed, the words of the 
Law are very peremtory,ver.17. In the day that thou eatefh thou fhalt 
furely dye, Which fentence was fully and truly executed, though — 
not on Adam himfelfe, yet on Chrift the fecond Adam mans furety, 
The firt Adam and all his pofterity are the fame day made fubject to 
death, wherein they act or partake actually of this tranfgreffion, 
and Chrift the fecond Adam who undertooke to fitisfie the Law 
for this finne and to fuffer the punifhment due to it and all finnes 
which fpring from thisroote, did certainely dye on the fame day, 
and at the fame houre of the day in which the firft Adam tranfgrefled, 
fo Ireneus and divers of the ancients and other acute writers do hold, 
and they well obferve, that onthe fixt day of the weeke on which 
day Adam was created and after the ninth houre of that day, that is 
in the afternoone, and towards the end of the day Chrift fuff:red 
both a curfed bodily death on the croffe, and alfo the agonies 
and paynesof the fecond dgath, as he fheweth by his crying out, 
My God my God Why haft thon forfaken mee, “And by his word 
Confummatum eSt, that is, the fulnefie and utmof extremity of tar- 
ments is come, or now isthe utmoft extremity of my painefull fuf- 
fering. And therefore itis very probable and cannot without 
{cornefull wrangling be denied, that Adams fall was about the fame 
time of the fixtday, which doth make good the Word of ag and 
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fhew the verity of his threatning Law, and his admirable wifedome 
and providence in thinking of mans redzmption before he would 
fuffer man to fall. 

Sixtly if Adam had ftcod any while, even one day or night or =! 
more untill he had eaten of the tree of life, which feemes to bea 
feale of the firt Covenant of life by workes of naturall righteoufnefle, 
it is likely that he could not have fallen, nor the Divell beene fuffcred 
to tempt him, or if after the taft of the {weetnefle of the tree of life, 
and the fealing of the covenant of life by his owne workes of obe- 
dience, he had fallen : {urely his fall had beene more defperate, even 
totall and finall apoftacy : for which God alloweth no Sacrifice tobe 
offered nor prayer to be made, and from which there is norecovery 
nor renewing by repentance. The Divell being created with the 
Angells amongft the fupernaturall hoft on the firftday, and having: 
feene the glory of Cod and tafted of the Heavenly joyes all the fix ,¢, 
dayes of the creation untill man was created and all the frame of 1 Ioh.ṣ, 
the world finifhed, and Lordthip given to man over all inferiour 16. 
creatures, he then after this taft folling away and not abiding in the Heb.6.6. 
truth but leaving his firft efate, did finne more defperately and rebelli- 
oufly againft the light, and his finne is fo hatefull to God, that he will 
not accept of any fatisfaction for it, neither could the Sonne of God 
undertake for him. But mans fall being at the firft before he had tated 
ofthe tree of life and the full {weetneffe ‘and fruition of earthly feli- 
city, and fpringing not originall from himfelfe,. but from the Divell 
who deceived him, therefore there is mercy with God for him, Gods 

iving of Chrift,and Chrifts undertaking for man, is an argument that 
Adam did fallin the day ofhis creation before he had tafted ofthe 
tree of life, and that he was made,mard, formed and deformed in one 
day,as the Greeke writers {peake 

Laftly.it feemes by divers other reafons very probable, that man did 
fall on the fixt day before he had eaten of the tree of life, which ifhe 
had beene left to himfelfe, and if hee had not beene prevented and 
feduced by the Divell he would have done. 

Firft becaufe the Covenant of life by mans owne workes of 
obedience, being fealed by his cating of that tree which was 
the feale of that Covenant : as appeares by Gods {peech, Gene/is.3; 

23. Man had beene confirmed in that naturall life and eftate 
wherein God created him, andthe Divell could have had no power 
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either to feduce himor to prevaile by his temptations, 

Secondly the things which Adam did after his creation and be- 
fore his fall: could not be done orderly. and diftin@ly in leffe then 
agood part ofa day. Firft God brought all living creatures before 
him, and hee tooke notice of them, and gave to every kinde of crea- 
ture fit names, before the woman was made, as appeares, ver.20. 
Then Ged caft him into adeepe fleepe and tooke one of his ribs, and 
formed it into a woman and brought her to him. After that God 

gave them the bleffing of fruitfulnefle, and faid be fruiefull and 
multiply, he alfo gave them rule and dominion over all creatures, 
and appointed them all Trees bearing fruit, and Herbes bearing 
feed for their meat, and fet man to keepe and dreffe the garden, and 
withall he gave them the commandement to abftaine from the tree 
of knowledge of good and evill, before they were tempted and 
drawne into finne and tranfgreffion, Therefore their fall muft needs 
be towards the end of the day, after theninth houre, at the fametime 
of the day in which Chrift fuff-red death and gave up the Ghoft : as 
the Gofpell fhewes, (Wfarh,27.46. and fothe day ani houre of mans 
firft finne, was the day and houre of death for finne accordiag to 
Gods threatning,ver.17. l =". 
Thirdly after their falland the fight of their nakedneffz, they fewed 
fig leaves together and made them aprones, and by this time we may 
fuppofe that the Sunne did fet and the coole of the day approached. 
even the breathing winde which commonly blowes after the fetting 
of thé Sunne, and did blow in the night of the feventh day, at which 
time they heard Gods voice walking in the garden, which was ter- 
tibleunto them, partly by resfon of the darkenefle of thenight, and 
partly through the confcience oftheir finne, and the fhame of naked- 
nefle which finne brought upon them, and hereupon they hid them- 
felves from Gods prefence ameng the trees of the garden, which 
fhelter was too vaine and foolith, no way able to hide them from 
Gods pure eyes, Therefore certainely they did finne and fall towards 
the end of thefixt day in which they were created.And juftly might 
Adamhaye curfed the day of his creation,if Chrift had not immediatly 
betimes on the feventh day been promifed, and had not aétually and 
openly undertaken to become the {eed of the woman, and began to be 
an actuall mediator for mans redemption, 

And thus I have by the helpe and light of Scriptures made it pléine 
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and manifeft, that mans firft finne and fall was onthe fixt day. And 
that the (ft inftitution of the Sabbath being upon the feventh day, 
muft needs be after mans fall and not in the {tate of innocency. 


CHAP. TY. 


Ow this prooving and demonftrating of the firft point in my 

Text, to wit: the time of the brit inftirution of the Sabbath, 
doth lead us dire@ly as ıt were by thehand unto the fecond maine 
point, that is, the ground upon which the Sabbath was founded, 
and the true outward, mooving caufe and occafion of the firft in- 
{titution of it. 

Firft we may hence colle that the ground of the Sabbath is not 
any thing revealed or done on the fix dayes of the creation, and there- 
fore there was no ufe of the Sabbath nor place for it in the ftate ofin- 
nocency,neither is it a commemoration of ary thing then brought in- 
to beeing, but rather of Gods refting from creation and ceafing to 
proceed further in perfecting the world by way of creation. 

Secondly that the true ground muft be fought and found among the 
things which came to paffe on the feventh day, and after the {tate of 
innocency which ended at mans tran{greffion and fall, now this we 
will feeke in the next words of the Text. 


The ground of the Sabbath, 


And on the feventh day God ended his Worke Which he had made, and on 
the feventh day God rested from all hu Workes which he had made, and God 
bleffed the feventh day. i 

In thefe words we may obferve three diting things concurring on 
the feventh day. 

Firft Gods ending or perfe@ting of the whole worke or bufineffe 
of the creation. , 

Secondly Gods refting from that worke and ceafing tò pro- 
ceed that way, and giving over to uphold the world, and to 
repaire man and other creatures ( which were brought under cor- 
ruption and through his fall made fubject to vanity ) by the meere 
workeofcreation, ~ 

Thirdly Gods blefling the feventh day by revealing therein a 

great 
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great blefling, farre above all the good which he fhewed in the fix 
dayes of the creation, 
That thefe are the true grounds of the Sabbath, and that God be- 
caufe of thefé concurring and comming together on the feventh day, 
did fanctifie it and made it an holy Sabbath, tobe kept by man for an 
holy reft, the words following immediately do thew where it is 
faid God did fanétifie the feventh day, becanfe in it he refted fiom all 
his worke of creation, and from dealing and doing that way. Thefe 
three points, I will therefore prove and explaine out of the words 
of the Text in their order. 
Fa Firft for Gods ending or perfecting of his workes which he had 
omn made, that is, exprefled in the firft words. [ God ended his workes 
ponb Which be had made,\ the words in th? Originall Hebrew text are 
ane thefe; Vaiecal Elohim melachto aber gnaffzh, which are diverfly tran- 
==: flated and expounded by the Learned tranflators and expofitors of 
MOY this text, 

The Vulgar Latine runnes thus: Complevita, Deus opus fuum 
quod fecerat, That is, God finithed his worke which hehad made, 
or God made his werke compleat on the feventh day. The Greeke 
Septuagints render the words thus. =erererzcy 0 Gets ev TÄ nupa marla 
ve igya avts. Thatis, God perfected his workeon the fixt day, 

The Chaldee paraphrafeth thus.Ox the (eventh day God delighted in his 
Worke Which he had male, Tremellius & ums ard many other lear- 
nedexpolitors do reade the words thus: That before the feventh day 
God had ended his worke, and had finithed it on the feventh day, that 
is, when the feventh day came he had ended the creation. l 

The words thus diverfly tranflated feeme to have feverall mea- 
nings and may be taken in divers and feverall fences, The Vulgar 
Latine which is all one with our Engli:h tranflation, feemesto make 
this the fence of the words. That on the feventh day God made an 
end of his worke, which tillthen was not fully finifhed, and that in 
_ memory and for joy of the finifking of his worke and making it 

fully compleate on the feventh day, he fanétified that day tobe his 

holy Sabbath, l | 

The Chaldee paraphrafe feemes to make the jey and delight 
which God tooke in viewing all the worke of creation on the 
feventh day, to be a ground and caufe of Gods fanétifying that day 
for his Sabbath. 
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Tremellius and the learned who agree with him, {eeme to hold Chap,2, 
that Cod had before on the fixt day ended all the workes of the crez- 
tion, Andall being finithed when the feventh day came, that was 

“the onely day of the weeke in which God had no worke left tobe fi- 
nifhed, nor any thing to make, and therefore he made this his holy 
day and day of reft. This alto feemes to be the meaning of the 
Greeke Septuagints, who for this purpofe have changed the He- 
brew text, and inftead of the feventh day, put in the fixt day for the 
ending of the weeke, and the feventh day they make the day onely of 
Gods refting. 

Now of all thefe tranflations taken tn thefe Vulgar fences, there 
is not any one which can give full futisfaétion and remoove all doubts 
and {eruples : Yea if we receive and grant thei all, fome difficulties 
willftillremaine ; And therefore, for the removing of all doubts and 
fall manifeftation of the truth, I will endeavour to fearch and dive 
farther into the words of the Originall Hebrew text, and to finde 
out afurther fence and meaning, by comparing them with other 
Scriptures which give morelightuntothem, and in fo doing I will 
make ufe of thefe feverall tranflations and fences,to gather fome light 
and ftreneth from them, and from the difference which is among 
them fer the more full manifeltation of the truth which I fhall com- 
mend unto you. ; 

Firft for the Hebrew word oy which is here tranflated, Ended, 
Perfetted, Finifhed, it fignifies in the firft and moft proper and full 
fence, to tring athing to the full end of it, fo that now it hathall 
which belongs to itinany kinde, Sometimes it is ufed in Scripture 
to fignifie the bringing of a thing to the laft end of it, either by con- 
fuming of it, and bringing it to an end of beeing and well beeing 
whichit had before, 70b.4.9, By the breath of Gods noftrills the wicked 
are faid tobe confirmed, and J/z.1.25, or by ceafing to continue it ifit 
beatranfient action or fpeech: as Gen.17.22. God ended his Sfeech or 
talke With Abraham, that is:ceafed to continue it, and Exod,3 4.33. 
1 Sam.10.13. & 2 Sam.6.18, 1 King.7.40, where mention is made 
of Mofès his ceafing to f{peake, of Sauls making an end of prophecy- 
ing,and David of offering Sacrifice, and Hiram of his working, This 
fence is in no cafe tobe OKR 

Firft becaufe God confumed not the works which he had made 
before, neither did Ged bring his working and making of crea- 
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_ Chap.2. tures to an end by ceafing to continue it,for that was the fixt day when 


he had made the woman the laft creature which he made, then he 
ceafed from his working and brought it to an end. 

Secondly becaufe coatuming ani deftroyinz of creatures, can be 
no good ground of bleiliig and fantifying the day and time in 
which itis done. 

Sometimes this word is ufed to fignifie the bringing of a thing 
tothe full end of perfection, either by adding to the laft and utmoft 
thing which belongs to the nature, kinde and being of it, fo that 
now it wants no perfection which it ought to have in that kinde, 
thus the word is ufed,2 Chro.7.11.where it is faid that Salomon finifhed 
the houje of the Lord, and €404.40.33. Mofes finilhed all the Worke 
of the Taberaacle, Or elfe by adding to it more then naturally be- 
longs to it: even {omz fupernaturall and extraordinary perfection, 
thus the word is ufzd, &2¢k.16.14, where it is faid that God mae 
Jerufalem perfect by his beauty which he putupoa his people whom 
he placed to dwell therein: even Davidand other holy men whom 
he beautified with fupernaturall and faving gifts and graces. In this 
lat fence I conceive the word to be efpecially here ufed, For it is 
saci certaine that God brought all things to the full end and natural! 
perfection on the fixt day when he created man and woman, and 
gave themrule and dominion over all living creatures, and appointed 
all things which he had made to ferve for their ufe, and fo much 
the laft words of the firft Chap.thew, where it is faid: God fawevery 
thing Which he had made,and behold it Was very good,and this was before 
the end of thefixt day. And therefore that giving of full naturall bee- 
ing and perfection cannot be this which is here faid to be on the fe- 
venthday. Ifwe fhould here underftand that perfecting and finifhing 
ofthe work; wemuft either with the 70.GreekT ranflators corrupt 
the text, and for the feventh put the fixt day; orelfe with T remelius 
and others, flraine the plaine words of the text and make this the 
fence of them ; In the feventhday (that is before the feventh day) God 
ended, that is: God had ended his work and already finifhed it before, 
to wit:on the fixt day; which being granted,It will hereupon follow, 
either that this perfecting of Gods work is no ground of the Sabbath 
at all, or elfe that the fixt fhould rather be the Sabbath, becaufe it 
was the day and time in which Godbrought the created worke to 
perfection. 4 
; ‘But 
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But here in the originall text, the Hebrew words are Beiom Chap.2. 
hafhebinft. In the feventh day, that is: within the compafie of that day 
God perfeéted his worke which he had before made and createdon 
the fix dayes, and therefore I doe verily conceive and beleeve, and 
darebe bold to affirme for acertaine truth, that onthe feventh day, 
God gave to the work which he had before made very good and per- 
fe%, with naturall and mutable perfe@ion, (and which the Divell by 
mans fall had marred and defaced ) new another fecond and greater, 
even fupernaturall perfection by promifing Chrift the bleffed feed of 
the woman for the reftauration of the work defaced,and by Chrift his 
undertaking not oy to redeeme us from all evills which entered in 
by mans finne, and from that mutability of eftate in which we were 
all created : but alfo to exalt us to a farre more excellent ftate and con- 
dition, even to the ftate ofimmutable grace here, and of eternall life 
and glory in the fight and fruition of God in Heaven hereafter in the 
world to come. 

That Adam did finne and fall on the fixth day which .weecall Fry- 
day, and in all likelihood towards the evening about thédame houre 
in which Chrift dyed on the Crofl2 to redeeme us from that finne 
and all finnes which thereby entered intothe world, Ihave prooved 
before. That after mans fall and difcovery of his nakedneffe, and 
{owing of figge leaves together for aprons, Gods voice was heard 
walking in the garden in the coole of the day, that is, after the funne 
was gone down and the feventh day begun, and that Adam hid him- 
felfe the words of the text affirme plainely inthe third Chapter. Alfo 
_ thatafter the conventing, examining and arraigning of the man and 
the woman, and curfing of the ferpent, and alfo of the earth ; and paf- 
fing fentence of panifhment on the perfon of the manand woman, 
to wit: forrowesand labours in this life,and in the end thereof bodi- 
ly death and returning to duft, God for a comfortable remedy of 
all thefe evils, promifed Chrift to redeeme man-kind from them all 
and to purchafe for them eternall life and glory, the hiftory asit is in 
the fame third Chapter laid downe fhewes molt clearly, and I do ve- 
rily beleeve that all reafonable men, efpecially all true Chriftians, 
will moft freely confefle and willingly grant: That Chrift in the 
day wherein he was firt promifed, and did actually undertake to 
redeeme the world, brought in a greater perfection unto the worke 
of creation,or the things created, then they had before given to them 
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Chap,2. onthe fix dayes in.their creation, to wit: fupernaturall grace, and 
heavenly: and fpirituall gifts of holinefe,‘ which exalt! man-to-a ftate 
ammuntableand eternall. » A SENSORY Soha Ant eae 
_ Now feeing itis atenth moft manifeft, that in the feventh day 
(God the Father promifing th: bleffed feed Chrift to deftroy the 
workes, and to. breake the head and power of the Divell the Old 
ferpent, and the Sonne of God actually- undertaking mans redemp- 
tion, and beginning to mediate for man : And God the Holy Ghoft 
infpiring by thepromifeand through Chrift grace and faith into both 
the man and the woman tobeleeve that out of her who was thein- 
ftrument:. of death to man, fhonid Chrift foring, who is the lifeand 
light of men, and fo fhe fhould become, Chavah, thatis, the living 
one, or mother of all living) there was a fapernaturall perfection 
broughtinto the world. And God brought his works which he made 
toabetter citate, and thewed a further end of things created.. Surely 
it fhould be too mach pzrverfnefle in us, and too groffe refilting efoar 
ownereafon, guided by the text it felfe, if we fhould deny or refafe to 
beleeve,that this perfecting of Gods worke is here meant in this place, 
and is thetrue ground of bleifing the feventh day to be the Lords 
holy Sabbath. 

Andthas I hope I have fully difcovered the true fenfe and meaning 
of the firft words, and fhewed how we are to underftand this which 
is here faid, to wit: And on the feventh day God ended or perfected 
his Worke, | 

I proceed to the. next words, And on the feventh day God rested 
from all has Wworke Which he had made, to whichIadde the repetition 
of the fame words with fome addition in the latter end of the third 
verfenamely, that he rested from all the Worke Which he created, even 
from making any more, {othe words in the Hebrew do ruane, Now 
‘for the word rested, it is in the originall DW Shabarh, of which the 
name of the Sabbath is derived, and it doth not fignife a reftingof 
God for to refreth himfelfe, as being weary, nor reting fromeall 
working abfolutely and fimply, but ceafing from making any more 
kindes of creatures : for God doth alwayes as a provident Lordand 
Father, work in the continnall generation of particular creatures;and 
in multiplying, preferving, ordering and difpofing of them, as our 
Saviour fhewes, 7ohw5.17. Here therefore we are to uader{tand, 
thaton the firlt fix dayes the Lord fhewed his good will and oe 
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fure in making every thing very geod and perfed, with miturat! Cha. z. 
perfeStion. Soin thefeventh day hereled wholly from mekingany 
view kinde of creature by way of former creation : And man bem 
fallen and having brought coafufion into the world, and corrupti- 
on and vanity upon the ereatures » Chrift is promifed and actually 
undertakes and begins to interceede for man,:and to be his redee- 
mer and Savionr , and by this meanes God may bee faid to ret 
divers wayes | alien ' 

Firft whereas the rigour of juice required that manfhoald dye 
and perih inthe fame day wherein hee finned, and the creatures 
made for his ufe fhould-together with him be deitreyed, ani fo fhould 
God have binbufied in execution of jaftice and deftroying his former 
work,and in making anew world of creatures: the eternall word the 
Sonne of God undertooke mans Redemption, brings reft to God by 
that meanes from deftroying the former and making anew or fecond 
worke of creation, which is truly called refting fromall the worke 
which he had made, 

Secondly the naturall eftate and beft being and perfeAtion which 
man and other creatureshad by creation, fhewing it felfe mutable 
by mans fall and fo appearing, IfGod fhould have proceeded and gone 
on ia thefame manner of working as he had done in the fix dayes of 
the creation, there fhould have been no reft nor end of his work of nta- 
kingandremaking. But Chrift undertooke the worke of redemption 
andas analfufficient Saviour to perfect for ever them that are fanti- 
fied by the communien of his Sp‘ritand {pirituall and fapernatutall 
grace,and torenue them after his heavenly Image of true and unchan- 
geable holinefle,doth this wey bring reft toGod from the work or bit- 
{melz of creation, and fets on foot a new and more admirable work in 
which Godreiteth, and in which he taketh much delight, and by 
which his creatures are reconciled, and made pleafing and accep- 
table tohim. | n 

Thirdly Chrift- who was- promifed to become the feed of the wo- 
man for mans redemption, being the eternall wifedome andimighty 
word of God, and able to beareup the pillars of the earth, when 
it andall the whole tents thereof were diflolved, and the faftifonn- 
dations: thereof were out of courfe, as the Malmift tpeakes,. P15. 
3. & $2.5,8. God doth juftly fetrle his reft on himand commits to 
himtheruling, governing and jadging of the world, as he is mes 
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diatour and the Sonneof man, So our Saviour himfelfe affirmes, Joh. 
p e12 2an pe 

Now thaton the feventh day God did not barely reft from his 
worke of creating and making creatures; but alfo that in and by 
Chrift promifed on that day, he found reft and refted the feverall 
wayes before named, the holy Scriptures and alfo common reafon 
do plainly fhew. 

Firft a bare refting from creation and not working is not 4 matter of 
fuch moment and benefit,that it fhould be the ground of blefling and 
fanctifying ofone day in feven every weeke to the folemne memory 
ofit, Holy dayes and feafts mentioned in the Scriptures have alwayes 
beene appointed by God, and fet apart for the commemoration of 
fome great extraordinary workes, as delivering Zfraelout of Egypt, 
giving of the Law and fuch like. ° 

Secondly, that Gods refting on the feventh day was more then 
this word N= Shabath, which is here ufed, doth properly fignifie 
in any other places of Scripture where it is ufed to fet forth other 
ceafing and refting from worke. The holy Scriptures themfelves 
dos fully thew. Alfo that Cod found reft in Chrift : even of 
refrefhing, and fetled his delight in him the Redeemer, and in his 
worke of redemption, and committed the world to be Ruled, Jud- 
ged, Ordered and difpofed by himas Mediator, upon the feventh 
day and from that day forward untill the eternall reft of Heaven 
comes in, and the kingdome te delivered up to God his Father, 
that God may be all in all. As for example Exod.20.11. where God 
in giving of the Law, and mentioning the ground of his fanatifying 
ofthe feventh day, to wit, his reiting, dothufe the Hebrew word 
MI’ fanach; which fignifies not a bare refting from worke, but 
fuch a reft as is full of fweetneflzand delight, and Exod.3 1.17. where 
itis {aid that on the feventh day Godrested and was refrefhed, that is: 
he did not onely ceafe trom creating and reft from workes of cre- 
ation, but he found alfo great delight, that is, in Chrifts undertaking 
to be the Saviour and redeemer of the world, he found great plea- 
dure and delight in his kinde: fachas men in their kinde doe finde 
in things which delight and refrefh their foule, fo much the words 
imply, And the Scriptures of the Prophets and Apoftles {peaking 
to the fame purpofe: juttiie this fenfe and meaning, where they 
tell us, that Chrift the Mediator is Gods righteous fenat in 
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Firft I will fpeake of blefling as it isa ground of inftitution, and 
after in the next place, I will handleit, as it is a part of the inftitution 
of the Sabbath, aud concurres with fanétifying of it. 

Bleffing (as it belongs to the ground of the Sabbath and Er. 
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Chap.2. Gods giving and revealing on the feventh day a blefling above theblef- 
fings of all the other fix dayes by which that day became more honou- 
rable) muft needs be Gods giving, either of fome naturall blefling ten- 
ding to outward profperity, and to naturall perfection and temporal 
felicity in this world ; or of fome gift and bleNing {upernaturall ten- 
ding to heavenly happineffe and cternall bleflednefle, 

. 1,Gods bleifing with naturalland temporall bleilings is declared in 

the Scriptures to be two manner of wayes, i 

Firft by giving all forts of temporall bleñings wd naturall gifts 
in generall, thus God is faid to bleffe IØraek, Gen. 17.20. and to 
bleffe the Ifraclites in all thcir affaires andin all the Wor esof their hands, 
Deut, 14.29. , 

Secondly, by giving fome {peciall worldly blefing , fuccefe, and 
profperity either in refpect of their Corne, Wine, Meate and Drinke, 
Exod,23,25. ot in refpe% of theircattell, or the frnite of their body 
or worldly goods,poffelfions and the like, Deve.28.3 1, 

2. God bleffing with {pirituall and {upernaturall bleifings and gifts, 
in his making of men to grow and profper in grace and in all heavenly: 
bleflings, as Ge#.12.3.& 28.4. where it is faid that in the bleffed feed 
of Abraham and Jacob, that ts in Chrift, AU the nations and families of 
the earth foall be bleffed, and thus God is frid to blefl2 us With all Sfi- 
ritual bleffings in Heavenly things in Christ, Ephef1.3. and ofthis 
bleifing David {peakes, P /al.67.1. where he faith, God be merciful 
nato us and bleffe vs, 

3° God is faid to bleffe in a full and perfect fence with all bleflings 
of profocrity and happinefle koth temporall and {pirituall, that is: 
by giving all faving graces needfull to falvation and good creafe and 
growth in them, and all outward profperity and all things thereunto 
requifite, together with his favour and a fandctified ufe of them, thus 
God promifed to blefle Abraham, Gen,12.2. and Ifaac, Gen,26.3. & 
Jacob, Gen, 28,3. GFofeph, Gon. 49, 25. With blefings of Heaven 
above and deep beneath And hes people and inheritance, P ‘(al.28.9, Now. 
the thing here tobe enquired after and fought out, is what bleffing is 
meant inthis place, whereGod is faid to befe the Seventh day. For 
itis moft certaine, that this blefing wherewith God bleffed the fe- 
venth day, did not confift oncly in Gods giving of any naturall and 
temporal] bleffings to that day, or to man and other creatures on that 
day, or in annexing and tying any fuchuntoit, For God had 9 
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ceafed and now refted from all workes of creation, that is, both Chap,2. 
from creating any kinde of creature, and alfo from adding more na- 

turall goodneffe or perfection to any thing created, We never read 

that God made the feventh day blefled above the other fix, either in 

clearer light of the fun, or in more faire and feafonable weather, at 

any time, or in any age from the beginning, or that he bleffed it 
withany fuchblefling which belongs to nature, or to the naturallufe 

of the creature, is ! mat, 

Secondly for fpiritucll and fupernaturall bleffings which tend to 
eternall life and bleffedneffe in Heaven, wenever read of any procee- 
ding from God, but only through the eternall Son incarnate and made 
man:even Chrift the mediator. The A poftle afirmes that Gad be 
us with all Piritwall bleffings in heavenly things in Christ, Ephef-1.3° 
And that there ts no other name under Heaven given among men 
whereby We muff? be faved, A&,4,12, Ifany man hath afcended higher 
then St.Paul! was rapt, farre above the third Heaven, and hath there 
heard of fpirituall bleflings -which God intended to beltow, or did 
beftow upen Adam in the creation before Chrift was promifed,or did 
openly undertake to be mans mediator; he goeth farre beyond my line 
and meafure of faith, ] dare not be wife above that. which is written, 
It is enough for me to know and beleeve that Chrift is the only true 
way toheavenly and fupernaturall happinefle, and that he zs the truth 
and the life, 70h.14.6 And that none can come to the Father but by him, 
and that in his name the F ather gives the Spirit,ver.26. And through him 
Sheds the Holy Ghoft abundantly on all that are fantlified and faved, Tit, 
3.6. And that as Chrift onely makes Way into the holy of holie, Heb.10, 
20, fiin him is all fullnef[e, and from him all grace proceedeth by which 
God makes us accepted, Eph.1.6. I know that ‘sod created all things, 
and man inhisowne'Image; perfec in his kinde, but yer mumble, 
I confeffe and beleeve that man by his perfect obedience performed 
to God in his owne perfon, according to the firft covenant of works, 
might have continued. in that naturall life and earthly happineffe 
wherein he was created : But that he had any fupernaturall or {pi- 
tituall power given before the promife of Chrift, whereby he was 
fitted for heavenly happineffe, or that any fuch life and happinefle was 
promifed in the firft covenant, orany grace tending thereunto, I can- 
not be perfwaded. | Aeir dull 

- Firlt becaufe theScriptures are ntterly filent in thefe points. 
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Chap.2. Secondly becanfe it is againft all reafon to thinke, or conceive of 


God, who is the fonataine of all wifedom and doth nothing in vaine. 
That if there:had been a more ncere way then Chrift, moreready for 
him to revealeand communicate all: his goodneffe and glory to man- 
kind, even the way of mans own perfonall obedience to the firkt co- 
venant of works; Surely God would never have fuffcred man to fall, 


` nor have given-his Sonne to defcend from Heaven’ and to humble 


himéelfe to fuch bafe ignominious painefull and curfed faF:ringsas he 
did, and all tobring man fo farre about to the fruition of himfelfs in 
heavenly glory. : 
Thirdly, whatfoever hath or fhall certainely come to paffe con- 
ming mans happineffe-or mifery; that God decreed, forefaw and 
Pa and that only ke intendéed,-and that from the begianing, 
evenfrom alleternity ; though God laidupon man noimpofibility 
of ftanding in innecency, norany necefity of felling, but man was 
able to doe Gods will according to the firft Covenant, and ifhe had 
done-it, he might andthould have lived and enjoyed an earthly fe- 
licity : Yet: certainely God foreknew what than would dee when he 
was tempted, and did willingly permit him to breake the firft Co- 
venant, intending to makea more fure Covenant in Chrift, and to 
eftablith it with better promifes, Heb.8.8. and that none of all man- 
kinde fhould be faved but onely they who are in Chrift and under 
this Covenant. Now ‘thefe things being thus :; If the blelfing 
wherewith God bieffid the feventh day, be any d>iritaall bleiing, 
it muf needs be in and under Chrift promifed: Yea it muft needs 
be either the promife made to man on that day, that Chrift fhould be 
his Redeemer, and Chrift his undertaking openly to bewnans furety ~ 
and Mediator, or elfe fome fpeciall blefling which comes by:Chrifts 
mediation,as the gift of the Spirit, and {pirituall grace given to iman 
to beleeve tn Chrift,to reft on him,and in him to feek eternall reft ; or 
Gods acceptation of Chrift for mans furety, & Godsrefting on Chrifts 
fatisfaction and righteoufneffe, In.very deed,!Jet others thinke what 
they pleafe, for my part I can feeno reafon either in this text orany 
other text of Scripture to perfwade me that this bleifing was any; but 
the fupernaturall and heavenly blefling, even Gods gracious favour, 
kindnefle and love then firt fhewed to man in Chrift, by promifing 
him to become the feed of the woman, accepting hiny for mans faray, 
and refting in his mediation and alfatficient fatisfa@ion, whichblef- 
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fing brings with it and includes in it many, yea all naturall bleffings Chap.2. 
which are true bleffings indeed,and end in eternal! happineffe. For by 
Chritt who then was firt promifed and revealed, man hath naturally 
life continued tohim, andright and rule over the creatures reftored 
and given in anhigher degree, and ina more excellent kind : He had 
power given to him in the {tate of ineocency to rule over cattell and 
all living creatures, and toorder and conimand them for his delight 
and pleafare, Butin Chrift he hath power given tokill and faerifice, 
and to eat them and ufe them for his proft. In the creation God gave 
to man as his fteward rule over all creatures and right in them; but 
in Chrift he gave man the right ofa fonne and heire,and made all crea- 
tures mans inheritance, which is a firme and unchangeable right,and 
now all thebleifings temporall which the eleét and faithfull have and 
poflefle by faith in Chrift and by atruc right in him, are bleffedand 
fanctified to them, and are helps and furtherances to their heavenly 

lory. And thus I dare be bold to conclude: That the bleffing where- 
with God bleffed the feventh day, was a bleffing above all bleilings na- 
turall which God gave to man in the fixt day and to other creatures 
on other dayes of the creation, It was the bletling of his kindneffe and 
love to man revealed in Chrift promifed, which includes in it the refti- 
tetion of man-toall naturall bleifings,all which all man-kind have and 
Anjoy by Chri andthroughrhis mediation, So that here is 2 bleffing 
worthy of an everlafting mentoriall among all Adams potterity,;which 
juftly bound, them all toobferve that day of the weeke to the honour 
and praifecf God, untill the comming in of the fullneffe of that blef- 
fing on the day of Chrifts refurrection, which is the firft day of the 
weeke andthe cight from the beginning of the creation, which all 
Chriftians by vertue of the inftitution of the Sabbath here in my text, 
are bound to keepe holy and to folemnife with thankfullneffe for all 
bleffings in Chrift promifed onthe feventh day, and on the firft day 
fully exhibited a perfect Redeemer in his refurrection, And thus I have 
difcovered out of this text the whole ground upon which the Lords 
holy weekly Sabbath is founded, which is briefly comprehended in 
thee 3.particulars. 1 pa perfecting of the work created, 2.Gods rest on 
the feventh day, 3.Gods bleffing of it. Out of which particularsas I 
have laid them open: this Doctrine doth arife. 
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ihe the firft inftitution of the Sabbathon the feventh day of the 
firt weeke of the world was grounded upon Chrift, and occa- 
fioned by the promife of him to be mans mediator, and the worlds 
redeemer. And the true and proper grounds of the fandifcation of 
the weekly Sabbath, upon which it ftands perpetually to the worlds 
end, and to the eternall reft in Heaven, are Gods perfeting of the 
created world by bringing in redemption by Chrilt, Gods reft, de- 
light and pleafure in Chritts mediation, and Gods bleffing the fe- 
venth day with ablefling farre above the bleilings of all other dayes, 
even the giving Chrift a perfect Saviour for man-kinde. This 
point is moft plaine and manifelt by that which I have before deli- 
vered, But yet for the better fetling of our judgments and confir- 
ming of our hearts in the knowledge and beleefe of this truth, It will 
not be amiffe to adde further proofs and -reafons grounded on the 
facred Scriptures. 

Firft that which is the ground of Gods fanctifying the feventh 
day above all the other fix dayes of the weeke'mult needes be {6me- 
thing which came to pafè on that day, which farre excelled the 
workes created on the {ix dayes. For the holy Scriptures and the 
common pradtice of all nations doe concurre in this, that all holy 
dayes whether weekely, monthly or yearely are obferved and were 
firt inftituted in memory of fome notable and extraordinary thing 
which on thofe dayes of the weeke, month and yeare happened 
and came to paffe, witneffe the Paffzover, Pentecoft, the:featt of 
Purim, and dedication, the feaft of Chrifts nativity, refurre@tion, 
afcention, our fifth of November and many others, But there can be 
nothing imagined greater then the workes of creation which were 
all finifhed on the fix dayes, but only the promife and revelation of 
Chrift the Redeemer and the work of redemption by him the eternall 
Sonne of God, on that day openly undertaken and begunne,as I have 
before prooved, 

Firft for Gods ceafing from his workes of creation, and his bare 
reft froin them, it being adoing of nothing and not making of good 
things, cannot in any cafe be efteemed better then the workes of 
the fix dayes wherein God created all things good and perfec with 
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reafonable men,then doing of nothing, 

Secondly, for Gods perfecting of the creation by bringing man 
and woman the laft and chiefelt of his creatures into beeing that 
was on the fixt day, and his making of every creature compleat 
and perfe@ in his kinde, that was done on the feverall dayes in 


which they were feverally created, and cannot be any ground of 


fanctifying the feventh day but rather of the fix dayes of the weeke. 
Wherefore it remaines that Chrift promifed a perfect redeemer on 
the feventh day of the world and beginning aétually to mediate for 
manand to communicate his Spirit and {upernaturall grace and fith 
to our firft parents, is the ground of the inftitution of the weekly 
Sabbath on that day. 

Secondly, a fupernaturall efe&t, cannot proceed from a naturall 
caufe, a fpirituall building cannot be furely fetled on a naturall ground 
and foundation. If the ef& be fupernaturall, the caufe mutt be 
fuch, and ifthe building be fpirituall, the foundation alfo muft be 
fpirituallon which it is fetled, Now the fandtification of the Sabbath 
as it is Gods worke in the firft inflitution, is a feparating of a day 
from naturall, to heavenly, {pirituall and fupernaturall ufe, and to 
workes which tend to fuch an endas cannot be obtained by crea- 
tion, but onely by the mediation of Chrift; and fandification of 
the Sabbath <s it 1s a worke and duty which God requires of a 
man, is wholy exercifed about things which concerne Chrift, and 
which have relation to him, and which none can rightly performe 
without the communion of the Spirit of Chrift, and the faving gifts 
and graces of God in Chrift. The Hebrew word Kadajh fignihes 
onely fuch workes in all the Scriptures wherefoever it isufed, and 
never any thing 1s faid to be holy or fanétified but in, for, and by 
Chrift, wherefore that ground of the Sabbath muf needs be fome- 
thing in Chrift, or indeed Chrift himfelfe on the feventh day firk pro- 
mifed and revealed a perfect and al-fufficient Redeemer and inediator 
to gather all things to God. 

Thirdly that which hath no proper or principall end or ufe, 
but fuch as prefuppofeth Chrift and his mediation, and is fubordi- 
nate to him promifed and to the revelation of redemption by him, 
inuft needes be grounded on Chrift, and receive the firft inftitution 
and Originall from the promife of him, or him promifed, This is 
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acertaine truth which with no colour of reafon can bedenied. For 
God doth nothing in vaine, he makes all things for their proper end 
andufe, and brings nothing into being before he hath a proper end 
and ufeready before hand, for which it may ferve,Now the proper and 
principall end and ufe of the Sabbath for which the Lord is faid in 
the Scriptures, to inftitute and giveit to his peopie, is fuch as prefup- 
pofeth Chrift and his actuall mediation, and is fubordinate to the 
promife o‘redemption by him. | 

Firft Ged himfelfe teftifiech both in the Law, Exod.3 1.13. and alfo 
inthe Prophets, L£xech,20,12, that he gave his Sabbath to his people 
for this endand ufe, That it might be aperpetuall fione betweene him and 
them, to confirme them in this knowledge and beleefe, that he ts their 
God Who doth fanttifie them. 

Secondly, another maine ufe for which Ged inftituted the Sabbath is, 
that it might be a figne and pledge to his people of the eternall reft or 
Sabbathif{me which remaines for them in Heaven, and untill they 
come to thatreit, they are toand to keep a weekly holy Sabbath to 
put thenrin hope of that eternall reft, fo much may be gathered from 
the Apoftles words,Heb,4.3 59. g 

Thirdly, the Sabbath is for that end and ufe that by keeping it holy, 
and by fanétitying our felves to the Lord, and delighting our felves in - 
him,and in his holy worfhip, we might grow up in holineffe without 
which none can come to fee and enjoy God, and fo might draw Rill 
more neere to God till wete fully fitted to fee and enjoy him in glory, 
and to come to hiseternall reft in Heaven, Now all thefe principal] 
endsand ufes ofthe Sabbath doe prefuppofe the promife of Chrift and 
his mediation, 

For firft in him alone ashe is our mediator, God becomes our God, 
who doth fanctifie us,and without Gods fhedding of the HolyGhoft on 
us through Chrift,we can never be truly fanctitied, as appeares Rom.8, 
9.Tit.3.6.& 1 Cor.1.30, And in Chrift we are called to be Saints and 
fanctihied,1 Cor.1.2. i 

Secondly, there is no thought or hope of eternall reft in Heaven but 
in and by Chrift, he brings us into that, and by going before us makes 
way for us, Heb.6.20,& 9.24. Itis that which never entered into the 
heart of man, his reafon conceives it not till God doth reveale it by his 
Spirit given through Chrift,1 Co7.2.9,10, 

Thirdly, no man can have acceffe unto God but in Chrift,there is no 
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approach to the throne of grace but in him, Heb,4.1 6,1 tis Chrift alone Chap. 3- 
who for his peoples fake fanctified himfelfe, thar they alfo might be 
fanctified, 7o4.17.19. And there is no growing up in grace and holines 
but in him and by union and communion in one body with him as our 
head, €pb.4.13,16. upon thefe infallible premifes it foliowes neceflari- 
ly that the proper end and ufe of the Sabbath prefuppofing Chrilt, the 
fir{t inftitation thereof muft needs be grounded on Chrift alfo 
_ Fourthly, If Chrift ss he is the Son of man united in one perfon unto 4Reafon, 
God, and fo our mediator,be the Lord of the Sabbath, fo that the altera- 
tion and change of it from one of the feven dayes to another, 1s only in 
his power and depends wkoly on fome change in him; then the infti- 
tution of it is grounded on the promife of him and upon his mediati- 
on, Now the Antecedent is mantfeft by our Saviours own words. 
Mat.12.9. where he calls himfelfe Lord of the Sabbath day. And by 
his refurrection and becomming the head tone of the corner, the Sabbath 
is changed from the day of him promifed unto the dav of the fullexhi- 
bition of him a perfec actuall Redeemer in his refurrection, as David 
foretold, P fal.118.-And the practife of the Apoftles in all Churches of 
Chriftian Gentiles doth abundantly declare, 4ét.20.7. & 1 Cor.16.2. 
wherfore undoubtedly Chrit promifed, was the firit ground of the in- 
{titution of the Sabbath,and as our Saviour in that place of the Gofpell, 
Alat. 2.9.athrmes 1t was made for man, that isnot only for mens ufe 
but alfo:for him, the fonofman: and upon the promife and underta- 
king offhim to become man and the feed of the woman, for mans re- 
demption and for deftroying the works of the Divell. 
Riss E. . 
This Do&rine, thus fully prooved and: confirmed, is a Do@rine of 
fpeciall ufe to work in the hearts of all true Chriftians, who have all 
their hope & confidence in Chrift, an high and holy reverence and eft- 
eem of the Lords holy weekly Sabbath,and to provok and ftir them up 
toa carefull,confcicnable and diligent obfervation thereof, in all their 
generations, for the promoting and propagating of piety, and for the 
„increafe of devotion and advancement of Religion in all fucceeding 
ages. Ifthe obfervation of the weekly Sabbath were but a dictate of 
nature,written itmans heart in the creation;then were the chiefe end 
and ayme of it-momore but an earthly felicity, and the fruition of 
anaturall life inay) earthly paradice, It fhould be no better then one of 
thedutics whichbelong tothe old covenant of life, and juftification 
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by mans owne works; which is abolithed and made void by mans fall, 
And it is wholy fruftrated of the proper end and ufe of it, which was 
ju(tification and life by works ofa mans owne doing.And fo being not 
a part of the wifedome which is fromaboye, it fhould be’ ofleffe eft- 
eem and of common and ordinary account with holyChriftian Saints. 
Or if the Sabbath were a legall rite and ceremoniall ordinance onely, 
{uch as were facrifices, burnt offerings, citcumcezfion and legall purifi- 
cations, which were fhadowes of things to come, then fhould it bea- 
bolifhed by the full exhibition of Chriit, and the obfervation thereof 
among Chriftians of the beleeving Gentiles, were no better then fet- 
ting up of abominations which make defolate by cutting men of 
from Chrift. Bo, 

But here we are taught better things concerning the Lords holy 
weekly Sabbath,to wit:that it is an holy, Heavenly, Evangelicall ordi- 
nance, wholy groundedupon Chrift and depending only upon him, 
firft inftituted upon the promife of Chrift, and limited tothe feventh 
day of the week,(in which he was promifed to be mans redeemer,and 
did undertake,and in fome meafure beginactually to mediate and toin- 
tercede for man with God ) and was commanded tobe kept only on 
that feventh day, during the time of theold Teftament while Chrift 
was only prornifed,and the fathers fought falvation in him to come. 

And now ever fince the full exhibition of Chrifta perfect redeemer 
in his refurrection, neceffarily impofed on all Chriftians, and limited 
by vertue of the firft inftitution and foundation of it upon Chrift, to 
that day even the firft day of the weeke, which is the greateft day of 
Chrift appearing in the nature of man on earth, that is the day of his 
refurrection to glory and immortality, and the day of his compleat 
victory and triumph,in his owne perfon over fin, death, the Divell and 
all the powers of darkneffe. | 

So that though the particular dayes of the weekely Sabbath, that is, 
the feventh of the weeke in the old Teftament, and the firft in the 


anew ; and under the Gofpell may truly be cauied temporary and cere- 


moniall, becaufe they have their fet times and feafons; the onè the 
timeand feafon only under Chrift promifed; the other the time and 
feafon under Chrift fully exhibited, thatis, the whole time ef grace 
under the Gofpell untill we come both in foules and bodyes to the 
eternall Sabbath and reft in Heaven, when (Chrift our Mediator 


having deftroyed all enemies and delivered up the Kingdome to God 
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his Father) God fhall be all ın all : yet they are fuch ceremonies as are Chap.3. 
holy in their feafons, not by fignification and confecration to holy and 
fupernaturall ufe only, as legall fhadowes were:but alfo materially and ( 
: in refpect of the very duties, whichare performed in obfervation of 

them; yeaand effectively,becaufe the due obfervations of them pro- 

perly tends tobegit and increafe true holineffe in Gods people. 

Befides, if we confider the obfervation of a weekly Sabbath fim- 
ply in it felf without limitation to a particular day, fo it is a perpe- 
tuall ordinance of God which bindes all man-kind to the end of 
the world. | 

And there is none of all Adams pofterity but by Gods firft inftitution 
he isbound to keep the holy weekly Sabbath,upon that very day of the 
weeke, which by the word of God and the ground of the inftitution, 
appeares to be moft feafonable in the age and the ftate of the Charch 
under which they live and have their being on earth. 

Now thefe things being fo, how is it poffible that any true fincere 
Chriftian ( who as by one {pirit and by a true lively faith, fo alfo in his 
whole heart and in all holy af2@tions is united unto Chrift ; and hath 
all his hope and confidence in him as in his only Redeemer, Lord and 
Saviour ) fhould not have the weekly Sabbath in moft high efteeme, 
which was firft grounded upon Chrift promifed, and came in upon 
the feventh day of the world, together with the word of promife and 
the glad tidings of the worlds redemption by Chrift : and withthe 
two perpetual! commandements of repenting and beleeving in Chrift, 
which are the great commandements of the Gofpell, which holy and 
bleffed Sabbath hath ftill continued and gone along with Chrift pro- 
mifedon the feventh day, during the time of the Old Teftament, and 
. fince the full exhibition of Chrift in his refurre@tion, hath advanced 
forward together with Chrifts unto the firft day of the weeke, in 
which day he perfected mans redemption, triumphed over death, 
rofe up and was advanced to glory and immortality, Surely they who 
profefie love to Chrift, and profane the weekly Sabbath, they. are no 
better then painted hypocrites, yearather they are to be numbred a- 
mong thofebold, audacious and {candalcus finners, who prefume to 
pull a funder thofe whom God hath infeperably joyned together, that 
is, the Sabbath and Chrift the Lord of the Sabbath, who while they 
profeffe Chrift in word, doe indeed deny the power of true Chri- 
Rian godlinefie, and dee what in them lyeth to turne the publicke 
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Chap.4.. worfhip of God into facrilegious profanation, and fo to provoke the 
eyesofhis glory. Thus much for the fecond maine thing here offzred 
in this text,that is,the ground of the holy weekly Sabbath, 


CHAP. TITTI. 


HE third maine thing which here offers it felfe and which I have 
propounded to be handled more largely ; as comprehending 1n 
it divers {peciall points of great weight and moment, as the fancti- 
fying ofthe feventh day and alfo Gods bleifing of it, fo farre as blef- 
fing fignifies Gods fetting of it apart to be kept and obferved fora 
bleffed memoriall of the promife of Chrift, and as itis a part of the 
firft inftitution of the Sabbath. i 
For Gods bleifing of a day or of any other thing doth fignifie. 1.His 
giving of fome notable beneit on that day, or to the thing bleffed. 
2, His fetting of it apart toa bleffed end and ufe, in the former fenfe it 
belongs to the ground of the Sabbath and fo I have {poken of it before, 
In the latter fenfe it belongs to Gods aé& of Inftitution,and is in eff 
the fame with fanctifying of the feventh day, onely this I conceive to 
be the difference that Gods fanctifying ofa thing is, his feperating of 
it by his word and commandement, to a fupernaturall and extraordi- 
nary ufe,either profitable,or unprofitable to it felfe, as his feserating of 
things to be his inftruments of juft vengeance for the deftruAtion of 
his enemies,and feperating men to fome holy office for a time,as Saul 
to prophefie, EZes {onnes to be Priefts, and Fudzs tobe an Apoftle, by 
which office they received no true bieifing, but it turned to their grea- 
ter curfe at laft.But Gods blefling of a day,or of any other thing, is his 
fetting of it apart for a blefizd ufe, and his pronouncing and comman- 
ding it by his holy powerfull word, to be a bleffed day or bleffed 
thing, and toferve for holy and blefled ufe, and fo bleffing is that fpe- 
ciall fanctifying which is feperating of things to a bleffed ufe,and come 
here tobe handled under Gods fanétifying of the feventh day; ‘For 
God fanétifying in this place, is a bleffed fanétifying of the day toa 
bleffed ufe, and the word bleffed is put before to make us cleerely fee 
and underftand fomuch, I will therefore infift only upon fanctitying 
which comprehends bleffing in it,and will firft open and expound the 
wordand fo proceed to points of Do¢trine. 
The Hebrew word Kadah, 1s never ufed ın any other fenfe in all the 
Scriptures. 
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Scriptures, but only to fignıfie feperating of things from their ordinary Chap.4. 
and naturall ufe,to fome ufe more then naturall or above nature, and the 
fitting and preparing of them for that ufe,as for example combining of 
nations inan holy league sgainft Babell, or other wicked ftate to exe- 
cute on them Gods jult revenge, 7er.6.4.8¢ 12.3.8 22.7.& §1.27,28, 
and feperating fome cities for refuge, Pa/h. 20.7. whenfoever this word 
is attributed to God in all the Scripture, it fignifies either Gods fepera- 
ting things or times for holy ufe by his word and commandement, or 
by fome holineffe fhewed or fome extraordinary holy worke done in 
them,as €x.19.44.2( 4ro.7.20,0r elie Gods infufing of his holy Spirit, 
- and of fpirituall and fupernaturall graces and gifts of holines into men 
by which they are feperated from carnall men, and prepared for hea- 
venly glory,as €¥.31.13.Lev.20,8.€zec.20,12.7er.1.5. where God is 
faid to fanctific his people,and to make them holy, that fo they may be 
fit to come neerer tohim. And frequently in the new Teftament, the 
Greek word 272¢«¥ is ufed in this fenfe,as Eph.5.26.Heb.2.11. 

Here the word fignifies not fanétifying by infufing holineffe and 
making holy,but Gods confecrating,that 1s,feperating the feventh day 
toan holy, heavenly, {pirituall and fupernaturall ufe, by his word and 
commandement, or by fome holy worke done firft in it, or fome holi- 
neffe firft revealed upon i*. 

For this was the day in which God by his gratious promife of 
Chrift, and by the new covenant of life made with man-kind in him, 
did communicate his Spirit to our firft parents, and wrought in them _, i 
faith and all holy graces needfill to falvation, and fo of Zhah, a woman TYN 
who brought Woro man made our firft mother Chavah, that isthe 
mother of life in Chrift to all living. 

This day, God hereupon commanded to be fanétified of men, and 
kept holy by holy exercifes which tend to the honour and praife, and 
to the folemne commemoration and memoriall of Chrift promifed, 
and of his own reft in Chrifts mediation, and this day he appointed 
to man to bea figne and pledge of the eternall Sabbath in Heaven, after 
the end of the world which in fix dayes he created. 

Here therefore we fee wherein efpecially Gods fanétifying of the 
feventh day to bean holy Sabbath ofreft, did confit. Which that it 
may yet appeare more fully and diftin&tly in all the particulars, I 
willreduce the fumme ofall into afew pofitions, fome negative, and 
fome affirmative ; which being by evident teftimonies of Ne 
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and by good arguments grounded on the word of God, prooved and 
confirmed; the truth will be fo cleare and manifeft, that the fimple 
fhallbe able to underftand the true fanctification both of the feventh 
day, which was the old Sabbath of the Old Teftament, and alfo of 
the Lords day the Chriftian Sabbath of the New Teftament under 
the Gofpell, 


CHA Pity, 


A we muft not in any cafe imagine, That Gods fanétifying of the 
feventh day was the creating or infufing of any naturall holinefle 
into it,by which it was diftinguifhed fronr other dayes of the weeke, 
and made more excellent thenany of them, My reafonsare: 

Firft becaufe creating of naturall holineffe in any thing, isa worke 
of creation : But God refted from all works of creation on the feventh 
day, and from making any thing which belonged to the natnrall being 
of any creature, or to the naturall. frame and perfection of it, witneffe 
the words of my text,and the words of the Lord himfelf}Exod,20.13. 

Secondly the Scriptures which are the onely rule of faith, and of all 
Doétrines of this kind do never mention any natural! holineffe in any 
creature which God made inthe whole created frame of Heaven and 
earth; Although God did create man perfet in his kinds, even in his 
owne Image: yet I doe not read, that this image comprehended 
any more in it but naturall gifts and endowments onely, as light 
of underftanding, liberty of will, moft free to good onely, and 
well ordered aff:ions all upright; alfo acomely frame and excel- 
lent temperature of the body, fit to be the feat, fubject and inftru- 
ment ofa living reafonable naturall foùle and fpirit, and.to rule over 
all other creatures, Soéamon the wife preacher defcribing the image 
and excellent frame wherein God created man, makes no mention 
of any holineffe, but onely of naturall uprightnefle. God ( faith 
he ) made man upright, Wee never reade of holineffe naturall to any 
but onely to God. 

Thirdly true holineffe is a gift of fupernaturall grace given onely in 
Chrift, and proceeding from the Holy Ghoft fhed on men through 
Chrift,and dwelling in themas the immortal] feed ofGod: ~ 

It belongs not to the naturall image of God wherin the firft earthly 
Adam was created ; but to the f{pirituat! and heavenly a of J 
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fecond Adam Chrift, who is aquickning Spirit and the Lord from 


Heaven Heavenly, whofe Image no man can beare but in the ftate of 
regeneration,when he is borne of the Spirit, and begotten of God toa 
lively hope, tothe ixheritance incorruptible and undefiled Which fadeth 
not away; as I have largely heretofore prooved by divers Scriptures 
which oppofe the image of true holinefle, and undefiled righteouf- 
neffe which men have in Chrift, to the image of the firt Adam, both 
that upright image wherein he was firft made, and that corrupt image 
whereinto he was transformed by his fall, as appeares moft plainely, 
1 Cor.15.45,49.and Eph.4.23,24. 7 

The thing which deceives many learned men, and carries them to 
thinke that holinefle was a part of mans naturall image in which he 
was created in this, 

Firft they take it for granted, that all uprightneffe and purity of man 
in heart,foule,life and converfation, by which he is conformable to the 
Jaw of nature and to Gods will revealed, and his commandements gi- 
ven to him, 1s true holinefle and is fo called in Scripture, 

Secondly, they reade that Adam was made by God upright and had 
that purity and uprightneffe which made him conformable to Gods 


Jaw and revealed will,and this was Gods Image in him, and hereupen 


they conclude,that dam was created in true holyneffe. 

Tothis I have heretofore upon another text fully anfwered, by lay- 
ing downe a plaine diftinction gathered from Gods word, and daily 
experience,and by applying it to this purpofe.For I have diftingnifhed 
purity and uprightneffe by which man is conformable to the revealed 
willand law of God into two forts, Firft there is a created naturall 
purity and uprightneffe founded upon natural! principles, which God 
gave to man in hisfirft creation,by which he was conformable to Gods 
revealed, willand to the law of his nature in the ftate of innocency, but 
this uprightneffe having no other roote or foundation, but mans mu- 
table nature and frame, was alfo mutable and was quickly defaced and 
corrupted by the fubtilty of the tempter and mans fall. Secondly there 
isarenewed or new created uprightneffe and purity of man in his 
‘heart and} foule, life and converfation, which is found onely in Gods 

ele& and faithfull regenerate children;by which they are here in fome 

meafure made conformable tothe law and will of God ; this although 

it is much ecclipfed and obfcured by the remainders of naturall corrup- 

tion which ftill dwell in Gods Saints in this fraile life & mortall badn, 
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Chap.5. and doth not fhine forth in the true brightneffe of it, yet it proceeds 
from an eternall fountaine, the pure waters whereof {pring up unto 
life eternall, and cannot be defled but remaine pure, though they paffe 
through the dead fea of Sodom, the filthy lake of mans naturall corrup- 
tions,which dwell ftill in this body of death, this pure fountaine is the 
{pirit ofregeneration which God fhed through Chrift on the ele&t, as 
our Saviour himfelfteacheth, 704.14.4. & 8.38,39. And becanfe this 
Spirit even the Holy Ghoft which daily renues them, being fhed on 
them in their new birth,77.3.5,6. doth dwell in them as the immor- 
tall feed of God,and abides with them forever ,ob.14.16.& is ftronger 
then the {pirit of malice the Divell, which overthrew our firft parents 
and ever fince rules in all worldly men, 1 704.4.4. Therfore it is true 
purity and uprightneffe which cannot faile nor deceive us as Adams 
didjand this is that which the Apoftle cals the new man and the righ- 
teoufnefle and holineffe of truth, Ephef-4.24. in the fame fenfe that {piri- 
tuall,fupernaturall and heavenly graces are called the true riches, that is, 
the riches durable and incorruptible,which will never lye unto us: nor 
by failing deceiveus, Z#k,16. As for the created purity and upright- 
nes by which the firt 4dam was conformable to the law, it is never in 
all the Scriptures called by the name ofholineffe, neither isit, or any 
morrall virtue in any unregenerate man any true holines,becanfe it pro- 
ceeds not from the Holy Ghoft who dwels in the regenerate and 
works all true holines inthem. I with thatall the learned would feri- 
oufly weigh this truth and embrace it with their hearts, and beare it 
continually in their minds and memories: For this will at one blow 
raze to the very foundation all Pelagian, Popifh, Arminian Heerefies, 
concerning the power of mans free will,the efficacy and merit of mans 
natural! works done before regeneration, and the falling away of men 
regenerate and juftified, from the grace of God and from juftifying 
faith and true holineffe, alfo concerning univerfall grace given toall 
men,by which they have it in their own power to be faved. 

And ‘if it would pleafe the Lord to open the hearts of our people 
rightly to conceive this difference, betweene the Image of the firft 
and fecond Adam, and betweene the created naturall uprightneffe 
of e4dam,and the {pirituall uprightneffe and infufed holinefle wherein 
the fecond Adam was conceived and framed by the Holy Ghoft, this 
would ravith their hearts and fill them with admiration of the fingular 
love of God to his ele& in Chrift, and of the fingular ol 
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the grace and holineffe, and of thofe high prerogatives which there- Chap.6. 
generate and faithfull receive and enjoy throughhim, which indzed 

fofarre exceede all that belonged to man in the ftate of snecency, 

as Chrift the fecond Adam 1n his humanity exceeded the frt Adam, 

and immutable grace exceeds mutable nature, as cternall f uition 

of God in heavenly glory, excels the fruition of fading pleafures in 

an earthly paradife, 


CHAP. VI. 


Econdly, Gods fanctifying of the feventh day was not the creation 4 Nega- 
Sa infufing of any fpirituall or fupernaturall holineffe intoit, by siye Po- 
which it did excell all other dayes of the week. For firft ofall fpirituall fiions ` 
and fupernaturall holineffe is created and infufed by the Holy Ghott, 
only intoreafonable creatures Angels and men, and cannot be in any 
thing void of reafon,underftanding, free will and affzctions. Although 
things without life, and creatures void of reafon, are called holy by 
way of relation,becaufe they are dedicated to an holy ufe:Y et nothing 
is called holy by holineffe of qualification, that is,by holineffe inherent 
and.heavenly grace, quality and perfection, but only man and the holy 
Angels whoare partakers of the Roly Ghoft , and have him dwelling 
and working in them, For this holineffe is unitainéd purity and un- 
fpotted uprightnefle, which pofleffeth and informeth the underftan- 
ding, will, defires, affections and inclinations ofreafonable creatures, 
and makes them conformable to Gods revealed will and the rule of his 
law. So that toimagine holineffe infufed into any time, place or any 
other thing, which hath not reafon and underftanding and will, isa 
meere dreame, dotage and fuper{tition, Times and places, as holy 
dayes, and holy temples,are holy in Scripture not for any holineffe in- 
herent in them, which they communicate to Gods people, but be- 
caufe thefe dayes and places are dedicated to holy ufe, and in them 
God is pleaf.d by his Spirit working with his word and ordinances, 
to beget, increafe and {tirre up holy affe&tions in men, and to move and 
enable them to performe holy actions according to Gods will. 

Secondly, all true infufed inherent holineffe, created and wrought 
by the Holy Ghoft, {prings from an eternall fountaine, and is foun- 
dedupon a furerock which can never beremoved but ftandeth firme 
forever. Where Gods Spirit once informeth or taketh poflzilion, 
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and worketh true holineffz there hee abides for ever, ob. 14. 16. 

The Divell and all the powers of darkneffe cannot prevaile, nor dif- 
poffefle him, for he zs greater then they all, 1 Joh.4.4. So that if God had 
fanctitted the feventh day, by infufing holyneffe and inferming it 
with the Holy Ghoft, it could never have beene profaned, polluted 
and defiled by men, neither could there have beene any change of it 
from the holy Sabbath to a common and ordinary day ef the weeke, 
as now we fee by Chrifts refurredtion : It thould have continued Gods 
hely weekly Sabbath forever, evenas men once truly regenerate and 
fanctified by the Holy Ghoft, are by that Spirit fealed unto the day of 
full redemption, &phe/.4.30. 


CHAP. VII. 


gas E affirmative pòfitions wherein I will thew how God fan@i- 
fied the feventh day are three. Firft God did on that day reveale 
himfelfe to man a moft pure and holy God, more then inall the fix 
dayes of the creation, For in creating all things of nothing,he fhewed 
his power and omnipotence in making all things good and perfe& in 
their kinde. And in fetting the Heavens and the earth and all creatures 
in fuch an excellent and comely order, hee fhewed his wifedome 
and goodneffe. And in making man upright in his owne Image, and 
giving him dominion over all living creatures to order them accor- 
ding to his will, andto the law written in mans heart, he declared 
his righteonfnefle. But on the feventh day by promifing Chrifta 
perfect redeemer and Saviour, he manifefted and revealed his moft 
perfect purity and holinefle divers wayes, Firlt by his fuffering of 
man to live in his fight, and to approach to his prefence when he 
was corrupted by his fall, and become filthy and abhominable, and 
in the ftrictnefle and rigor of juftice worthy to be deftroyed with 
eternall death, God did plainely fhew that he is a God infinitely holy 
and cannot receive the leaft fpot and ftaine of mans corruption ap- 
proaching to his prefence, but appeares moft pure and glorious, and 
shines forth beyond all meafure, by making an holy ufe of mans un- 
cleaneff2, and ordering and difpofing it to fie more full manifeftation 
and communication of his glory and goodheffe to his ele&t in Chrift : 
For as the purity of gold doth more appeare by abiding moft pure 


and perfectin the midt of confuming fire and a furnace of fier full of 
une 
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ancleane athes, and after the touching of things noft uncleane : So Chap.8. 
Gods perfec purity and holinefle appeares moft infinite and unfpot- 
ted, in that he fuffers uncleane man, made filthy and abhominable by 
finne to live in his fight and prefence, and doth order and difpofe his 
uncleaneffe to an holy end, and doth meddle with it, and touch it, and 
ret is no whit diminifhed or obfcured thereby but made more bright 
and re{plendent in the eyes of the world, Secondly God by his promi- 
fing of Chrift to become man, and in mans nature to makea full and 
perfect fatisfaction.to juftice for mans finne, did flew his infinite pu- 
rity and holy hatred of finne, mere then by any worke of creation, In 
that rather then mans finne and filthinefle fhould not be punifhed to 
the full,and his juftice fully fatisfied, he would give his own Sonne, a 
perfon of infinite value to beare the curfe, and fuffer the whole punifh- 
ment of finne in mans nature and fo to make full {atisfaction for it. 

Thirdly,the revealing of Chrift and promifing of him to be a fecond 
Adam,whois the Lord from Heaven heavenly,and a quickning Spirit, 
through whom he doth richly fhed his Spirit on Adam and all his elect 
feed in their generation ; which holy Spirit doth dwell in their fraile 
earthly finfull bodies,as in a Tabernacle and Temple all the time of this 
fraile life, and is not ftained nor defiled with their corruptions : but 
doth abide'moft pure and holy, and doth overcome, mortifie and kill 
bya long and lingering death the eld man of fin in them, and workes 
in them that {pirituall purity and holineffe, which though it be but like 
a graine of muftardfeed; yet cannot be deftroyed or defiled, but increa- 
feth more and more,and prevaileth againft all powers of darknefle;this 
doth above all fhew the infinite purity and holinefle of God and ofhis 
Spirit. And therfore J conclude that God by promifing and revealing 
Chrift onthefeventh day, did then firft thew himfelft infinitely pure, 
and did manifeft unfpetted holineffe more then in all the fix dayes of 
the creation: and this is the firft point of his fanctifying of the day, to 
bean holy Sabbath of reft, untill the full exhibition of Chrift madea 
perfect actuall redeemer on the day of his refurre@tion. 


CHAP. VHL 


m i Bapa E on the feventh day,did through Chrift promifed fhed 2.Pofitio 
the Holy Ghoft on our firft Sie beget them of hisimmortall afirma- 
feed, fanctifie them and work faith and all faving graces in them; fo tive, 
G that 
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Chap.8. that they beleeved the promife and found reft in Chrift, And fo this 


Geng: 


was the day wherein God did firft make man actuall partaker of his 
Spirit, and did worke in him true holineffz, and conforme him to the 
Image of Chrift, This appeares by three things, 

Firft by Adams words, (hap.3.20. where notwithtanding Gods 
palling of the fentence of bodily death againtt him,and of his returning 
to dult in the grave, inthe words next before : yet he by faith layes 
hold on eternall life in Chrift the promifed feed, and being {trengthe- 
ned with might by the Spiritin theinner-man, doth call his wife 
Chavah which fignifies 4ife,becaufe by Chrift promifed to become her 
feed, fhe fhould be the mother of all living,and not only all his ‘naturall 
feed, fhould by Chrift have naturall life for a time, and being on carth 
continued unto them:but alfo after death his wife and all their ele@ 
feed fhould have life eternall in him. This is aftrong argument ofa 
lively faith, and of the quickning fpirit given to Adam upon thevery 
day of the promife which was the feventh day. | 

Secondly, that our firft parents had the holy Spirit given them on 
that day, and by faith were jaftified and made partakers of the righ- 
teoufnefle of Chrift ; the coats of skins doe thew which God fitted to 
them and put upon them. For undoubtedly thefe skins were of cleane 
beafts, which God taught and commanded them to kill and offr in fà- 
crifice as types,figures and pledges of their redemption, by the death 
and facrifice of Chrift: and thefe coats made of the skins ofbeafts 
facrificed, and put upon our firft parents by God himfelfe, did plainely 
forefhew the covering and cloathing of all the faithfull with the 
robes of Chrilts fatisfaction and righteoufnefle, and were -a token and 
pledge to them, that they were juftified by faith in Chrift to come, 
and cloathed with the garments of falvation. For all Gods works are 
perfect: he gives to no man by his owne hand immediately the out- 
ward pledge and feale without the inward grace. 

Thirdly, Adams teaching of his fonnes, Caine and Abell to facrifice, 
and to bring offzrings and firft fruits toGod, which were types of 
Chrift.and of Gods reft in his mediation and fall fatisfa@tion, and that 
at the end of dayes, that is,the feventh which is the laft of the weeke, 
and Gods holy weekly Sabbath, thefeI fay do teftifie Adams faith in 
the promife, his holy obedience to Gods commandement of keeping 
holy the feventh day, and his holy care to teach his children holy obe- 
diencealfo. Now this being manifefted, that on the feventh day ott 
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did firft fanctific man by his holy Spirit, and did bring in holineffe into Chap.9- 
the world among men, we muft needs acknowledge this a fecond 

point of Gods fanctifying that day, and making it fit tobe hisholy 

weekly Sabbath and the day of his holy worfhip, 


CHAAR TX 


D the Lord God for a memoriall of thefe fupernaturalland 3,Poftia 
heavenly things firft revealed and done on the feventh day, and afirma- 
for a pledge to man of the eternall reft in Heaven, did alfo by his zzve, 
word and commandement, appoint every feventh day to be unto man 
aday of reft from his own workes which concerne this worldly life, 
and to be kept anholy Sabbath to the Lord his Ged, and this is 
the third point of Gods fandctifying the feventh day, and fetting it 
apart for holy and heavenly ufe, and for holy worfhip, fervice and re- 
ligious duties which tend to beget and increafe holineffe in men, and 
foto bring them to fee and enjoy God in the eternall rekt of glory. 
This point becaufe it is of greateft weight and moment, and compre- 
hends in it many of thofe things whichare neceffary to be laid open, 
and rnade knowne for the diftin& and profitable underftanding of the 
Lords holy weekiy Sabbath, and the right obfervation thereof, to- 
gether with the duties which belong thereunto and are therein re- 
quired. Therefore I will doe my beft endeavour to handle this point 
more fully, and to lay open diftinctly the {peciall things therein con- ' 
tained,and that in this method and order. y 

Firft I will proove this maine point, to wit: that Gods blefling 
and fanctifying of the feventh day, did include the giving of a law 
and commandement for the keeping of an holy weekly Sabbath, and 
Gods giving of this commandement was.a maine and fpeciall part of 
his fanctify ing of it. 

Secondiy I will enquire and feareh out the nature of that law and 
commandement, and how farre and in what manner it bindes Adam 
and all his pofterity. 

Thirdly, becaufe every law which God gives to man, doth impofe 
a duty upon man, and bindes man to the performance of it, therefore 
the very words of the text bind meto handle at large, mans duty 
which this commandement of God, and this word by which he did 
bleffe and fanctifie the feventh day, dothimpofeupon Adam and all his 
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Chap.g. pofterity, even their fandtifying and keeping holy the Sabbath day, 
For the proofe of the maine point,we have three notable arguments, 
Firft we have the plaine teftimony of God himfelfe,éx.16.28, where 
he cals this his bleffing and fanétifying of the feventh day,by the name 
ofa commandement and law, and tels the Z/rae/ites that they not kee- 
ping ofan holy reft;but going out to gather Manna on the feventh day, 
did refufe to keepe his commandements and lawes, that is, his com- 
mandements and laws which he had given from the beginning, in his 
bleffing and fanctifying of the feventh day ; For of other fpecial] 
lawes and commandements given befcre that time concerning the 
Sabbath there is no mentionatall in Scripture, neither did God give 
any befides that from the beginning, ‘tntill he {pake unto them after- 
ward from Mount Sizah, and in the fourth Commandement called 
upon them to remember the Law of old, given for keeping holy the 
Sabbath,and renewed it againe to them. 

Secondly, In all the Law of God and in all the Scriptures we never 
readeof any thing truly hallowed, fanctified and fet apart for holy ufe 
but by fpeciall commandement of God, and by the diretion of his 
word: the firft thing which is faid to be fan@tified after the feventh 
day, is the firit borne of rael, Exod,13.2. and this was by Gods fj pe- 
cial! commandement, and thereforehe faith that he hallowed them, 
On thatday Which he [mote the firft borne of Egypt,Numb,3.13. The next 
fanctifying mentioned in Scripture is that of the people of Zfraeil 
when they wereto come into the fight and prefence of Gods Majelty 
at mount Siza,£xod.19,10, and that was by Gods dire@tion and com- 
mandement asis thereteftified in exprefte words, 

- The third fan@ufication mentioned in the Scriptures, is that of the 
San€tuary, and the the Altar and all the holy Veflels and implements 
thereof}. and Aaron and his fonnes the Priefts with all their robes and 
veftments, alfo the Sacrifices and all other holy things of the Taber- 
nacle; and they all were fanctifiedby the fpeciall commandement of 
God,and by dire@tion of his word, as Mfes in the law teftifies,in Ex, 
40.and divers other places. ; 

So the Templein Jerafalem and all the holy things which were con- 
feerated and dedicated to the fervice of God by Solamon, arefaidtobe: 
hallowed.and fanctified by God,1 Kiag.9, 3.and 21Chron.7.17. thatis, 
by Gods fpeciall commandement and direétion, 

Amd: Mofes his dedication of all things:in thelaw, isfaid te A 

! loud 


The Dottrine of the Sabbath, 


r= 
bloud and that by precepts {poken to the people according to Gods 
jaw, Heb,g.verf.19,22. And every creature of God is faid to be fan- 
ified to the ufe of the Saints by the word of God and by prayer, 
1 71.4.5. ) i 

Now if in all Gods word every thing is faid to be fanétified by 
the word and fpeciall Commandement of God: and wherefoever in 
all the Scriptures Ged is faid tofanétifieany thing, and to feperate it 
for holy ufe: The word (fanétifie) doth neceflarily imply a com- 
mandement, and fpeciall Law of God given for the feperating 
of it. 

It were againft all reafon and common fenfe to deny here in this 
text that the words ( Bleffe and fanttifie) doe neceffarily alfo 
imply that God gave a {peciall commandement and law for the kee- 
ping ees holy weekely Sabbath an holy reft unto him the Lord 
our God. 

Thirdly, whatfoever 1s fanétified by God’and fo dedicated to holy 
ufe, that itis not in the power of any creature to alter arid change and 
turne it to another ufe, without fin and tranf{greffion againft God, that 
iscertainely eftablifhed by afpirituall law of God, for wherethere is 
no law there is no tranfgreffion. Now after that God had fanétified the 
{eventh day,andappointed it to be the reft of the holy Sabbath. It was 
afinand tranfgreflion not to keep it, or to change and alter it to com 
mon ufe, yeait was tranfgreffion againft Gods commandemients as 
appeares in the place before mentioned, &xed.16,23,28. Therefore 
Gods fanétifying the Sabbath was undoubtedly by giving of acom- 
mandement for the due keeping and obferving of it. | 

But from this‘point thus prooved, there arifeth an objection, the 
anfwering ‘and removing whereof feemes' to be a matter of fome 
moment. For this being ean that God in fanéuifying the fe- 
venth day immediately after the ending of the creation, did givea 
{peciall law for the obfervation of the feventh day of every weéke as an 
holy Sabbath : And ifa thing once confecrated by Gods law to holy 
ufe, may inno cafe be turned tocommon and profane ufe,and whofoe- 
yer doth change it,finneth moft grievoufly,as appeares Exod,30.3 2.and 
Num.16.38.and alfo by the deftruction of King Belfazzer for turning 
the hallowed Veffels of the Temple of Feru/alem to common and pro- 
fanet, Danis. It will hereupon follow, that Adams pofterity in 
all ages are’ bound to keepe the weekely Sabbath on the feventhday, 
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And the Chriftian Churches which have changed the Sabbath to 
the firft day of the weeke ; and have made the feventh day a common 
day wherein they doe the workes of their private calling and their 
worldly bufinefle, have tranigreffed Gods law in fo doing. Neither 
have they any warrant or ground from this firft inftitutien, or the 
fourth Commandement (which commands the Sabbath of the fèe- 
-venth day,) to keepe their weekly Sabbath on the Lords day which is 
the firft of the weeke. 

For the fatisfying of this obje@tion,and clearing of this donbt,divers 
things may be anfwered, Firft that in the moft {tri@ commandement 
of God by which he binds men to the keeping of holy affemblies, and 
publicke folemnities for the performance of religious duties, worfhip 
and fervice to his majefty in memoriall of his extraordinary bleffings 
and tenefits,though the folemne duties be limited to fome certaine and 
fit dates, -and thole particular duties be named in the law. Yet ifthe 
fubftance of the Commandement be kept, that is, the holy folemnity 
obferved, and the duties, worfhip and fervice be performed, in as full 
andample manner as the law requires, though the particular dayes of 
the month, yeare and weekebe changed, upon good reafon and for 
weighty confideration; The Lord doth difpence with alteration of that 
circum{tance to another day and time, which appeares by good reafon, 
and for juli caufes tobe more convenient, and doth allow and accept 
that for the right performance of his law. This is manifeft by a plaine 
inftance and example given by God himfelfe. 

For the law of the Pafleover which God gave to [/rael did command 
them'to keep that feaft in their gencrations,upon the fourteenth day of 
the firft month, and that under paine of being cut off, €x0d.12.14,18. 
and Lev,23.5.And yet upon juft occation,fuch asGods law approoves, 
either of uncleanneffle or abfence from home upon a far journey, it was 
lawfullito change the particular time, and to keep the paffeover ona- 

nother day more convenient,even on the fourteenth day of the fecond 
moneth, Numb.9.11, Ando Hezekiah andall the people of Ifrael and 


Judah kept it and changed the day,2 Chro,30. And hereby the Lord him- 


felfe teachethus ; that the Lawes which command holy folemnities 
and bind all his people in their generations to the due obfervation of 
them on certaine fet dayes,fuch as thelaw of the weekly Sabbath, and 
the yearely Paffcover, may ftandin force and be duly obferved, a 
the 
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the particular day of the weeke be changed upon fuch grounds, as 
Gods law approoveth and for fuch caufes and reafons, as make that 
other day more fit,and excellent for the tolemnity,then that particular 
day of the weeke,or of the moneth which is named in the Law. 

Secondly, Jf any object that the law of the Paffzover was ceremo- 
niall, andtherefore might admit of fome changes, but it cannot be fo 
‘in the law of the Sabbath if it be morrall and perpetuall, binding all 
man-kind to the worlds end. 

To this I anfwer, that for the time and feafon wherein ceremo- 
niall lawes are in force they are equall (in their obligation and binding 
of the perfons commanded ) to lawes morrall and perpetuall, and 
therefore the argument and anfwer is good and firme, and cannot 
with any good reafon be rejected and denied. 

Thirdly, divers pofitive lawes which are morrall and perpetuall and 
bind Adam,andall his pofterity,in all their generations,though they be 
firme and immutable in themfelves and in their obligation: yet be- 
caufe the duties of obedience which they impofe upon men, and the 
men upon whom the duties are impofed, are in their ftate and con- 
dition mutable and changeable, And the changes and alterations 
of chethings commanded intimes, places and other relations and're- 
{pects, doenot at all change the law, nor proove it ceremoniall and 
changeable, As for example, Gods commandement and law given to 
Tfraell,was that they{hould love him the Lord their God,and ferve him 
with fuch worfhipas is agreeable to his word. This law bindes them 
and all Gods people in all generations unchangeably: It bound all fuch 
—aslivedin the old Teftament, to ferve God with facrifices and burnt: 
offeringsjand to worfhip him with their firft fruits, and fweet odours 
and perfumes ofincenfe, and that in the place which he did chufe out 
of all the tribes of J/raell, And itbindsus {till who live under the new: 
Teftament:toloveGod, andto fervehim, but with a fpirituall wor- 
fhip and fervice, fuch as is moft agreeable to the word of the Gofpell, 
as St.Paul fhewes Rom,1 2.1, and our facrifices are not of bruite beafts, 
but our owne bodies devoted to the obedience of Chrift, and facrifices 
of thankes and praife which are the calves of our lips, Heb.13.15. for 
now menare not by the law bound to worfhip God i feru/alem, nor 
in the mountaine of Samaria, but in every place to lift up pure hands and 
hearts to God, and to Wworfhsp lim in Spirit andin truth, Foh.4.21. And 
to this worfhip the fame law doth as ftri&tly binde us as it n the 
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Chap.g, fathers to their bodily facrifices in Pernfalem, though the feryice 
in divers particulars is changed, yet the law is perpetuall and 
ftands firme and immutable, and bindes all Gods people in all their 
generations, - 

So likewife from the firt promife of Chrift, a redeemer to man- 
kinde, 4dam and all his pofterity are bound to beleeve in Chrift, and 
tofeeke, expect and hope for falvation and lfe only in him the pro- 
mifed feede of the woman, that is, in him made man, and mans me- 

~ diatour, And the -law of beleeving in Chrift is perpetuall, firme and 
unchangeable. 

And yet the duty which he requires is changeable,» and is changed 
now under the Gofpell from that which is under the law, in circum- 
{tance,for the faithfull in the Old Teftament were bound to expect and 
wait for Chrift and to beleeve in him to come, but we under the Gof- 
pell confeffe Chrift and beleeve in that Chrift Fefis Which ts come in the 
fiefs, and whofoever confefleth not Chrift which is come, but beleeves 
Chrift to come,he is led by the fpirit of Antichrift,1 70h.4.3, 

And even thus the cafe ftands with the law of the Sabbath, which 
God gave in the beginning when he fan@ified the feventh day, for 
by that law he bound Adam and all his pofterity to obferve and 
keepe an holy weekly Sabbath, and thaton the particular day of the 
weeke which is the day moft blefled with the greatelt bleffing above 
all other dayes of the weeke, and wherein the created worke of 
the world comes to greateit perfection, and that is brought into 
actuall being wherein God efpecially refteth, and wherewith he is 
chiefly fatistied and delighted. . 

This is the fumme and fubftance of the law which equally bindes 
all Gods people perpetually to the worldsend, This law bound the 
fathers to keepe holy the feventh dey, and laft day of the weeke, in 
the old Teftament, becaufe that was the day molt bleffed with the 
gteatelt blefing as yet revealed in the world, that is the promife of 
Chrift, and his a&tuall undertaking and beginning te be mans medja- 
tor, by which promife of the Redeemer and bringing in of faper- 
naturall grace which is fpirituall and smmutable, the mutable work 
of the creation was perfe@ed, and in which mediation of Chrift, 
God refted and took fuch delight, that he would not goe about to 
uphold the world by way of creation, but committed the reparation 
of the world to Chrift the mediator, But now under the Gofpell 
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fince the full exhibition of Chrift, a perfect actuall Redeemer, and the Chap.16 
perfecting of the worke of redemption on the firit day of the weeke, 
in Chrift his refurreCtion ; that firft day of the feven, which isthe 
feventh in the weckely revolution, if we count the dayes, begin- 
ning with the day next following, is now the day moft bleffed, and 
wherein the created world is after abetter manner and in an higher 
degree perfected, and God findes that actually performed wherein 
he refteth and wherewith he is fully fatisfyed. And therefore the 
fame perpetuall law of the Sabbath bindes us to keepe this day for our 
weekely Sabbath, and that not with fuch fervice as was holy under 
the law, that is,double bodily facrifices, nor with affemblies appoin- 
ted for preaching,reading and hearing of the law, and the promifesofa 
redeemertocome, and for feeking falvation and bleffings in Meffiah 
promifed and yet not come. But with {pirituall worfhip and faithful 
prayer and invocation in the name of Chrift exhibited and already 
exalted, and with reading, preaching and hearing of the Gofpell, 
which declareth Chrift Jefus already come inthe flefh, And thus I 
hope I have fully anfwered the objection, and made it manifeft, that 
the chriftian Churches in changing the day of their weekly Sabbath, 
and their forme and manner of worthip, have not made void, but efta- 
blifhed the law of the Sabbath,which God gave in the beginning. And 
thefe changes do in no cafe proove the law to be cerembniall only and 
mutable, neither doth the morallity and perpetuity of the law require 
that every circumftance of the Sabbath, and every particular Sabbath 
duty,fhould at all times remaine the fame perpetuall and unchangeable. 


CHAP. X. 


UT that this truth may yet fhine forth more clearely. an 

B ranitiy fhew it felfe that no feruples may patel, wernt 
doubts concerning it or any part of it.I will proceed to the fecond {pe- 
ciall thing which is before propounded. That is, to inquire,fearch out 
and difcover the nature and kind of this law and commandement of 
God, concerning the weekly Sabbath : And how farre and in what 
manner it bindes Adam and all his pofterity. 

And here I havea large fieldto paffe through, wherein divers points 
offer them{clves to ourview, which I cannot paffe by, nor lead you 
along without due confideration of them, Firkt here meete with di- 
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Sabbath which come firft to be rehearfed and examined. 

Secondly, I find feverall kinds of lawes which Gof hath given to 
men,meationed in the Scripture, and divers forts of commandements, 
which we muk feverally deferibe,and diftin@ly co rtlider before we can 
determine that which principally is here inteaded, that is,what kind 
oflaw and commandem2at this of the Sadbathis, and how firand in 
what manner all min-kind are obliged by it,andbouid to obey it. 

The firft opinion is, that the law of the Sabbath is naturall, moral 
and perpetuall, written in the heart of the firt man in his creation, 
And that as he was bound to keep the feventh day holy to th: Lordin 
the ftate of innocency. Soalfoare all his polternty bound ia all ages 
evento the lat manto keep the weekly Sabbath. Batthzy who con- 
ceive this law to be natarally written in mans heart do mach difir 
andare divided intotwoopiaions. Theone fort holds thelaw tobe 
wholy naturall, and perpetually mosrall both in mbet of the reik, and 
faniication,.andalfo ia refpect of the particular day of the weene, 
even the feventh from the beginning of the creation. 

Thus do Judaizing Chriftians hold,who profefle Chriftian religion, 
but reject the fanctification of the Lords day, and embrace and cleave 
tothe fewes Sabbath. 

The other fort do hold that there is a threefould ufz of the Sabbath 
day. 1. Religious and holy, which is the exercife of holy and religious 
duties, 2. Politicall or civill, which is reft from worldly weariiom2 
labour of man and beaft, 3.Ceremoniall or facramentall, whichis a 
fignification and thadowing of fpirituall ret in Chritt. That in the 
two firft refpects the Law is naturall, morrall and perpetual], and 
that nature requires, that a feventh day of every weeke fhould be 
for ret and refrething, and for holy exercifes ofreligion, they allaf& 
firme: And becaufe the feventh and laft day of the weeke, was the 
day wherein God refted, having ia the fix dayes before verfeted all 
the workes ofthe creation, therefore they hold that for the figniff/ing 
and thadowing forth of {pirttuallrelt in Chrift, the feveath day was 
the fittelt ofall, and Gods people were by Gods law bound to obdferve 
it for their Sabbath untill Chrift had fully finithed the work ofre- 
demption, and then refted from it as God did from the work of crea- 
tion, And that ever fince therefurreAtion, the figne and ceremony of 


Chrifts reft being fulfilled, the Sabbath isto be kept by the fame ol 
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of nature, and commandement ofGod on the Lords day the firft day Chap.10 
ofthe weeke, which is one in feven untill the eternall Sabbath and 
reft in Heaven,unto which Chrift will bring all his elect at laft. This 
isthe Doctrine of many of the beft learned heretofore in our Church, 
and divers godly Divines do reft in this opinion, which for the maine 
matter and fubftance of it,is pious and godly and approoved by Aquinas 
the great Schcoleman. 

The fecond opinion is, that the law of the Sabbath was not naturall 
written in mans heart, neither did binde man to obferve an holy reft 
the feventh day of every weeke, and only on the feventh day in which 
God refted, but that it was a pofitive law given by God, commanding 
more then the light of nature did clearely and diftintly fhew to man, 
or bare naturall inftinét did move him unto,and that it was like the law 
by which Ged forbad man to eate of the tree of knowledge, which his 
own naturall appetite did leade hiin to cate of, being good for food 
and tothe eye and appetite plecfant and defirable, But God reftrained 
him fromit, not by injtiné of nature or law written in his heart, but 
by his owne voluntary commandement, to fhew his authozity over 
man, to teach men obedience, and to make man know, that he might 
as juftly have refirained him from all, or the moft part of other fruites, 
and that the ufe of the creatures, and the power which he gave to 
man over them was his free gift, and therefore man ought to love and 
ferve him his creator,as for bis whole being, fo alfo for the ufe and be- 
nefit of all other creatures. And fo likewife they hold,that by nature all 
dayes are alike in themf2lyes, and man by the light of nature can dif- 
cerneno difference inthem,but yet God to make man mindfall of his 
creation,and of cod his Crestor,did by his word and everlafting com- 
mandement Giver to maa,feperate one day for the nfes before named. 
1.For holy ufe,even performance of religious duties only. 2.¥or civill 
ufe, to wit : reft from hard labour, 3. Forceremoniall, to fignifie the 
reft of Chrift after the work of redemption fintfhed, to admonish nian 
of reft from finfull works, and to be a token of eternall reft in Heaven. 
And though any one day in the weeke is of it felfe naturally as fit as 
another, and that it isno matter what day be kept, fo that onzin feven 
be for thefeufes fet apart: yet becaufe Ged refted on the feventh day 
from his worke of creation,therefore in the Old Teftament hee 
would have that lat day of fevento be the Sabbath untill the com- 
ming of Chrift: intending that when the greater worke of mans 
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Chap.ro redemption was perfected by Chrift; then the day of his refarre@tion 
in which he refted from that work, even the Lords day, fkould be the 
Sabbath of Gods people to the end of the world ; And fo this law and 
commandement though it be not naturall, yet it is morrall, and a per- 
petuall and unchangable rule of Gods conftant will,and of mans duty in 
this particular: which is the maine fubftance of it,véz.that man do keep 
one day in feven of every week for a Sabbath of reft throughout all ages 
of the world, and that it is changeable only in the circumftance of the 
day,and that only thus far,1,That while the work of creation was that 
work which had the preheminence in the eyes of the world, the Sab- 
bath was tobe kept neceffarily on the laft of the feven, in wkich God 
did reft from that work, and fo this law did bind men. 2. That after 
Chrift had finithed his work ofredemption, reftedthe feventh day in 
the grave, andon the frft day was rifen and entered into hisreft, and 
the work which now hath the preheminence under the Gofpell is re- 
demption perfected by Chrifts refurrection,the day of his refinre@ion 
and reft fhould be the holy Sabbath to all Chriftian people, whereby 
they fhould be admonifhed of the eternall reft in Heaven, and wherin 
they fhould be wholy devoted to fuch duties,as tend to bring them on 
to the fruition of reft with Chrift in glory, The third opinion is, that 
the law of the Sabbath is not naturall nor perpetually morallat all, but 
only civill and ceremoniall,and fome who are of this opinion do hold, 
that it was given of God in the beginning to be obferved only untill 
the comming of Chrift, partly in memory of the creation, untill the 

greater work of redemption fhould come in, & partly to fignifie things 
to come by Chrift,and of true reft tobe found in him, and that now it 
isutterly abolifhed together with all the feftivallSabbaths of the fewes, 
Others of them hold, that becaufe there was great equity in this law, 
and alfo fetting apart of one day in the week for religious exercifes, is 
a thing very profitable and ufefull for the Me ae of religion, and 
for the upholding of order in Gods Church: therfore the law in refpee 
of the particular day is abolifhed, for that was ceremoniall, but the e- 
quity of the obfervation of one in feven ftill remaines, And therfore all 
Chriftians inimitation of the Apoftles, ought to keep one in feven, e- 
fpeciall the Lords day which is the firft in the week, rather then any: 
other, ifthe Church fo determine it, and if it be obferved without any 
fuper{titious conceipt of more holineffe inthat day, or annexed to it, 

rather shen any other, 
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Fhe fourth opinion.is,that the frh law for obfervatiomof the week- 
ly Sabbath was the fourth Commandement given from mount Sina, 
and that it did bind onely the //raelites to keepe the feventh day of the 
weeke for an holy Sabbath untill the comming of Chrift: but now 
under the Gofpell it is abolifhed in refpect beth of the particular day, 
and alfo the {triétnefie of the obfervation, and only the equity of it 
remaines in the Lords day, the obfervation wherof is commended to 
us by the example of the Apoftles, and now the law of keeping it 
holy is only ecclefiafticall and an holy ordinance of the Church, Thus 
you fee while men build upon unfure and unftable grounds, and not 
upon the certaine words of holy Scripture compared together and 
made torun in afweet harmony, how various and different they are, 
and how contrary fome of them in their opinions. 

For the remooving ofall doubts, and fetling of mens judgements 
in a fure way fo farre asGod fhall enable me. I will endeavour te 
fele& and fingle out whatfoever I find in thefe feverall opinions, to 
be agreeable tothe truth, and to the facred word of God, and reje& 
the reft : and willad moreover what is wanting to make upa perfe& 
Do@trine, not out of mine owne conjectures, but out of canonicall 
Scriptures, for that isthe furerule of all neceffary faving and fan&i- 
fied knowledge, and that muft be the fure guide when Fathers, Coun- 
cels and Churches doe lead us into feverall and doubtfull wayes. Firft 
for them who hold that the law of the Sabbath was written in mans 
heart m the creation, I hold it true in fomepart, to wit: thus far. 
That God creating man in his owne Image did print this in mans 
heart, That ashe hadhis whole being from God, efpecially his rea- 
fonable foule, by which he was made able tounderftand the will of 
God revealed to him by his word, fo he was bound to obey God and 
to ferve him all his dayes with his whole heart and with all his might. 
And ifGod did require of him any part of histime, and commanded 
him to abftame from fome good and lawfull workes tending to his 
naturall good and well being, and to doe fome f{peciall workes for 
his Lords pleafure, in one day or more {elected dayes of the weeke, 
or of every moneth or yeare, he ought to doe it out of duty and obe- 
dienceto his Lordand Creator. Thus farre I confent that the law is 
naturall written in mans heart, to wit: in generall and mrefpect of 
the common foundation: | 

I grant alfo that the law and commandement of Ged, in joing the 
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Chap.10 reftofmen, their fervants and cattell from hard labour on the feventh 
day, orone day inevery weeke, is athing fo naturally helpfull and 
need fill for the health and well being of men ever fince mans fall, and 
the curfe ofbarrenneffe laid upon the earth, and the punifhment of 
toylefome labour and faint fweating impofed on man-kind, that mans 
own naturall reafon, will and affzAion muft needs appreove it, and 
move and incline his heart to the obedience of it, and his inward 
thoughts cannot but accufe him of wrong done to his owne body, and 
to the life of his labouring cattell and {2rvants,ifhe difebey it; and in 
this re{peé it may be called a law of nature : . 
Yealadde moreover that if we take the law of nature in alarge 
fence,as fometimes it is taken, that is for every law which commands 
fuch duties and fuch obedience, as in their owne nature are very ufefull 
and. profitable to the parties commanded, and which is grounded on 
fuch juft caufesand weighty grounds, as by the judgement of naturall 
reafon, are in their owne nature well worthy of fuch obfrvance, then 
the law and commandement of keeping an holy Sabbath (on the fe- 
venth day in the old Teftament in thanxfulineffe for Chrift promifid 
and for acontinuall memorial! of that great blefling : and on the firft 
day of Chrifts refurre@tion now under the Gofpell, in thankfullnes for 
Chrif fully exhibited,and the worke of redemption by him perfected, 
which fo much excels the promife made on the feventh day, as per- 
feGing of a work excels the beginning and undertaking of it ) may 
both in refpect of the particular day and the fanctificatien of it be 
called a Jaw of nature, that is a law requiring fuch morrall and 
sels obedience, as is inthe nature of it moft juft and worthy to 
e performed, 

But that the law and Commandement which bound the fathers to 
keep an holy reft on the feventh day ofevery weeke, and us under the 
Gofpell to keep iton the firft day efpecially and no other, was in the 
creation written and imprinted in the heart of man fo diftin@ly and 
exorefly, that man had an inbred notion of it, and a natural inftin@ of 
himfelte to obferve this law, and to keep a weekly Sabbath on thofe 
very dayes which God hath preferibed both to the fathers and us, This 
J] muft needs deny for thefe reafons following. 

Firft Gods finetifying of the feventh day by his word and comman- 
dement, and his inftitution of the Sabbath by a pofitive law given, as 


my text here fhewes ; had beene vaine and needleffe,if the law and the 
Sabbath 
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Sabbath of holy reft had beene exprefly, and particularly written in Chap. ro 
mans heart already. For what man by the inftinċt of nature,and by his 
own naturall reafon,will and eff: tion,is led and moved todo, that he 
| is vainly and needlefly urged untoby any law or commandement, 
being of himiéelfe without any monitor ready to performe it, 

Secondly,the very word (Sify) ienineth the fetting apart of this 
day to afupernaturall and heavenly of, even for the performance of 
fuch duties asare above th: naturell imaginations and thoaghts of 
nian, and which his natural! reafon would never have revealed to him, 
nor his wil lead him to do. 1f God by his word, and divine and fuper- 
naturall revelation had, not direSted and moved him. Therefore this 
law by which God fanctined and infituted the Sabbath is not a natu- 
rall law,bue a divine and fuoernaturall precept. 

Thirdly, inthe creationand {tate of ianoceacy, man was bound to 
ferve God ashis Creator and the author ofall his being, and to be con- 
tent with that eftate wherein God had placed him, and faw to be very 
good, and tolooke no higher. It was the inordinate delire of more 
knowledge and of an higher eftate then God had revealed and promi- 
fed, which made our firft parents fo yeelding to the Divels tempta- 
tions, and undoubtedly it was an occafion of their fin in eating of the 
forbidden fruite, Now the ferving of God as his Lord and Creator was 
the duty of nan every day alike, forth: Heavens above, and the earth 
beneath, and all creatures in them {2rving daily for mans naturall good 
and well being, even every day equaliy did put man continually in 
mind of his duty, to wit:that he was to love and ferve the Lord wit 
all his heart,foule and ttreneth at all times, for this is the righteoufneffe 
ofa mans own worksand of his own pertoa, which God required of 
man in the firit covenant in theftate of innocency, even his conftant 
obedience to the whole lawand revealed will of God all his dayes 
without one dayes intermiilion, Therefore the Sabbath: which re- 
quires fervice ofGod and worthip, and love of him asa mercifull Re- 
deemer, and thatupon one day of the week more then all the reft, 
was not known nor coramanded nor obferved by nature in the flate 
of innocency 

*  Fourthly,the law of nature written in mans heart requires no parti- 
cular duty, but fachas hisown natural! reafon and will did diretand 
lead himunto in the creation, and which belonged to him in the ftate 
efinnocency. But the Law of the Sabbath from the frft inftitution 
commands 
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commands and requires fuch things, and fuch works and duties as did 
not concerne man in theftate of innocency. As 1. Rek of man and 
beat from their wearifome labour for their refrefhing upon one day in 
fzven. This man hadno need of, neither was there any need of fuch 
reft, becaufe the toyle and labour of man and beaft came in after the 
fall. when God curfed the earth for mans fin, 
econdly, it requires in generall fanctification of the feventh day,by 
holy and religious exercifes,and in particular by facrificing to Godby 
prayer and fupplication,and by meditating on heavenly things,and on 
eternall ret, and by ftudying all holy duties which might fit men for 
the fight and fruition of God in heavenly glory, All which and what- 
foever other holy Sabbath dutics and works are mentioned in the word 
of God,do belong to man, only fince the promife of Chrift thebleffed 
feed. And in the {tate of innocency,man had no occafion of any fach du- 
ties,he had noneed of{acrificing untill Chrift, his ranfome and facri- 
fice for finpe was promifed, he neither could have any thought or me- 
diations of glory in Heaven, or ftudies to fit and fanctifie himfelfe for 
the fruition therof untill Chrift the only way to eternall reft, and glo- 
ry was promifed : what ufe had he of prayers and fupplications to God 
PA any good thing needfull, when he lacked nothing,or for deliverance 
from evill when as yet no evill was knowne in the-world ? What.oc- 
cafion could he have to praife God for Chrift, before he.didfo much as 
dreame of Chrift or had any thought of him at all, As for naturall gifts 
and bleffings, he was by them admonifhed and provoked every day 
alike to love,ferve,honour and praife God, wherfore feeing the works 
and duties of the Sabbath are holy, and tend only or chiefly to the fu- 
pernaturall and heavenly life,and to the eternal] ret which Chrift hath 
purchafed in Heaven for man, undoubtedly the law of the Sabbath 
which exprefly commands {fuch works and duties every feventh day, 
is a pofitive fupernaturall and divine law,not any dictate of nature im- 
printed in mans heart in the creation. | 
Fiftly, every law of nature is common toall man-kind, and is writ- 
ten as well in the hearts of heathen as of Chriftians, fothat the con- 
{cience of men who never heard of God or of his word, is amoni~ 
tor, to admonith them of the duty which that law requires, andan ac- 
cufer if they tranfgreffe that law, and men have no more need tobe put 
in mind of thofe duties, then of any other which the Jaw of nature re» 
quires: But the daw of the Sabbath hath nofooteftep or impreffion 
: m 
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in the hearts of barbarous Heathen nations, It is quite forgotten a-Chap.14 
mong them, and only Gods people. whe have his written Law and 

Word continually read and preached,do keep the Sabbath: And God in 

giving it to ?/rae/ in written tables, and in tepéating it often after- 

wards, Rill cals uponthem toremember it, therby fhewing that itis 

notas the Law ofnature printed in mans heart, but isa Law given by 

word and writing, and from thence learned, and therfore cafily and 

guickly forgotten. She j 

Sixthly,Ifit werea naturall Law founded upon the Creation, and 
binding man to keepa weekly holy day in thankfulneffle for his Crea- 
tion,and for the creatures made for his ufe, then it fhould in all rea- 
{on bind man to keep Holy the fix dayes ın which God Created all 
things, and efpecially the {ixth day wherin God made man himfelfe 
and gave him rule and dominion over all creatures. For holy cele- 
brations are kept weekly or yearly on the dayes in which the blef- 
fings and benefts folemnized and .celebrated were firk beftowed on 
men. y 
Therfore it is not anaturall Law grounded on the Creation. 

Laftly ,Chrift came not.to change the Law of Nature,nor to take a- 
way any part of the obedience therof,but to eftablith and fulfill it in e- 
very jotand titleas he himfelf teftifeth,<AZar.5.17,18. 

And yet the Law of the Sabbath fo far as it requires keeping holy 
the feventhday, as the Fathers were bound inthe old Teftament, iS 
changed by Chrift and by his refurrection, in which he finithed the 
work of redemption,and was exhibited a perfeétredeemer. And the 
obfervation of the feventh and laft day of the week is 'abolithed. 

And the firft day of the week even the day of Chrifts refarre&ion 
is fanctified and fubftituted in the place of it, and fo was obferved by 
theA poftles,and after them by all trueChriftian Churches for theLords 
day, and for the Queen and chiefe Princefi¢ of all dayes, as the bleffed 
Martyr fggatins cals it, Epif ad Magnefios,pay.31. Therforeitis nota 
Law of nature printed and engraven in mans heart. 

I could alledge more reafons,t ut I kold this perfe& number of fe- 
ven fufircient for this prefent pur, xf¢. I will therfore proceed to the 
next thing which is the difcovery oi tne feverall kinds of Laws,which 
God hath given to men,and the brief defeription of every kind particu- 
larly,by which I thall come to demonftrate what kind this of the Sab- 
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Ths Laws of God which he hath given to men, are of two forts,¢i- 

ther Laws printed in mans heart, which we call Laws of nature: 
Or els pofitive Laws, which God hath commanded.in his werd over 
and above,or befides the Laws of nature, 

The Law of nature is that will of Ged which he as Lord and Crea- 
tour hath imprinted in mins heart inthe Creation, even that natatall 
difpofition which God gave to man, when he made himin his own 1- 
mage,by which he doth inform man in the knowledge, and move him 
to the pra@tife ofall duties which belong to him,and which he requires 
of him, for naturall well-being and continuance in that life, and good 
eftate wherin he was created. 

The Law of nature may be diftinguithed into two forts, the one is 
Generall and indefinite, which binds man definitely in a generall bond. 
The other is {peciall and particular, which doth define and prefcribe 
{peciall and particular duties and works to men. 

The generall and indefinite Law is this. That man being Gods crea- 
ture and having his whole being life,motion and all things from God, 
of free gift,is in duty bound to obey God to the utmoft of his power in 
all things whatfoever God either by naturall light, or by his word ei- 
ther hath revealed,or fhail at any timereveale aad make knowa wato 
him,to be his will that he fhould do them, The bond and obligation of 
this Law is very large,and reacheth through all Laws, and binds men 
to do whatfoever God commands by any Law whatfoever. i 
- The fpeciall defnite and particular Law of nature, is that comman- 
ding will of God engraven in mans heart, and in his upright naturall 
difpofition, which directs man to know and mooves him to performe 
fuch {peciall kinds of duties and fuch particular works, as he ought to 
do and God reveals to himand declares to be his will that he fhould do 
them. - 

Of thefe fpeciall Laws fome are primary, and fome are fecondary 
Laws of nature. 

A fpeciall primary Law of nature is the will of God,concerning fuch 
fpeciall duties and particular works, as mans own pure created nature 
and naturall difpofition did direct, lead and moove him.unto, which 
his naturall reafon in the ftate of integrity did fhew unto. i 

an 
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and his pure naturall willand affections did moove and ftir him to per- Chap.11 

forme, As for example,to know and acknowledgeGod for his fole Lord 

and Creator, and one onlyGed ; toferve and worfhip him with fuch 

worfhip and reverence as his pure reafon taught him to te meet for 

God, tothink and {peake of God accordingly : to beare himfelfe to- 

wards the creatures, and to rule them according to the wifedome 

which God had given him, toincreafeand multiply and to replentfh 

and fnbdue the earth and fuch like. ` aul LS OR Mea: y 

A fecondary foeciall law of nature, is arule or precept concerning 
fuch fpeciall and particular duties and workes, as mans owne right 
reafon, or Gods word difcovers unto him, tobe in their owne nature 
good and juft, and profitable either for his owne natural] being and 
well-being, as the cef now ftands with him fince his fall, or’ for 
any other good end and ufe agreeable to Gods revealed will. As for 
example, that men fhould not live idle, bat labour painefully to pro- 
vide for themfelves and families, this is a duty which was not known 
to man before his fall, but ever fince the curfe wherewith God curfed 
the carth for mans finne, Gods wor requires it, and mans owne 
natural! reafon well informed, and his will and affz4tions welltor- 
dered doz naturally move him to the performance of it for his naturall 
well-being, : 

So divers negative precepts which forbid” fach evill and finnefull 
deeds, as man never knew nor had any thought of them intheftate of 
innocency, but now true natural’ reafon, affe@ion and confcience, 
teacheth and ’moveth man to hate and abhorre them; they are lawes 
of this kind, i 

Andıfwe fhould extend the law of nature to the utmoft,as many do, 
and bring under it every law which-commands duties whicharein 
their own nature juft and honeft and very ufefull and profitable to the 
doers and to others ; and ferve directly and naturally for Gods glory: 

We might reduce to this kind of naturall iaws, every pofitive.morrall 
and perpetuall precept commanding any-juft or holy work and duty 
which is jaft in it felfe, though there were no expreffe commande 
ment given forthe doing of it iitGods word, A pofitive law of God is 
that whichCod in his wifedome and by his word gives to man, by 
which he binds man to fome obedience which he of himfelfe by his 
own naturall wit and reafon would not have found out and difcerned 
tobe good and juk, neither would have done or performed by the in- 
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Chap.11 ftinct ofnature,and the motion of his will and affection, for fuch an 
end as God hath appointed them unto. 

There are divers Laws and precepts of this kind, all which as they 
require that which God juttly and wifely willeth man to do, and do 
command things which are in refpeét of the prefent ftate and conditi- 
on good for man,fo they all are after a generail manner included in the 
generall Law of nature,and it binds men to obey them all. 

Of thefe pofitive Laws there are divers forts: Some are Politicall 
commanding things which tend to preferve and maintain good order, 
fociety and peace,not only between God the Creatour and man his 
creature,but alfobetween manand other creatures, and among men 
themfelves.Such was the Law which God gave te man, when he com- 
manded him under the pain of death to abftain from the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge of good and evill,and that fora wife and jut end, 
even to put man in mind that he wasuot abfolute Lord of all the vifi- 
ble creatures,to ufe them at his pleafure,but that he was a fubordinate 
Lord and Ruler under God, and that all other trees, herbs and Suits 
which God allowed him to eat of, were Gods free gift, and alfa to 
teach him, that he was chiefly and aboveall to look te the fervice of 
God and obedience of his will,and to omit the ferving of his own turn, 
and the doing of that which his own will might moove him to do, 
when God at any time fhould call him another way. And of this kind 
are all the judiciall Laws, which Gad gave to J/rae/ by (ALo/es for the 
well ordering of their common-wealth,and all precepts of obedience, 
which inferiours owe to fuperiors in things lawfull and that for peace 
fake. Some pofitive Laws are Evangelicall and religious which com- 
mand works and duties tending to an holy, heavenly and fapernaturall 
end and ufe,fuch are all Laws and Commandements which God hath 
given upon occafion of Chrilt revealed to: man, and in and through 
Chrift which require duties, and fervice due to God as he is mans Re- 
deemer,and bind man as he expects benefit by Chrift the Mediator and 
Redeemer,to fuch works and fuch obedience as come to be of ufe nire- 
Spect of Chrift. Thefe Evangelicall: Laws are of two forts, 1 Some are 
univerfall and perpetuall requiring neceflary works and duties of all fack 
asare to be faved by Chrift,2 Some are {peciall and temporary, which 
require fome {peciall fervice and works of obedience,and them of fome 
enly,and for fome times,and 1n fome condition of the Church. Perpe- 
wualland waiverfall, Evangelical Laws: which bindall Gods redeemed 
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ones, and require things neceflary to falvation by Chrift, are the com- 
mandements of God, by which he binds all men to repentanee and re- 
formation of life,to godly forrow and humiliation forfinne, to'be- 
leeve in Chrift under penalty of loofing falvation, and of perithing for 
ever,and condemned and calt into Hell for theirfins. Speciall or tem- 
porary lawes are they which bind men, or all men of fome ages and in 
{fome times to fome fpeciall fervice and worfhip, fit for the prefent 
{tate and condition of the Church, or to fome duties and works which 
for the time are profitable to guide and lead men to Chrift,and therfore 
are fanctified of God and fet apart for that purpofe: fuch are the lawes 
and commandements of facrificing and bringing offerings and firft 
fruits to God, of oxen and fheep and other cleane beafts and birds, and 
of the increafe of the earth,fome of which laws did bind all Gods peo- 
ple from the firft promife of Chrift even all the fathers from Adamun- 
till Mofes, and all Ifraell untill the comming of Chrift, fuch laws were 
that of Circumcifion given to Abraham, as a feale of the covenant 
which God made with him and his feed, and that of the Paffeover, 
and of the firft borne, and all Leviticall ceremoniall lawes, given 
tolfraell by the hand of Mofes, and fuch are the commandements 
of Baptifme and the Lords Supper, whichbind all Chriftians under 
the Gofpell. 
There are alfo befides thef: feverall kindes of lawes, fome mixt 
lawes, and of thefe fome are partly and in fome refpects naturall, 
becaufe they bind men to fome duties unto which nature binds them ; 
and in fome refpects civill, for they require things which tend to 
civill order and governement; and partly in fome refpects alfo 
evangelicall,. commanding things which tend to falvation in Chrif. 
Some are partly morrall and perpetuall m that they require morrall 
duties which are neceffiry and ufefull at all times to the end of the 
world ; and partly ceremoniall and temporay in that they require 
obedience in things which are ufefull only in fome cafes and at fome 
times. As for example the Jaw which Ged gave from monnt Sina, 
and wrote it in tables of tone, it doth bind men not only to all mor- 
rall duties which were engraven in mans heart in the creation, to 
wit,all duties which man did owe to God as to his only Creator, and 
to men as fellow creatures ; but alfo to fuch further duties and degrees 
of obedience as man doth oweto God his only Saviour and Redeemer 
in Chrift, and to menand Angels as his fellow fervants bretheren 
I 3 and 
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Chap.11 and members of one and the fame foirituall body under the fame 
head Chrift. 

And therefore God preffeth and urgeth obedience to that law, at 
the giving thereof,upon this confideration and for this reafon, becaufe 
he is the Lord God the Redeemer and deliverer, who as he delivered 
the naturall Ifraell from Agyptian bondage, fo by that typicall deli- 
verance. did forethew and prefigure the {pirituall redemption of all 
the fpirituall Ifraell from all {pirituall bondage under finne, the world 
and the Divell. — | 

To loveGodaboveall, anda mans neighbour as himfelfe, to honour 
Parents, and to {peake truth of every one, to give leave to every one 
freely to enjoy his own,and many fach duties required in the ten com- 
mandements are naturall,and nature bound man to them in innocency, 
and in refpect of them that law is natural], 

But tobeleeve in God as a Redeemer, to vifit and comfort the fick 
and difircfled, to honour Parents, Paftors, Superiours, as fathers in 
Chrift, and divers duties of negative precepts, as not to make Images 
of God, not to pollute Gods name by vaine fwearing and fuch like, 
the knowledge and thoughts of which man had not in his heart by 
nature in the creation, which come into the world by naturall cor- 
ruptions, and man was not {ubje& to them untill he was feduced 
and fallen, and brought into bondage by Satan, they are pofitively 
morrall, andas the law cornamands them, it is a pofitive motrall law; 
yea in refpect of fome of them Evangelical]. And as reverence and 
refpect to civill Magiftrates and mea of higher piace, as they are fu- 
perious and men of greater power and autherity ( which difference 
and inequallity came in by mans fall, and flowes from Gods diltri- 
bution of his common gifts in a difterent manner and meafure ) asI 
fay this honour given to them as civillrulers, ruling for cur good and 
the good of the common wealth, is commanded in this law. fo it is 
civill, And laftly asal] ceremoniall and religious ordinances,and out- 
ward fignificative fervice and worfhip fanétified by God, and appoin- 
ted as moft fit for the time and feafon, receive their originall authority 
and firft ftrength from that law given from mount Sima, efpecially 
fromthe cammandement which binds man to obey God as his Creator 
and Redeemer in all ordinances fo far as he requires, fo and in this re- 
{pect this law is cerernoniall and binds to obedience temporary, fit for 
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In like manner the commandement which the Lord Chrift hath gi- Chap,11 
yen in the Gofpell, for baptifing of Chriftians, and for the adminiftra- 
tion’ and receiving of the Sacrament ofhis body and blood, as they 
command an outward Sacramentall wafhing with water,and a bodily 
eating of bread and drinking of wine, which have beene of ufe only 
fince the comming of Chrif, and not from the beginning, fo they are 
ceremoniall and temporary, For whatfoever ordinances ‘are in ufe in 
the Church of God for a feafon only, that is,during the time of the Gof- 
pell they are ceremoniall, becaufe to remaine only for afeafon, is the 
true and proper fignification of the word Ceremonia: which is com- 
pounded of the Greek words xaos, which fignifies a fet time or feafon, 
and usro, which fignifies ov/y,or rather wevery Which fignifies to abide or 
remaine, But becaufe the time of the Gofpeil is perpetuall unto the end 
of the world,and they are commanded to be obferved of all Chriftians 
all the time of the Gofpell, in this refpedt thefe Commandements may 
be called univerfall and perpetuall. And asin thefe and all other cere- 
monies ordained by God, there are required befides the outward bodily 
- rites arid-aGtions, many fpirituall duties, as inward reverence and holy 
affe&ionsof the heart; faith in Chrift and theblefled Trinity, beleeving 
of.the covenant, commemoration of Chrift and his benefits,confeffion 
_ of three perfons in one God, and the eye of faith looking chiefly to the 
{pirituall-things figiified,;. fo the commandement and law enjoyning 
then may. jultly be efteemed pofitively and evangellically morrall. 
Thus much for the divers. and féverall kinds of Gods lawes which he 
hath giventomen, var. 

I.proceed-to that which is the maine thing here intended, that is,to 
fhew what kind of law the commandement of the Sabbath is,and un- 
der which of thefe feverall kinds it is comprehended. And ina word 
I hold it to be of the laft kind,to wit: a mixt law that is partly natu- 
rall,and partly pofitive,coth civill and Evangelicall, and not only uni- 
verfalland perpetuall, but alfo fpeciall and ceremoniall,and fo indeed it 
takes part ofall kinds of lawes which God hath given men,and which 
are mentioned in the Scriptures, which thing becaufe thie learned have 
not heretofore obferved nor well confidered, but fome have caft their 
eyes uponthe common ground of this law printed in mans heart in 
the creation, and finding it among the ten Commandements which 
are generally held tobe the fumme and fubftance of the law of nature, 
doe call it a law of nature, 
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Others have confidered it as a f{oeciall commandement given: by 
God immediately after the Creation by word of motith and not ‘write 
ten in mans heatt,and doe call it a pofitive morall Law.: Others have 
confidered it as it commands reft on the the feventh day, now alte- 
redby Chrift, which reft was a ligne of Chrifts reft from the work 
of Redemption and is a token and pledge ofeternall reft in Heaven, 
and therupon held it to be a ceremoniall Law : and hence arifeth the 
diverfity among Chriftians,and almoft civill warre between the Pa- 
ftours of feverall Churches, yea and among learned Preachers of one 
and the fame Church: Wheras indeed they all hold the truth in part 
but not wholly : They all erre in this, that they limit it every one,to 
that {peciall kind of Law, which he hath chiefly in his eye and upon 
which he hath fet his conceit: Now maxe ita mixt Law and proove 
it manifeftly,and there needs no more contention, except fome men 
will contend without caufe and againft reaton out of a fpirit of con- 
tention and contradiction, 

Firft,this Law as all other Laws is indefinitely comprehended in the 
generall Law of nature,for the generall Law written in mans’ heart in 
the Creation, binds him to attend the wiil of-God,and to te ready ‘to 
obey God his Creatour in all things w hatfoever he either had already 
declared,or fhould at any time to come reveale tobe his-will, and to 
be a duty which he required of man. And therfore the obferving ‘and 
keeping ofa weekly holy Sabbath é&devoting ofa feventh part of every 
week toreligious exercifes and to ret from bodily labour and common 
worldly bufineffe,being exprefly commanded by Ged and declared at 
feverall times and upon feverall occafions to be his will, man-is ty the 
general Law of nature bound to perform it,and in this refpe@t we may 
truly fay that the Law of the Sabbath isa Law of nature, included ine 
definitely in that generall Law and dictate of nature written in mans 
heart in the Creation. 

Secondly though I cannot conceive that the keeping ofan holy Sab- 
bath weekly, was a thing fo diftin@ly written in mans heart inthe 
Creation,that man ofhimfelf by the inftin¢t of his nature, or by the 
light of his reafon and motion of his will, would have fet either the 
feventh day or any other of the feven dayes of the week apart for reft 
or other duties of the Sabbath, which God in the firt inftitution re- 
quired ,and commanded alfo in his Law given from Mount Siva: Yet 
becaufe the keeping holy ofa weekly Sabbath upon fich grounds as 
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ire mentioned in this text, and for fuch ends and ufes as God hath or- Chap.1 £ 
dained, to wit: commemoration of Gods mercy and bounty in promi- 
fing Chrift, preferving the knowledge and memory of the covenant of 
eternall life, and reftin Chrift, training up of people in religion, the 
feare and worfhip of God, and in holinefle, by which they are made 
fit to fee and enjoy God in glory, becaufe I fay, the keeping holy ofa 
weekly Sabbath is in thefe refpeéts a thing very good and profitable, 
yea and neceflary for the helpe of man and for the repairing of his na- 
ture corrupted. A manas now the cafe ftands with him fince the fail, 
muft needs by the light of nature which remainesin him, know the 

-weekly Sabbath to bea thing very juft and a wife and holy ordinance 
of God, and the particular law of the Sabbath comes under the {peciall 
and fecondary law of nature. 

Thirdly, ifwe conSder the law of the weekly Sabbath as it was gi- 
ven ty (ced ia the fir iutitution, and in his blefling and fanctifying 
of the feventh day, and againe renewed and inferted among. the ten 
Commandements given trem mount Siza: and at other times upon 
divers ocefions repeated Ly CAfo/esand by the Prophets from Gods 
mouth, If we alfo confider that neither the Sabbath it felfe, nor the 
ground,re:fon arid occafion of it, (to wit: Gods perfecting the crea- 
tion, by promifiag‘and revealing redemption in Chritt, and the reft 
which I have before prooved and demonftrated ) were written in 
mans heart in innocency,but were after mans fall revealed by t `od,and 
thereupon the Holy reft commanded tobe kept on that day which God 
aboveother days hathbleffed and fan@ificd. We may truly afirme 
that the commandement of the Sabbath in thefe refpedts is a pofitive 
Jaw of God, and not a law of nature requiring fuch particular duties 
as man cf himfelfe without Gods pofitive commandement would 
have obferved. Yea the word (ALemento,remember ) fo often added to 
the precept of the Sabbath,as appeares €xod,20.8. doth plainly shew 
that the keeping holy ofa weekly Sabbath, wasnot a thing printed in 
mans heart, for then it had been vaineand needlefl2 for God fo often 
to ufe this word Remember, and to put them in mind of this duty by 
Mofes and the Prophets, mansown confcience would have been his 
daily and continuall monitor and remembrancer, and his owne 
thoughts would have beene ready to acenfe him for every omifion 
and negleétof it. As the Apoftle teftifies of the workof the law writ- 
ten in mans heart, Rom,2.15. ad 
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Chap.11 Fourthly, if we confider the law of the Sabbath as it commandeth 
man, together with his children, fervants and labouring cattell to reft 
from their wearifome labours and bodily paine ; which came in by fin, 
and by mans fall, together with fervile fubje@ion and difference of 
the Maker and fervant, which weekly ret and intermiflion from 
toyle and labour granted to fervants and cattell by their Matters as well 
as to themfelves, makes very much for good order inevery ftate and 
common wealth, and for peace and fociety among men, and in every 
family, and ferves for an excellent civill and politicallufe, fo it is in 
the judgement of many learned and godly Divines, not without good 
reafon held to bea civill and peliticall law. 

Fiftly, if we confider, Firlt the time of Gods firft inftitution of the 
Sabbath,as it fals under Chrift,even upon the feventh day of the world, 
in which Chrift was promifed to redeeme man who was fallen in the 
latter end of the fixt day,as is before fhewed. Secondly,ifwe confider 
the ground and reafon of Gods inftitution of the Sabbath and of fau- 
ctifying the feventh day, even Chrift promifed to become the fzed of 
the woman,and to breake the ferpents head, by whofe actuall underta- 
king and beginning to mediate far man, God did perfe& the mutable 
work of creation,and fetled the world in an higher ekate of perfection 
fupernaturall, and did reft in Chrifts mediation, being that which was 
able to give full fatisfaction to his juftice. 

Thirdly, if we confider that in the firft inftitution, the Sabbath day 
was fanctified and bleffed above the other fix dayes: that is, was fet 
apart to heavenly and fupernaturall ufe; which cannot be imagined but 
in and under Chrift in whom all things arefanctifled. We muft needs 
know and confeffe that the commandement of the Saboath even in 
and from the firftoriginall andinftitution, is alaw Divine and evan- 

‘gelicall, commanding fuch an obfervation and fervice, as is of 
ufe onely in and under Chrift, and mainly tends to lead men to fal- 
vation in him. 

Sixtly, if we confider the neceffity of refting one whole day in eve- 
ry weeke from all our worldly affaires, Firft that with one confent 
the Church and congregation of Gods people may all generally meet 
together in their fet places of holy affemblies, to heare and learne the 
Dotrine of falvation and word of life, and to honour God with pub- 
lick holy worfhip and fervice,and with joynt prayers to call upon him 
in the name and mediation of Chrift for all bleffings. Secondly, that 

every 
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every man may inftru& his family in private alfo at home, and by con- Chap.1y 
ftant exerciling of them a whole day together in religious duties eve- 
ry weeke, may make them to grow and increafe in grace and religion 
and in knowledge and skillto order and direct all their weeke dayes 
labours to Gods glory, their own falvation,. and the comfort and profit 
of their Chriftian bretheren, Without which religious obfervation 
once every week at theleaft, efpecially upon the particular day of the 
week, which God hath bleffed with the moft memorable work be- 
longing to mans redemption, it is not poflible for people to be well 
ordered in a Chriftian Church, nor Gods holy worfhip tobeeither 
generally known or publickly practifed, nor the vulgar fort of Chrifti- 
ans tobe brought to the knowledge and profefion and practife of true 
religion neceflary to falvation : Thefe things I fay confidered,we muft 
neceflarily grant that the law of the Sabbath is an Evangelical, uni- 
verfall and perpetucll law,fuch as the commandements of beleeving in 
Chrift,repenting from dead works, reforming of our lives, worfhip- 
ping and mvocating of God in the name and mediation of Chriit, and 
by the motion and direétion of his holy Spirit, all which commande- 
ments bind ell Gods people cf all Churches and ages from the firft day 
wherein Chrift was promifed in one meafure or other. So that with- 
out obedience in fome degree unto thefe Evangelical] lawes, it 1s not 
poflibie fur any man to be and to continuea true child of God, and to 
attaine falvation in and by Chrift. 

And this law thus far and in thefe refpects confidered, can no more 
be abrogated and abolifhed, then Gods covenant of redemption and 
falvation made with man-kind in Chrift, but all man-kind even every 
one who feekes falvation in Chrift, is at all times and in all ages bound 
to obferve this law of fandtifying a feventh day in every week, and of 
refting from all worldly affaires, that they may ferve and worfhip and 
feek God in Chrift. 

Laftly, if we confider the Lords Sabbath as it is fignificative, evena 
figneto us of the eternall Sabbath in Heaven, and as it isin refpec of 
the patticular day of the week and fome ceremoniall worfhipufed in 
it, changable and mutable according to the changes and motions of 
Chrift the foundation and Lord of it, and according to the feverall 
eftates of Gods Church, and Gods feverall difpenfations of the mi- 
fteries of falvation, and feverall wayes of revealing Chrift in the old 
and new Teftament, and before and after the comming of Chrift in 
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Chap.1r theflefh. We muft of neceffity confeffe, that the law of the Sabbath is 
in thefe refpects a Ceremoniall law, commanding things which are 
temporary and mutable, and fitted for fome times and feafons only, 

Firft as it commanded the feventh day of the week to be kept holy, 
asthe moft holy day, becaufe therein Chrift was promifed to be the 
redeemer of the world,and God refted in his mediation, and perfected 
the creation by bringing in redemption, which was the greateft blef- 
fing of the old Teftament. And as it required hallowing of the day by 
facrificesand other outward {ervice and worfhip, which weretypes 
and figures of Chrift to come, and by preaching and rehearing the 
promifes of Chrift out of the law and Prophets, beleeving in the Sa- 
viour to come and meditating on the eternall reft in Heaven; So it was 
a ceremoniall and temporary law, and did ftand in force and bind all 
Gods people to the obfervation of the laft day of the weeke, all the 
time of the old Teftament untill Chrift was fully exhibited a perfect 
Redeemer in his refurrection, And it was not in the power of the 
Church to change the Sabbath to any other day of the week, that 
power refted in Chrift the foundation and Lord of the Sabbath, It alfo 
bound the faithfull of thefetimes, to the ceremoniall fan&tification, 
and to that typicall fervice which looked towards Chrift to come, 
as well asto the feventh day only and no other, during that nonage 
ef the Chuich, 

Secondly, asthe law of the Sabbath ( which requires that day tobe 
kept for an holy reft in which God hath revealed the greateft bleffing 
and fo hath bleffed it above all other dayes of the week) doth now ever 
fince the perfecting of the work of redemption in Chrifts refurre@ion, 
bind all Gods people to keep for their Sabbath the firt day ofthe 
week which by Chrifts victory over death obtained fully in that very 
day, became the moft bleffed day above the feventh day andall other 
dayes of the week. And as under the name of hallowing and keeping 
holy the Lords Sabbath, it enjoynes fach worfhip as God requires of 
his Church in her fullage and more perfect eftate, to wit : {pirituall 
facrifices of praife and thank{giving, preaching and teaching faith in 
Chrift crucified and fully exhibited a perfect redeemer, praying unto 
Godin the name and mediation of Chrift, and fecking accefle unto 
the Father in himby oneSpirit. And as this law impofeth this holy 
weekly Sabbath, tobe a pledg to the faithfull, of that Sabbathifine of 
eternall reft in Heaven which remaineth for the people of God, as the 
Apoftle teftifieth,Heb,4.9. So 
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So this law is likethe commandements of Baptifmeand the Lords Chap,12 
Supper. It is ceremoniall commanding {uch duties tobe performed, 
and fuch a day to be obferved as are fitted to the time and feafon of the 
Gofpell, and yet it is fo ceremonial], as that it is alfo perpetual, bin- 
ding all Chriftians during the {cafon and time of the Church inthe 
new Teftainent and under the Gofpell, that is, perpetually to the end 
-ofthe world, untill we come to the eternallreft in Heaven. And as 
there fhallbe no changes in Chrift, nor of the ftate of the Church une 
till Chrift fhall come in glory toreceive us into that eternall reft: So 
there fhall be no change of the Sabbath to any other day of the week, 
neither hath the Church or any other whatfoever, any power to alter 
either the day or the fanctification and obfervation of it;no more then 
to bring in fuch an other change in Chrift,and {uch an alteration of the 
eftate of the Church, as that was from Chrift promifed and obfcurely 
revealed in the old Teftament,to Chrift fully exhibited, and with open 
face fhewed in the Gofpell, and from the Church in her nonage under 
the rudiments of the world, to the Church brought to full age by the 
Gofpell preached and received in all nations, ee 


CHAP, XII. 
N Ow having difcovered the feverall kinds of laws, and commande- 
ments which God hath given to men, and having fhewed what 
kind of law this-is which God hath given for the obfervation of the 
weekly Sabbath, and how and in what manner it binds the fonnes of 
Adam in all ages,fome in one kind and fome in another,and Adam and 
all his pofterity in fome refpects. There remaines yet for all that hath 
been faid before, vone {peciall point tobe more fully prooved. ‘That is 
concerning the change of the Sabbath from the feventh to the firft day, 
what ground and warrant we have for it,and how the law of Ged (by 
which God fet apart the feventh day in the firft inftitution, and Rill in 
the fourth Commandement and other repetitions of that law by AZo/es 
mentions the feventh day for the weekly Sabbath)can bind us Chrifti- 
ans to keep holy the Lords day,or warrant us to make it our Sabbath. 
For the more full manifeftation and proofe of this point, and fatisfy- 
ing of all doubts : I will by the light of Gods facred word, and by the 
helps which I fhall find in the writings and fayings ofthe beft learned 
both ancient and moderne Chriftian divines, do my beft endeavour to 
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Chap.12 flew and proove that the Lords day,which is the firft of the week,and 


the day of Chrifts refurre@tion, the fittelt day ofall the feven to be the 
holy weekly Sabbath of Chriftians ; That God before and in the frh 
giving of the law of the Sabbath, did intend and forefee the change 
and the grounds of the change of it to the firft day ; that God by Chrift 
hath changed it. And that the law of the Sabbath in the maine duties 
which it requires, is more fully and in abetter and more excellent 
manner obeyed by Chriftians in their obfervation of the Lords day,and 
Keeping it for the holy reft : then it was by the fathers ofthe Old Te- 
ftament,in their keeping of the feventh and laft day of the week, for 
their holy reft and weekly Sabbath. 

Firft to proove the convenience and fitneffe of the Lords day tobe 
the Sabbath underthe Golpell above all other dayes, we have di- 
vers arguments, 

The firft T framethus, That day which is the firft ofdayes, and the 
firft fruits of tine efpecially of the time of grace,is the fitteft to be the 
Lords holy day above all other dayes of the weeke, in and under the 
time of grace. The Lord himfelfe teacheth this for a plaine truth, re- 
quiring the firft fruits of all things for an holy cf-ring to himfelfe un- 
der the law, and from the beginning when he taught Adam, and 4- 
dam did teach his fonnes Caia and Abell,to bring facrifices of firftlings 
and firft fruits for offerings to him,Gen.4. Now the Lords day whichis 
the firit day of the week is the firit of ali dayes in the world. In it God 
began the creation, made the higheft Heavens which is the place of 
bleffedneffe and the heavenly Hoft, alfo the common maffe and matter 
of the whole vifible and inferior world, and the chiefelt and moft 
glorious element, the light, that is, the fiery Heavens ; with the firft 
beginning of the creation, this day began, and fo it isthe firft fruits 
ofall times created, and although in the creation, and during the 
{tate of innocency the firft fruits wereno more holy then the reft of 
the lump, or mafie, and fancifying of things to holy ufe, came in by 
Chrift and with the firft promife of him, and the firft time of Chritt 
revealed being the feventh day, was to be the holy Sabbath all the 
time inwhich Chrift was onely promifed and not given: Yet now 
fecing by the refurrection of Chrift, in which Chrift was exhibited 
a perfect Redeemer, and became the firft fruits of them that fleepe, 
the firft day of the weeke and of the world which was onely the 


firit fruits of time before, is by Gods providence become the firft daj 
and 
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and firft fruits of the time of grace under Chrift a perfect Redeemer. Chap. 4 
Therfore the firft day which is now the firft fruits of time both in the 
creation and under perfe& redemption, which doth perfec and fan- 
étifie the creation,is now the fittelt of all the dayes in the weeke tobe 
the Lords holy Sabbath. And it is againft all re: fon for any to thinkany 
other day fo fit tobe offered up for the firft fruits of every week, and of 
our times to God, as this day which is the day of the Lord Chrift, who 
is the truefirft fruits of all creaturrs, and doth fanctifie the whole 
maffe and lump of man-kind, and all other creatures which are ga- 
thereduntoGodin him. In which day Chrift arofe from death and 
became the firft fruits of them that fleep : that by the virtue of his re- 
furrection he might fanctifie the very grave to them that fleep in him, 
and might raife them up asto grace in this life, fo alfo to glory at the 
laft day in the generall refurrection, 

Secondly that day wherin the place ofeternall reft and of the ever- 
Jafting Sabbath (which after this world ended,remaines for the people 
of God) was created and brought into being, and wherin eternall reft 
was purchafed, and the way opened into that reft, muft needs in the 
judgement of reafonable men be the fitteft day for the weekly Sabbath, 
which is to all Gods people a fare figne and pledge of eternall reft and 
of their everlafting Sabbath in Heaven, which weekly Sabbath isto be 
kept holy and fanctified by meditations on Heaven and heavenly reft, 
and by {uch holy exercifes of religion, as do fit and prepare us for the 
life of glory in Heaven.Now the firft day of the week is the day wher- 
in God created the place of eternall va even the higheft Heavens, 
which are from eternity decreed and ordained to be the placein 
which his ele¢t fhall keep their eternall Sabbath after this life. 

In this day alfo Chrift arofe from death, perfe&ted redemption, and 
refted from that worke by which he procured eternall life and Hea- 
venly glory for Gods people, upon this day he opened the way to the 
Holy of Holies, and made his firft enterance both in his own flefh,and 
alfo for all his members into that life eternall and that ret which they 
with him fhall enjoy in the heavenly manfions.Therfore undoubtedly, 
this day of all the dayes of the week moft fit and worthy tobe kept an 
holy Sabbath of reft, and to be fan@tified with meditations on Heaven 
and heavenly glory, and with other exercifes of religion which fit 
men for eternall reft in Heaven. 

+ Thirdly, that day wherein God firk created the light of this inferi- 
or 
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his glory in the eternal! reft in Heaven, and fo makes the weekly Sab- 
bath a pledge of the eternall Sabbath in the world to come alfo. Now 
the godly learned heretofore who had no thought of founding the 
Sabbath on Chrift promifed on the feventh day of the world, they do 
underftand Gods ending of his work, tobe either the finifhing of the 
creation on the feventh day by adding fome perfection or natural blef- 
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elfe that God had already ended and perfected his work before the 
feventh day, and for this caufe bleffed and fanGtified the feventh day for 
a memoriall of the creation of the world, and all things therein made 
perfe& and compleat and fo appearing on that day. And by Gods 
refting on the feventh day fromall his work-which he created and 
made, they underftand nothing elfe but Gods reft of meere ceflation, 
and becaufethis was the day wherein God having finifhed his work; 
and made all things good, had no occafion to werk any moreby way 
of creation, but refted from making more kinds ofcreatures, There- 
fore God commanded man to reft after his example every feventh day, 
and to keep it for a weekly Sabbath. And by Gods bleffing of the fe- 
yenth day, they dounderftand Gods fanctifying of it to bea figne and 
pledge of the eternall reft. 

Thef? being the grounds and reafons (in the opinion of the learned) 
upen which God fan&titied the feventh day, are 1n a more excellent 
meafure to be found in the firft day of the week,on which day the Lord 
Chrift rofe from death. For firft the Lord Chrift who is the Lordof the 
Sabbath, on that day ended a greater work then the creation, even the 
great wolof redemption which on that a he did perfe& and finifh, 
by the laft and higheft at of it, even his refurretion in whieh he got 
thevi&tory and triumphed over death the laft eneiny, and over him 
who had'the power of death, thatis the Divell, and did fhewtothe 
world that he had fully paid the ranfome & price of mans redemption, 
fatisfied juftice, and wrought and fulfilled all righteoufnes, fufficient to 
juttifie all that beleeve in him, and to fettle them .in Gods favour forc- 
ver.So thathere isa better.ending and finifhing of a better work then 
that of the creation was, avhich did perfect the mutable work of crea- 
tion, and fohere isabetter ground of fanctifying the day. in which it 
came to pafle,as divers learned writers haverightly obferved. 

Secondly, on this day the Lord Chrift entered into abetter reft,then 
any from the creation can be: herefted from all his laboures,paines and 
fufferings,and all works which Gods infinite juftice required for mans 
redemption by way of fatisfaction, Heb.4.10, pi 

And he took poffeffion of eternall reft for himfelfe'as the head, and 
for his body the:whole Church and for every ele& member thereof, 

So that this refting is afar more excellent ground and reafon of the 
fanéifying of this day to be the mbit Sabbath: Yeathough I de 
y 
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Chap.12 by Gods perfecting of his work,underftand his perfecting of the work 
which was marred ‘and defaced by mans fall, even the work of crea- 
tion,and his making of it more perfect and compleate,by his promifing 
of Chri, and by Chrifts uadetraking and beginning his a@uall medi- 
ation, and firft bringing io of {upernaturall perfection ; And by Gods 
refting I underftand his refting fo fullyand- wholy in Chrifts media- 
tion; and in his: fatisfa&tion undertaken for, the repairing and per- 
fe&ting of the world, which man by- his fall had brought under vanity 
and corruption, that he put from him all thoughts and purpofes of 
going about any new work of creation for the repairing thereof, and 
{ois faidtoreit, as I havebetére fully prooved: Yet I muft confefle 
thaton the Lords day, whith is the tirit of the week, in which Chritt 
did rife from death, God did more fuliy. and excellently perfec all his 
work and brought ina reft, which doth fo far excell that perfecting 
ofhis work and refting from creation on the firft eventh day, as the 
actual performance of'a promife, and giving aad fulfilling of a good 
thing promifed,undertakes ‘and begun,doth exceli the promifeand the 
andertaking and beginning of it. And therfore I willbe bold upon 
thefe grounds and premifes to conclude with the befwdearned both of 
the ancient Fathers and moderne divines, That there is m@liconveni- 
ency andsfitneffe in the Lords day, .the firit day of the weeke tobe the 
Lords:holy weekly Sabbath now under the Gofpell. . And there are 
more excellent. grounds and fure reafons for the fanctitying of it, then 
any which are named or can be found in the feventh day which was 
the Sabbath of the old Teftament : yea this day by:means of Chrifts res 
furrection to glory in it,1s the fureft pledge and token which outward- 
ly canbe given to Gods Church and people, that God whoraifed him 
upsis by him fully appeafed, fatisfied and reconciled to his pedple, and 
is the Lord who doth fančtifie them and will bring them ta glory. | > 

And thus I paffè from the conveniency and fitnes of the Lords da ; 
which is the firft of the week,to fhew the change of the Sabbath unto 
that day both in Gods intention and purpofe from the beginning, and 
alfo a@tually in the fulneffe of time by the glorious refurrection of the 
Lord Chrift upon that day. ` i wi 

Where by Gods affiftance J fhall make it appeare, That this change 
of the Sabbath to the Lords day is no humane invention, or Ecelefr 
aticalltradition, but a thing which God the law-giver did purpofe 
aid intend froni all eternity, aad foretold by the Prophets, andby 

divers 


z s ~ = a E ŘŘŮŘŮŮŮ 

‘The Dottrine of the Sabbath. 75 
divers fignes forefhewed of old, and in fulneffe oftime did by his Son Chap.r2 
Chrift the. Lord of the Sabbath,command and actually bring to paffe. 

For St. Auguftine and divers other learned men have heretofore Serm.i51. 
obferved. That God by fome notable things which hein his wifedome 4 tempore. 
made to concurre in the firft day of the creation, did plainly forefhew 
inthe beginning before the feventh day was fandtified, or the law of 
the Sabbath given, that it was his purpofe and will, and hein his eter- 
nali counfell had determined to advance in ‘fulneffe.of time, that day 
above all other dayes of the week to the honour of the holy weekly 
Sabbath, to be a day of meditation on the eternall reft in Heaven, and 
a pledge to his people of the everlafting Sabbathifme, which there 
remaines for them, and tobe the firft fruits of their time offered unto 
God in C hrift and fan@tihed i^n him. ; 

Thofe notable things are the three things before named. 1, That 
God made that day the firft frutes of alltime. 2, Created in it the 
place of eternall reft the higheft Heaven, in which the bleffed Saints 
{hall enjoy their bleffed Sabbath wherof the weekly Sabbath is a figne 
and pledge to thei inthis life. 3. In it he created the light of this 
vifible world, which things concurring in one and the fameday:(God 
in his wifedome fo ordering it, who doth nothing in vaine but every 
thing for fome wife purpofe.) and being good reafons to proove, and 
grounds to make that day the fitteft to be fanétified in Chrift, and 
made the Chriftian Sabbath, as I have before noted, the learned from 
thence do gather,and not without good reafon : That from the begin- 
ning God intended for this day the honour of his weekly Sabbath, in 
the time of the glorious Gofpell. 

_ Secondly, divers of the Ancients have obferved. That God rain- 
ing Manna firft from Heaven to Ifraell on the firft day of the week in 
the wildernefle : as we read Exod.16. did thereby forefhew that this 
was the day which he had appointed tobe the day of the Lord Chrift, 
even the day wherin he who is the heavenly Manna and bread of life 
fhould be given from Heaven in his incarnation, and the day in which 
he fhould come out of the fornace of fiery affli@ions, and be made a 
{trong bread & nourifhment by his refirre@ion,able to feed our foules 
{piritually to life eternal]. And from hence they infer, with the appro- 
bation of divers grave Divines and {choolemen of later times, that 
God did of old intend and purpofe to make this day (ım the times of the 
Gofpell after Chrift fully exhibited and given unto.us, tobe the bread 
L3 of 
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Chap.12 of life and heavenly Manna ) his holy weekly Sabbath and day of fpirj- 
tual] provifion, wherin Chriftians fhould make their weekly provifion 
of {pirituall food,and heavenly Manna to feed their foules: 

Thirdly, divers of the Ancient fathers have obferved, and divers 
both Schoolemen and godly learned writers of the reformed Church 
therein confent with them, That the Lord did of old by his Spirit 
{peaking in the Prophets, foretell the change of the holy Sabbath 
from the feventh to the’firft day of the week, the Lords day, and day 
of Chrifts refurrection. The blefled Martyr Zgzatius ( who lived and 
was growne in the knowledge of Chriftianity in the time of the 
Apoftles,and before the death of S'.?ohz the Evangelift as he himfelfe 
teltifies ) doth in his Epiftle to the Maguefians, not only affirme that 
the Lords day is the Queeneand fupreme Lady ofall dayes, but alfo 
endeavours to proove, that God from the dayes of old had ordained 
it to be the true Chriftian Sabbath, and did forefhew fo much by the 
words of the Prophet Davidin the title of the fixth Pfalme, wherein 
it is called a Pfalme unto the eighth day, that is,in honour of the Lords 
day, which as it is the firft of the week, counting from the creation 
every week feverally by it felfe, and the feventh if we begin our ace 
count with the next day after the Lords day, as the Jewesdid with 
the next after their Sabbath. 

So if we reckon forward from the beginning of the creation into an 
other week it is the eight day. -And alfo learned Augufline and others 
of the fathers,as alfo divers late writers doin this point concurre with 
him, and affirme that God mooving Davidto make fuch honourable 
mention of the eighth day, did forefhew his purpofe & will,to change 
that day by Chrifts refurrection into his holy Sabbath. Some alfo ftom 
Gods inftitution of circumcifion on the eighth day afrer the birth of 
the child which was to be circumcifed, do gather that the eight day, 
after the birth of the world, to wit,the Lords day was before ordained 

_ ofGod tobe notonly the day of Chrifts refurrection and victory over 
fin and death by which fin fhould be cut of and deftroyed, but alfo the 
Chriftian Sabbath, and fo both a fpeciall day of circumcifing their 
hearts to the Lord in the ftate of grace, and alfoa pledge of the fulneffe 
of mortification and fanétification in the day of the laft refurre@tion 

serm de andof entrance into the eternall Sabbath in Heaven. For this purpofe 
tempore, o St. Azften and many other learned men in all ages fince even to 

936, ‘this day, do alledge the plaine words of David, P/al.118,24. ue ere 
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having Prophetically foretold the glorious refarretion of Chrift, how Chap.12 
after that the J ewes had crucified and put him to death, he fhould rife 
upto be the head corner ftone even the rock and foundation ofthe 
Church,(for fo our Saviour, A/at.21.42. and the Apoftle, Adis 4.11. 
do expound Davids words ) he immed ately aflirmes, that this is the 
day which the Lord bath made Wwe Will rejoyce'and be glad in it, That this 
is the day of the Lord Chrift,as S' ohn cals it ,Rev.1.10.Which the Lord 
hath made.That is,in his decree hath already appointed ro be hss koly day, 
we (that is in the time of theGofpell when this ftone is become the 
head of the corner ) Will reioyce and be glad init : that is, rejoyce before 
the Lord withall joy and ferve him, be glad in him with Sabbatucall 
and holy folemnity, and if we confider well the matter and fubftance 
of the 92.7 falme, which is intitled a Pfalme forthe Sabbath, we fhall 
fee that it is moft fit for the day of Chrifts refurrection, fetting forth 
the fruits thereof plainely and after a lively manner, to wit: the folid 
joy of Gods people, and the flourifhing ftate of the righteous in Gods 
Church, and exalting of the horne of Chrift the true Meffiah and King 
ofthe Church. . ’ 

Fourthly,if we confider the diverfity and difference of things which 
are commanded in the law of the Sabbath,and are to be obferved in the 
weekly Sabbath as.it was inftituted by God at the firft, and againere- 
vived in the fourth Commandement, if we call to mind that the law is, 
a mixt law, commanding fome things which concerne the very fub- 
ftance and being of the holy Sabbath, unto which it binds men perpe- 
tually,fuch as are a fit propertion of time one day in every weeke, reft 
and ceffation from common works of this life, and fanétification of it 
by religious exercifes and devoting it to publick affemblies and holy 
worthip. And ather things it commanded which were typicall and 
ceremoniall,and were to have their full accomplifhment in Chrift,and 
tobe in force only untill the full exhibition and revelation of Chrift a 
perfect Redeemer,all which 1 have largely fhewed before, and the beft 
learned have ever held. It willupon thefe grounds neceffarily follow, 
that there muft be a change of the Sabbath from the feventh day, and 
in ref{pect of the tipicall and ceremoniall worfhip,at the full exhibition 
of Chrift, into aday and a worfhip more fit for Chrift given and re- 
vealed, and for the times of the Gofpell. 

Firft it is generally held by the beft learned,- That God by fanéti- 
fying the feventh day and commanding his holy Sabbath to be kept 
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Chap.12 every week on the fzventh day, did therby thew, that in his wifedome 
he faw it ft and neceflary for man to obferve this proportion of time, 
and to devote one day in every week, both to bodily reft and a totall 
ceflation from his own worldly labours,pleafures and delights,and alfo 
to holy and heavenly meditations, and to religious exercifes and holy 
a(femblies, And in theferefpects they call the law of the Sabbath natu- 
rall,meorrall and perpetuall,and they proove it thus. - 

Firft becanfe nature it felfeand common reafon and experience do 
teach, that ever fince mans fall it is naturally neceffary for mans health 
and wellbeing, and for the preferving and upholding of the life and 
ftrength of his labouring and toyling cattell, that he, his fervants and 
cattell,fhould have one dayes reft in feven, And that without this pro- 
portion of time dedicated to holy aflemblies, and exercifes of piety, 
the faving knowledge of God, and true religion and piety cannot well 
be upheld, fraile men would by little and little forget God become ig- 
norant of heavenly things,and fo of the way to eternall reft ; ifit were 
left in mans power to chufe his own time; fome would choofe none at 
all, the reft for the moft part would differ from that time which fome 
thought fit.Others would refufe it as inconvenient,and fo there would 
be no fet ordinary affemblies,Gods worfhip would grow out of ufe. 

Secondly, true piety teachethus ; that we ought to think our felves 
bound in confcience to give and devote fo much of our time at the 
leaft to pious exercifes, as God, in whofe hand we and our times are, 
did require of his people in the obfcurer times of the Old Teftament, 
for the keeping of religion and his werfhip on foote, for preferving of 
the knowledgeand memory of his goodneffe and benefits, and for the 
fanctifying of their weekly laboures and his creatures to their ufe, and 
of themfelves to him, that they might be fitted to fee him in glory. 
For the abundance of grace fhed on us by theGofpell, is a bond and 
obligation to us of much more ferviceand obedience which we owe 
to God. Now God required of them every feventh day to be kept 
holy, and that was the leaft which any of them in any age were 
bound to dedicate to his worfhip. And therfore true piety binds us 
much more to keep an holy weekly Sabbath. f 

Thefe are arguments and proofes, fufficient te fatisfie any man who 
doth not perverfly refift and rebell againft the law of nature. But let me 
here give a caveat by the way: That when the learned call the Sabbath 
and the Jaw of it naturall, we are not to conceive that by naturall,they 
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mean a thing written in mans heart inthe creation, which man was 
made to performe and obey fimply asa reafonable creature and natural 
man (For man was not made for the Sabbath, Mark,2.27.) Neither did 
hie tayle and fweat or need afer weekly ret: Scither did he needa 
weekly folemnity tohelphis memory, or to ftir up his aff-Aions, as I 
have before prooved. But that they underftand by natural, that which 
the very light of naturall reafon fhewes to be moft convenient and ne- 
ceflary for men now corrupt, and which fo fooneas it is commanded 
and revealed by Gods word appeares fo neceffaryin the very nature of 
it,both for mens foules and bodies,that without it they cannot have or- 
dinarily any well being on earth, nor efcape Helland come to Heaven 
after death. This expoljtion learned Zanchyus gives ot hisowne and 
other learned mens {peeches, when they call the law of the Sabbath 
naturall. If,faith he,it were fo naturallas things written in mansheart 
in the creation,then the Heathen Gentiles would have felt themfelves 
bound by it, and would have fhewed it in their practice in fome mea- 


_ fare more or leffe, Nevertheleffe the conclufion of Zanchyus,and other 


learned Divines is firme and fare, upon the former premifes, to wit: 
That Gods firt commandement of the Sabbath, doth perpetually bind 
all Gods people to the worlds end, to keepe a weekly Sabbath, evena 
feventh day in¢very weeke holy to the Lord. 

` Secondly; it is a thing univerfally held by all true Chriftian writers; 
that the Sabbath as it.was limited to the feventh day of the week, and 
wastobe obferved by bodily Sacriaces morning and evening, and by. 
worfhip which confifted in outward rites which were types and fi- 
gures of things which have their accomplithment in Chrift, fo it was 
ceremoniall,temporary andchangeable, Thecommon ground of the: 
fandtifying of the feventh day and tying the Sabbath toit,is held com= 
monly tobe Gods reft onthe feventh day from the work of creation; 
And this is firch a ground as in the fulnes of the time was to give place” 
and did give place toa better reft arifing,& brought in by the finithing | 
ofa more excellent and glorious work of Gods goodnes and bounty. e- 
ven the work of mans redemption. The worfhip of God on the Sabbath: 
of the feventh day inthe old Teftament, by double Sacriftces:and fuch 
rites were but vanifhing fhadowes, the fubftance of them was 
Chrift, and therfore they were to ceafe when the body and fubftance 


caméin, And the particular day it felfe andthe ireft tied to it wasa 


tipeand figure oftrhic death of Chnitt,andof hisreft in the grave,andiof 
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people from the burden of legallrites,and from the guilt of fin and hor- 
rour of confcience, which zs an heavy load did prefle them down, and 
from the maffe of corruption like a weight hanging faft'on them, all 
which Chrift abolifhed by his death and redemption,and fo put an end 
to the Sabbath,as it was tied to the laft day of the weeke. l 

This being commonly held for a certaine truth by the learned Fa- 
thers,and writers ofall ages after them untill this day, prooves fo far as 
their authority and reafon will reach: that though the keeping holy of 
a weekly Sabbath. is a perpetuall day, to which all Gods people are 
bound in all ages: yet the particular day was mutable,and another fpe- 
ciall day was to be appointed and confecrated by him who is the Lord 
of the Sabbath, wherein an holy reft fitter for the time and ftate of the 
new Church muft be kept, with better fervice and folemnity. Inftead 
of bodily facrifices, there muft be offering up of Spirituall facrifices of 
praifes,prayers,almes and works of piety and charity: for flanghtering 
ofbeafts, there muft be mortifying of corruption by holy contrition, 
and killing ofall brutifh lufts and carnall pleafures and delights, by fe- 
perating our felves and fequeftring our minds from them.’ Inftead of 
darke fhaddowes of the law, and obfcure promifes of: Chrift to come, 
there muft be thelight of the Gofpell fhining in the Church and prea- 
ching of Chrift crucified,and raifed up and fet at Gods right hand, sand 
there muft be feeking of Gods face in his naine.and mediation; and of 
acceffe unto God in him by one Spirit. vaii 

Now what day can any man conceive in any reafon fo fit as the 
Lords day, the firft of the week: wherin we Chriftians keep our weekly 
Sabbath? This undoubtedly is the moft fit and convenient Of al dayes, 
as I have largely before prooved. Yea'that this undoubtedly is the only 
particular day which Gods law binds ts to keep holy all the time of 
the Gofpell,even untill we come to the eternall reft in Heaven, I will 
as briefly as I can proove and demonftrate in the laft place, and fo con- 
clude this point of fanctification of the Sabbath, as it is the worke of 
God the law-giver, and is diftinguifhed from mans duty and workef 
fantification. | 2 ' _ 

CHAP, XIII. 


HE firt which isthe maine fundamentall argument, is drawne 


from the foundation upon which God hath from the beginning 
. ~ builded 


e nly AAN e ri n Chapt} 


and undeniable; that whatfocvér things-arè infeperably joynedand 


cleave faft together, they fand-and‘ moove together, tlie onecannot ` 


moove to'any place,but the other of neceflity muft moove withit. -< 

Whatfoever is firmely fetled on arockand infeperably fattened toit, 
and founded on it,muft needs moove with the rock and cannot mooye 
to any place but where the rock is meoved, upon which ground J ars 
guethus: That which is from the beginning founded upon Chrift,and 
fo furely fetled and firmely buildedupon him by God the founder ofall 
things,that it cannot be feperated, it muft needs moove and:change the 
place with Ghrift, and cannot be mooved nor change and’remoove to 
any place but only to that unto which Chrift is remooved;The weekly 
Sabbath from the firft inftitution is founded by God, firmly builded and 
fare fetled upon Chrift the Redeemer, and is infeperably joyned to him. 
Therforeit cannot moove nor change the place,nor be remooved from 
the feventh day to arly other day of the week, unles Chrifvrhe Redes 
mer change his day and moovetogether with it, and 1f he dbtty change 
his folemne day, 1t muft needs be changed- and remooved with him to 
thefame-day. The propofition is undentable:the affumption alfo I have 
fully prooved before, inthe laying openof thé grounds of the Sabbath: 
andtherforethe conclufion is amoft maniféft truely That: whenfoever 
Chrift charlgeth his day and choofeth another, the Sabbath mutt needs 
be raged tothefame day. Which conelufion fully: prooved,I lay it 
downe for a good ground’ and argue thus upon it. 

That-day -which Chrift leaveth and paffeth from it ‘unto another; 
which he chooferh for his {peciall and particulariday. / From that day. 
the Sabbath alfo is-changéd’and moovell, and the. other:day whiely 
Chrift hath chofer, becomes’ alfo immediately the’ particular day: 
of the holy weekly Sabbath: Now the ferenth day which: was the 
fpeciall day of Chrift in the old Teftament, becaufe on it Chrift was 
promifed’a- Redeemer’ of the world, and did firk undettake openly 
and a@tually to mediate for thao isnow ceafed to be Chris pe- 
culiar day, he hath left it,-and lath chofen the firftday, and made 
that his {peciall'and: peculiar day above all otherdayes of the weeke, 
when in‘ith¢e got the victory overdeathy and by His refurreétion en- 
tered into’ his glory: and eternalfteft ; and of aredeemer in promife, 
became a-redeéemer indeed, and fully’ perfeeed mans-redemption. 
Therefore ever fince hath the weekely Sabbath beene remooved to 
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" Secondly, that God did from the beginning purpofe in himfelfe, and 
by many evidences did declare his intent, to change the Sabbath from 
the feventh to the firft day, and alfo in the firft inftitution of the Sab- 
bath, and in the giving of his law for the keeping of it, did intend to 
bind us under the Gofpell to the keeping of our weekly Sabbathon 
the firft day of the weeke, as he boand the fathers to thé eventh day 
in the old Teftament.I proove from the determinate counfell and fore- 
knowledge of God concerning the changes which he foreknew and 
determined to bring to paff, in the foundation, groundsand preroga- ` 
tives of the Sabbath from the feventh tothe firlt day ofthe week, ah his 
a thing which, all mea who have any true knowledge of God muft 
needs know and acknowledge for an undoubted truth,that God whofe 
wifedome is infinite,and his wife providence ordereth and difpofeth all 
things,doth never any thing in vaine, he never layes the foundation in 
any place but there alfo he intends the building, he never brings in the 
proper-canfes any where or in any tiine, but then and there he intends 
to bring in and to produce the proper effets of them, and whatfoever 
commandement God gives to men to performe fome fpeciall duty 
upon fome fpeciall grounds,and for fome fingular caufes,occalions and 
reafons, by;that commandement he binds them to performe the duty 
whenfoever‘and wherefoever he fhewes the grounds and, reafons to 
them,and gives and offers the caufes and occafions, 
So that ifit be made to appeare unto us,that now under the Gofpell, 
God had according, to his own determinate counfell and foreknow- 
ledge changed the foundation of the weekly Sabbath, and remooved it 
andall the grounds, reafons, occaficns and prerogativesofit, from the 
feventh day to the firt whichis the Lords day, we muft needs fee and 
acknowledge, that it was the purpofe, mind and will of God to make 
the Lords day our weekly Sabbath, and in his giving of the firft law of 
the Sabbath, which in the maine fudftance of it is perpetuall,to bind all 
his people after the full exhibition of Chrift to the laft refurre€tion, to 
keep the holy weekly Sabbath on that day. n y 
Now thefe things may fufficiently appeare by the opening and proo- 
ving of divers things before, which I have obferved out of this text,and 
by urging and prefling them home to this prefent purpofea little more 
fully. here againe, 1)fhall put them out, ofall doubt and queftion, and 
make them manife& and cleare to all who do not wilfully {hut their 
eyes 
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eyesagainft thetruth, Firft,that the foundation of the Sabbath is Chrift Chap.13 
the Redeemer, and that all the true and proper grounds, reafons and 
occafions of keeping one day in every week holy to the Lord, are only 
tobe found in Chrift and came in with him I have before fully proo~ 
ved. ` Andas God firft promifed Chrift to become the feed of the wo- 
man,for the Redemption of man-kind, and Chrift did undertake for 
man to mediate for bim on the firft feventh day of the world, and ther- 
upon that day was fanétified to bethe weeky Sabbath: So God had in 
his immutable counfell determined to exhibit Chrift aperfect redeċ- 
mer, and by himto perfect mans redemption on the firft day ofthe 
week, and {o toremoove Chrift the foundation from the feventh day 
of the week to the firft day, together with all other grounds, rea- 
fons, occafions and prerogatives of theholy Sabbath, What greater 
change could be or ever was keard of in Chrift the maine foundation 
both of the Sabbath and of the nniverfall Church, then when ofa Re- 
deemer promifed on the feventh day, and fo continuing all the time of 
the old Teftament while the fathers beleeved only in him promifed & 
not yet come;he became a Redeemer fully exhibited in his refurrection 
on the firft dey of the weeke,and changed the flate of the Church, and 
bringing her from the non-nage and childith eftate of bondage under 
the rudiments of the world,and legal] rites,and carnall ceremonies, to 
the fulnes of her time which Ged had appointed, and to her full age in 
tke new Icflament. And hereby that firft day ofthe week became 
the chiefeft day of the Lord Chrift, even his fpeciall and particular 
day, and came to have all the fubordinate grounds and high pre- 
rogatives of the Sabbath. For in it God perfected his work which 
he had made in the creation by the work of redemption, not promifed 
and undertaken only, as inthe feventh day, but by a better kind of 
perfecting and ending, even by redemption fully finithed, on that day 
Chrift refted from that greater work ofredemption, and declared by 
his refurre@tion, that he had made fall fatisfaGtion for man-kind to the 
juftice of God, and that God refted in his fatisfa@ion, now actually 
made and performed, by amore excellent manner of refting then 
that wherewith he refted,on the feventh, in that fatisfa@ion only 
undertaken and ‘promifed, on that day Chrift got the vi@ory over 
death, hell, finne, the world and the Divell, and becomming im- 
mertall not fubject to die, or fuffer any more, entered into the glorious 
{tate of exaltation and into his eternall i and made way for men to 
2 a that 
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Chap.13 that ‘éternall reft wherof'the Sabbath is both a lively‘pledge, and alfo'a 
powerfull meanes to fit men for it. And in all thefe'refpeéts God blef- 
fed the fitit day of the week, witha bleffing far above his bleMing of the 
feventh day, for that was the promife and undertaking’only, this was 
the vetforh anceaid perfecting of redemption :-and therfore fo far-ex- 
cels that, as'the giving’of a great gift and’ perfecting of a work'ex- 
ceeds the promife of that gift and undertaking of hat work.Now-that 
this temodving ofthe maine foundation öf the weékly’Sabbath, to- 
gether with the fubordimate erounils,-dccafions and prerogatives fit, 
rom the fevdiith day tothe Lords day, “the firft of tie week, came to 
paffe by the detérminate counfell, foreknowledgeand ptovidence of 
God, and that from the beginning and in the firft giving of the law of 
the weekly ‘Sabbath, God did’ purpofe and ititend this change, it‘ap- 
peates' mòlt. plainly By divets reaforis, ’ Fick beeanfe-God ‘is no ‘idle 
{peckator, but the provident ‘Lord and difpofér of all things, which 
come to paffe in the world, and nothing can come'to paffe but fo as he 
hath appointed, and in the time and feafon which he hath determined. 
“The flood and generall deluge by which'the old world was deftroy- 
ëd, carne to’ paffe iu the véry yesre'and day-which‘God had prefixed, 
and did’ foretell £o-Woah one hundred and twenty yeares before. The 
end of Iitaels perégrination and fervitude in A.gypt, came to paffe juft 
at the end of foure hundred and thirty yeares, in the fame day whi¢h 
God had’determined and foretold'to Abraham, Exod.12.41. and fo the 
deliverance of the Hradlites out of captivity, and the decree for‘ their 
returhe carte out at Gods appoirited time, which he had foretold by 
Ferémiah the Prophét,Daa.9.2.23. And the particular time of Chrifts 
fatisfaGtion ‘and ‘attonement for finne, and' bringing in of eternal 
tighteouftiefe, was determined by God, ‘and came to pafleat the end 
of the feventy fevensof yeatés, ‘as it was revealed’ to Daniell in the 
faide Chap.24.ver. >And ina word the very time of Chrifts refurréG- 
on, by the virtne whereof we ate fully redeemed, ‘and fhall in oùt very 
bodies be raifed up to life eterriall and reft in glory,as the Apoftle tefti- 
fies; Rom.6.5 ‘1 (or.15.13521. “Phil3:10, & 1 Pet.1.3. It was de- 
termined by God before the foundation of the world, ‘as the wérds of 
St, Peter do thew, 1 Pet.1.2. Secondly; God in the very creation and 
from the firft beginning of the world, did forefhew that he had a par- 
pote to honour the’ fit day ofthe week above alt the éther dayes, and 
‘te mMekeSt ‘the Lords day and -Chriftan! Sabbath’ by the refirtedtiion 
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of Chrift. In that hemade it the firft fruites oftime, and in it created ‘Chapi13 


the higheft Heaven, the place of the eternall Sabbath, and brought 
forth the light of this inferiour world, by which naturall prerogatives 
hemade this day thetitteft ofall dayes ofthe weck, tobe the day of 
Chriftsrefiarrection, wherin he the Sun of righteoulineffz and light of 
the world ‘rofé up with healing in his wings, and became-the firk 
fruites of them-that fleepe, and by virtue whereof he will bring the 
faithfull into the eternall ret, whereof’ the weekly Sabbath isa pledge 
aiid willmake them partakers of the inheritance of'the Saints in light, 
asthe Scriptures teltifie,1 Cor: 5.20, Coloftr.12. 

Lipon thefe premifes before prooved at large,and here againe prefled 
home'to the purpofe, he con¢luion followeth neceflarily that it was 
the purpofe, intent and will of God ; to. make the firft day of the week, 
the Lords day ant the Chriftian Sabbath, and-in the firlt inftitution df 
the Sabbath, ard by his firft law of the Sabbath ( which in the maine 
fabftance of it is perpetuall ) to bind all his people in the:time of his 
glorious Gofpell, to obferve that day only fortheir holy weekly Sab- 
bath; untillthey cometo that whereof the Sabbath is lively pledge, 

‘even the eternal] ret of glory in Heaven, 

Thirdly whatfoever tends moft to the perfet fulhlling of any fpeciall 
Jaw-and commandement of God given to man, and is manifeltly made 
Iknown to man to be moft agreeable to Gods will revealed in that law, 
znd to the’énds and ufes whichGod openly pretendeth therein,’ that 
imanis Chiefy bound to do by that law and conmmandément. Thisis a 
‚moft certaine and undoubted truth. For Gods generalt commandement 
‘js, that we love him with all our heart, and -worihip and ferve him 
-withalt our fouleand all our ftrength, Dewt.6,5 :&¢ ALat.22.37. 

- 'Now the willof God revealed in this firft inftitution,and fantifying 
of the Sabbath, and in the fourth Commandement of the law, is often 
repeated and urged by AZo/es and the Prophets, ‘is more perfectly ful- 

filled in the right fan@tification of the Lords day under the Gofpell, 

‘then it "was in the obfervation of the feventh, the Sabbath of theold 

"TeRament, and whatfoever neceffary duty God in the law of the Sab- 

“bath requireth of man from the beginning, or whatfoever end and nfe 
he openly pretendeth, his law ef the keeping of the holy Sabbath that 

‘ismore fully obtained, effected and brought to` paffe by an holy fan&i- 

‘fication of the Lords day, and by keeping itan holy Sabbath to the 

"Lotd nowy under’ the Gofpell. Therefore by‘ the law “of the‘Sabbath 
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Chap.13 givenat the firft,and by the fourth Commandement repeated and ex- 
planed,Chriftians are bound to keep the Lords day which is the firft 
of the week for their weekly Sabbath. | 

Ifany man doth make doubt of the affumption in this {yllogifme;It 
is eafily proved by a particular enumeration,both of the particular fab- 
ftantiall and neceflary duties which Gods word requires in the Sab- 
bath ; and alfo of the ends and ufes for which God requires an holy 
Sabbath to be kept every feventh day, 

The firft main duty from which the feventh day acquires the name 
of Sabbath, is reft and ceffation ftom all world] labours, pleafures ‘and 
delight,wherin man is to withdraw his mind from Worldly cares and 
fecular affairs, which concern this fraile earthly life, and isto give reft 
and refrefhing to his own body, and to the bodies of his children, fer- 
vants,{trangers,and toyling cartell,7s a ppears, Exod,20,10. Lfa5 8.1 3. 

And the proper end and ufe of this reft is. Firft to admoniithaman 
that he muft not place nor feck felicity in this world,nor fincè his fall 
and breaking of the Covenant of works by his difobedience, hope for 
any happineff2 or felicity either here or elfe where to ‘be purchafed by 
his own works of Righteoufnes, which he either 1s,or was able in the 
firft creation to performe in his own perfon. Secondly, to fhew that 
Gods juft wrath appeafed by Chrift, and the fting of death and the 
curfe and bitternes of mans forrows, and toilfome labours which God 
impofed on him for his tran{greffion,is taken away,and God will not 
have his people to torment their bodies with continual! toile, and 
painfull labour,but to eafe and refrefh themfelyes with a weekly reft, 
Thirdly, to make men take notice that God hath a provident and fa- 
therly care of his creatures both men and beafts, hates all metciles cru- 
elty and oppreffion of their very bodies,and will have them fo refreth- 
ed and eafed that they may laft the longer, and go cheerfully through 
their weekly labours. 

Fourthly, to fhew that in Chrift upon whom the Sabbath is founded, 
there is {pirituall reft and cafe and refrefhing of the foul,from the hea- 
vy burden of fin, and the iniferies of fin, to be found of all them who 
being heavy laden do fiee to him,and in him place their hope and con- 
fidence. 

Fiftly, to put us in mind of Gods refting in Chrifts mediation from 
the work of creation, and that he hath wholy given over all purpofes 
and thoughts of repairing the world, and reltoring man fallen and cor- 
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rupted by any work of creation,and hath fet his mind on another kind Chap.13 
of work,even the work of redemption by Chrift,and the new creation 
ofheavenly fpirituall and fiipernaturall graces and perfetioas in men 
by his holy Spirit. ny 

Sixthly,to be a figneand memoriall of Chrift his fall perfecting of 
the work of mansredemption,andofhis perfed fatisfation made to 
the jaftice of God for fraile fintull men, 

Laftly, tobe a token and pledge of the eternall réft in heaven, and of 
the fabbathifine which after the labours and troubles of this life, the c- 
lect and faithfull people of God {hall enjoy for ever in the world to 
come. 

Now there is no day in all the week,in which this firft main duty of 
the Sabbath can fo well be performed, for the ends and ufes, as on the 
Lords day which is the Chriftian Sabbath. The feventh day never yeel- 
ded half fo much light and helps to Gods people in the old Teftament 
for thefe purpofes,as the Lords day doth tous under the Gofpell. For 
the Lords day.in which Chrift arofe ftom death, and entered into his 
glory,and perfected the work of Redemption, it difcovers Chrift the 
main Foundation of all reft;and even of the Sabbath it felf more plain- 
ly untous, and in itbeing beautified and adorned with fo many blef- 

ings and prerogatives which Gods word gives to it, we may as in 
a cleare glaffefee and behold Chrift with open face, we fee in his re- 
furrection Gods juftice fully fatisfied, his wrath appeafed, redempti- 
‘on fully perfected, Gods refting.in Chrifts mediation, eternal! reft pur- 
ichafed by Chrift for ns, and gained to himfelf, and Heaven opened un- 
‘tous, and fin, death and hell already overcome and conquered.” And 
therfore there is no day by many degrees, fo fit asthis day of Chrifts 
vedurreGtion to makeus reft comfortably in our bodies and minds from 
worldly cares, and bodily labours, and in our foules and confcien- 
ces fromthe burden of finne and the guilt therof; No day or time 
can fo plainly fhew unto us, that our felicity isnot in this world, 
norto be obtained and purchafed by the righteoufnefle of our owne 
works. This fets before us Chrift raifed for our juftification. This 
fhews Godsaboundant mercy and compaffion to us, and that he 
hates all crueltiesandoppreflions. And thisis a fpeciall meanes to 
bring usta theiaflurance! of the blefled hope and eternall reft referved 
in Héaven for us, And therfore the firft main duty with all the parts 
therof,and the fpeciall erids and ufes of it, are more fully performed 
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and obtained in the obfervation of the Lords day forthe shal weekely 
Sabbath,then they poilibly can be now by us, orcould be ofeld onthe 
Sabbath of the feventh day,by the fathers in the old Teftamnent, 

The fecond maine duty of the Sabbath is, fan@ufying and hedting 
ofitholy tothe Lord,which comprehends in it many {peciall and par- 
ticular duties, 1. Setting of their affections even their joy and:de 
light wholy upon God and heavenly things. 2. H bhonr inal aie. 


‘flipping of God in their hearts with holy thoughts.and meditations, 


by their lips with holy prayers,praifes and thanksgiving, in:theirout- 
ward actions by preaching, hearing, reading and repeatingiofGods 
word,and folemne commemoration of his promifes, mercies and blef- 
fings in the word and Sacraments. 3. Teaching and-learning ald holy 
duties which tend to bring us neerer to God imChrit, 4. Offering 
{pirituall facrificesto God of {weet favour, fuchias arealimefdeedsand 
works of inercy and charity,, wherby. othersimray be made ta tafte of 
Gods goodnefiz,and ftirred up toland, and-praife hisname: 2 i 4. 
All thefe-are comprehended. wider the maine duty of fandtifyin’ the 
holy Sabbath-which the Lord commands exprefly inthe law,and they 
are commended- tous by the Prophet, //4:56.4.8& 58.03. And the: pra- 
per end and ufe of this duty and all the parts therof; is. Firft touake 
us fet our affections on things which are aboveand nat onthings be- 
low, andto ftir usup to feeke eternall life and_heavenly} happineffe in 


‘ 


Chrift only,and-in him crucified and raifed up. ~ s i 
Secondly, to continue and increale in fraile men the knowledgeand 
memory. of Chrift, and of the way toeternall life and: bleffednefiein 
him, which without keeping holy-of a weekly Sabbath;. would faite 
and ceafeamong thefons of men. Lt ao ts ete, 
Thirdly, to beget and increafe true grace and holineffe in men by'exe 
ercifing holy dutiesof religion ;. and fo to bring them by juftification 
and adoption; to theright ofinheritance in Heaven, and by fanétifica» 
tion to At them:for the poffeflion of it. . Now’ the obfervation of the 
Lords day; in-which. Chrift arofe, is fuch asimay far more powerfilly 
and eff:ctually moove men to the performance of thief dit ies, and 
lead men more directly to the properend and ufe ofthem; then the 
old Sabbath.of the feventh day eithernow can,or of old could: do when 
it was moft in force. Forit had no other lighvor lifein it, but onely 
from obfcure promifes, and darke fhaddowes through which Chrilt 
was feene as things farre off are feene,. and in the ftarrelight nights. 
But 
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But the Lords day the firt day of the week, hath light and life from Chap.13 
the Sun of righteoufneffe Chrift who in it rofe up tobe the light of life 
to all nations, and hath brought life and immortality to light by the 
Gofpell, and difcovered to us the kindnefle and love of God and the 
riches of his goodnefle, in giving grace and fhedding his Spirit onus 
abundantly here,and fo fitting us for glory hereafter, And therfore this 
day muft needes be of great force and power, far above the feventhday, 
to make men fet their affe&tions on God and heavenly things,efnecially 
upon “the inheritance incorruptible and undefiled which fadeth not 
away , referved iñ Heaven for us, unto which God hath begotten us by 
the refurrection of Chrift from the dead,1 Pet.1.3. It is alfo powerfull 
and excellent to incite and {tir usup te honourGod in cur hearts, by 
the due confideration of his goodnes and mercy. Alfo it much furthe- 
reth us to proclaime the high praifes of our God and king, and to make 
prayers and fupplications to him. Befides to make us helpfull unte 
others, in feeking after their falvation. And thus we may fee what are 
Sabbath duties,even the works of piety ,mercy,charity,c*c, pleafing to 
God,and by which others may be brought to joyne with us,in lauding 
and praifing God,and we our felves fitted for glory, 
Upon thefe points fo fully prooved. The conclufion followes necef- 
farily : that the law by which God firft inflituted the Sabbath on the 
firt feventh day of the world, doth bindus under the Gofpell to keepe 
the Lords day for our weekly Sabbath. 
Fourthly, that day which God hath made moft hononrable, and hath Argin. 
given it a moft honourable name and title above all the dayes ofthe 
week, to that he hath given the prerogative tobe the weekly Sabbath, 
and hath made it his day of holy reft. For it isa property ofthe Sabbath, 
tobe the Lords holy and honourable day, as the Evangelicall Prophet 
Tfaiah thewes,1/2.5 8.13. and making of it honourable, is making of it 
the Sabbath. Now the firft day of the week isthe day which God hath 
honoured above all dayes, by the glorious victory of Chrift over death 
and over all enemies and powers of darknes,and toit he hath given the 
moft honourable name and tithe: Forthe holy Evangelift and divine 
Apoftle St.foh2, who was theantimate, beloved and bofome Difciple 
of the Lord, and did beft know his mind,cals it the Lords day. Rev.. 
10,that is, theday which the Lord hath made the day of great joy and 
gladneffe to hispeople, as David foretold, P /al.118. which day the 
Lord Chrift hathappropriated'to himfelfeand his honour, and honou- 
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Chap,13 red with his own name, as he isthe Lord God, one Jehovah with the 
Father. For the Greek word (xtpros) Lord,is in refpect of the roote from 
whence it is derived,the fame in fignification with Gods proper name 
Jchovah,and moft commonly in the new Teftament, is ufed to expres 
that facred name. Therfore it is now under the Gofpell made by God 
himfelfe the weekly Sabbath. 

The fifth argument 1s grounded upon the words of our Saviour, Mat. 
12.8.8 Afark,2.27,28, Where he faith,thae the Sabbath Was made for 
man and not man for the Sabbath, Ther fore he even as he is the fonne of man 3 
or God made manu the Lord of the Sabbath, 

The firt claufe,to wit: (the Sabbath Was made for man, )aotes out unto 
us two things.1. That ihe Sabbath was firft inftituted for man,even by 
reafon of the Sonne of God promifed to become man, and fo he is the 
foundation of it, 2, That it was made for man, that is, for the man 
Chrift,and for the beneat ofall man-kind in him, for his honour and the 
advancement of his kingdome among men, and for the good of men, 
both naturall and civill, in refpect of weekly reft, and refrefhing, and 
alfo {pirituall,as knowledge, inftruction,growth in grace and holineffe. 

The fecond claufe ( wat man for the Sabbath) fhewes that the 
Sabbath is not one of thofe things which man was made to obferve 
inthecreation, neither is the law of it written in mansheart inthe 
creation: it was the fall of man and his corruption, which caufed 
him to ftand in need of a weekly reft, and of holy Sabbath exercifes, 
to worke good in him, and to bring him neerer to God. And being 
made for mansufe, he may in cafeof neceffity difpence with outward 
ebfervations of the Sabbath : and the fame muft give place to works of 
neceffity which cannot be omitted either without loffe of life,or fome 
certaine lofie or mifchiete, 

The third claufe(7 her fore is the Sonne of max Lordalfe of the Sabbath) 
doth give us tounderftand that the ufe of the Sabbath was founded on 
Chrif promifed to be Lord of the Sabbath, and was. in and under him 
made man, neceffary for the profit of man corrupted,not for man in in- 
nocency.T herfore Chrift the Son of man is.Lord of the Sabbath, that is, 
he hath the true proper right and propriety init, for to make it ferve 
for his ufe being the Lord and poffeffor of it,and he hath authority and 
power over it,{o that it is at his command, either'to be or not tobe in 
ufe,either the feventh day or upon fome other day of the week. Now 
we neverread, that Chri exercifed any Lordfhip over the Sabbath as 
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he is the Son of man,either to command it or to change it, but only in Chap.13 
thefe two refpeéts. Firft that he brought it firft into the world by un- 
dertaking to be the feed of the woman and the fon of man, and fo tt 

was fetled on the feventh day, in which he was promifed during the 

time of the old Teftament, while he was a Redeemer promifed. 

Secondly,that he by his refurrection in which he perfected redemp- 
tion, did confecrate the firft day and made it the moft honourable day, 
fit tobe the Sabbath of the new Teltament, and alfo gave commande- 
ment to his Apcfties fo to ordaine in all Churches. Befides this Lord- 
fhip and power of Chrift as fonne of man over the Sabbath, we can- 
not conceive or e any other. Therefore undoubtedly he hath 
changed ıt to the firit day of the weeke, and as Lord of it hath given 
commandement for this change and alteration. 

The fixth Arg.ıs drawne from Gods fan&ifying ofthe Lords day by 6 Argu- 
his Sonne Chrift more fully and excellently then he did the feventh peze. 
day in the firft inftitution of the Sabbath. For feeing the making of 
the feventh day tobe the holy Sabbath, is the fanétifying of it,as the 
words of my text fhew.and alfo the words of the law, Evod,20.13. It 
muft needs hereupon be granted, that what day God by his Son Chrift, 
hath in al! re{peéts more fully and excellently fanatified, then the fe- 
venth day was fanétified when God made it the Sabbath, That day 
Godby Chrift hath madehis holy Sabbath, and fo itis worthy to be 
efteemed, and fo isto be obferved inthe new Teftament. But now 
it is moft certaine and manifeft : That the Lord God by his Son Chrift 
` hath in all refpe&ts more fully and excellently fandtitied the firft day 
of the week, in which Chriit arofe from death (as appeares by divers 
things whichI have formerly touched.) Firft he in that day more 
abundantly revealed his holineffe to the world, in that he declared 
Chrift our Redeemer andthe head of the whole body the Church, 
To be the Sonne of God With power, acccrding to the Spirit of holineffe by 
the refarrection from the dead, Rom,1.3. 

Secondly, he then opened as it were the flood-gates of Heaven, that 
holineffe might be more abundantly with his Spirit powred out upon 
all feh, when Chrift was rasfed up and exalted by Gods right hand, 
that he might fhed his Spirit on all forts of people of all nations, as we 
read. Aéts.2.33, Yea in that in the feaft of Penticoft which was the 
firft day of the week, and the 49. day after Chrifts refurre@tion, the 
Holy Ghoft was fent downeupon the Apoftles to fanétifie them, and 

to 
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Chap.13 preachthe Gofpell unto all nations which they prefently did, and the 


7. Argu, 


fame day converted 3 000.foules,herein he hewed his holineffe more 2- 
bundantly then before, 

Thirdly, It is pioufly heldby many Divines,that among other things 
which after his refirrrection Chrift {ake to his Difciples, concerning 
the Kingdome of God,that is the Church under the Gofpell : this was 
one, namely, of the keeping of the holy Sabbath, and holy affemblies, 
or gathering of the Saints together upon the firft day of the week:For, 
immediately after,the Apoftles obferved that day, and all Churches ia 
all ages {ince have followed their example, Therfore it isGod who by 
his Son Chrift hath made this firft day that is,the Lords. day the week- 
ly Sabbath of Chriftians. ` 

I might here add for further proofcofthis truth, an obfervation of 
divers godly and learned writers, to wit; that our Saviour fan&ifed 
the firft day of the week mere then any other day by his practtife and 
example,in that he did moft commonly appeare to the Difciples after 
his Refurrection,and came amongft them when they were affembled 
together on that day, and taught and infirncted them and breathed on 
them,fo we read, £4k.24.13,36.@ [ohn 20.19,22. 

Seventhly, That which the Apofle taught by word and writing and 
ordained in all Churches of Chriftian Gentiles,and confirmed by their 
conftant practife, is undoubtedly a Commandement which they recei- 
ved from the Lord Chrift, it appears, 4.15.23. where they proferfe 
that what they preferibed to the Chriftian Churches was the diate 
and fentence firlt of che Holy Ghoft,and thea of them joyntiy. And our 
Saviour tels us that the Holy Ghoft leads men into ail truth by fpea- 
king his word only to them and calling it to theirremembrance, Poh 
16,13,34.therforeit was Chrift his word and ordinance.St. Parl alfe 
profeffeth that he delivered unto them fuch traditions as he received 
from the Lord,1 (0r.11.23. And againhe faith, 1 Cor.14.37. fany 
man thinke himfelf to be a Prophet or Spirituall, tet lim know, that the things 
which? write unto you are the Commandements of the Lord. Now it is 
manifeft ın the Gofpell, and in the writings of the new Teitament : 
that it wasa conftant practife of the Apoltles to keep their affembiies 
with one accord on the firft day of the week,fo we read, 70b,.20.19,26 
A f,2,1,2,and in thofe their affemblies the Lord Chrift prefented hun- 
felfe to them bodily,and by the vifible appearanceand powerfull ope- 
ration of his Spirit. Alfo .4@2,20,8, St, Paul on that day kept an ie! 
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Affembly at Troas, and there he preached and adminiftred the Sacra- Chap. 13 


ment cf the Lords Supper and performed holy exercifes ofthe Chrifti- 
an Sabbath. And the fame Apoltle gave a precept and commandement 
tothe Corinthians even the fame which he there faith he had ordained 
inthe Churches of Galatia, 1 (or.16. 1,2. to wit, that they thould 
obferve the firft day of the week,and in their Holy affemblies on that 
day offer up pleafing Sabbath Sacrifices, that is do good and diftribute 
to the neceflities of the Saints, with {fuch Sacrifices God is well plea- 
fed,Hebr, 13.16. 

Therfore undoubtedly it is the ordinance and commandement of 
Chrift, whtch the Apcftle received from him.That the firft day of the 
week fhould be the holy Sabbath,and the day of weekly holy Aff2m- 
blies to all Chriftians. The eighth argument is drawn from the blefling 
of ftability wherwith God hath bleffed the Sabbath of the firft day, the 
joy and comfort and great benefit which moft godly and religious 
Chriftians find-in it, and the tedioufnes of it to carnall people, and the 
loathfomneffe of 1t to all fuch as are oppofites to Chrift,and aliens from 
his grace. This is moft true which grave and learned Gamaliell {pake 


in the counfell of the high Priefts and Elders of the Jews. That which 
is of men and not an Ordinance of God, if it concerne Religion, it- 


will come to nought, it cannot continue in force, nor profper any long 
time, 4é,5.38. And furely if the Chriftian Sabbath, and keeping holy 
of the firft day of the week were an invention of men, and not the or- 
dinance of the Lord Chrift, it could not prevaile and ftand in force in 
all Chriftian Churches,and in all ages by an uniforme confent without 
interruption, The moft godly zealous, and religious Chriftians, would 
find no folid joy and comfort in it,nor any bleiling from Cod in their 
religious obfervation of it, And the world of carnallmen who hate 
Chrift and his ordinances, would not be {o opposte to it,as to hate and 
loath it.For the world loveth her own. But all carnall worldlings and pro- 
fane perfons, do fo hate it,as they hate Chrift, and it is loathfome and 
tedious to them, and notwithftanding many and great o,pofitions of 
profane perfons. Yet we fee it {tands firm in all ages fince the Apoftles, 
and in all Chriftiap Churches,None but Heretiks have rejsted it, and 
all godly Chriftians find folid joy and abundance of bieffings in the ftri- 
&eft obfervation of it. Therfore it is moft certainly no humane inventi- 
on, but Chrifts ordinance, Itis he who hath made the firft day of the 
week his own holy day ,and our weekly Sabbath. The 9.Arg.is drawn 
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Chap.13 from the manifeftation of Gods wrath againft the open profaners of 
' the Lords day, and from the great and fearfull judgements, which 

God hath in former ages, and doth ftill execute on the defpifers and 
polluters of the Chriftian Sabbath. Itiscertain that the Lord doth 
not cut offor confume men in wrath, but for fome notable fcandaleus 
fins and tranfgreffions againft fome exprefle Law and Commande- 
ment,he makes no men examples of vengeance by fudden and fearfull 
deftru€tion, and notable plagues, but for fome notable fin, and all no- 
table fins are tranfgreffions of Gods Law, committed againft his re- 
vealed willand word. Now as the Hiftorics of all ages do affoord 
many examples of fearfull judgements fuddenly executedand inflid- 
edon wilfull profaners of the Lords day in former times. So I could 
rehearfe and relate above thirty examples of Gods vengeance, which 
he hath fhewed openly inthis Land within the {pace of two yeares, 
upon {uch as have fhewed open contempt of this Chriftian Sabbath, 
{ome of which he shath ftricken with fudden death by his mediate 
hand, others he hath devoured with waters,and fome he hath cut offby 
furfets which they got in dancing and drinking on the Lords day, and 
{ome he hath fired out of their houfes in the midft of their drinking and 
jollity,and confumed all their fubftance. And thefe judgements have 
{uddenly and unexpectedly befallen them inthe very a&t of their tranf- 
greffion, while they were in the midft of their actions, very bufie about 
their owne works,{ports and pleafures. And by thefe things it is as 
cleare as the light,and manifeft to our eyes and outward fences, that 
God is moft fevere againtt the profanation of this day,and that it is ap- 
parent that his Son Chrift made this day his holy Sabbath, and com- 
mands all men to keep it. Lafily,we have cleare teltimonies both from 
the Apoftles themfelves, that the day wherin Chriftians keepe their 
Sabbath,even the.firft day cf the week is the Lords peculiar day, Rev.1, 
10. And alfo from all the moft ancient Fathers and learned Chriftian 
writers which fucceeded the Apoftles inthe next enfuing ages, that 
the Lord Chrift changed the holy Sabbath to this day ,confecrated it by 
his re{urreétion,and that all Chriftian Churches fromthe time of the 
Apoftles kept their holy reftin it, and devoted it to publike exercifes 
of Religion,and of Gods worthi p and counted it the Queen of dayes, 
the fupreme Lady and Princefle, and worthy to be obferved and fan- 
tified with Sabbaticall folemnities. Zgnatius cals it,re Baorrida W oTa- 
eo qor pusoy, Epift, ad magrefios, fuftin Martyr 2. Apor a: 
efcribes 
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deferibes the obfervationof it in his times, and tels us, that Chri- Chap,13 
ftians {pent it in reading, preaching, prayer, adminiftration of the 
Sacraments, offering of almes, and other publike worfhip of God in 
their publik affemblies,befides private exercifesof Religion, Tertullian 
alfo acknowledgeth this firft dayes Sabbath and none other, /ib,adver/us 
Gent p.4r.& 15 5.Eufetins lib.4,Eccle,Aiftcr.cap.22. brings in the pro - 
feflion of Dionysius Corinthus who faith thus.T hs day We kept holy the 
Lords day, St.cAujftin in his 119. Epiftle, and in the 22. Booke, 
De (Çivit. Dei, Cap.30. © Serm, de verbis Apoftoli iş. And ma- 
ny other which it would be a tediofs thing here to rehearfe, e- 
{pecially feeing I have before mentioned divers of their teftimo- 
nies, which tend to this purpofe, and fhall produce fome alfo 
hereafter. Now upon all thefe Arguments laid together, I hope 
we may boldly and confidently conclude againft all both Jewith Sab- 
batarians, who retain the old abolithed Sabbath of the feventh day; and 
alfo unchriftian Antifabbatarians who deny the Lords day to be the 
Sabbath under the Gofpel,that this is the weekly Sabbath which Gods 
people by Gods Law and Chrifts appointment are enjoyned to keepe 
holy tothe Lord. > 

And that this Sabbath of the Lords day, cannot be changed but 
muft ftand firme,and be {till in force among all Gods people untill the 
end of the world and the laft RefurreGtion, I will briefly demonftrate 
and fhew by two plain reafons which I hove none will deny, and thus 
I framethem. The firft is grounded on Chrifts words, AZark.2. verf. 
28.thusI frame it. 

That Which hath Chrift, as hee is become the Sonne of man, Lord 
of it, muft necds exif? and have a being under him as Hee + the 
Sonne of man, that isin the time of the Gospel. The Sabbath hash 
Chrif the fon of man Lord of it, Marr,2,.28.Therfore it continues in being 
under (hrif, 

Whatfoever ordinanceof God is given to his people to be unto 
them a token and pledge of {fome great blefling and future good pro- 
mifed, that God willhave them to keepe fafe and to hold faft, untill, 
they receive the bleffing and come te the full pofleffion of it. This 
is manifeft by the Types and Sacraments of the Law,which could not 
be abolifhed nor without finne purpofely negle@ed untill Chrift was 
fully exhibited,of whom they were fignesand pledges,and he was the 
body and fubftance. And we find by daily experience, that the loo- 
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Chap.14 fing or cafting away of the pledge, is the forfetting er foregoing ofa 
mans right wherof it isa pledge: If we will receive thebleffins we 
muft do the condition of it. Now the obferving of a weekly Sabbath 
is not only a figne of erernall reft in Heaven,but alfoatoken and pledge 
of it,given in the beginning, together with the firt promife of Chrift, 
and conveyed over from the fathers to us,and f2tled on the day where- 
in Chrift arofe from death,and perfected mans redemption, That it is 
a pledge of the Sabbathifme which remaines for the people of God, 
the Apoftles words imply, Heb.4.9. Andthe bef learned have ever 
held it to be our pledge of eternall reft in Heaven. As Anfen Toma, 
Qusfi.162,and lib.contra Adimantum.cap.13.and divers others, Ther- 
fore the holy weekly Sabbath upon the Lords day mutt be obferved by 
all Gods people, and the law of the Sabbath binds them therunto per- 
petually to the end of the world ; and to the day ofrefurre&tion to glo- 
ry. And thus I have finifhed the Do@trine of the fan&tification of the 
Sabbath, as it is the proper a&t of God,even his feperating of the feventh 
day to be an haly reft,by his word and commandement. 


CHAP XJ ee 


Of mans Fa thing which now followeth next in order,is mans fan&itying 
fanttifi- 1 the weekly Sabbath and keeping ofa feventh day holy to the Lord, 
cation of whichGod hathimpofed onhim for aneceffury holy duty, when by 
ve Sab- his word and commandement he blefled and fanctified it, as here we 
4), read in the words of my text.For Geds fanctifying of dayes,times and 
Bo isnot any infùfing of his holy Spirit into them as he doth into 

is Saints,even holy Angels and men,but his giving ofa law and com- 
mandement te men to obferve and keepe them after an holy manner, 

andto ufe and imploy them to holy, heavenly and fapernaturall ufe, 
eventodivine worfhip and exercifes of piety and religion, as I have 

before prooved plainely. And in that God fandtified the feventh day, 

that is,gave a law in the beginning to manto keep and obferve it for 

an holy Sabbath as my text fhewes, Therfore it isa neceflary duty im- 

pofed by God upon man fo to obferve and keep an holy Sabbath every 

feventh day, or afeventh day in every week, and that duty of mans 
fanétification and keeping holy the Lords Sabbath, comes now in or- 

der tobe handled, whichis here neceffarily implied and included in 


the words of my text.In the opening and handling wherof, J purpofe 
to 
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to proceed in this method and order. Firtt I will fhew that this duty Chap.14 
offanétifying an holy Sabbathto the Lord, is impofed by this act of 
God onall man-kind, and the childrenof men are bound unto it from 
the feventh day of the world, after the firft beginning of the creation, 
untill that lat day of the generall refurrection and judgement, in 
which they fhall be called toan account and reckoning of all things 
which they have done in thislife. Secondly,I will fhew how far,and 
upon what termesand conditions men are bound to this duty by Gods 
law, given for that purpofe in his a& of fanctitying the Sabbath, Third- 
ly I will thew more {pecially the fpeciall works wherin the fan@ih- 
cation and obfervation of the weekly Sabbath confifteth. 
The duties are of three forts. 1. Some are commortto all Gods peo- 
ple inall ages from the beginning, and all ftates and conditions of the 
Church, both in the old and new Teftament. 
-Soineare proper to the fathers of the old Teftament, while the Sab- 
bath was limited to the laft day of the week, and grounded upon 
Chrift promifed only. 3. Someare proper to the Church and people 
of God under the Gofpell inthe new Teftament, when the Sabbath is 
changed to the firft day of the week, even the Lords day, and builded 
upon the finifhing of mans redemption,and Chrift fully exhibited,and 
Gods refting in Chrifts fatisfa@ion confummated, which is amore 
excellent ground. Ofall thefe in order. 
The firft pomt(coneerning the obligation of all man-kind tothe kee- 
ping of an holy weekely Sabbath from the firft feventh day ofthe 
world unto the laft refurre@ion, when the eleé and faithfull fhall both 
in their {cules and Lodies,enter into the eternal reft in Heaven ) may 
te preoved by divers Arguments. 
My firft Argument 1s drawne from the law by which God here in z, Argun. 
my text did firft bind man to this duty : and thus I briefly frame it, 
That duty which God hath enjoyned by a commandement given to 
our firft parents, without limitation, exception or exemption of any, 
that he hath impofed by his commandement upon Adam and all his 
feed and pofterity in his loynes, and they are all bound unto it to the 
worlds end. 
The fanctifyin g ofa feventh day in every week,& keeping it an holy 
Sabbath, isa duty injoyned by aCommandement which God gave to 
Adam without limitation or exemption of any of his feed and potteri- 
ty. Therfore it isa duty impofed by God upon all man-kind, and they 
O are 
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Chap.14 are bound unto it in all ages untill the end of the world. 

The firft propofition cannot with any colour ofreafon be denied: 
ifany fhall object that God gave to Adam upon the promife of Chrift 
alaw of facrificing cleane beafts,and offering firft fruites which bound 
him and his feed in his loynes: and yet they are not bound by it inall 

-ages,but only untill the comming of Chrift, and his offering of himfelf 
a Sacrifice which is the fub{tance of all facrifices, and after that men are 
bound no longer to that duty.1 anfwer,that though the lait of facrifices, 
and of other fervice and worfhip, which werc types and fhadows, was 
given to Adam uponthe firk promife without expreffe limitation, and 
reached to his feed in his loynes,andas Cain and Abell, fo Noah, Abra- 
ham and all thePatriarches,and people of God were bound to that duty 
untilChrift,yet there was alimitation in the things commanded, which 
being types and fhadows only of Chrift promifed, were of no ufe, 
but only while Chrift was yet expected, and not actually offered up a 
facrifice of perfect attonement,and Gods peopl: had need of fuch types 
and figures to lead them to Chrift. Therforethis Objection doth not 
touch,nor infring this propofition which {peaks of a law, and of a duty 
which is of ufe toall mankind in all their generations. 

The aflumption alfo is manifeft. For here we havea Law given to 
Adam, when all mankind were in his loynes,commanding a duty even 
the fanctifying ofa weekly Sabbath, which hath beene and is of as 

`. great ufeafter Chrift as before, For as the J/raelites were bound unto 
this duty by God, E xod.16.23,28.8& 20,8.even inall their generations, 
as appears, 7er.17.21. fo alfo Gods people are bound to it under the 
Gofpell, whither they be {trangers which joyn themfelvesto the Lord, 
and lay hold on his Covenant, //2.5 6.6,7.that is, Churches of the belei- 
ving Gentiles,or natural I/ractires after their long hardneffe, in the laft 
daies, converted to Chrift the repairer of the breach and builder up of 
the old Wafte places after many generations, Ifa,58.12,13,14. And I 
de not think there is any man profeffing Chriftianity dare be fo impu- 
dent asto affirm, that any of Gods people in any age are exempted from 
the holy duties by which the Sabbath is fanétihed, and a feventh day in 
every week kept holy to the Lord, or that we in thefe evill and perilious 
times have not as much need of them,for the upholding of true Religi- 
on,and for the increafe of grace and godlinefk inour hearts. Thérfore 
xndoubtedly all mankind in all generations and ages are bound to keep 

a weekly Sabbath. 
My 
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My fecond Argument 1s drawne from the duty it felfe, of keepingChap.14. 
holy afeventh day weekly tothe Lord, and thus I frame it, Every 2. Arga, 
duty ımpofedon Adamand Fis pofterity by Gods Commandement 
which is 1n it felf perpetualiy holy and juit, and of as greatufe to ail 
men in all ages,and as necs flarily in all refpects as it was in Adam when 
God firft enjoyned it by his Law ; that belongs to li menkind,and all 
the pofterity of Ada are bound therunto in all ages tothe end of the 
world. The keeping ofan holy weekly Sabbath,and fanctify ing ofa fe- 
venth day in every week,is fuch a duty. Therfore tt belongs to all man- 
kind,and all Adams pofterity are bound to it inallages to the end cf tie 
world. 

The propofition is fo mauifefily true, that there can be no excepticn 
againtt it,to deny it isto deny that greateft of Gods commandements, 
which faith that Gods people ought ro feare the Lord, and walke in his 
wayes,and to love and ferve him with all their heart and with all their foule, 
and with all their might.Deut.6.5.& 10,12. For wholoever exempts 
himfelfjor others from a duty which is perpetually holy and juft, and 
ufefull and neceffary for all men,he in fo doing, refufeth to ferve God 
with all his heart, fouland might,and teacheth others to tranfgreffe that 
great commandement, The zffumption alfo is an undoubted truth, For 
firft there can be no time nor age named fince mans fall and corruption, 
which brought all mankind under the bondage of hard and toylfom la- 
bour,and eating his bread with the {weat of his face, wherin the reft of 
one day in every week is not ufefull,profitable, and needfull for mens 
bodies and moit juft and equall to be granted to their labouring fervants 
and toyling cattell, the very light of naturall reafon requires it for the 
common good,and wel-betag of all men.He who denies this to himfalf 
and to his children,fervants and cattell,he is an unjuft and unmercifull 
man,not te be numbered among the righteous who are good and mer- 
cifull to the life of their beafts, Prev. 12.10. 

Secondly, juftice and equity require, that feeing the life of man is a 
pilgrimage on earth,and hereon earth there is no abiding place for him, 
nor any felicity true reft,or perfe@tion to be found but in Heaven; man 
fhould not {pend all his time,and all his thoughts and ftudies in, and 
about the things of this world, but that he fhould have a fet time at 
leaft one day in every week,wherin he refting and ceafing fromworld- 
ly cares,labours and delights, fhould wholly devote himfelfto heaven- 
ly meditations,and to holy exercifes, nn may fit him and prepare 
2 him 
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Chap.14 him forthe place of reft, teach and direct him in the right and ready 
way therunto, and enable him to walke wifely therein. Whofoever 
thinks it too much to confecrate one whole day in feven unto reli- 
gious exercifes which may fit him for eternall life, he 1s undoubtedly 
moft unequall in his judgement and a jadge of unjuft things. Thirdly, 
itis a thing not only goodand holy init felfe, that man of his own ac- 
cord, and much more being commanded by God, fhould devote one 
whole day in every week to the immediate worfhip of God, in thank- 
fulnes for his creation and redemption, and the ufe of Gods creatures 
reftored to him in Chrift with fome advantage: But alfo very ufefull 
and necefflary forthe feafoning of mans weekly labours with juftice 
and piety, fr the continuance and increafe of holineff2 and religion 
in his heart, and for the enlightening of his mind, rectifying of his 
will, fanctifying of his affeGtions, and fitting him to undertake and bs- 
gin all his weekly laboures in the feare ofGod, to direst thein to the 
right end, and to peifedt and finifh them happily by Gods favour and 
bleffing. Ifany man fhall dare to d¢hy this,we may juftly feare thar he 
is rude and ignorant of thofe heavenly and {pirituall things, wherof all 
Gods people have continually experiencé in themfélves, And the con- 
ftant practice of Gods people who in all ages have obferved and kepta 
weekly Sabbath holy to the Lord, and therby have protted inall piety 
and holines,will convince them of groffzblindnes and ftupidity. Asam 
no-doubt did every feventh day devote himfelfe to Gods worthip, and 
taught his firit fons, Caineand Aic tobring their offerings to God, 
at the end of daies that is, every lft day ofthe week, for that is the moft 
proper fence of the words in the Hebrew text,Gen.4.3,4.And fo foone 
as the pofterity of Serb began to multiply and inereafe, they gathered 
theméfelves into a Church, and were called the children of God, or 
Gods people, and hereby they were diftinguifhed from the carnall and 
profane progeny of (ine, and then they be began to invocate and call 
upon the name of the Lord,that is, to worfhip God in publick affem- 
blies, Gex.4.26. Wheras e4dam, Abelland Seth had invocated and 
worfhipped God in their own private families only, now the faithfnll 
being multiplied did frequent publick affemblies, which could not be 
but in fet places and at fet times, furely every week on the feventh day 

which God had bleffed and fanctified. 
Alfo after that generall avoftacy which came in by unequall marria- 
ges of the fonnes of the faithfyll with the daughters of the profane, 
and 
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and the deftruction of the old world with the flood ; righteous Noah Chap.14 


who was faved in the Arke with his family, immediately after began 
- toobfervethe holy reft of the feventh day, for it is faid, that the Burat 
offering Which he offered on the Altar, of every clecne bcaft and cleane foule 
untothe Lord,Wwas a [weet [melling facrifice of refi, that is,facrifices of the 
Sabbath. The Hebrew word in the text there ufed, with the emphati- 
call particle ri fignifiesthe moft notable reft, even the reft of the holy 
Sabbath, wherin man refteth in memory of Gods reft, in the fatisfaction 
of Chrift; alfo his people the Ifraclites before the giving of the 
law from mount Sizai by Gods owne voyce, did obferve the Sab- 
bath and were admonifhed by Mofes fo to doe, Exod. 16. 23. 

And they who refted not, but went forth to gather Manna are re- 
prooved by God, as tranfgreflors of his lawes and commandements, 
ver.28. And although we do net read of any Sabbath kept by Abraham 
and the Patriarches before Mofes ; becaufe the Church of the faithfull 
was but {mall,comprifed only in their families, which could not keep 
any great and publicke Sabbath aflemblies, worthy of record in the fa- 
cred Hiftory: Yet undoubtedly they had their fet time as well as fet 
place of C€ ods worfhip, even a weekly Sabbath according to the law 
which God gave to Adam when he bleffed and fandtified the feventh 
day. But] fhall more fully fpeake of thefe things hereafter, And here 
upon thefé grounds I conclude, that the affamption of this prefent ar- 
gument is manifeft : andthe conclufion which thence flowes is cet- 
taine, to wit : that the pofterity of Adam inall ages are bound to this 
duty of keeping a weekly Sabbath holy to the Lord. 

A third Argu. is drawne from the ground upon which God foun- 
ded the Sabbath, and commanded the duty of keeping it holy to him- 
felfe. For if the ground of the duty ftand firme throughout all gene- 
rations, and do belong to all men of allages, as wellas to Adam who 
had the commandement given to him,. and the duty impofed on him 
by God. Then the duty alfo belongs to all men of all ages unto the end 
ofthe world. And whofoever do clayme any intereft in_the ground 
ef the duty and expect profit by it, ought to acknowledge that rhe du- 
ty belongs to themalfo, except they can fhew fome fpectall di penfa- 
tion from God himfelfe. Now the ground upon which God founded 
the Sabbath, and impofed the duty of keeping it holy, is fach as doth 
equally belong to all meñ. For if we cleave to the bare letter of the 
text (as divers commonly do ) and take the ground of the Sabbath to 
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Chap.14 be no more but this, that God finifhed the worke of Creation on the 
feventh day, or having finithedit and made every creature good and 
perfect before onthe fix dayes, refted on the feventh from creating 
any thingsinthe world, Then wemut withall confeffe, that this 
sround belongs equally to all mankind, for all men of all ages have 
intereft in the benefit of Gods creating the world,and making al things 
fo perfect,that he had no more to do but refted on the feventh day .But 
if that be the true and proper ground which! have before laid downe 
and preoved, to wit: Gods perfecting of the Creation, which left all 
things good but mutable; by bringing in redemption which Chrift 
promifed,did on the {fe zenth day,take upon him to perform in mans na- 
ture:andGods refting in the al-tuficient fatisfadtio whichChrift under- 
took to make for man,and which faved God the labour of a new Crea- 
tion,and making new creatures, and of repairing by way of creation 
the breach which mans fail had made in the world;and in the creatures 
made for mans ufe:T his ground doth belong’to all mankind in al] ages, 
we now under the Gofpell have as great,or rather greater intereft in 
it,then ddam or the Fathers inthe old Teitament, And by virtue of 
this promife of Chrift, and by meanes of his undertaking to bee 
mans Mediatour, and of Gods refting in his mediation, all living 
men, andall creatures made for the ufe of man do confift, and have 
their being in this world, Colo/'1.17, and God by him (the word 
ofhis power being made man and fully exhibited a perfet Re- 
deemer) doth fuftaine and uphold all things, Heb. 1.3. And al- 
though the circumftances of this ground, are with the times and 
ages of this world mutable, and there is a great change from 
Chrift only promifed and undertaking mans redemption, to Chrift 
fully exhibited a perfe& Redeemer in his Refurre@ion : Yet the 
ground it felfe, even Redemption by Chrift, is Rill the fame: 
The promife of Redemptien which was made to our firft parents 
onthe feventh day being the greateft bleffing, which was revea- 
led to mankind in the old Teftament, procured to that day the 
honor of the weekly Sabbath in all ages before the comming of Chrift; 
And the full exhibition of Chrift,and the perfecting of Redemption in 
the refurrection of Chrift,on the firft day of the week, did merit, and 
procure to that day the honour of the Chriftian Sabbath in all ages un- 
der theGofpell For God did not reft fo much in the undertaking of 
Redemption on the feventh day, as in the actuall performance and full 


perfect. 
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perfecting of it,on the firft day of the week, the fore-fight of the full Chap.1 * 
erformance made the promife a ground both of Gods reft, and of the 
Sabbath in the old Teftament. And if Chrift had fuffered, dyed, and 
bin fwallowed up of death and corruption in the grave, and had not 
gotten the victory over death and all the powers of darkneffe in his re- 
furreétion, then had we remained in our fins, and all our preaching of 
Chrift and all our Faithin him had bin vain, 1 Cor. 15.17. It was 
Chrifts refurrection which confummated the great work of mans re- 
demption,and on the day wherin he arofe from death, did he reft from 
that great work,as God on the feventh day did from the work of crea- 
tion,and confecrated that day tobe the Chriftian Sabbath. But yet all 
this while Redemption both promifed and undertaken, and alfo actual- 
ly performed isthe fame common ground of the holy weekly Sabbath : 
And Chrift is the fame Redeemer to all mankind, and the only Medi- 
atour and Saviour, Yefferday and to day and the fame for ever, Heb,13.8. 
And the duty of keeping an holy weekly Sabbath is grounded on him 
throughout all ages, who is the common Saviour and Redeemer of all 
mankind. Therfore all men of all ages are bound to this duty, and none 

exempted from it in any nation age or generation. 

Fourthly,that which God hath given to all mankind in Adam, for a 
perpetuall figneand pledze tothem of future benefit, which he hath 
promifed and hath in ftore for them, that they are bound carefully to 
keepe untill they fully obtaine the bleffine and benefit promifed, for 
if he that hath given a pledge, doth take it away from them to whom 
he hath given it, this is an evident figne that he hath altered his mind 
and purpofe of giving the benefit to them. And if they doe at any 
time loofe this which is the pledge, or willfully caft it from them, 
they have no evidence or token any more to affure them of the benefit, 
pene witnefle of the covenant, or figne wherby to challenge the 

lefling. 

Now the holy weekly Sabbath is ordained of God, and given in 4- 
dam to all mankind tobea figneand pledge to them of fpirituall and 
eternall reft in Chrift, which they fhall never fully obtain untill the laft 
refurreétion in the end of the world : For the full reft and Sabbathifme 
wherof the Sabbath is a pledge,doth till then, {till remaine for them, 
-Heb.4.9. And they thallnot enter into the full poff2fMion ofit untill the 
laft refurrection, And Gods giving of himfelfe unto his people to be 
their God, which doth fanstifie them wherof'the Sabbath is a a 
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ken'and pledge unto them as he himfelte teftifeth, Exod,31.13. is not 
fully manifelted, nor perfected untill they be fully fan@ified both in 
foules and bodies at the laft day,and made fit to fee and enjoy God,and 
toreft with him in glory for ever. It is true which the ancient Fathers 
have obferved and taught, that the old Sabbath as it was limited to the 
feventh day of the week, wasa figne of the fpirituall reft of the faithfull 


~ from their own finfull works, and of their ftedfaft reft upon Chrift b 
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faith, when they are regenerate and renued by the Holy Ghoft, whic 
is fhed on them abundantly through Jefus Chrift vnder the Gofpell, 
T it.3.5,6-and therfore that old Sabbath of the feventh day of the week, 
is fo far fulfilled in Chrift, and hath the accomplifhment in him: But 
becaufe the fulneffe of eternall ret whereof the weekly Sabbath abfo- 
lutely confidered is the figne and pledge, fhall not be obtained untill 
the laft refurrection of the juft, when by vertue of Chrifts refirrection, 
their bodies fhall be raifed out of the duft and be made like the glo- 
rious body of Chrift,which they ftill expect in hope. Therfore the kee- 
ping of a weekly Sabbath as a pledge of that perfect eternall reft, ftill 
belongs to allGods people, and they are bound to keep it on that day 
of the weeke in which Chrilt arefe, which day by his refurreétion is 
madea fure pledge that they fhall be raifed up in the perfe@ image and 
fimilitude of his refurrection, | 

Fifthly that which is ordained by Ged and given to men,to fit them 
for eternall reft in Heaven, and to be a {peciall meanes to conductand 
lead them in theright way thereunto, and which of it felfe is very 
good, profitable and excellent for that purpofe; That Gods word and 
will, and every mans reafon guided by the word, .binds him to obférve 
and keep, and to hold himfelfe conftantly and perpetually unto it, un- 
till he comes to the end of hisrace, even the eternall rett in Heaven. 
This is a truth undoubtedly. For the Scriptures command us to run our 
race unto the end, and to omit no meanes which may helpe to eternall 
life : and experience teacheth us, that the neglect of the ready way and 
meanes of gaining the price is the way toloofe it. Now the keeping 
ofan holy weekly Sabbath after the beft and ftricteft manner,by refting 
fromall worldly bufineffe, fo far as our weakneffe and neceffity will 


fuffer, and devoting our {elves to Gods holy mediate worfhip, as pray- 


er, reading and hearing of Gods word beth in private and publick 
affemblies, and to ferious meditations of heavenly things, is in it felfe 
one of the moft powerfull meanes to beget and increafe faith, andall 
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holy faving graces in us, and God hath ordained it, for to condu& and Chap.rg 
lead men on in the right and ready way to eternall reft in Heaven. 
Therefore Gods word and will revealed, and every mans own reafon 

guided by the word, binds all men to it in allages, untill they come 

to eternall reft in Heaven. 
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è pea firft point being thus prooved. The fecond thing before pro- 
pounded followes: that is, to fhew how farre, and upon what 
tearmes and conditions the fonnes of Adam are bound to the duty of 
keeping a weekly Sakbath by Gods commandement, given in the fan- 
&ifying of the feventh day here recorded in my text, where God is 
faid to fantlifie the feventh day, that is: by giving mana law to keepe it 
holy. Firft for fuch fons of Adam as are borne and live in the Church of 
God,and have the meanes to know Gods word, and to obey his law, 
there is no queftion tobe made, it is cleare that they are bound to 
know and. to keepe this commandement of God, andto feperate one 
day in every week,even that which God hath blefled above all the reft, 
and to devote it to holy and heavenly exercifes,ceafing from all world- 
ly cares,laboures and delights,and fo to keep it an holy Sabbath. Firft, 
as they are Gods creatures, and God hath thus far declared his mind 
and will, that men in imitation of him their God who refted on the 
feventh day and alfo for the refrefhing of themfelves, their children, 
fervants and cattell in their bodies, fhould reft from worldly labours : 
and for the comfort of their foules,fhould fpend it in holy and fpirituall 
exercifes, and in the worfhip of him their maker and preferver: even 
the generall law of nature binds them to this duty. 

Secondly,as God hath revealed himfelfe a Redeemer and Saviour of 
man-kind by promifing and giving Chrift: So they are much more 
bound to keep all hiscommandements to the utmolt of their power, 
efpecially this of the Sabbath, which God ordained to be a memorial of 
redemption and eternall reft,to be found only inChrift promifed on the 
feventh day,and in fulnes of time given and exhibited. If they beleeve 
that Chrift is their Redeemer,and that they are bought with the price 
of his blood,aid are no more their own, but his who hath bought them, 
this binds them to glorifie God with their foules,and bodies alfo which 
are Gods,: ( or.6,20,And this they cannot do,except fome time be fet 
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Chap.15 apart,at leaft one day in every week,to celebrate in holy affemblies,the 
gracious goodnefl2, bonaty and love of God to them in Chrift, and to 
fnctifie and fit themfetves for him in all their weekly works, and for 
the intending and feekiag of him in all the laboures of their hands, 
Thas much the Lord thewes in his law giveaand expoanded by (Ho. 
fes,Deut.5.15. Where he tells Hraeil,that he gave his commandement 
to them of keeping holy his Sabbath, for thisend, that they might re- 
member their flavery in Egypt, and their deliverance by his mighty 
band and {tretched out arme. Upon which words we muft neceflarily 
inrer, that 1fGod bound them by his commandemen*urgiag them and 
prefling them often to keep the Sabbath day, for a memoriall of their 
deliverance from temporall and tipicall bondage, and thankfalneffe to 
hiin for it, then much more were they, and all Gods peosle fill are 
bound, to keep holy the Sabba:h day, in thankfulneffz and for a me- 
moriall of {pirituell deliverance fromfin, death and Hell, and that on 
the day of the Lord Chrift, wherein he is promufed or fully exhibited. 
Thirdly, becaufe there is none ofall the fons cf men who live in the 
Church,and know the word andlaw of God, and difcerne their owne 
frailty,but know how hard it is for them to continuz in grace, and in 
the knowledge of Chrift, and in the underftanding of the mifteries of 
godlinefle, without often exercifes of religious duties, as well in pub- 
lick as in private,and without much hearing and publick inftrution in 
the word and law ofGod. Therefore every rationall man. muft needs 
know and acknowledge himfelfe bound by the light ofreafon, and his 
naturall appetite of his own happines, toufe all means for continuance 
and increafe of grace and of heavenly knowledge in‘himfeifneedfull to 
{alvation,efpecially this keeping ofa weeldy Sabbath which he finds by 
experience to be a means to hold him faft to Chrift. But ifany who live 
and are tornein the Church, in fuch times and places wherin they have 
fufficient means to know Gods revealed will and law for the keeping 
of an holy Sabbath weckly,do through negligence and idlenes, malice, 
or perverfenes,remaine wilfully ignorant of this law and will of God, 
as wellas diversalicnts,This fhall in no cafe exeufe them,neither doth 
it free them from the bond ofthis duty, nomore then it doth from the 
bond of any other lawes of which they are willfullignorant, but God 
will punifh them, both for their failing in this duty, and for their 
wilfull fhutting of their eyes and cares, and refufing to know his will 
and law. Now becaufe a great part of man-kind even of Adaxrs 
pofterity 
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pofterity dovlive out of the Chnrch, and many nations for many ages Chap.15 
even all Pagans and Heathen Infidels never heard of the Sabbath,nor of 
Cods word which requires the weekely obfervation of it. We are in 
the fzcond place to confider, whether this law of God,and this his blef- 
fing and fanétifying of the feventh day, doth in any refpeét bind them 
to this duty. And frft that ignorance of the law doth not exempt them 
from the duty, it is haniteft ty plaine reafons, 7 

Fin, becaufe they had mernes from slem and their firft progeni- 
tors to koow this law. for when the earth was divided into {gverall n2- 
tions and countries, the fathers and “rft founders of every nation did 
know, that God had in fan@ifying the feventh day, given this com- 
mandement to our firft parents and their feed in their loynes :But they 
by wilfull neglect of this duty brought the law into oblivion,and their 
children rejoy cing to follow their licentious wayes, and to put farre 
from them all thouzhts of this duty,and all regard of this law, became 
wilfully ignorant of Gods will, ycathey {corne to hearken to Gods 
sword if it be brought unto them. 

Secondly,no ignorance which ts not invincible,tut might be avoided 
by due care and diligence, can exempt a man from any duty which 
God hath commanded all man-kind to petforme: Our Saviour tells ts, 
that he which fails cf his duty oat offimple ignorance, and doth not 
his Lords will becaufehe knew it not, thall be punifhed and beaten 
though with fewer fripes. Becauft God is the Lord ofall,every man 
ought to enquire after and learne his wall: And therfore Heathen peo- 
ple though they know not this law, fhall be beaten for neglect of this 
daty, becanfe they ought to know God, and to learne his will, who 
gives them life,breath and al things. And if they who fail through Gm- 
ple ignorance, mult be punifhed though in a lef: meafare then wilfull 
profaners,It muft needs follow,that they are bound to the daty though 
not fo {irictiy, nor in that manner and meafureas they who live in the 
Church,and in fuch times and places,where they know, or may keow 
the law and werd of God. : 

Thirdly, all man-kind even the moft barberous and fivaze nations, 
as they have theirbeing, and all gifts of nature, frora Gods creating 
hand and power.So they have all thefe things continued uate them by 
the mediation of Chrift,and by a common and univerfall vertus of him 
the Redeemer, they areupheld in life and health and ftrength tn this 
world: And Chrift as mediator procures all thefe things to thein, after 

Bz a 


108 The Doctrine of the Sabbath. 


Chap.15 a fecondary manner for his elects fake, which are either to {pring after 
many ages out of their loynes, or to receive benefit of their laboures in 
fubduing the earth, making it habitable and fit for his people to dwell 
in,and fo preparing a place for his Church or thelike, In this refoe@ 
God is called the Saviour of all men, but eSpeciaty of them that do beleeve, 
Ofall, in as muchas he preferves them in naturall life, but of the faith- 
full, fully and perfe&ly in that he faves them from eternall death,and 
hell,and briags them to lifeeternall, And hereupon it is,that all things 
are faid tobe and to confit in, azd by and for Chrift,(ol.1.17. and he is 
faid to be a ranfome for all men, that is, reaching to allin fome mea- 
fare, manner and degree, even to infidels to obtaine common gifts for 
them,and to the eleét perfe@tly toredeeme them. Now they who par- 
take the benefit of Chrift the blefled feed promifed to Adam, they are 
bound to the duty which God requires in thankefulneffe for it, and for 
a continuall commemoration therof. Therfore all man-kind even the 

« moft barbarous, are bound tothe duty of keeping an holy Sabbath 
weekly, though they do not know that which binds them to it, and 
leads them to the performance therof, 

Fourthly, Gods bleffing of a feventh day, and fanctifying it by his 
commandement given to our firft parents, is as eafily to be learned and 
knowne, and kept in memory, as many other things of lefe moment, 
which Heathen infidels do learne and know,and keepe in memory for 
worldly refpects. As for example,to meafure the times of the world by 
Yeares,and Yeares by Months,and Months by Weekes,and Weekes by 
feven dayes, this becaufe the Heathen find to be very commodious 
for worldly and civill refpects, therfore they are carefull to learne and 
remember itand all fuch things. And it is as eafie and as poffible to 
learne and know Gods law concerning a weekly Sabbath, and they 
would and might learne it,if they were as carefull for their foules, and 
to ferve God, as they are for their life, and to ferve their owne lufts and 
this world. Andifthey would travell,and fend abroad into far coun- 
tries to learrie heavenly knowledge and holy behaviour, as diligently 
as they do to learne humane knowledge and worldly wifedome, art 
and skill, they could not be ignorant of Gods law concerning the 
weekly Sabbath: But they refufe to learne this, as they do to learne 
true religion, and {hut their eyes againftit, asthey doe againft the 
knowledge of Chrift. Therefore as Turkes and other infidels, who 
have Gods word profcffed in their Countries, Cities and among them: 

though. 
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though they cannot rightly call upon God, nor beleeve in Chrift with- Chap,16 
out preaching of the word, which they will not looke after but {corne 

it: Yet they are bound to repent and beleeve, and fhall perifh for 
rejecting and not ufing the meanes to get faith, So it is with other 

infidels further cff, they fhall perifh for not ufing fuch meanes as are 

in their power, pas they ‘might come to know this and other 

duties which they are bound to performe in thankfulneffe for Gods - 
gracious promife of Chrift the Redeemer, and for the common be- 

nefits which they receive through him, 
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c en third thing which I propounded concerning mans fan¢tifica- 
tion of the Sabbath, is the confideration of the duties wherin it 
doth confit, which areofthree forts. Firft fome are fuch as are com- 
mon toall Gods people inall ages of the world, and they be duties 
which are neceflary to the being of the Sabbath, 

Secondly, fome are proper to the Sabbath of the feventh day, while 
the Fathers under theold Teftament did expect Chrift promifed, and 
were to keep their Sabbath in memory of the promife of Chrift made 
to our firft parents on the laft day of the week. Thirdly fome are proper 
tous who live under the Gofpell fince Chrift fully exhibited a perfect 
Redeemer:and after the buriall of Mofes, that is: the utter abolition of 
all legall {hadowes, together with the materiall temple of the Jewes. 

The duties common to all are fuch as are neceflary to the being of an 
holy Sabbath at all times,and they are three efpecially. The firft is a reft 
and ceflation from all fecular affaires and worldly pleafures,except on- 
ly fuch as are neceffary for mans wel-being, and cannot be omitted or 
deferred without great hurt and danger of mans healthand life, and of 
the life and fafety of the creatures which God hath made for mans 
ufe. The fecond is fanctification of the Sabbath, with fuch holy exerci- 
fes ofrelrgionand of Gods worfhip, as God requires in that age and 
ftate of the Church in which they live. The third is fan@tifying of that 
day of the week which God hath bleffed and honoured with greateft 
bleffings above all other dayes, and wherin he hath more fully revealed 
his holineffz, and opened the fountaine of holines for the fanétifying of 
his people. Concerning the firk, towit, reft and ceflation from all 
worldly affaires and bodily delights, there is a doubt made by fome, . 

P 3 whether 
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Chap.16 Whether it doth equally concerne all Gods people, as well Chriftians 
under the Gofpell,as the Fathers of the old Teftament. Divers are ofo- 
pinion that Chriftiens have more liberty and are not fo ftri@ly bound 
to reft from all worldly effurs and bodily delights,-s the Fathers were 
before Chrift. But for the clearing ofthis point we are to note three 
{peciall things. Firft, that reft and ceflation from all fecclar buf- 
neff:,and worldly paftimes isaduty of the Sabbath which generally 
elongs to all men in ailages whoare bound to keep a weekly Sabbath 
or holy day Ly virtue of Gods fandtification of the {2venth day. For, frit 
the very name (Sabbath) whichGod gave to the day, fignifies ret and 
ceffation,and puts us continually in inind of this duty. And whofoever 
cals it by the name Sabbath, doth therby acknowledge it to be a day of 
reft, Secondiy, a main ground of Gods frit inftitution of the Sabbath, 
the reft from all works of Creation wherw ith God refted in Chrift the 
feventh day, who on that day was promifed and took upon him to be 
mans Mediatour (as hath bin preved before out of the werds of this 
Text. For Chrift the fon of Ged undertaking to repaire tke works of 
creation, which were defaced by mans fall,and to zeftore al things by a- 
nother kind of work then creation,even by incarnation, ovedience, fuf- 
fering and fatisfactien for fin in mans nature,and for the redem ption of 
the world) did bring unto Ged the Creator,reft and ceffation from any 
more creation of new kinds of creatures. And upon this ground,even 
this perfe&ting ofhis work of creation,by bringing in redemption and 
in memory and for afigne of Gods refting in Chrift promifed,God fan- 
étified the feventh day to bean holy weekly Sabbath, and bound man to 
this duty of reft on the Sabbath day from all fecular bufineffe. 
Thirdly, inall ages whenfoever God repeated the law ofthe Sabbath, 
or urged the obfervation of it,either by Mofes or the Provhets we fhall 
obferve that reft and ceffation is injoyned, as Exod, 20.10, The feventh 
day isthe Sabbath, init thou thalt doe no manner of worke,c» Exod, 31.14 
Thou (halt do no manner of worke therin,c Exod.33.2. Deut.s .1 4, Who- 
[oever doth any worke on the Sabbath fhall farely be put to death, They mig hs 
not gather Alanna on theS abbath cay,Exod,16.28.they who went out to 
feeke Manna are called tranfgreflours, And allthe Prophets which in 
after times made mention of the Sabbath, urged reft and blamed all 
fervile works which concern this life, as J/4.58.13.Jer.17.27. Nehem, 
Se 
Fourthly, we in thefe latter daies, have as much need ofreft and com 
then 
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then men in former ages,and the greater hopesand more cleare eviden- Chap. i 6 
ces ofreft and glory ın Heaven which we have,do more bind us to reft 

from worldly cares, and to fet our minds on Heaven where our hopes 

are. Thefe are {trong arguments to proove that reft upon the Sabbath 

day,is a duty which generally belongs to all men in all ages, which is 

the firft thing ferving to fatishe the former doubt and to prove the firft 

generali duty. 

Secondly Gods fanéifying of theSobbath, and his Kift commande- 
iment given to` Adlin for the keeping holy of the feventh day:binds all 
menin all ages,to keep a weekly Sabbath to the end ofthe world, as! 
have before proved,and therfore the duty of reft bclongsto all. 

Thirdly they who hold the law of the weekly Satbath tobe but for 


Yer the Sabbathifne {tiilremaineth to the people of Ged, not only 
the eternall, andheavenly, but alfo the temporal! Setbath on Earth 
which leads to the heavenly. The words of the Apoftle {peake of thofe 
S-bbaths or holy dayes of the Jews, which were typicall,and fhadows 
of things to be exhibited in Chrift,fuch as were the fiftand laft daies 
cf the Pafleover,Pentecci,and other great yearly feats. The word 
Sabbaton,being of the plurall number,implyes fo much,and the naming 
of feafts ,dayes,and new moons,which were fhadows of the law, give 
us juft cavfe to conceive that the Apoftle intends only the feftivall and 
not the weekly Sabbaths. Or if we fhould grant that the weekly Sab- 
bath is ment,among the reft, which theFathers obferved onthe feventh 
day: Yet the Apoftle cals it afhadow,only in refpe& of the particular 
day of the promife of Chrift, which day is abolifhed and gives place to 
the firlt day,in which the promife was fully performed, and Chrift be- 
came a perfect Redeemer aftually in his Refurrection. 

The Anti-Sabbatarians have only two objections which have fome 
fliew and colour of reafon at the firit hearing, 

The firtt is,that fit had not bin the mind and will of Chrif, that the 
weekly Sabbath fhould be continued and removed to the Lords day, 
under the Gofpell,then would he either by himfelffor by his Apoftles, ’ 
have given fome cxprefle commandement to that purpofe, which they 

{ay hedid not, Te 
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Chap.16 TothisI anfwer, Firft, that our Saviour {pake fully to this point, 


Anfw, 


O brett. 


Anfwer. 


Prolog.in 
P fal. 


when he faid that he came not to destroy but to fulfill the Law.1t remains 
therfore on their part to fhew,that the commandement of the Sabbath 
is no part of the morrall law,or els they do but beat the aire and labour 
in vain. 

Secondly,the Apoftles themfelves kept their holy affemblies,and or- 
dained in all Churches of the beleeving Gentiles that publike effem- 
blies fhould be kept and exercifes of the holy Sabbath performed ordi- 
narily on the firft day of the week, as I have before prooved from AA. 
20.& 1 Cor.16.1,2.And whatfoever they ordained was the comman- 
dement of the Lord,1 (or.14.ver.27.Thirdly, while the firt Temple 
Was yet ftanding in the dayes of the Apoftles, and Mofes was not yet 
buried and quite taken out of the way, it was not convenient that the 
Apoftles fhould change the day of the Sabbath among the beleeving 
Jews;yea they themfelves in J#4ea and all places among theJ ews, kept 
the feventh day among the Gentiles the Lords day. 

We never read that the Lords day was called a Sabbath in the Primi- 
tive times next after the Apoftles,nor fince,by any but only by Jewith 
Sabbatarians, 

Howfoever thefe adverfaries,put on a bold impudent face, to colour 
and countenance thic objection:yet herein they publith a manifeft un- 
truth: For Ignatius immediately after the Apottles faith, That the (hri- 
ftians muft keep their holy Sabbath:not after the manner of the profane 
Jews of thofe times, with exceffive feafting,dancing, and fuch carnall 
{ports and pleafures,nor on their feventh day:bat on the Lords day, the 
day of Chriits Refurre@tion, which he cals the Queen and fupream La~- 
dy of dayes,as 1 have formerly fhewed. 

Saint Hilary faith, Nos in prima die perfetti Sabbathi feftivitate latem 
mur (i.e,) We (briftians retoyce in the feftivity of our perfect Sabbath on 
the firft day of the wecke, St, Auguftine in the 251. Sermon de tempore, 
Having rehearfed divers notable bleffings and prerogatives with 
which God of old honoured the firft day of the “week the Lords day, 
doth there atfirm,that upon thofe grounds the holy Doétors of the 
Church,to wit,the Apoftles , #749 were taught by Chrifi andinSpired by 
the Holy Ghoft in all things which they decreed and ordained, have by their 
decree removed or rather transferred all the glory of the fewifh fabbathifme, 
unto the Lerds Day, And immediately he adds this exhortation, Let us 
Chriftians therfore obferve the Lords day, and let us fantlifie it fo as of e 
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the law-giver commanded the fathers concerning the Sabbath faying, From Chap.16 
evening to evening fhal ye celebrate the Sabbath, And further he faith, 

that if Wwe from the evening of the fewes Sabbath the faturday, to the evening 

of the Lords day fequefter our {elves from all rurall Works , and all fecular 

bufineffe, and devote our felves only ro Gods Worfhip, then We rightly fan- 

clifie the Lords Sabbath according to the words of the law : (Ye fhall not doe 

any Work init. 

Alfo P /2lm.33.He affirmes,that keeping of the Sabbath is one of the 
things which belong to the love of God,and thus he exhorts every true 
Chriftian, Obferva diem Sabbati nen carnaliter, non Fudaicts delicys,&c. 
that is,obferve the day of the Sabbath,xot carnally With Fudaicall delicacies, 
for they abufe their rest,and rest to nanghtineffe, for indeed it is better that 
men fhould dig ge all the day then dance as they do. But do thou meditate on 
the reft in God, and doing all things for obtaining that reft, abstaine from 
fervile Worke, 

And in his 4.7 ractat,apon Jobn. He faith, Wee are mere ftrittly com- 
mandedto keep the Sabbath then the ewes: For We are enjoyned to keepe it 
Spiritually. Peres keep it carnally in luxury and drunkewneffe,and it Were far 
better that their Women fhould be bufied in Working all the day in Wooll, then 
dance. Thetrue Christian keeps the Sabbath Spiritually by refraining from 
fervile Work, Thefe and divers other teftimonies of the Ancients fhew 
fufficiently the falfhood and vanity of this Objection. And that in the 
judgement of the moft godly and learned fathers, the law of God bin- 
deth us to keep the Sabbath holy on the Lords day weekly, It is true 
that fome part of the feventh day was by reafon of great multitudes of 

ews abounding in all countries, fo frequent and fo commonly known 
and called by the name of the Sabbath, and that name was fo proper to 
the Saturday in thofe times,that ifany had called the Lords day by that 
name, his words would have been underftoed by the hearers, of the 
Jewes Sabbath,except he had expounded his meaning, as thofe fathers 
before named do in their fpeeches before mentioned, And againe the 
Jewes were fo fuperftitious in obferving their Sabbath, fo contrary to 
the Chriftian fanctifying of the Lords day, even with feafting, dan- 
cing and profane pomp, that thename of Sabbath through their abufe 
of it, grew diftaftfull to godly Chriftians, even as in our time the old 
name Catholike; by reafon of the Antichriftian Papifts, falfly ufurping 
and appropiating it totheir Apoftaticall Church and falfe religion, is 
growne to have an ill found in the eares of reformed es rn 
therfore 
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Chap.16 therefore the Ancients were very {paring in calling the name of the 
Sabbath, and feldome did they call the holy weekly reft of Chriftians 
by that name, except only in cafe when they oppofed it to the Jewifh 
Sabbath, and preferred it far before their carnall obfervation, 
But wheras in this Objection, the afperfion and reproachfull name of 
ewi Sabbatarians is laid on all them who call the Lords day the 
Chriftian Sabbath, and urge the fanétification of it by the law of God, 
This is a point of fuch notable impudency and intempegancy, that it 
deferves the fecourge and whip of Ecclefiafticall cenfure and punith- 
ment to chaftife and correét, rather then any arguments of reafon or 
divinity to convince fuch raylors. For in the Homilies which are com- 
prehended and commanded 1a the Articles of our Religion, by law 
eftablifhed : the Lords day is frequently {tiled by the name of Sabbath, 
even no leffe then eight times in one Homily, which treateth of the 
time and place of prayer, : 

And both there, and in the writings of the moft godly Divines,and 
builders of our Church,Gods people are urged by the law ofGod,even 
the fourth Commandement to keep holy the Lords day, for the Chri- 
{tian weekly Sabbath, and in our divine fervice after the publick rehear- 
fing of that Commandement in the congregation, are enjoyned to pray 
in thefe words, Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keepe 
this law, And thus you fee the firit generall duty ofthe Sabbath, to wit: 
Rehing from worldly affaires clearely prooved, and that while theré 
is a Sabbath or weekly day of holy affemblies under the Gofpell, ali 
men are bound to obferve this reft. 

The fecond generall duty neceffarily to be performed in the keeping 
of the Sabbath is fanctification, which is by mens devoting of them- 
felves wholy to divine worfhip, and fuch religious ations as God re- 
quires in the times of theChurch in which they live,fuch as are publick 
affemblies for prayfing God, praying to him, preaching, reading,expoi- 
ding and hearing of his word,commemoration of his great works,and 
rehearfing of his promifes for common edification. Alfo private pray- 
ers,& meditations on heavenly things,domefiicall inftru@tions and the 
like. Allthefe are neceffiry Sabbath duties to be obferved ofall men in 
all ages,both under the old and new Teftament. Firk the words wher- 
in Mofes here in my text defcribes Gods firft inftitution of the Sab- 
bath,proove this fully. Forhereit is faid that God fanétified it, that 
is, fer it apart for holy exercifes, inthe performance wherof men do © 
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fan@ufie it. For fanétify ing iseither by infufion of holines into the thingChap.16, 
fanétified,or fetting it apart to holy ufe and exercife,but it had no holi- 
nefie infufed into it,as I have elfe where prooved. Therfore it was fan- 
tified by confecration, that is,fetting apart to holy ufe. 

Secondly;it is called the holy Sabbath, that is, fucha day of ref as 
is to be kept,€x0d.16.23. before the giving of the fourth Commande- 
ment,as Mofes fhewes faying, T o morrow ts the reft of our holy Sabbath to 
the Lord,that is,this is a reft not of idleneffe, but from common affaires, 
that men may be exercifed in Foly duties only. 

Thirdly,in the giving of the law from mount Sizat,God commands 
exprefly, that all his people do remember to fanctifie and to keep holy 
the Sabbath, which cannot be but by exercife of holy duties and perfor- 
mance of holy fervice and worfhip unto God, E xod.20.9. 

Laftly,in all the Scriptures of the law,which fpeake of the Sabbath in 
the old Teftament,it is called the Lords holy Sabbath, And fanétifica- 
tion of it is required,as appeares.E xod.3 1.15.& 35.2. Dewt.5,12. And 
in the Evangelicall Prophets, which fpeak of the Sabbath both of old, 
and alfo in the laft dayes of the Gofpell, it is called the Lords holy day, 
14.5 8.13.& 66.23, and it is faid that all flefh,that is true Chriftians of 
allnations, Shall from one Sabbath to another come to Worship before the 
Lord, & €xe.44.24, They fhall hallow the Sabbath, 

But here fome perhaps will object. That none can truly fanctifie the 
Sabbath, nor performe any holy duty, who are wholy carnall and un- 
regenerate, and have not the Spirit ofGod dwelling in them and fan- 
Gtifying them, and fuch are many even in the bofome of the true 
Church. And therfore fantification of the Sabbath, cannot be a generall 
duty performed by all men, nor required ofall, but is a fpeciall duty 
proper to the elect Saints who are truly fan&tified, others were never 
able to fanctifie the Sabbath, and therfore it isnot a duty which God 
can juftly require of all in generall. 

It is true indeed, that as a bitter fountaine and corrupt can fend forth ¢47/”. 
no fweet and pure water, {ono naturall man can performea true and 
holy duty. Holines is a fupernaturall gift of the Holy Ghoft, and heit 
is who enables men to performe all works which are internally holy : 

But as there is a two-fold fan@tification,the one internall, which is the 
work of the Holy Ghoft in men; the other externall, which is the con- 
fecrating and fetting apart of things naturall and artificiall tobe imploy- 
ed to an holy ufe,and to fupernaturall ends, {0 alfo there are two forts 
2 of 
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Chap.16 of holy exercife. Some which are internally holy, as holy prayers and 
praifes and all works of true piety, which only holy men performe,by 
the power of the Holy Ghoft working in them and mooving them, 
Others are only externally holy, by outward confecration and fepara- 
tion,becanfe they are appointed to be done for holy ufe, and tobe ufed 
in the worfhip of God, fuch are all outward religious duties, as facrifi- 
cing and fuch like, performed by Hypocrites and carnall profeffors in 
the old Teftament,fuch as (ain, Sanl and Elies wicked fons were. And 
reading, preaching,fet formes of prayer, and geftures of worthip per- 
formed by hypocrites,both before and under the Gofpell. Thefe later 
are in the power of hypocrites and unregenérate men, who by a com- 
mon gift and generall grace, are enabled to performe far more in this 
kind then they do, or are willing to do. Now though all men cannot 
performe the firft,yet fo far as they are able they are bound to performe 
the latter fort of duties, among which are the externall fanctifications 
of the Sabbath, as frequenting holy and publick affemblies, finging of 
Pfalmes, joyning with the Church in publick prayers and the like: 
which as they are able to do,fo they are bound to do, and fthey refufe 
in fuch things to conforme themfelves, they are punifhed both by God 
for difobedience to his law,and alfo by the cenfires of the Charch. The 
third generall duty neceffarily required of all in the obfervation of the 
Sabbath is: that they keep for their holy Sabbath that very day of the 
week, whether it be the firft or feventh, which God hath bleffzd above 
all other dayes with the greateft bleffing, and which he hath fanctified 
above all other dayes, by more full revelation of his own holines to the 
world,and opening ofa more wide doere of holines for the fanctifying 
of allhis people. This I proove. Firft moft plainly from the words of 
my text, which defcribe Gods firft inftitution of the Sabbath. Firft by 
bleffing it above other dayes with that greateft of bleffings even the 
promife of Chrift a perfe& Saviour and Redeemer of man-kind. Se- 
condly,by fanctifying it in revealing his holineffe to man,and fandtify- 
ing man by his Spirit and the promife, and therupon appointing it to 
be kept holy. As I have fully before prooved. 

Secondly, The Lord God himfelfe, both in giving the law from 
mount Sizai, and often repea:ing of the fourth Commandement by 
Mofes, Killurgeth the obfervation of the weekly Sabbath upon this 

round: becaufe he hath on that day redeemed them out of the houfe of 
ondage with amighty hand and ftretched out arme,Dewt.5.15. and 
in 
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in other places: for indeed on the Sabbath he redeemed them and fan- Chap,17 
ified the firft borne to himfelf, E xod.13.From whence we conclude, 
that Gods bleffing ofa day above other daies with greateft bleflings,is 
a good ground for the keeping of it for his holy Sabbath, and fo alfo is 
Gods fanétifying of it by more fpeciall holines. Thirdly it is manifeft, 
that all extracrdinary and yearly Sabbaths which God commanded If- 
raell to keep holy, fuch as the frft and feventh dayes of the feaft of the 
Paffeover,Pentecoft and of Tabernacles, were all enjoyned to be kept 
and obferved in memory of greater bleflings given on thofe dayes, and 
ofGods fan&ifying them by more full reveiation ofhis holines. And 
therfore much more isthe obfervation of the continuall weekly Sab- 
bath grounded upon greater bleflings given, and holines fully reveled 
on that day of the week which is to be obferved for the Sabbath: and in 
whatfocver age,time or {tate of the Church men do live,they are bound 
by the firk inftitution of the Sabbath, and by the firft law which God 
then gave for the keeping of it, as to obferve an holy weekly Sabbath, 
fo to obferve it on that very day of the week, which God hath at that 
time and in that age revealed,and declared to be the day which he hath 
bleffed and fanétified above all other dayes of the week, As for example, 
while Chritt was promifed a Redeemer of the world, and was not yet 
given, the day of the promife wherin he was firft promifed, and did 
undertake and begin to mediate for man, was the moft bleffed day 
which God had fanétified and blefled with the promife, which was 
the greateft bleffing revealed and made knowne in the old Teftament. 
But when an other day of the week comes to be bleffed with a greater 
blefling,even the giving of Chrift,and the full exhibition of him a per- 
fet Redeemer, then is that the day which God hath fanétified above 
all dayes, and then the law and the words of the firk inftitution bind 
men to keep that for the holy Sabbath. And thus you fee the generall 
duties which God requires of all men in generall which are neceffary 
to the being ef the Sabbath, and without which there can be no right 
obfervation of a weekly Sabbath holy to the Lord. 


CHAP, XVII. 


HE fecond fort of duties now follow, to wit : thofe which were 
proper to the people of God in the old Teftament, unto which the 
Fathers were {pecially bound before the comming of Chrift while he 
Q 3 was 
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Chap.17 was yet only promifed and not given a perfect Redeemer. They alfo 
though they confift in many particulars; yet may be reduced to three 
e e Firft, toreft and ceffation. Secondly, to fanétification. 
Thirdly,to obfervation of the feventh and laft day of the week for their 
holy weekly Sabbath. 

Firft,concerning reft from all worldly affaires, and ceffation from 
bodily exercifes {uch as delight and refreth the outward man only, and 
are direted to no otherend, there are diffrent opinions among the 
learned.Some hold that the Fathers under the Law,were bound more 
{tri@ly to reft from bodily exercifesand worldly affiirs on their Sab- 
bath,then Chriftians are on the Lords day under the Gofpell,infomuch 
that the ftrié&t bond of reft unto which the Law tied them, was an hea- 
vy yoke,and a he of the bondage under which they groaned. 

Others are of opinion that their reft being no more but from worldly 
affiirs and bodily exercifes:{2rving only for bodily delight and worldly 
profit, was the very fame unto which all Gods people were bound in 
allages,and are ftill under the Gofpell. There are reafons brought on 
both fides:but all Scriptures and reafons being well weighed, I doubt 
not but they may be brought to agree in one truth: Ifonly one thing- 
wherin both fides agree,and which both miftake, be removed,namely, 
a conceit which both have of amore ftri& and religious exaction of reft 
and ceffation,then indeed was required in the Sabbath of the old tefta- 
ment, 

They whe hold the firft opinion, bring many teftimontes of Scrip- 
ture which feem toimpofe fuch a ftri& reft and ceffation on theFathers 
and the Ifraelites under the law.as is by common experience found te 
be an heavy burden, hard to be borne,and even intolerable. As for ex- 
ample,éx0d,9.16,23. Where Mofes {peaks thus unto Ffrael, This 
is that Which the Lord hath faid, To morrow is thereft of the holy Sab- 
bath unto the Lord, bake;that which ye will bake to day, and feerb 
that ye will feeth, and that which remaineth over, lay up for you to be 
kept untill the morrow Hence they conclude that the Fathers were re- 
{trained from baking or feething any meat on the Sabbath day. Alfo ver. 

29.Where Mofes faith, Let no man go forth of his pror every man d- 
bide in his place on the feventh day Hence they inferre, That the Fathers 
might not walk abroad on their Sabbath. Likewife from the words of 
the Law, Ex0.20,10.}m it thou fhalt not do any work,they gather that the 
Ifraelites might upon no worldly occafion do any werk on the Sabbath 
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day ,not fo much as make a plaifter or medicine for a fick and wounded Chap,17 
man, And fo the learned Dotours of the Jews underftood the Law,and 
obferved it, as they fhewed by their reproving of Chrift for healing a 
difeafed perfon by a word only and no other labour, Alfo, £-v04.31.14, 
15.8 35-23.all kind of work is forbidden under pain of death, Who/ce- 
ver doth any worke therin fhall te put to death faith the Lord, Yea, he for- 
bids to kindle a fire through their haltations on the Sabbath day, and 
Numb.15.35. The man that was found gathering {ticks iz the wilder- 
“nefe on the Sabbath day, was by Gods appointment ffoned to death by 
the Congregation, Neh.13.17. It was called profaning of the Sabbath 
when men fold any wares or vistuals,and when ftrangers ofother nati- 
ons brought in wares and fifh on the Sabbath day to be fold. Alfo Amos 
8.5. They whofe minds were fo fet on worldly affiirs,that they longed 
till the Sabbath was paft,and had their mind on felling corn and wheat. 
The Lord fweares by the excellency of facob,that he will not forget to re- 
venge their doings: From thefe Scriptures divers both of the Ancients 
and latter Divines have concluded that the law of the Sabbath in re- 
fpeét of rekt and ceffation, which is exacted in the old Teftament, with 
fuch rigour and upon fuch grievous penalties, was an heavy and intole- 
rable burden,and therfore 1s abolifhed by Chrift,in refpe&t of that totall 
ceffation and {tri@ reft. 
Others on the contrary do hold, that as Chriftians have more cleare 
evidence and hope of eternall reft in Heaven, and the Spirit which 
makes them more fpirituall,fhed onthem more aboundantly through 
Chrift,fo they ought to be more reftrained from love of the world, and 
from care of earthly things. And therforeby the law ofthe Sabbath 
are bound rather more {trictly, then the Fathers in the old Teftament, 
toreft and ceafe from al worldly cares,and all labours and affairs of this 
life on the Lords day, which is confecrated by the refurrection of 
Chrift,to be the weekly Sabbath of all Chriftians. 

But if thefe Scriptures be diligently fearched, and all circumftances 
well weighed. It will appeareupon good reafons, that both fides are 
miftaken,and that the fore-namedScriptures do not import any fuch ri- 
gorous reft or burdenfome ceflation.For,firft of all, though the Phari- 
fees and other {trict {ets and Rabbinicall Doctors, and Expounders of 
the law,did of latter times a little before, & at the appearance of our Sa- 
viour in the fleth, expound the law fo {triGly in refpect of the carnall 


& litterall fenfe,that therby they laid heavy burdens upon men, as our 
Saviour 
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.17 Saviour doth charge them, Afath,2 2.4. Yet it was not fo ftom the 


beginning,but even the I/rachzes themfelves who lived under the Law, 
as under a Schoole-matter,and under the rudiments of the world sthey 
had liberty to goout of their places, and dwellings a Sabbath dayes 
journy, which was as their Raébines write two thoufand cubites, that 
1s, aS fome take itan Jraliax mile, and in the opinion of others two 
miles. And 2 King.11.6,7. lt isrecorded shat the Prieks and peo- 
ple went in and out,toand from the honfe of the Lord on every Sab- 
bath day. 

They did alfo kindle fires for Sacrifices and burnt cffztings, which 
they did eff2r unto God double, morning and evening every Sabbath 
day , after they had killed and dreflzd the Beafis, and this (aecor- 
ding totheftridt fenf2 and ftrained expofition of the Law, which 
the Scribes and Pharifees gave of it) was a breach of the Law, 
and prophanaticn of the Sabbath, as our Saviour thewes, Afar, 
12. §. 

Secondly, the Scribes and Pharifses did not expound the Law,as far- 
bidding all bodily works; for they did circume:fechildren and apply 
medicines to heale the fores of che circumcifed on the Sabbath, when 
it happened upon the eighth day after the birth of children, asour Sa- 
viour alfo thewes,7oh.7.23. They led their oxen and afis to the water, 
and ifa Sheep, or Oxe, or Affe did fall into a pit they did pull it out on 
the Sabbeth.becaufe thefe were works of necellity, Lak.1 3.15.8 14.5. 
And the chiefeft and ftricteft of the Pharifees did make great feafts and 
invited many guetts,and our Saviour himfelf amengtt the reft, who did 
not refule to take part with them, Zwk.14.1.And did obferve how the 
invited guefts did cheofe out the chiefeft roomes,ver.7. Which fhews 
plainly that drefling of neceflary and convenient meat wasnot forbid- 
den by the law on the Sabbath day, neither did the Pharifees fo ex- 
pound the Law. 

Thirdly, for the places of Scripture before alleadged,let us take a par- 
ticular view of them in ordez,and we {hall {ce.that they are much mi- 
taken, Firlt.that place Evod.16,29.doth enjoyne every man to keepe 
his place,and not to go out of their campe to gather Manna on the fe- 
venth day, the reafon prefixed fhews this plainly,to wit, becaufe God 
gaverlemon the fixth day Manna fufficient for thar day and the feventh, 
The expofition which fome make of the 23.wer, is very idle and ridi- 
culous, namely that the Ifraelites were commanded to bake and {eeth 
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on thefixth dap that which they were to cat on the feventh. And Chep.1? 
therfore it was not law foll to bake and feeth on the Sabbath. For Me- 

fes doch not bid them bake for the Sabbath which wes the morrow af- 

ver but only that which they were to eat on the prefent day,2n4 to re- 

ferve the over-plus,w hich they did not bake and feeth unti ithe feventh 
day;and though rhey did fo,and did net bake and feeth it:yet it did net 
putrifie, neither were any worms therin, which had not bin werth the 
noting sf ic had bin fed or baked for baking and feething do naturally 

and as anordinary means preferve things rom & fianxing and ontrefa- 
ction. 

Jathe next place the words of the fourth Cemmandement (sm 1: 
thon frait nor ds any Werke) they do nort forbid relig ious workes which 
tend eitherto inward or omwerd fan@ification of the Sabbath dav 
ner werks of Mercy, Charity or N coefhity » which ae neceflary fort the 
fefery and prefervation of the life of man or bealt. Thoagh ‘the pe- 

verfe Scribes and Pharifees out. of ther H ypocrifie | did too firi@ly ex- 
pont and interpret the law of the Sabbath again our Saviours do- 
ings, a held it unlawfall to heale the fick on the Sabbath day, though 

twere but t by {peaking a word:yet their pratite which they received 
from de Fathers of killing and efering Sacrinees. cireomeifing their 
children,leading their Oxentothe water to drink, and drawin ag their 
Sheep »Afies and other profitable cartell out ofaditch, did thew that 
they v were taught from the beginning a contrary leon of more liberty, 
which our Saviour approveth,and therky convineeth them of croffe er- 
tout and Hypecrific, 

Thirdly that place of E xed.35.5 3. where they are forbidden to kin- 
dlea fire in all their habitations‘on the Sabbath day, is not a generali 
commandement binding all Amply et all times;but a particular precept 
binding m feme cafes, for thev kindled res and burned facrifices twice 
every Sabbath, ther alfo kindl ed firesto drefie neceflary and comtor- 
table mest xod, 2.16. Where God forbidding all manner of works 
on the Sabbath of the Paffoover, which werc cemmanésd tobe kept a 
firialy, and to be fan@ified with holy affemblies and folemmicies, as 
much as the we ecxly Sabbath, yer excepts that which is tobe done in 
dreffing meceflary meat. Wherfore the kindling of a fire here for- 
bidden,is expounded by fome Rabbixes to be only making of fires te 
burne malefacters. Bat indeed if we look to that which followeth, 
it will appeare that Mofes being a, to thins the people tob bine 
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Chap.17 all materials,gold,filver,brafle, iron and other materialls, and alfo filke, 
purple and other ftuff: for the building of the Altar,the Tabernacle and 
all things therunto belonging, doth firft call to their remembrance the 
law of the Sabbath, and doth give them a charge froin God that in 
building of the Tabernacle the place of his worfhip,they abftaine from 
all work on the Sabbath day ander paine of death,and that they do not 
kindle afire tomelt gold, or filver, or brafle for the Altar or the Arke, 
or any holy thing in the Tabernacle. For God abhorres the breaking of 
his law, or prophaning hf Sabbath under the pretence of building an 
houfe or Tabernacle, or Altarstohim. And this is no more then our 
builders of the famous Cathedrall Church of St, Paz? inthis City, are 
on our Lords day the Chriftian Sabbath, at this time bound to otfzrve, 
and do obferve very ftrictly. 

Fourthly the forbidding of all worke under paine of death, Evod,3 1. 
14.35-2.And the commanding ofhim to be ftoned who gathered Ricks 
on the Sabbath day, N #m,15.35. arenot thus to be underftood, that 
every breach of the Sabbath by any bodily labour, was to be punithed 
with death in all perfons under the law (though indeed before God 
every breach of every commandement deferves death, ) 

But that the open wilfull and prefumptuous prophaning of the Sab- 
bath by any {candalous act,or by a common practife, was to be punithed 
with death. This is plaine by the words next before going, Numd.15. 
30,31.where the Lord commands that he who (inneth prefanptuoufiy 
with anhigh hand,and fo reproacheth the Lord, and difprfeth his word, 
be cut of from among his people, againft which word and expreflz 
commandement the man which was found gathering fticks onthe 
Sabbath day.did prefently fin,and committed wilfull tranfgreifion pre- 
fumptnoufly, not through ignorance, nor compelled by neceflity, and 
therfore he was {toned for an example of terrour to all prefumptuous 
tranfgreflours, Butas for others who did beare burdens,and fell vi&t- 
ualls not prefumptuoufly, but either through ignorance or forgetful- 
nes,or drawn by cuftome and ill example of the multitude in the daies 
of Jeremiah and Nehemiah, they were not by the law put to death, but 
compelled by authority and rebukes, andby threatnings of wrath and 
judgments ofGod, to defit from profanation of the holy Sabbath, as 
the places before named fhew, Nehe.13.fer.17.27- 

As for them whofe minds are altogether carried away after buy- 
ing, felling and worldly games on the Sabbath day, Amos 8. “they are 

threatned 
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threatned with no other wo, then that which belongs to all fuch as af- Chap.17 
ter the fame manner unhallow the Lords day now under the Gofpell. 
Wherfore it is manifeft that the Fatkers in the old Teftament, had 
no heavy burden of ftriét reh laid on them ty the law, but the fame 
ceflation from worldly affaires which they are bound unto, is {till re- 
quired of us, and of all Gods people in all ages of the world. They 
were not reftrained in time of war from works of neceflity,as fighting 
againft enemies, taking and deftroying their cities, as we fee in the 
compaffing of Jericho feven dayes together, one of which muft needs 
be the Sabbath day ,70/4.6. They might fiee for their lives,and pull cat- 
tell out of pits, and do any other work which could not be deferred 
untillthe next day, Lut prefent neceflity required it for their owne 
fafety, and for the fafety oftheir cattell and of other good creatures 
which otherwife were in danger to perith. 

But fuppofe the opinion of divers both ancient and late writers 
were true, to wit: Thatthe Z/raelstes were bound to obferve a more 
ftri& and burdenfome reft,and under greater penalties, then either the 
fathers tefore the law, or we who livein the light and liberty of the 
Gofpell: Yet this prooves no more but only that this rigour was a part 
of the bondage and pxdagogie of the law, wherwith they were hardly 
prefled, for this end to drive them to feeke eof in Chrift, and to long 
for his cemming in the flefh. And this burden and rigour only is abo- 
lifhed by Chrift, together with the change of the particular day : But 
the fubitance of the Law fill remaines and binds all men to keep the 
Sabbath, refting and ceafing from all worldly bufinefle, except that 
which is of neceflity and charity,even as the fathers were bound from 
the firft inftitution.T he fecond principall head unto which the fecond 
fort of {pecialland proper duties which God required of the fathers 
under the old Teftament,may be reduced, is fanctification. For over and 
above their refting from fecular effaires,chey were by Cods firtt inftitn- 
tion of the Sabbath tound to fan@ifie the feventh day, with holy and 
religious duties, fuch as Cod in that tate and condition ofthe Church 
required,as an holy fervice and for heavenly and {pirituall ufe, even for 
begetting and increafing of grace and faith in them, and for the fitting 
of them for the fruition of eternall ret. The fanétification of the Sab- 
bath in generall belongs to all man, kind in allages, and chat all are 
bound to it by a perpetuall law, I have prooved fufiiciently before. I am 
now only to fhew the {peciall and particular duties of fanctification, 
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Chap.17 which God required of his ste in the Old Teftament. 

The firk fpeciall duty of fan&tification, was the folemne comme- 
moration of Chrift the bleffed feed, and of the promife of redemption 
by him, Unto this all the fathers from Adam untill Mofes, and foto 
Chrift, were bound by Gods firft inftitution of the Sabbath and fan- 
ctifying the feventh day, upon pro.nife made of the bleffed feed: For 
full proofe of this: I argue thus both froin Scripture and common 
experience. 

Whenfoever a day is fet a part either by God or holy men, to be kept 
with folemnity becaufe of {ome great blefling or deliverance given or 
promifed,the chiefe thing to be obferved ia that folemnity,is a public 
and folemne commemoration and rehearfall of the bleifing and deli- 
verance with joy and praife, Experience ofall ages doth proove this. 
Inthe folemue fealt of the Paffzover, the chiefe dary of fanctittcation 
wasthe commemoration of Gods deliverance of J/rae/ from boadace 
in Egypt, by his mighty hand firetched out to fmite Egypt, and his de- 
itroying Angel palling over allthe houfes of the J/raelites, and flaying 
all the frt borne of the Egrprians, and this deliverance was the blef- 
fing,becanfe of which God inftituted this feaft, Exod. 13.5. Thefolem- 
nity of the feaft of Tabernacles for feven dayes together was inftituted 
by God, becaufe of his prefervation of J/rae/ in the wildernes forty 
yeares together without houfes or Cities,in boothes and tents,and the 
chiefe thing which they were bound te obferve in this holy folemnity, 
was the commemoration of that prefervation in the wilderneff2, by 
dwelling in boothes all the time of that feaft, wherby occafion was gi- 
ven to thé to rehearfe unto their children,& their children were moved 
to enquire,learne and beare in mind that bleffing of Gods prefervatien, 
Lev.23.43, and fo in all ages we find by experience, that the comme- 
moration of the bleffing upon which every feat was firft ordained, is 
the chiefe daty in all the folemnity,as the commemoration and rehear- 
fall of Chrifts rcftrretion in the feaft of Eafter,ofthe comming down 
of the HolyGhoft in the feat of Pentecoft,of Chrifts incarnation in the 
feaft of the nativity.And in our late yearely feftivall for our deliverance 
from the powder treafon,the chiefe duty is the commemoration of that 
deliverance.So thet this propofition is moft certaine and undeniaole. 

Now what the bleffing of the feventh day was, becaufe of which 
God fanctified it to be the weekly Sabbath of the old Teftament,and al- 
fo after by AZofes commanded it to be kept holy, Ihave largely + at 
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prooved:even the promife of Chrift the Redeemer, And therfore it fol- Chap, 17 


lowesneceffarily that the firft and chiefeft duty of fanétification of the ` 
Sabbath, which the fathers were bound unto,was the commemoration 
of the promife of Chrift and of redemption by him, which was the 
bleffing wherewith God bleffed the feventh day, and thereupon fan- 
Gtified ıt: And becaufe from Ader untill Noah, Chrift was promifed 
to bethe feed of the woman: And then he was promifed to come 
of the feed of Shem, and afterwards Abraham was {ingled out of Shens 
family, and Chrift the bleffed feed was promifed more {pecially to 
come of his feed, even of I/zak the fonne of promife, and of Jacob 
Ifaaks younger fonne, And of allthe Tribes of Z/raek Judah was no- 
minated, and of all the families Padah Davids honfe was chofen, 
and David received the promife that he fhould be the progenitor of 
Chrift. And all the Prophets in all ages in their prophecies of Chrift, 
foretold that hee fhould be made of the feed of David according to 
the fiefh. 

Therfore the Fathers from Adam untill Noah, and after him untill 
Abraham, I faack and Jacob their feed and pofterity in their feverall Fa- 
milies,ftill made a commemoration of Chrift promifed to come of 
them in all their weekly Sabbaths. And when God had enlarged his 
Church in all the Tribes of [/rae/,and had by Mofes recorded the pro- 
smife of Chrift,that he fhould be the feed of Abraham,&c.And after the 
Prophets had fore-told,that the Meffiah was to come of Davids royall 
feed,then they were all bound to preach Chrift,&to commemorate the 
promife ef him after a moft folemn manner, to their publik aflemblies 


on every Sabbath day.And this was a prime duty, and fpeciall work of . 


their fanification of that day,as we read, L#k,16,29. & AZ.15,21. 
The fecond fpeciall duty was offering of Sabbath facrifices, which 
were types and fhaddows of Chrift, and of redemption and reconcili- 
ation of men unto God in him. For as they did more folemnly rehearfe 
the promifes of Chrift,fo alfo they did cffer more folemn facrifices,and 
in adouble meafure both morning and evening every Sabbath day, this 
God commanded by Mofes to rae], Numb.28.9. And undoubtedly 
Cainand Abell being infiruéted by Adam did bring their offerings on 
the feventh day which ended the week,Gen.4.3, And Woah his plea- 
fing faerifice was a {weet favour of reft,that issa Sabbath facrifice, Gen.8 
21.As I have largely before proved. 
The third fpeciall duty, was an holy affembly or holy convocati- 
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tion, which they were commanded to keep as onall other yearly fefti- 
vall Sabbaths, foevery weekly Sabbath day as wereade, Lev,23/38, 
Yor although while the Church and people of Cod were but afinall 
number,and difperfed in feverall places and families, as in the family of 
Melchifedek, and Abraham, and Lot, and afterwards in the family of 
Fob and ofthe ions of Abraham,and Jacob before that I/raell grew upto 

be anation; there were few publick holy aflemblies kept either on the 

Sabbath, or upon any other occafion. The Godly fathers did only call 

together their houfhold and tamilies by themfelves, and did command 

and teach them to keep the way of the Lord, and to remember his co- 

venant, as is teftified particularly of Aératam,Gen.18.19. and in eno- 

ther place, where he is faid to build Altars and there to worfhip God,as 

Gen,1 2.7.8 13.4.35 alfo it is faid cf }2b.c.1.5 That he rofe up early and 

fanétified his feven fons,and offered up burnt offzrings according tothe 

number of them. 

Yet it is manifeft that wherfoever inany age, there wasa great in- 
creafe of Gods people, and an evlargment of his Church over a whole 
nation and country, the Sabbath was by Gods appointment fanétified 
with holy aflemblies. After the birth of Ezo when the family of 
Seth began to increafe and raultiply, it is faid, chat men began then to call 


- upon the name of the Lord. Oras fome not unfitly doe tranflate the 


words, then they began to call men by the name of the Lord, that is: 
Adamand his fons efpecially Seth and his children began to feperate 
themifelves from the wicked and profane people of (‘aizs race, and be- 
ing gathered into a Church were called the children of Ged and Gods 
people, and did affemble themfelves together in fet places, and at fet 
times every Sabbath day to worfhip God, and tocall upon his name, 
as appears in the fourth Chapter of Gea,ver.26. Thus Lather and Iu- 
sins expound that place, and as the words will very well beare this ex- 
pofition, fo alfo both Scripture and reafon confirme it, For, Gen.6.2, 
The people of God who were gathered into the Church,and profefled 
pure Religion in their aflzmblies, are called by the name of God, even 
the fons of God and by this title are diftinguithed from the wicked and 
profane,who are called the fons cf 4dam,that is,carnall earthly corrupt 
men. 

Secondly, it is manifeft that Abel long before Seth and Enofh did 
whrfhip God and callupon his name, and fo undoubtedly did Adam 
and Seth before this time in their private Families, and therfore here 

cannot 
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cannot be meant the firft beginning of mens calling upon Gods name, Cha. 17 
and worthipping him, but certainly che arit beg inning of Cods wor- ià 
fhip in publike affemolies of the Chuzch 1a fst placis, and at fet times 
even every Sabbath day. As for them who tranflate this place, that 
when Erofh wasborn men began to profane the name of theLord, they 
make way for divers abiurdities F irit,chat calling upon Gods name is 
profanation of it.Secondly,that profanation began in the family of Seth 
or at the leat by the increafe of his pofterity. : 

Thirdly,that there was no profanation of Gods name committed by 
Çain and bloudy Lamech before this cime,contrary to that which is re- 
corded before inthis Chapter,ver.8.& 24.Where Lamech is brought in 
{corning of Gods threatnings.And as we have foine monuments ofan- 
tiqaity which thew that holy affemllies were obferved as religious 
duties of the holy Sabbath froin the beginning. Soafter that Z/frael bz- 
came a nation,and God fet up his Church andTabzrnacle among them, 
we have moft cleareand exprefle commandements of God given by 
Mofes tothem and all their pofterity, that they thould obferve and 
fanctifie their Sabbaths with holy affemblies and thould do no fervile 
work, asappears, Levit.23.3,7,8. Numb.28.18.& 29.1. Dent.16,8, 
And that the Priefts and Levites cogether with the people aflembled 
together inthe Temple on the Sabbath day it is recorded,2 King,11.5. 
2 Chron. 23.8. t 

But 1 need not init upon further proofe ofthis point. For every man 
ofreafon muft needs confeflz,that no publik holy Sabbath duties can be 
performed but in publik cffemblies, 

The fourth f{peciall duty ofthe Sabbath (unto which Gods people 
under theLaw were bound, after the time of the law written by Mofès, 
and the publifhing of the promifes inthe Scriptures of the Prophets ) 
was the publikereading,and expounding of the law and the Prophets, 
by the Priefts and ppblike teachers, and reverent hearing of them by 
the people. This is manifeft by the places before named, to proove a 
folemne rehearfall of the Promife, to wit, Luk,16.29.& A. 15.21. 
And that on the Sabbath day. For as thofe Scriptures do thew that the 
promifes of Chrift were folemnly rehearfed out of Mofès and the 
Prophets every Sabbath day,So alfo they fhew that Mofes and thePro- 
phets were publikly read, and heard in their weekly holy affemblies 
and by this means the people were taught, not only in the Promifes 
and prophecies of Chrift to believe in him a redeemer to come: but ale 
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Chap.17 {o inall therighteoufnes and duties of the law morall,and all the judg- 
ments,ordinances and ceremonies of the law ceremoniall, which was 
their Schoole-mafter to lead them to Chrift. 
We have alfoto this purpofe another plaine teftimony, Læk, 4. 16, 
Where it is faid,that our Saviour as his caftome was, went into the Si- 
nagoguc on the Sabbath day and {tood up to read,amd the booke of Ifaiah 
the Prophet was delivered unto him, And he read a place which was 
written concerning himfelf, and expounded it unto them with the 
generall approbation of the aflembly, Alfo, 4s 13.15.& 27.verfes.It 
is teftified,that the J ews in their Sinagogues on every Sabbath day,had 
Mofes and the Prophets read unto them publikely: both in forraine 
countries where they were difperfad,and alfo at Jerufalem and intheir 
owne country, And that this was an ancient practife even from 
Mofes, andin the times of the Judges, and the Kings of J/raeland 
Judah, toreade the Law in the holy affemblies, and to heare it read 
by the Priefts, we may gather from, Exod, 24.7. Where it is faid, 
that Mofes read the Covenant in the audience of the people, & Dest, 
31.11,13. Wherethe I fraclites are commanded toread the Law in 
their aflemblies,in the hearing ofall men, women and children.It may 
alfo be collected from 79/4.8.34,35 J#d¢.18.3.& 2 ( bron,17.7,8,9.0 
30.22,0° 35.3. 
That it was in ufe after the Captivity, the Hiftory of Nehemiah tekti- 
fies, Vch.8.4.@ 9.3. r 
The ancient divifion of the five books of Mofes into ṣ54.le&tures that 
they might be read over once in every yeare, by reading one le@ture e- 
very Sabbath,is a thing fo ancient,that we find no mention ofthe Au- 
thor of it,and therfore it may be fuppofed to be from Mofes the writer 
of thofe books, And the reading ofa le@ure alfo out of the Prophets e- 
very Sabbath,is recorded to bea cuftome long before Chrifts birth be- 
gun,by occafion of the tyrant Antiochus who prohibited the Jews to 
read the Law of Mofes in their Sabbath affemblies under the paine 
of death; as we readinthe Apocriphall Hiftory of the ALacchabees 
ang ° — lib.r.cap.1.5 9.Wherupon they were forced inftead of the Law of Ao- 
wae festo read lectures out of the Prophets,as Elias Levita faith, and ever 
{ince that cuftome is retained and was in ufe in our Saviours dayes, 
Luk,4.16, 
The fifth {peciall duty of fanctification, was the worfhipping of the 
Lotd, which as it is required of Gods people in private and upon as 
ticular 
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ticular occafion at alltimes: So in publik upon the Sabbath day,and in Chap.17 
all holy yearly Sabbaths. The duty of worfhip confifts in confeffion 

of fins, prayers, fupplications, lauding and praifing God, finging of 
Pfalms,and offering of free-will offerings,and the like,as we read, Neh. 

9.33. Levit.26. 3. Dent.5.5, Where confeffion and acknowledging 

Gods favours is called worthip,and fet down for a part of it,and Ges.4, 

26.& 12.8.& 13.4.6 P/f-79.6.Where the name of invocation and cal- 

ling upon God by prayer is ufed by a Synecdoche for all worfhip in ge- 

nerall and Eod.15.1./#4.5. Lauding and praifing God with linging 

of P fatmes,and holy Songs ate rehearfed as a {peciall part of Gods wor- 

fhip. 3 

ew this worlhip of God by publik confeffion, prayers, and fing- 
ing of praifes, cannot be but in publik affemblies, and holy convocati- 
ons whichare efpecially kept on the Sabbaths, and therfore this wor- 
fhip muft needs be a fpeciall duty ofthe Sabbath, and one part of the 
fanctification of it. David alfo fhews this, P /2/.42.3. Where he faith, 
that he was Wont to goup to the Hoyfe of God among the multitude 
which kept holy day, with the voyce of icy and finging. And the 92. Pfalm 
which is intituled a Pfa/me for the Sabbath day, doth proclaime-it to 
bea good and neceffary duty on that day; To give thankes and-to fing 
prayfes to the name of the Lord, to foew forth his loving kindueffe and 
truth from morning to night, to triumph in his works, to Speake of them 
with admiration, and to declare his mercies and indgements and what a 
rocke he is to reft on, Thefe are the moft notable duties which Gods peo- 
ple were bound unto,in their fanctitying of the feventh day in the old 
Teftament. 

The third and laft principall head comprehending the reft of the 
duties, which did belong to the obfervation of the Sabbath in the old 
Teftament is the day it felf, which they were bound to keep for their 
weekly Sabbath,that is the laft day of the week even the feventh from 
the beginning of the Creation. That this and no other*was to be 
kept for their weekly Sabbath in the old Teftament appears moft 
plainly by three things, Firft,becaufe it was the day which God blef- 
fed with the greateft bleflingsof all which were given and revealed be- 
fore the refurrection of Chrift, to wit, the promife of Chrift,and of the 
redemption of the world by him, and Gods entering into the Cove- 
nant of grace with man and Chrifts open a@uall undertaking to be 
mans mediatour and Saviour in whem the mutable work of creation is 
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Chap.1 8 perfected and God is well-pleafed and refteth fatisfied:as I have before 


prooved. 

Secondly, becaufe as the Fathers and I fraelites obferved it according 

56 : pie S 
to Gods commandement inthe frft inflitution, 2.0.16, before the gi- 
ving ofthe law from Mount Siaa:fo in giving ofthe law to J/rael &in 
the renewing of the COmandement by 449/s upon divers occafions the 
Lord doth exprefly require the keeping of che feventh day for his holy 
Sabbath,as we fee E42.20.& 31 35.Dex.5. Thirdly becaufe not only 
theProphets and holy men of God urged and taught all men to obferye 
that day untill the comming of Chrift, But alfo our Saviour himfelf all 
his life time on earth, and after bis death kept this Sabbath by refting 
in the grave, And the Apoftles alfo while they lived among the Jews 
and the Tabernacle was yet {tanding,and Mofes was not yet buried did 
obferve and keep for orders fake the old Sabbath of the feventh day, as 
appears, Lvk.4,16, 44,1 3.13.and divers other places, 
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Amicome now in the laft place,to the fpeciall Sabbath duties unto 
which all Chriftians are bound under the Gofiell,in the right opfer- 
vation of the Lords day which is their holy Sabbath: And thefe {deciall 
duties may be reduced to the common and generall heads before na- 
med. The firft which come here to be handled in the firft plice, asthe 
ground upon which the reft are builded,is the confideration ef the par- 
ticular day of the week which they are bound to keep for their weekly. 
Sabbath, T his is that which is moft controverted and called in queftion 
among the learned iu this age, and therfore comes to be firft prooved 
and clearly demonftrated by teftimonies and proofs aut of the holy 
Scriptures, which being performed T will proceed in the next place to 
the duty of reft and will thew how far Chriftians are bound unto it on 
their weekly Sabbath the Lords day.And in the laft place; I willcome 
to the fpeciall duties of fanctification by whieh that day is tobe kept 
holy to the Lord now under the Gofpell. 

Fis{t,for the day it felf:some are of opinionthat it is the fame which 
was from the beginning, that is, the feventh and laft day of the week, 
This opinion is grounded upon the bare letter ofthe Law,as it Was gi- 
ven both in the inftitution, ind fanétifying of the feventh day, &renew- 
ed again in the fourth Commandement,and underftood by the Fathers 
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intheold Teftament, I confeffe that the words of the law,ifwe take Chap.18 
them as they were limited to the Fathers,not confidering withall how 
and upon what grounds and conditions God made the feventh day the 
weekly Sabbath, they feem to favour their opinion. For if we conceive 
no more,but a meer ceflation and reft of God from his works on the fix 
dayes created,to be the ground of the law, then we may alfo conceive 
that the law of the weekly Sabbath binds all man-kind to that parti- 
cular day in allages, becaufe the ground is the fame'to all men and c- 
gually belongs to all men,inall times to the worlds end. 

Others are of opinion that the law of the Sabbath,being but a meere 
ceremoniall law is abolifhed by the comming of Chrift, and binds not 
us under the \ ofpell to any particular day. And that it is free for the 
Church of God,to appoint any day for their holy affemblies, and that 
Chriftians have no Sabbath,neither are bound to’ keep any fuch reft as 
the Law required in the old Teftament. 

Others hold that the law of the Sabbath is naturally and fimply mo- 
rajl,in the generall nature of it as it requires a weekly Sabbath to be fan- 
tified and kept holy,and that the particular determination of the day, 
is an honour and prerogative which belongs to Chrift the Redeemer, 
who is the Lord of the Sabbath, Andthat it was the purpofe of Cod 
from all eternity and in the firft giving ef the Law, as to confecrate the 
feventh day in memory of Gods perfecting all the works of creation, 
and refting from them on that day ,fo alfo to confecrate by the refurre- 
ction of Chrift,the firft day of the week to be ever after the weekly 
Sabbath in honour and memory of cheWwork of redemption, which on 
that day was fully perfected by Chrifts riGng from the dead, and erte- 
ring into that {tate of glory, in which ke refts for ever,having no more 
todo for the ranfoming and redeeming of mankind,Gods juitice being 
fully fatished. 

The firft of thefe opinions being greunded upon a carnall underftan- 
ding, and imperfect fence of the words of the law, hath but a weake 
and fandy foundation, and becanfeas the firft authors of ıt were blaf- 
phemous hereticks which erred in divers fundamentall points of chri- 
ftian faith and Religion: So alfo the revivers of it, are either curfed 
Anabaptifts, or men who donot rightly underltand the law nor the 
grounds and conditions upon which it requires an holy weekly Sobe 
bath. Therefore it is juflly hated and rejected asa Jewith errour, and 
the maintaines thereof have inall true Chriftian Churches of all ages 
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Chap.18 been branded with the name of hereticall and Judaicall Sabbatarians. 
And I need not {pend any pretious time in contuting it, and the frivo- 
lous fallacies by which it is maintained. 

The fecond opinion being too rathly conceived, and unadvifedly 
profeffed and held by fome godly Divines of the reformed Churches, 
who in this point do much contradict themfelves, alfo being an un- 
found opinion, and therfore well rellifhed by Popifh Schoole-men,ma- 
licious J efuites, licentious Libertines and men of profane hearts, ‘hath 
no ground in the Scriptures, nor any found Orthodox writings of any 
ancient Fathers: Yea bringing great confufion into the Decalogue 
which is the famme of the morrall law, and laying a foule Raine upon 
our Church which hath appointed the commandement of the Sabbath, 
tobe read among the Ten Commandements, and enjoynes the peo- 
ple to pray that God would incline their hearts to keep that law, as 
wellas all and every one of thereft. Therfore I fhallnot {pend any 
time in the confutation of it : ‘The arguments which are brought for 
the confutation of the contrary truth, will fafficiently raze and utterly 
abolith it out of the hearts of all true Chriftians. l 

The third opinion is moft agreeable to the holy Scripture, and the 
common Doétrine of the Orthodox writers both of ancient and later 
times, efpecially of the moft godly and learned in the Church of Eng- 
land, who have heretofore written learned treatifes of the Sabbath, & 
expofitions of the ten Commandements of the Decalogue, And ther- 
fore I will be bold here againe to commend it to you for an undoubted ` 
truth ; which] have abundantly prooved and confirmed by many de- 
mont{trative convincing arguments already, partly in that large fearch 
which] have made we into the natureof the law of the Sabbath;and 
that defcription which I have made of it,but moft fully inthat pafhge 
where I prooved the change of the day by the refurrection of Chrift 
frem the feventh to the firft day of the week now under the Gofpell, 
and brought divers arguments to fhew that the law which God gave 
for the keeping holy ofa feventh day in every week (at the firft infti- 
tution of the Sabbath here in my text; aud renewed againe on mount 
Sinai and gave often in charge by Mofes to Jfraell) doth now as ftri&t- 
ly bind us to keep an holy Sabbath on the Lords day in every week, as 
it bound the ancient people of God in the old Teftament to keep the 
Sabbath of the feventh day. i 

But for the confirming of your hearts in the beliefe of this truth sand 
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in the knowledge of this duty,I will not multiply any new arguments, Chap,18 
only that you may more firmely retaine it in your memories and {till 
beare it in mind, that you are inconfcience bound to keep only the 
Lords day and none other for your weekly Sabbath in thefe times of 
the Gofpell : I will briefly touch and explaine fome principall heads 
which have been before laid down at large and in ample manner, The 
fiimme wherof is this; Namely: That although the law of the Sabbath 
isnot a law of nature in that rigid fence in which fome do conceive it, 
that is, alaw written in mans heart exprefly and diftin@ly in the cre- 
ation, which by the meere inftin@ of nature, and direCtion of naturall 
resfon did lead man to keep every feventh day of the week an holy 
Sabbath tothe Lord. But that indeed it came in after mans fall toge- 
ther with the promifeof Chrift, and therfore is more fitly called a law 
of grace,anda Pofitive Evangelicall law requiring duties of obedience 
to God which chiefly and efpecially tend to beget grace and increafe 
holines ın men. Yet it is not {imply Pofitive,nor fo Evangellically mor- 
rall, but that it may infome-fence and refpeé be called naturall alfo. 
For firft it requires fome duties of obedience which in their own na- 
ture are good and profitable, though the law-giver had not by expreffe 
commandement revealed his will that they fhould be done,fuch is the 
giving of reft and intermiffion of bodily labour and toyle,to our bodies 
and tothe bodies of our fervants and labouring cattell one whole day 
in every week over and befides that which they have in the time of 
fleep in the darknes and dead of the night. This is according to naturall 
reafonand common equity. 

Secondly, it commands fome duties of Gods Worfhip and fervice 
which man by the law of nature was bound to performe in his inno- 
cency and which are naturally morrall, as lauding and praifing God, 
and giving to him all honour and reverence in the moft folemne and 
publick manner, i 

Thirdly, it commands fuch holy {pirituall works of grace, and fuch 
duties of fan&tification, as in their own nature work to the fan&tifying 
of men more and more, and to make them capable of eternall reft in 
Heaven,and of the full fruition of God, As for example:Meeting upon 
a fet day in every week in holy affemblies, for toheare and read Gods 
word, publick inftru€tions, exhortations and mutuall provocations to 
piety,fan@ity and Chriftian charity. Fourthly the particular day of the 
week which the law commands to be kept for an holy Sabbath, is fe- 
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parated upon fuch a juft ground and reafon in the firft inftitution of the 


gee 
Chap.18 


Sabbath, and bleffea by God with fuch a blefling above other dayes of 
the week, that whofoever knowes the lawand trueintent and mea- 
ning of it, and rightly underftands the ground of the Sabbath mentio- 
ned in the law,he muft by the light both of nature and grace, be forced 
to confeffe and acknowledge the particular day which the law com- 
mands to be kept an holy Sabbath toth in the old and new Teftament. 
For the law doth not command one day in feven to be an holy reft 
fimply and meerely for the pleafure of the law-giver, becanfé hee 
would have it fo,and for no other reafon: but for very good reafon and 
upon a ground becaufe he dignified the day ofthe Sabbath, and bleffed 
it above all other dayes with a fingular blefling : and our own reafon 
doth tell us, that the particular day of the week, which hath in it the 
true reafons and the honour and biefing of the Sabbath, it ought by the 
law to be obferved for the holy Sabbath and none other, while jt re- 
taines that honour and bleffiag, and hath the true reafons properly an- 
nexed to it, Now it 1s moft manifelt to all who read the Scriptures,and 


are wellexercifed in Gods word and law: That asthe feventh and latt 


day of the week was bleffed, honoured and adorned by God with the 
greateft bleiling which ` +od gave to the world in the old Teflament, 
to wit: the promite of Chrift the Redeemer of the world, and Gods 
entring intothe Covenant of grace and of eternall Fife and falvation 
with man, alfo Gods perfecting of the whole work of creation, by re- 
vealing and giving in promif: the work ofredemption, and his reft- 
ing in Chris mediation on that day undertaken and begun. And ther- 
foreevery reafonable mantnut by his own reafori be induced, and led 
to acknowledge that day the fittet and moft worthy of all dayes in 
the week te be the holy Sabbath, and to be {pent in thankfull comme- 
mesei on of Gods free love and bounty to man-Kind, during the whole 
time of the old Teftament before the comming of Chrift. So likewife 
God having now under the Gofpell transferred this honour to the tirft 
day of the week, that is become a blefled day above all other dayes,be- 
ing blefled of God with a bleifiag far more excellent then that of the 
feventh day, to wit: the actuall performance ofthe promife by giving 
and exhibiting Chrift a perfect. actuall Redeemer in his refurrection, 
without which refurrection all our preaching of Chrift, and all our 
faith in Gods promifes would proove vaine as the Apoftle prooveth, 
1 Cor.31§.«Therfore every man muft out of commen reafon and equity 
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conclude, that together with the ground and reafon of the Sabbath Ch 


which God hathnow remooved from the feventhto the firft day, he 
hath ¿ifo remooved the honour and feftivall folenmity of che Sabbath. 
Alfohis trit law which enjoyneth man to keep that day for the holv 
Sabbath which Ged hath blefled with the greatelt blefling, doth bind 
all Chriftians to obferve the Lords day for their weesly Sabb: th under 
the Gofpell: And in a word that it were a thing inoft unequal and un- 
jut, ifa man or any Church fhould go about to fet up for the weekly 
Sabbath any other day which God hath net digniaed end honoured 
with fo great a biefling, Now upen thetepremifed reafons, I hope ix 
appeares manifefily, Firft that though tke Commandement of the 
weekly Sabbath is no ditate of nature, but a pofitive evangelicall law: 
yet itdoth by common naturallre.fon as weli as by the light of grace 
direct every reafonable man to the particular day cf the weekly Sabe 
bathas tothe feventh day inthe old Teftament, fo tothe &rf{t in the 
new Teftament. And noreafonable man can deny it to be the moft e- 
quall which this law binds inen unto, but upon the true grounds of 
the Sabbath well weighed and confidered inuft be forced to confefle, 
thatas the feventh day was moft worthy ofthe honour of the Sabbath, 
and had it before Chrifts full exhibition in his refurreétion, fo ever 
fince the Lords day the firft of the week is become the true Sabbath of 
Chriftians,and none hath į ower to give that honour toany other day. 
Secondly, it is here manifeft : that though Chrift the Son of God made 
alfo the fon of man,and mans Redeemer 1s the Lord of the Sabbath and 
the determination of the particular day of the week depends on him, 
and none other have the honour and prerogative to appoint the parti- 
cular day, but be only. Yet we muft not conceive that Chrift by his 
bare will fets down the particular day, and that the day is tobe obfer- 
ved only becaufe of his bare willand commandement, and that any o- 
ther is as fit and worthy as the feventh, and the firft if he would be 
pleafed at any time to command the fame: neither muft we think that 
Chrift appointed either the feventh day inthe old Teftament, or the 
fir day inthe new, tobe the holy weekly Sabbath, only to fhew his 
Lordfhip over men,and ta teach them fubjetion: But we are to hold 
_ that Chrift is the Lord of the Sabbath, and hath the determination 
of the particular day depending on him the Redeemer, onely 
becaufe the holy Sabbath is founded and buildedupon him, andin 
him alone are tobee found all the maine and effentiall eee 
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Chap,18 reafons both of the Sabbath and alfo of the particular day wherein 
he requires that it fhould be obferved. If hee had not undertaken 
mans redemption from death and Hell, and mans exaltation to 
eternall reft and glory, there had bin neither any place for mans 
keeping of a Sabbath, nor any ufe of it to fit him fer Heaven or to 
bea pledge of eternall reft in Heaven, If God had not on the feventh 
day promifed Chrift the bleffed feed to redeeme man from death, 
to purchafe life for him,and to continue to him the benefit of the crea- 
tures, and to perfect his creation. Surely it had not bin the moft blef- 
fed day ofthe week, neither would God have inftituted it to be a 
weekly Sabbath at the firft; and fo to continue untill the comming of 
Chrift, And if God had not raifed up Chrift on the firft day of the 
week, and fo exhibited him a perfect Redeemer; and fully performed 
his promife. 

Then the firft day had not bin madea more bleffed day then the fe- 
venth and all other dayes of the week, And the Lord Chrift would ne- 
ver have made that day of the week his Sabbath alwayes after, neither 
would his holy Apoftles by infpiration of his Spirit have bin moved to 
call ıt the Lords day, and to obferve it, and teach others to obferve it 
for their day ofholy Affemblies and for the performing of all holy Sab- 
bath duties. And thus we fee Chrift isthe Lord of the Sabbath, and fo 
determins the particular day of the week, not by his bare will and 
word, but by-bringing in fuch bleflings on the feventh or firt day of 
the week, as made the one of them moft worthy under the old, the 
other under the new Teftament to be the holy Sabbath, to be kept 
and obferved ofall Gods people, unto the obfervation whereof they 
are juftly lead by the light both of grace and nature: And it is not ei- 
ther in the power of man or any other creature, or in the jut will of 
God, or agreeableto the will of the Lord Chrift, and the wifdome 
of his Spirit to appoint any other day for the weekely Sabbath, but 
only the day of the Lord Chrift, thatis, the day of him promifed in 
theold, and the day of him fully exhibited in the new T eftament.The 
firft of which and no other the Fathers were bound to keep for their 
holy reft of old.And the latter and no other is our weekly Sabbath and 
the due obfervation of that particular, is the firft fpeciall Sabbath duty 
ofall Chriftians under the time of the Gofpell untill the lat Refur- 
rection. 

The fecond fort of fpeciall duties unto which all true ae a 
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bound in their obfervation of the Lords day, which is the ChriftianSab- Chap,18 
bath,are the duties of reft and ceflation from all worldly «ffiirs, which 

now follow tobe handled in the next place, Concerning which | find 

much diverfity both of opinion and praétice, not only between true 
Chriftians of the reformed Churches, and Antichriftian Papifts and o- 

ther hereticks, but alfo in the rcformed Churches among themfelves. 

Firft for the Church of Rome,and ell that are of her fa&tion devoted to 

her fuperftition and Idolatry, and marked with the marke of the beatt 

which beares up the Romifh Babylon, though divers of their learned 
Schoole-men have heretofore maintained a very ftrı& obfervation of 
reft onthe Lords day. Yet now in later times both in do@rine and prac- 
tife they are grown very diffolute, efpecizlly the Romith Catholicks 
which live among us, turning the Lords day into a day of liberty, and 
{pending a great part of it in {ports, plaies,revelling other bodily exer- 
cifes which are carnall,fefhly,prophane and impious. 

As if fo be their irreligious prophanefle were at ftrife with their 
Idolatrous religion, and at great emulation contending which fhould 
out-go and over-run the other in carrying them with greater {peed to 
Hell. Yeato fhew and make it manifeft to the world,that the Romifh 
man of {in is that great Anti-chrift, which exalts himfelfe above all that 
is called God, even above the true God, and the Lord Jefus Chrift 
whofe Vicar he in hy pocrifie makes himfelfe. The Church of Rome 
doth teach and urge her vaffals to keep yearely holy daies rnoft ftriétly, 
whichare of her own devifing, which the Pope hath commanded to 
be obferved in honour of his canonized Saints:andin the meanetime 
oppofeth with many great prophanations the Lords day, which the 
Lord hath confzcrated “by his refurrection. Which day being blefied 
by God with the greateft blefling above all other dsyes of the weeke, 
is by the law which God gave from the beginning, commanded to be 
kept for the Lords holy Sabbath weekly, 

Secondly,there are of the hereticall fa@tion of the Anabaptifts, Anti- 
nomians, familifts and other fuch prophane Sedtaries, which m2ke lit- 
tle of any law of God or man, faving only the dictate of thet fanatical 
{pirit. And leait by obferving the commandement of the weekly Sab- 
bath they fhould feeme to be fubje&t to Gods law, and to behis (fer- 
vants which they account flavery) and not abfolute Libertines and fons 
of Beliall which have caft of the Lords yoake : They efteeme and ob- 
ferveno day atall, but according to their own fancy, and make i 
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Chap.18 Lords day fo far as they dare for feare of men a market day of buying 
and felling wares,and a day of labour, and of bearing and carryin g out: 
burdens as they well know who hare been at Am/ter dam where fach 
hereticks and fectaries are tolerated. 

Thirdly, among Chriftians of the reformed Churches, there isa dif- 
ference both in doétrine and practife. Some of the reformed Churches, 
who out of their extreme hatred to Popith fuperftition, and toall Po- 
pith ritesand Ceremonies,being unwilling to retaine any thing which 
was ufed in popery, except there be {fome exprefle Commandement or 
example for it in the Scriptures,ef{pecially of the new Teftament, and 
labouring to overthrow the whole Hierarchie and government of the 
Church by Bifhops, and all bodily rites:they do in the heate of their 
zeale fo violently fet themfelves againft Topith fuperftitious holy 
dayes, that they go about to take away all obfervations of daies, and 
they have proceeded fo far, astodeny that any either weekly Sabbath, 
ot yearely fet feaft, ought to be kept holy by any {peciall law or com- 
mandement of God. ‘They teach that the Sabbath as it was comman- 
ded tobe kept of old, was.a mere ceremonial! and fhadow of things 
which are accomplifhed in Chrift,and that is now abolifhed, But be- 
caufe it is athing neceffary for the having of holy aflemblies,*and for 
good order in the Churches, that there fhould be a fet day eithera fe- 
venth or fixt day or eight day : And becaufe the law of naturerequires 

z that Chriftian people fhould have fome dayes of reft from hard labour 
far the refrefhing of themfelves,and their fervants and catteil:therfore 
the Church of God may appoint any day of the week. And in honour 
ofthe refurrection of Chrift on that day, hath from the time of the A- 
poftles.agreed to keep that day for the Lords day,not out of any opini- 
on that God hath bleffed and fan@ified it aboveall other dayes of the 
week, but only for good orders fake, and that it 1s lawfull for Gods 
people, after publick exercifes of religion and fome needfull reft and 
refrefhing, toufe neceflary labours and bodily recreations; which in 
éhemfelves are not finfull and unlawfull, neither do hinder publick du- 
ties of religion and of Gods worfhip. 

But onthe contrary it is the common dotrine of the mof: godly and 
Jearned in the Church of England, ever fince the reformation of reli- 
gion held, maintained and taught, that although Chriftians are by 
Chrift freed from the obfervation of the feventh day, which wasthe 
Sabbath of the ald Teftament, and from that fervile bondage and 
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rigorous reft which the Law literally and carnally underftood did im- Chap.18 

` pofeonthem,or rather they by their carnal expofition and wrefting of 
thelaw did impofe onthemfelves,as not kindling ofa fire,nor liberty 
to heal the fick,nor-to,do any work of charity and necefity on theSab- 
bath day,which could not without danger be deferred; Yet they are 
bound by the law which was firft given hère in my Text, and after by 
Mofes and the Prophets,to keep.in every week an holy reft, and that 
onthe firft day which is the Lords day, becaufe God hath bleffed it 
witha bleffing above all other dayes,even by exhibiting Chrift a per- 

ect Redeemer inhis refurretion, and hath therby confecrated that . 

day to be his holy Sabbath. And that all bodily oe and recre- 
ations and all worldly negotiations,are by Gods law {tri@ly prohibi- 
ted now under the Gofpell,as they were in the daies of the Patriarches 
and Prophets,and under the law ; becanfe in deed and in truth they 
croffe the holy purpofe of God which he hath manifefted in his law, 
and are impediments of thofe holy exercifes,which are required in the 
fanGtification of his holy day. 

- This do&rine and pra@ife I hold to be the beft, and this we are all 
bound to receive and imbrace and to cleave unto it, not only becaufe it 
isthe Doétrin of our Mother Church, commended to us in the book of 
Homilies, eftablifhed by divers laws, ftatutes and conftitutions fill in 
force;but alfo becaufe it is moft confonant to the facred Scriptures, the 
precepts and practife of the Apoftles,and to the commonDo@trin of the 
pureft and moft holy Orthodox of the ancient Fathers in the Primitive 
times,and ages next fucceeding after the Apoftles,as by Gods affiftance 
as I fhall make cleare and manifeft. 

In the juftifying and proving of this Do@trin,and in laying open the 
fpeciall duties of Chiiftians which concern reft and ceffation frem all 
worldly negotiation,and bodily labours on the Lords day whichis the 
Chriftian Sabbath:I will fhew, Firlt of all, That reft and ceffation from 
all bodily labours about worldly bufineffe,and from all fervile and earth- 
ly works which concern thistraile life,is a neceflary duty which God 
requires by his law ofall Chriftians on the Lords day, which is their 
holy weekly Sabbath under the Gefpell. 

2. That Gods law rightly underftood doth in refpe@ ofret from 
worldly cares,and allbodily works and pleafures, as ftri@ly bind us 
under the Gofpell on the Lords day as it bound the Fathers upon their 
feventh day intheold Teftament, 3. I will fhew how far Gods word 
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Chap.1 9and law doth allow of bodily exercifes which concern this life,and how 
farre in fuch exercifes we may go with good warrant upon the Lords 
holy Sabbath,and what exercifes are condemned in the word of God. 


ee 
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Fo R the full proofe of the firft point, there are many {trong and in- 

vincible arguments grounded upon the Word and Law of God, 
and upon the generall confent of Orthodox Divines both ancient and 
moderne, even upon the confeilion of them who in this point much 
differ, and feeme to deny that the Lords day eitheris, or ought to be 
called a Sabbath, 

1 Argh. ,. The firk Argument is drawn from the words of the law, which for- 
bids all works to be done on the Sabbath day either by man himfelfe, 
or his children, fervants or cattell,as x0d,20.10.Deut.5.14.-xh2re itis 
faid. Inst thou Galt not do any Work, thou nor thy finnor thy fervant nor 
thy cattell 8c Exod.35.2..Lev.23.7. Yefbal do no fervile Work threin, 
Whofoever doth any werk therin fali be put ta death, The reafons why the 
Lord requires reft from all fervile work ou the Sabbath day are two. 

Firft becaufe he who is the Lord our God and onr Redeemer, hath 
on that day refted from his work, aud him we oaght to imitate ifwe 
will enter into his reft. Secondly becaufe he hath bleffed the day which 
is his Sabbath above all dayes of the week, and wherfoever the canfes 
and reafons ftand firme, there the law is fill in force. Now this law of 
the Sabbath doth reach to the Lords day : (as I have prooved before ) 
and the reafon upon which it requires reft from fervile works are 
much more to be found in the Lords day whichis the Chriftian Sab- 
bath,then in the old Sabbath of the feventh day. For in it Chrift who 
is God over all bleffzd for ever, and who is our Redeemer from a grea- 
ter then Feyptian bondage, even the flavery cffinne, death and Hell, 
andthe Divell, hathrefted from the great worke of Redemption as 
Ged the Creatour did on the feventh day from the worke of crez- 
tion, And this day is now by Chrifts refurre@ion in which Chrift 
perfected mans redemption, bleffed with ablefling far more excel- 
lent then any wherewith God bleffed the feventh day, Therefore this 
is the Sabbath now under the Gefpell, and in it God requires of us by, 
his law a ret and tetall ceffation from all fervile works. P 

2 Argue Secondly, whatfoever daygis the Lords holy day, and a day of holy 
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convocations and affemblies, that is a Sabbath of reft from all fervile Chap. 19 
worksand worldly bufinefle, this is manifelt, Exod.12.16. & 31.15. 
8 35-2.& Lev,3 2.3,7. which places do plainly fhew, that every day 
which is holy to the Lord and a day of holy aflemblies, is a Sabbath of 
reft,and no work may be done therein. And fo likewife in all the law 
and the Prophets every day whichis aday of holy convocation,and an 
holy day is called a Sabbath and day of reft from our'own workes and 
pleafùres and every Sabbath js called the Lords holy day, for thefe two 
are termini convertibiles, termes which my be naturally affirmed one 
of another, as appeares Nehe.9.14.& I/i.58.13. Now the Lords day in 
the time of the Gofpell is the chiefe of all holy dayes among Chrifti- 
ans:lt was fanctified and obferved by the Apoftles for their day of 
holy affemblies from the firt pudli‘hing of the Gofvell among the 
Gentiles, on that they did meet together to heare the word and to 
receive the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 4.20.7, And onthat day 
S'. Paul ordained that the collections and offerings fhould be made 
fortheSaints, 1 (07.16.12. which were things proper for holy and 
publick affemblies : SoS*. Fohz cals itby the name of the Lords day, 
Rev,1.10, that is, the day which is univerfall, facred and holy tothe 
Lord in anhigh degree. For whatfoever things have the Lords name 
named on them ,arefuch asall confed: and many examples of Scrip- 
ture proove abundantly: All the ancient Fathers and Doétors of the 
Church who immediately and in the next ages fucceed the Apcitles, 
do proclaime it to be the chiefe holy day of Chriftians;even the Queen 
and fupreame Lady of dayes : So Ignatizs cals it as Ihave often before 
noted : alfo the day of their holy aff:mblies wherein they did conte 
together to preach,read, expound and heare Gods word, to worlhip 
God, to pray and to praife God with one voice, to receive the Sa- 
eraments ‘and offr up almes. So Puffin Martyr affirmes : The reft 
of the moft learned Fathers, as Bafil, Nazianzen, Chryfoftome, Hy- 
eromeand ersten, doallextoll it for the Lords highroyall holy day, 
the chief, primate and firft fruites of daycs, as the learned of all fides 
know and confeff2, even’ Calvin and his followers; who madea 
doubt and feruple of calling it the Sabbath, or obferving it for a Sab- 
bath of holy re(t by any warrant froin Gods law. Therefore none can 
with any good reafon deny, that one maine duty of this day is reft ° 
from all earthly works, 
Thirdly, wherefoever there is as much ufe of holy ref and ia 3 Arg te 
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chap.19 from all worldly effairs,as there was of old whenGod firit gave, and 
afterwards repeated and urged the law of the weekly Sabbath, therea 
Sabbath of reft ought to be kept weekly even by the Commandement 
ofGod,7 his is truth and undeniable. For no laws of God commandin 
things which are but types and figures, are at any time abrogated,untill 
the things commanded ceafe to be of ufe,as the A poftle {hews in the 8, 
9.& 10,cap.of Heb, 

Now Chrift who is the body and fubftance of all types and fhadows, 
hath not by his comming fo fulfilled the reft of the weekly Sabbath, but 
there is as great,as holy and as neceflary ufe of it to usChriftians,as there 
was to the people of God in the Old Teftament, 

Firft,we haveas much and more need of refrething our weak bodies, 
and the bodies of our fervants and labouring cattell then they had, by 
keeping a weekly Sabbath,for we are grown far more weak and feeble 
and.of fhorter life then they were. 

Secondly, we have as great need of {eperating,fequeftring, and recal- 
ling cur minds and affections from all worldly cares, negotiations and 
pleafures,that we may have leifure and freedome to worfhip.and {erve 
God,and devote one day in every week to publik aflemblies ~ our edi- 
fication in grace,faith and holines.For we are more full of infirmities, 
and do decay and grow corrupt more and more, as all the world doth, 
and have need of all outward helps more then they, 

Thirdly ,as reft from all works and labours which concern this Life 
was neceflary and of great ufe to Adam, and allthe Fathers to with- 
draw ther hearts and minds from placing their felicity and fecking 
happinefie in this world, and to put them inremembrance,that (being 
fallen froin that integrity in which they were created,and the firft co- 
venant of life by mans own works,being broken and made voyd by the 
firft fall and difobedience)there is no hope of life or of any true bleffed- 
nes to be expected in this world,nor to be obtained by any works of a 
mans own rightcoufnes:So it is of no lefe ufe,but of much morenecef- 
fity for us,who are far more eager after the world, more ready to place 
our felicity in earthly things,and more proud and arrogant, ready to 
glory in our own merits,and to boaft of our own righteoufines,as we fee 
by common courfe of the world, which now a dayes fo madly doateth 
after Popith and Pelagian merits: 

~ Fourthly,as Gods commanding of a weekly reft to be given to man 
and beaft ; and the refting of the Fathers on the Sabbath day, from fer 
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vile works and labour which came in as a curfe for fin, were of grêat Chap,19 
ufe to teach them,and tobe a pledge, and token unto thein, that God 
did reft in Chrifts mediation, and his jattice was fully fatistied, and 

his wrath appeafed towards them, by that ftisfa@ion which Chrift 

had undertaken to make,and that the {ting of fia and death, and the bit- 
ternefle of the curfe was taken away by him. So likewile it is of the 

fame ufe {till to us, and we have as mucli need of the fame weekly holy 

reft,to make us feel more fenfible,and relish more fweetly the virtue of 
Chrifts fatisfaction,the fweetnes wheref we through our dullnes can 

hardly taft and relifh,and many amoneft ns make a doubt whither there 

be any fuch fatisfa@ion of Gods juftice needfull at all, or any appeafing 

of his wrath by Chrift. 

Fifthly,as Gods injayning of reft was of ufe to the Fathers to tefti- 
fie to them his provident care over his creatures, both men and beatts, 
and his hatred and deteftation of mercileff2 cruelty and unjuft oppref- 
fion:So it is much more uféfull tous for the fame purpofe in thefe laft 
dayes and perilous times, wherin men are become fierce, cruell,impla- 
cable, without naturall aff2tion,as experience teacheth,and theA poftle 
fore-told, 2 71m.3.2,3. 

Laftly, As the weekly reft of the old Sabbath grounded upon the ob- 
feure promife of Chrift, was commanded by God, that it might bea 
means to ftir up the Fathers to look for truz comfort, eate and refrefh- 
ing in Chrift,ifthey did by Faith fiee to him,whenfoever they did tra- 
vell under the burden of their fins,and Satans temptations, as we read 
that7ob did ¢.16.21.& 19.25 So now it is much more nfefull to ftir us 
iip to feek to Chrift, when we are heavy ladgn,and grone under the bur- 
den of {in,and of the miferies which come by fin, and of Satañs dange- 
rous temptations. Seeing as Satan doth now more ragelikea roring 8 
Lyon,1 Pet.5.8.And is full of wrath becaufe his time grows fhorter, 
Rev.12.So we have Chrift actually given and revealed, and in the Gof- 
pell calling and inviting us and promifing reft and refrefhing for our 
foinls in ftch cafés of diftreffe,if we come to him. Ina word, to us the 
reft of the Lord Chrifts day isa more lively pledge of: eternall ret by 
him prepared in Heaven for us. 

Thefe things being cleare and manifeft, the conclufion following up- 
on thefe premifes is this: That we are as much or more bound by Gods 
law to keep the Lords day as a Sabbath of weekly reft, by ceafing 
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Chap.19 from all our own ordinary and common works and labours, 
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Feurthly they whoare more f{pirituall and have lively hope of Hea- 
ven,and have the Spirit fhed onthem more abundantly, they are more 
boand by Gods law tofequelter themfelysand with-draw their minds 
from worlldy cares,and more to mind heavenly things asat all other 
times,fo on the Lords holy day which is confecrated to heavenly, fpi- 
rituall and religiousworthip and fervice of God, and is a pledgeto them 
cfeternall reft with Chrift in Heaven. 

Forto whom Cod hath given more,of them fhail more be required. 

Now it is moft plainly teftified in the Scriptures, that Chriftians un- 
der the Gofpell are more {pirituall,and have the Spirit more aboundaht- 
ly (hed on them through Chrift, then the Fathers had, 4é€,2.17. & 
Tit.3.6. The Miniltery of the new Teitament isthe miniftery of the 
Spirit not of the letter,2 (or.3.6,And we have now more evidence and 
more afitirance of the bleffed hope referved in Heaven for us, Col.1.5. 
There is Chrift our life and treafure, Co/o/f.3.1,2, And there our hearts 
ought to be,and not on earthly things. We muft now be ready it Chrift 
call us to fell all and to give to the poore,that we may. have treafure in 
Heaven. 

Therfore we are bound by the Law etpecially onthe Lords.day our. 
weekly holy day, tobe more féqueltred from the world, and to, reft 
wholy from ail cares and labours about earthly things, that we inay be 
wholy devoted to heavenly things and to divane meditations, + ~ 

Lally, though Ancient Fathers and Dòétours of the Church did 
much condemne in their writings,the obfer\ ation of th: Sabbath after 
the manner of the latter Jews,to wit : in idlenetle,and in refting from 
all worldly affiirs,that they might {pend the day.in vain {ports and,.de- 
lights,and in wanton leaping and dancing,which in the grave judge- 
ment of thefe learned Fathers, was worieand more prophane then 
plowing and digging and working in wooll. Yet notwith!tanding - 
they do generally commend the Lords day asa day of refi to ail Gods 
people from all rurall works and worldiy affairs, that they may beat 
leifure to exercif2 themfelves in holy duties,andbe wholly devoted to 
the worfhip of God. And hereupon it is,that the learned ot thefe latter 
times;efpeciall, the builders of Gods Church in this land, do moft fre- 
quently in refpe& of this reft and ceffation from all fecular aff-urs call 
the Lords day the Sabbath of Chriftians, as appears. in the firft part of 


the Homily of the time and place of prayer, and do affirm that as, a 
q- 


The Doctrine of the Sabbath. 147 


Fathers in the old Teftament were bound to reft on. the feventh day Chap,?9 
from all manner of work: So alfo are Chriftians bound on the Lords 
day to reft and that by the law of God. 


CHATKY 


pi a fecond pofition which I have propounded before, which now 
comes tobe prooved is : That Gods law rightly underftood, doth 
in refpect of this duty of reft from all worldly affiires,as ftrı&tly bind us 
under the Gofpell on the Lords day,as it bound the fathers on the Sab- 
bath of the feventh day in the old Teftament. Here fome will perhaps 
imagine, that I go about to lay an heavy yoake of J ewith legall bon- 
dageupon Chriftians, contrary to Chriftian liberty, by which Chrift 
hath made usfree. But 1f they remember, and beare in mind what I 
have before prooved, to wit, That the fathers from the beginning had 
no fuch burden impofed on them as is commonly conceived, and that 
the Scriptures which are alledged to proove that they might not kin- 
dle a fire nor dreffe meate, nor go out of their place on the Sabbath day, 
and that it was death to gather {ticks on that day in cafe of neceffity, 
are much miftaken. They fhall be forced to confeffe that I take away 
the heavy yoake which many lay upon the Fathers in the old Tefta- 
ment, rather then lay any yoake upon Chriftians in the obfervation of 
the Sabbath. Yea that] require and urge no more then that whichall 
the learned of beft note in all ages have ever fince the time of the A- 
poftles, and by tradition from them commended to the Charches of 
Chrift, which alfo the lawes, Canons, and Doatrine of the Church of 
England generally received and eftablifhed, do impofe on us asthe 
light burden and eafie yoake of Chrift, 

Itis true that the Scribes and Pharifzes thofe great corrupters of the 
Law, and blinde Hypocrites as our Saviour calls them, did lay an hea- 
vy yoake on the people of their tiine, by their falfe gluffes and corrupt 
traditions, as ity divers other points, fo in the obfervation of the Sabbath. 
They held it unlawfull in cafe of neceffity to pull an care of corne, or 
any fruit from a tree onthe Sabbath day, and blamed Chrifts Difciples 
for doing fo when they were hungry and had no other inzanesto keep 
themfelves ftom fainting. They accufed our Saviour Chrift for working 
aglorious miracle, and doing a work of great charity on the Sabbath, 
when by his word he healed fome that were fick of great infirmities, 
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hap.20 and fent them away bearing their beds on their backs in open fight of 
al, which tended much to the honor of God,and madethe people glori-t 
fie Chritt and his Gofpell. But our Saviour reprooves them for this. 
ftrictaeflz,and convinceth them of errour by divers arguments, NG 
Firt, by Scripture which faith, that God Will haze mercy rather then 
facrifice, that is,God is ferved more acceptably with workes of ail 
which are morrall duties, thea facrifices which are but a fervice ceres 
moniall, and he delights more in works of mercy and charity thea jn 


them, as at all times, fo when they are done to his glory on the Sabbath 
day. So that if it were a breach and prophanation of the Sabbath, to do 
any work of mercy in it,then it mutt needs be much more a prophana- 
tion to l-bour and work about facrifces in killing beafts, dreffing and. 
wathing their fleth, and making fires to burne them,cn, the Altar, 
which were not fo pleafing to od as works of mercy. But the Phari- 
fees allowed and approoved {fuch works of facrificing and durtt not con. 
demne them. And therfore our Saviour concludes that they ought not 
to condemne his mererfull works of healing the fick on the Sabbath 
day,and fhews that vy ceafa-iag his,doings for prophazation,they did 
much more ceiifure che forenained actions of their Priefts even. the 
dreffing and burning facrifices, AZar.12.5,6,7,, Secondly, our Saviour 
prooves,that by Gods own law they were allowed to circumcife chil- 
dren.on the Sabbath day, avhenfoever it happened to-fall out on the 
eight day after the birth of children, and to thechild cireuincifed they 
applied healing medicines, and therfore they grofly erred sa aceufing, 
him for healing on the Sabbath which was a thing pleafing to Godand 
was aleff: labour then circumcifion,70b.7,.22, it pill 
. Thirdly, he canvinceth them of grofi: hy pocrifie and blindnef in 
that they impcfed heavy burdensupon others which they thenfelves, 
would not beare, they did reftraine men from pulliag an eare of come, 
rubbing and eating it on the Sabbath day in the cafe of hunger and; 
great neceflity, And yet they led theiroxen to the water,and did pall 
a fhee#or.an affe out of apit on the Sabbath day, AZar.12.11. Lek.13. 
15.814.5- By thefe arguments which-our Saviour ufed.again't the 
Serives and Pharifees in the Gofpell it 18 noft cleare and manifolt, that 
it was not the law of God given from the beginning, nor the will òf 
God the law-giver, but only the hypocritieall Scribes and Pharifzes 
who by their traditions and devices of tlreir own braines,. impofed on. 
the Jewes that ftri& and rigorous rekt and ceffacion from all workes 
f ` rye whatfoever 
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whatfoever onthe Sabbath’day, which the learned Fathers and Chri- Chap.2° 
{tian writers do @ll an heavy burden hard to be borne, 
- “Objet, But it may be fome will obje& that the Fathers in the old 
Teftament were bound to offer double facrifices on the Sabbath day, 
Numb,28.9. even two lambes of the firft yeare without {pot, and two 
tenth deales of flower £r a meat offering mingled with oyle, and the drinke 
offering therof N hich was more coftly and required more bodily labour 
‘and care,then any which is impofed on us Chriftians by Gods law up= 
on our Chriftian Sabbeth,and therfore their obfervation of theSabbath 
was an heavy yoake and burden, harder tote be borne then any which 
is impofed on us. y= 
Anfw, lanfwer; that this objection doth ftrongly proove the point 
‘in hand. For ifmore bodily lebour arid care was required’ of the Fe- 
thers in their worfhip (which was more carnall and bodily then ours) 
ontheir Sabbath, and we are therfore cafed of that y oake, and have a 
more fpirituall worfhip taught us, and impofed on us by Chrift and his 
Apoftles,as the Prophets foretold. Then were the Fathers lefl2 reftrai- 
ned ficm bedily laboures then we are, neither was thereto ftri@ and 
rigorous a reft and ceflationimpofed on them, which ferves much for 
the juftifying of our pofition, to wit : That Gods law tightly under- 
ftcod, and expounded according to the will and intent of God the 
lawegiver, doth asftrictly bind us under the Gofvell to reft from all 
worldly bufineflz on the Lords day, as it Lound the fathers on the fe- 
venth day in the old Teftament. 
But to proceed inthe further manifeftation of this truth: Although 
I could ‘tring many arguments and proofes both out of Scripture, alfo 
ontofthe writings of the learned,and cleare teftimonies Pavhich hew 
the confent of ali godly Orthodox writers of all ages : Yet becaufe 
T will leave no occafion or colour 'to fich fonnes of Beliall as doe in- 
triide into our éflemblies, to’ catch, calumniate and report my words 
falfely and to accufe my Doctrine, except they will harden their def- 
perate and malicious hearts,and put on brafén faces with whorifh fore- 
‘heads to.accufe the boly Scriptures, and the Doétrine publifhed in the 
booke of Homilies, and by law eftablifhed in this Church of England 
wherof we are members: therfore I will only commend tô your con- 
fideration the publick Doétrine of our Church in the very words 
of the Homilies, which both by ftatutelaw, and Royall prerogative 
are eftablifhed in this land and Kingdome, and will thew hew 
t V2 perfectly 
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Chap,20 perfeétly they agree with holy Scripture in this point.’ 

Firft,in the firk part of the Homilie, Coxcerningethe time and place 
of prayer, we are taught: that God in the fourth Commandement hathap- 
pointed the time for his people to affemle themfelves together folemuly, When 
he aid, Remember that than keep holy the Sabbath, Secondly,in the fame 
place it is affirmed, that the precife keeping of the feventh day, andthe ex- 
ternall ceremonial Worfhip of the Sabbat h Which the law required ; asit Was 
given tothe ewes being but ceremonial are ceafed to us, and We are not 
bound by the law fà Strictly to forbeare Work and labour ia the cafe of necef- 
hity after the manner of the fewes, That is as they were taught by the 
Scribes and Pharifeas, But We keep now the firft day of the weeke Which 
ws our Sunday, andmtke that our Sabbath, that 1s our day of rest, inthe 
honour of our Lord Chrif, Who as upon that day rofe from death conquering 
the fame mofi trinmphantly, Thefeare the words ofthe Homily. And 
that the keeping of a fet time,to wit : one dayin a Week ,Wherin We ought 
to ref from lawful and needfull Works, is found in the fourth ( ommande- 
ment, among the things Which appertaine ta the law of nature, and is a thing 
mof godly, moft just, and needfull for the fetting forth of Gods glory, and 
ought to be retained and kept of all good Chriftian people. So is it there 
exprefly affirmed. 

Thirdly, weare there taught, Thar as by the fourth Commandement no 
man on the fix dayes ought to be flothfull or idle, but diligently to labour in 
that e fate Wherin God bath [et him. Even fè God hath given expre fe charge 
to all men, that on the Sabbath day Which is now our Sunday, they fhould 
ceafe from all Worldly and Worke-day labour, and that Gods obedient peo- 
ple fhould ufe the Sabbath holily, and fè rest from their common and dayly 
bufineffe, that they may give themfelves Wholy to heavenly exercifes of Gods 
truereligicn and fervice, 

Fourthly, in the fame Homily all Gods people are urged and prefed 
to keep the Sunday for their holy Sabbath, by three Arguments, The firkt is 
the commandement of God inthe law. The fecond is, Gods example 
whorefted on the feventh day, and did no work of creation at all; but 
bleffed and fanctified it, and confecrated it to quietnes and reft from la- 
bour. The third is the example of the Apoftles, who immediately after 

the afcentton of our Lord Chrift began to keep this day of the week, 
and commended it to the firft Churches of the Gentiles,1 Cor.16. and 
called it the Lords day, Rev.t.10, Sithens which time Gods people 
bath alwayes without any gainfaying obferved it. 


Fifthly, 
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Fifthly and laftly, the Homilies thew that the reft and ceffation Chap,20 
which God requires by his law on the Lords day, at the hands of us 
Chriftians, is the fame which the law did bind the fathers unto from 
the beginning upon this Sabbath in the old Teftament. 

Firft, whereas the law commanded the Fathers to reft from all {fuch 
works, as they arc allowed to doon the other common dayes of the 
week,that is worldly labours,as the exprefle words of the law thew. 

Init thou fhalt not do any Worke,thou, nor thy finne nor thy daughter nor 
thy fervant &c. Exod.20,10, And again, thon fhalt do no fervile Worke 
therein, Lev.23.7. thou fhalt dono manner of fervile Worke,Numb,28.18. 
So the Homily blames all thofe people for wicked boldneffé and care- 
leffe prophanation of the Lords day, who make no confcience of doing 
their worldly bufineffe on that day, though there be no extreame need 
and neceffity. 

Secondly, asthe law forbids journeying from home about worldly 
affaires on the Sabbath, Exod. 16, 29, bringing in and carrying out 
Joads and burdens, Jer. 17.27. exercifing themfelves in the works 
of their ordinary calling and trade, as buying, felling, keeping 
market and faires on that day. So alfo the Homily condemnes 
them as tranfgreffours and profaners of the Lords Sabbath, who on 
the Sunday which is the Lords day and Chriftian Sabbath, do not 
{pate torideand journey, bring and carry, row and ferry, buy and fell, 
keep markets and faires ; and fo ufe the Lords holy dayes and worke 
dayes both alike. 

Thirdly, as the Law and the Prophets commanded Gods people in 
the old Teftament to reft in holines,£xod.31314.& 35.2. and not pol- 

-Jute the Sabbath, by doing their own pleafure, but to honour the Lord, 
not doing their own Wayes nor finding their own pleafure, nor Speaking their 
own words, 1/4.58.13. Soalfo the Homily requires of all Gods people 
the fame holy reft on the Lords day, in that it condemnes them Who fol- 
. bow vaine and carnall Shorts and flefbly pleafures, and all fach exer cifes as 
caule brawling andrailing and tend to Wantonneffe, asa Worfe fort of peo- 
ple then they that breake the Sabbath by Working and doing all tbeir bufinelfe 
in it, For thefe are the words ofthe Homily. The other fort is yet 
Worle, for though they will not travel and labour on the Sunday, as on the 
Weeke day, Yer they Willnot refè in holineffe as God commandeth, but they 
rest in ungodlinelfe and filthineffe, praunfing in their pride, pranking and 
pricking, pointing and painting themfelves to be gorgeous and gay, they 
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Chap.20 refi inexceffe and upcrfinity,in gluttony and drunkennelfe, like Rats and 
Swine, they. reft in brawling and raylizg, in quarrelling ‘Ard fighting, they 
ref nn Wantonnes 10yifh talking and filthy flejhlines,So that it dothevidently 
appeare, that God % more aifhonoured, and the Dizell bertir ferved ‘pon 
Sunday, then all other dayes of the Week befides: And F alfure you the beafts 
Which are commanded to-reft onthe Sunday honour God better then this kind 
of people. | | 
= Now by thefe expreffe words of the Homily we fee moft clearly that 
both this andthe former pofition are not any new Doétinsjor factions 
opinions-ef nny own dev ifing;as fome malicicus catchers and falfe tra- 
ducers have flanderoufiy reported both of them and me: But the true 
Orthodox: Doctrine of the Scriptures in: the law, the Prophets’ and 
new Teftament, and the divine Doctrine publickly received jit ‘the 
Church of England,and by law eftatlifhed. For the further éonfirma~ 
tion wherof, I could fay much befides the {trong Arguments which I 
have brought to proove the former pofition, which do over and above 
moft{trongly prove this elfe. For, firft, Ifthe Lords day be a more 
blefled day thenthefeventh day was'in the old. Teftament.: Secondly, 
Ifit bea more holy day,anda day of more holy Convocations and’ AL 

-  femblies. Thirdly, 1f wehaveas much, andas manifold ufe of reft 
and ceflation as they had and nore, Fourthly, 1f we be bound by 
Gods law,and by the Cofpell to be more {pirituall and more fequeftred 
from the world, beceufe we have more aboundant gifts of thé Spirit, 
more clearefight and knowledge of heavenly and eternall veft; and 
more hope of eternall life and glory. Thén it mutt needs follow): that 
we by Gods law are as ftrictly bound to reft and ceafe from all worldly 
cares and Lodily works, {ports and pleafures,as the Fathers were in the 

old Teftament, But becanfe fianderous traducers thal! have-nothifttg 
here to object againft me in this point,except they cardefperately har- 


a 


den their hearts and faces te accufe,blafoi eme and weuad throngh my 
fides the holy Scriptures, and the publick doGrine of the-Church of- 
England by the law eftablifhed and reyall Authority maintained : I 
-will content my felfe and defire you, myvhearers to be fatisfed with 
„this which I have faid and you have heard already. And fo I paffe to the 
third point before propounded concerning the duty of reft, even the 
manner and meafure of it,and in what cafes Gods law permits bodily 
exercifes on the Lords day. Jari fae ri at 
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i F Owfvever allworldly. works and labours are forbidden, and reft 
H froin themall is commanded in the Jaw,yet the equity of the law 
permits fome labours and exercifes,and in fome cafes allowes {uch bo- 
dily works,as are ordinarily unlaw full to Beidons on the Lords holy 
Sabbathday-tirht of all it isdaw full forMinifters and Preachers of Gods 
Word todo fome painfull and laborious works upon the'Lords diy, c- 
ven all fixch as are neceflary for the better fanctittcation of the day, and 
forthe edification of the people and flock in publiek. 

Thovehthey are not allowed toneglec their ftudies on the fix daycs,, 
but are bound to read, ftudy, meditate,and for hel;3 of their memories to 
write down the heads,points,and proofes of their Doctrine, before 
the day of Affembly;yet becant2 few or none are fo perfect, is to preach 
publickly with good order,method and readinzs of {pzech and memo- 
ry,that which they haveftudied without fearching and reading over 
the teftimomes of Scripture which they have collested and ftudied,and 
noting down and writing fome which come new and freh to their 
mind, and ferious meditating upon thatwhich they are to {peak, for bet- 
terimprinting of it intheir memories, Therfore there1s a neceility 
laidan them to labour in this kind on the Lords Sabbath, -Anithough 
it- be a great labour of the body to ftand up aad preach in, the Coagre- 
eationswith intention of the voycz and earaeltneflz of-aff2tion, aad 
doth more {pend the {pirits,and fireagth of the body, and makes drops 
of {weat run down the face more abouadantly then the tilling of the 
ground:Yet the matter in which they deale is holy and all their work 
is rehgitous,and their labour tends to an holy and fapernaturall ead,and 
is neceflary fora full fanatification of the day:therfore it is not only al- 
lowed,batalfo required and commanded by the law of God. Ifany doth 
rhake a doubt or queftion of this,truth we have very trong proofe ther- 
ofin the holy Seriptures, 

Fhefirt Argument is drawne from the hard bodily labours, and ar- 
tificieli pructifes of the Prieks which they wereby the law bound to 
performe in their double facrifices and offzrings on the Sabbath day in 
theold Teftament,they, were bound to flea lambs and to dreff: and 
wath the ficfh.and the ineralls,aid to offer them up in facrifices on the 
Altar,they were bound to lay them upon wood on the Altar, to kindle 
oo the 
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Chap.21 the fire and burne the fat and fome part of the fleth, alfo they were to 
take a tenth deale of flower to mingle it with oyle, and to make the 
drink offzring therof alfo,and to offer all to God,as we read, Num,28.9, 
Now ifGod by his law allowed and commanded fach bodily works 
on the Sabbath day,becaufe they were needfull for Sacrifices, and cir- 
cumcifion which were but a ceremonial! and typicall fervice of the 
Lord,which he inhis Temple required bya ceremoniall law for the 
fan@tification of the Sabbath, then much inoredoth Gods law allow 
and command his publick Minifters, to labour and fweat and {pend 
their bodily ftrength and {pirits in preaching his word in the holy 
Chriftian affemblies, where Chrift who is greater then the Temple is 
prefent by his Spirit in many of his members, who are fo many temples 
of the Holy Ghoft and of God, ; 

The fecond argument is drawn from the practife and Example of 
Chrift and his Apoftles. For as the [riefts and learned Scribes did of 
old read and expound the Law and the Prophets in all their Sina- 
gogues every Sabbath day ; and cur Saviour approoved this by joy- 
ning with them in fome praétife, preaching and teaching in their Si~ 
nagogues in great throngs and affemblies of people, which thronged 
after him and undoubtedly made him {weate, as appeares, Mat.4.13. 
& Fohs.10. Soalfo the Holy Apoftles did on the firft day of the week 
the Lords day, labour in the word,as we fee by the example of St, Paul, 
whoat Troas continued his preaching till midnight, becaufe he was 
to depart the next day, 4é,20.7.. Now what they did performeasa 
duty taught by the law and mooved by the SpiritofGod, in that all 
their faithfull fucceffours are boundtoimitatethem. Therefore the 
laboures and paines of Minifters and Preachers are allowed on the 
Lords day,beig holy and religious works,and fitteft of all for the holy 
day and holy place. 

A fecond fort of works allowed to be done on the Lords day, are 
bodily works and labours, which are fo neceffrry for the fitting and 
enabling of Chriftians to fan@tifie that day, and for bringing them un- 
to holy and publick affemblies and places of prayer and of Gods wor- 
{hip and holy fervice, that without fuch working and labouring even 
on that day they neither can be fo fit and able to ferveGod joy fully,and 
to worfhip him with cheerefull hearts, neither can they as the pre- 
fent cafe ftands, come unto holy Sabbath affemblies, to heare the word, 
to pray and to worfhip in publick. As for example, in ra of re- 

raint, 
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ftraint and of trouble and perfecution where publick Sabbath affem- Chap,2 
blies of true Chriftians are not tolerated and m Churches which are 
remotedivers miles, and in barren countries where the Churches are 
foureor five miles diftant from fome houfes and villages in the Parith, 
men may lawfully travell on foot and ride on horfes, or make their 
horfes labour in drawing them to the Church in Coaches, And becaufe 
men cannot be fo chearfullin the fervice of God, nor fo heartily re- 
joycetefore him, nor with ftrength and delight {pend the whole day 
in Sabbath duties, without warme and wholfume food, and plenti- 
full refrefhing oftheir weak bodies. Therfore the drefling, boyling, 
baking and rofting of meat is lawfull on the Lords day, fo farre as it 
more helps then hinders holy duties and the fervice of God. This is 
manifeft by the words of the law, Exod.12.16.where the Lord forbid- 
ding all manner of workeon his holy Sabbaths, excepts labour and 
worke abont that which people were to eat, and which was necefla- 
ry forthe upholding of an holy moderate feafting on thofe dayes, This 
was practifed by the Pharifees and by our Saviour and his Apoftles, 
who on the Sabbath day came toa feaft to the houfe ofa chief Pharifee, 
Luk, 14,1,2.Alfo the fpeech of the Shunamite to his wife,2 King.4.23. 
doth import, that for the folemn obfervation of the Sabbath they were 
wont torideandtravell to the Prophets and to places where they 
might worfhip God, and be inftruéted in the knowledge of his will 
and worfhip. 

For when fhe defired an Affe to ride ov, and a young man to 
attend her unto Carmell where Elifhathe man ofGod was: Wherefore 
wilt thou (faith he) goeto him to day feeing it is neither New Moone nor 
Sabbath? Buthere let me give a caution. That Chriftian people be 
not too heedlefle fetting their habitations in places remote from the 
Church for fome worldly commodities,when they may with a little 
leffe conveniency dwell neere.And that they do not by unneceflary fea- 
fting end fuperfuous drefling of meat,hinder,or wholy difable fome of 
| family from keeping holy the Lords day,a fault to common in our 

ayes, 

Thirdly, All works and actions of bodily laboar which are works of 
mercy and of charity which cannot without convenience or danger be 
deferred,or which may be done without hindering of our fouls inGods 
publikworthip,and to the great comfort of our brethren are law full and 
may be done on the Lords day: As for example, vifiting of the fick and 
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Chap,21 of them thatare in prifon,or in any great diftreffe,and applying and mi- 
niftering comfort and healing medicines to them; offering and gathe- 
ring of collections for the reliefe of poore Saints, labouring to fet men 
atunity, andtoreconcile jatring neighbours. Thefeare holy, pious 
works,as our Saviour fhews, and he accounts fuch deeds when they 
come from a fincere hzart as if they were done to himfelf, Mat.25.40. 
Yea he himfelfdid commoaly on the Sabbath day _practife fuch deeds 
fo often as he found occafion,as we read, AZat.1 2, Luk 6. Paul by infpi- 
ration of the Spirit,and by Commandement from the Lord Chrift doth 
ordain,and appoint fuch works to be done on the Lords day,2 Cor.16. 
1,2. And from the dayes of the Apoftles,all true Churches of Chrift did 
practife fuch works of mercy,viety,and charity, as Pustin Martyr wit- 
nefleth,and divers others in after ages. And {uch works the Ecclefiatti- 
call conftitutions of our English Church command and commend on 

the Sundayes and holy dayes of the Lord. 

Fourthly,all bodily works of great and extream neceility which con- 
cern the life and fafety of men,and of their cattell, the prefervation of 
neceflary creatures,and other good things of good ufe, value and mo- 
ment, ferving for mans being and well-being,may lawfully be done on 
theLords day, As for example,1.Fighting for our lives and for the fafety 
of our country or city againft enemies which invade us,and fet upon us, 
and taking advantage if God doth offer it to us on the Lords day, as fo- 
fhua did at Jericho in compafiing the city byGods appointment,and (by. 
circumftances it is probable) taking it on the feventh day and offzring 
2 bloudy facrifice in fire to God,as a ( berem,or Anathema, devoted and 
feparated to God, for the firk fruits of the Land of (aaaan after they 
came over fordaz,from which no man might without Sacriledge de- 
tra& any thing,as Achan did and was cut off for it, 7o/b.6. If Pofbua did 
compaffe the city {even dayes together (as the text faith) then oneof — 
the feven muft needs be the Sabbath,and moft likely the laft of the fe- 
ven,wherin the city was taken and off:red up in fireasa devote thing 
to Cod.God offering the occafion and giving the advantage by the ruin 
ofall the walls about the city, didimpofe a necellity upon them to 
take and deftroy the city on that day,and this work was difpenfed with 
and approved by God, and fo are all of the like kind (For neceffizy hath mo 
Law, 7 

Secondly,by the fame tule other works of neceffity,as labour in quen- 
ching fire,when mens honfes are on fire,ọr the towne in danger, orin 
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Ropping ofa breach when the fea, or fome overflowing river breakes Chap. 21 
through the bancks,and is ready to drowne {ome part of the country ; 

and to deftroy men and beafts, and there is a neceffity of remooving 

men and beafts,corne and other good creatures that they be not drow- 

ned and fwallowed up. And ina word wherefoeverGod brings men in- 

to that neceffity,that they cannot be keptin welbeing without prefent 

help by fome work done on the Sabbath day, fuch works are not for- 

bidden on that day. Neither are killing of fheep and oxen,nor dreffing 

of them nor grinding corne nor baking bread to refrefh an army retur- 

ned from battell and ready to faint without prefent fultenance,by dref- 

fing and preparing fome part of the prey which they have taken : Our 

Saviour in the Gofpell prooves this clearly, A@at.1 2. Where by Davids 
example, who did take and eate the fhew bread in his neceflity he de- 

fends his Difciples and their aét of plucking eares of corne,rubbing and 

eating them on the Sabbath, and alfo alloweth leading of cattell to 
drink,and the drawing them out of pits and fuch like. 

But becaufe occafion is here offered to {peak of all kinds of actions 
which are allowed tobe done, and from which men are not bound to 
ret wholy onthe Lords day: It will be expected of fome,that I fhould 
{peak of actions and exercifes of {port and recreation, whether men be 
altogether reftrained from them, or whether any of them be lawfull to 
- be ufed on the Lords day : Now becaufe I will not provoke nor ex- 
afperate any who feeme of contrary judgement, efpecially men of 
great place and authority: will propound my judgment which I con- 
ceive to beagreeable to Gods word, only in generall rules gathered 
out of the holy Scriptures, which all underftanding Chriftians may ea- 
fily apply tothe particulars.1. It is acknowledged by all godly lear- 
ned Divines: That no recreations or {ports which feed and cherifh 
mens corrupt and carnall affections are at any time lawful, as idle and 
vaine jefting, wanton geftures, and dalliance which increafe luft and 
occafion wantonneffe, and therfore leaft of all to be tollerated on the 
Lords day : For this is feeking of our own pleafures and polluting the 
Lords holy day which the Prophet Z/atah condemnes,?/2.5 8. 2 Honeft 
and lawfull {ports and recreations, {uch as fhooting, wraftling and o- 
ther games of activity, hunting hawking, angling and the like, though 
they be lawfull at other times : yet they are not to be tollerated on 
the Lords day inany meafure if they be found to hinder men from 
publick worthip and fervice of God, and publicke fet duties of picty 
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Chap.21 fit fortheday, or to withdraw them from private duties: requifite in 
Chriftian families, as prayer, reading, meditation, repetition and exa- 
mining of Do&ttines by the Scripture which have been publickly 
preached and heard, private inftru@tions,exhortations.and mutuali pro- 
vocations to piety and topraifing of God by fiaging P falmesaad the 
like: Whatfoever forts and recreations do hinder thef2,and withdraw 
people from them, they are oa the Lords day impious and prophane 
how-lawfull foever on other dayes : In this point ail godly grave aad 
learned Divines doagrez, And how finfull prophane and hatefall to 
God fach foorts are on the Lords day , 

The Lord bimfelfe doth continually fhew and declare by the man y 
examples of dreadfulljudgments: and tokens of his wrath which he 
hath fhewed and doth ftill thew in this and all ages ror fach domes, 
drowning fome in their fwimming, breaking the backs, armes, legs 
and necks: of other in their wraftling, f{triking with horrible lamenes 
and with deadly furfets, and fuddendeath, leapers, dancers, hunters, 
hawkers, riders,bo wlers and fuch like, ; - 

. And let every mai take heed that his own heart do not deceive him, 
andthat he do not flatter himfelfein his folly, whenit is manifeft that 
fuch {ports area mans own pleafures condemned by the Prophet, 7/2. 
5 8. And are feen and known daily to {teale away mens hearts from ho- 
ly duties, and to turne their affections from heavenly and fpirituall 
things, wherin they ought chiefly to delight. 

Thirdly.as men may not do the lawfull works of their calling, nci- 
ther in providing meate, drink, clothes or other necefMfiries on the 
Lords day, with a bare refpect of naturall gocd and worldly profit, be- 
caufe this is doing of lis own wayes and works, and not the work of 
God. Unto which Gods holy day is wholy confecrated and fet apart : 
Except only in cafe of neceffity, when men and beafts cannot other- 
wife be preferved in life,health and being,or when Gods people with- 
oat fuch works cannot be made fit and able to ferve God cheerfully 
asthey ought on that day: So alfo no bodily {ports, recreations and 
pleafares are tobe tolerated or ufed, meerely to cherith the flefh,tore- 
frefh the body, and to procure bodily ftrength, but only fach as arein 
very deed needfull in themfelves, and ufed and intended by Gods peo- 
ple with this.purpofe,and:te this ead,that:they may-with more ability, 
alacrity and. cheerefulneff@ do the holy:warks, and performe the:holy 
duties: of 450ds. worfhip.and fervice which are proper tothe Lorde 
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holy day; Firft; this is manifeft by the words of the Lord: 7/z.58. Chap,4 . 
13. Where he requires of his people, thas. they turne away their feete 
from doing their owne pleafureson his holpdty, and call the Sabbath a de- 
light, the holy of the Lord, Honzurasle,and honour him not doing their anme 
wayes, nor finding thew owne pleafure, By their owne wayesand plez- 
fures, we are to underftand, not only their corrupe finfull works, 
filthy words and vame carnall pleafures which proceed from: nature 
corrupted and naturally tend to increaletranfgreflion (forthey arero 
be abhorred every day and at all times) but here by their owne wayes, 
words and pleafure we are to anderftand fuch as proceed from. mature 
created good,and are only intended to that end, and have none other 
eff: Forfuch, though at other times lawfall aad honeft, yet on 
Gods holy day are prophane, common and inordinate, as tlrefe words 
imply. : De 

Secondly, as it is not lawfull to ufe Gods holy word in jefting, nor 
with it to mingle our own vain talk, norto play witl holy. things, be- 
caufe this istaking of Gods name in vain, So undoubtedly to ufe 
worldly delights, and to {port our felves with vanifhing;earthly natu- 
rall and civill pleafures,which-are neither ufefull to helpe. and’ farther 
usin holy devotion,nor inteaded-by us to'that end, is ‘a. prophanation 
of Gods holy day,and‘an intermingling of our owi prophaneneff2:with 
the fpiritual!, and heavenly obfervation of the Lords holy day,in which 
God requires ferious fanctification,and grave and: fober’ converfations, 
as our own Ecclefiafticall (onftitations do afirme :: the: reafon is the 
fame in both. i ; iy 
- Thirdly, in allother things confecrated by: God hiinfelf;. andby'his 
word and commandement to holy: and heavenly ufe, it hath alwayes 
bin counted a greivous off:nce to adde our owne: naturall inventions 
and devifes tothem, orto turn them to common,civill and meer natu- 
rall ufe;cither in whole or part,except in cafe of neceffity, So undoub- 
tedly itisby the fame reafon a grievous off:nce willingly and purpof- 
ly toimploy the Lords holy day, or any. part therof to. common. na» 
turall-and civill {portsand delights. Now.the firft is manifeft by the 
word and lawofGod, Nadab and Abihu, the fons of Aaroni were 
confumed by fire from the Lord when: they offtred: facrifices with 
commonfire, Levit:10. Becanfe’ they added totheholy offering that 
whieh was common.’ bho gl aus) ae Wie 

Alfo the fons of E/y did fin grievqufly.ini taming, any: part. E 
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Chap.22 theconfecrated. flefh to feed their own bellies, 1'Sam,2: Saxlinture 
| ning Gods,facrifice to a prophane ufe, and ‘forcing himfelfe to do it in- 
ordinately, that he might make the people to ftand tohim, and keep 
themfrom fcattering, finned and loft his Kingdome, 1 Sam.13. And 

when the J ewes prophaned Gods honfe of prayer;which was the holy 

place, by buying, felling and money changing, it was fo vile in our 
Saviours eyes,and fo wicked, thathe who in other things was a meeke 
Lambe, being mooved with zeale, did like a Lyon roare againft them, 

fell violently upon them and whipt them out with difgrace, Poh.2. 

Now the Lords Sabbath is an holy day fanétified by God immediatly 

after thecreation, and commanded in the fourth Commandement to 

be kept holy, And our Saviour by his refurrection hath confecrated and 

bleffed the Lords day above all other dayes of the week and made it the 

Lords Sabbath, more holy then the firft,as hath been before abundantly 
prooyed, And as all true Chriftian Churches,fo our Church more efpe- 

cially both by Doétrine and practife hath openly approoved this for the 

Lords Sabbath. Therfore no part of this day ought to be turned to na- 

‘turall,civill or carnall {ports and delights, PaT r 

Laftly, though our Churches the places of our koly affemblies, and 

our communion tables have no particular exprefle commandement for 
them from God, but only are confonant and agreeable to the houfes of 

God in J/rael,and we have no other warrant for them but the example 

of Gods people in the old Teftament,and owr own experience,and rea- 

fon teaching that they are very neceflary for publick affemblies,and ho- 

ly fervice: the piet of ground is chofen by men, and the materials 
and framing of them and the forme of them are all the workes of 

men, ‘God hath neither appointed the place, as in the Temple af Pe- 
rufalem, nor the materials and the forme, as in the Tabernacle, the 

Arke and Altars which were built by Mofes : Yet we would count it 

a great cflence, to turne any part of the Church to bea place for com- 

mon {ports and plies, or adancing Schoole, and to play at dice, or 

Cards, or other profane games, upon the Communion Table. Now 

then feeing we count it unlawfull to profane the places confecrated to 

holy ufe by men in imitation of God, and not by expreffe commande- 

ment given for the feparation of the ground or the place: We ought 

more to count it unlawfull to fpend any part of Gods holy day incar- 

nall {ports, being a time fan@ified by his exprefle word, and bleffed 
with the greateft blefling. no) vibe 
Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, and inthe laft place, whatfoever recreations and exercifes ‘Ghap,22 . 
of body and mind, are neceffarily required for the bettering of our fan- 
Gification of the Lords day, and the enabling of us to performe with | 
more cheerefulnes, ftrength and courage the holy worfhip of God, and 
the work and fervice of his holy Sabbath, and which are alfo intended 
by usonly to that end and ufe,thein we may ufe,And fo far as they ferve 
to further,and in no wife to hinder Gods‘holy worthip and the imme- 
diate works and duties therof, This is'manifeft by Gods allowing to 
his people in the law,dreffing of meat, and cheerefull feafling on his 
Sabbath and holy dares : Which are needfull to cheere up men, and to 
provoke them to worfhip him with all thankfulnes of heart,alfo to put 
on our beft apparell,that we may come decently to Gods houfe,! > : 

As thefe are lawfull being directed to holy ufe,fo undoubtedly honeft 
retiefhing with recreations which cheere up the heart, and refrefh: 
the fpirits, are lawfull when they are helpfull to holy exercifes and 
are directed to that end, as {tiring of the body , walking into gardens 
or fields, to take freth aire being found very helpfull to Preachers, to 
revive their fpirits,ftrengthen their lunges, cleare their voyces, fhar- 
pen and quicken.their wits and memories, and being done only to 
that end are lawfull. < | 

- Soalfo walking into the corne fields in fommer or harveft, or into 
meddowes and Paftures in the fpring, both to refreth our bodies and 
{pirits, and to give us occafion to admire Gods bounty in cloathing the 
lillies,and his fatherly providence in making the earth fo fruitfull, and 
to laud and praife him,is lawfull forus. And ifafter publick and private 
exercife wedo fo walk about, divers together conferring of heavenly 
things, and taking occafion by fight of earthly bleflings to provoke one 
another to thankfulnefle, and acknowledgment of Gods love, this no 
doubt is arecreation fit for the Lords day, and helps much our devo- 
tion, and this feemes to have beene pra@tifed by our Saviour who 
went through the corne fields on the Sabbath day,-97ar.1 2.1. and his 
Difciples with him. } ; l 
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JN thelaft place I come to the fpeciall duties of holineff by which 
the Lords Sabbath is efpecially faid to be fanctified, which will run 
through as briefly as I can, fo far as brevity may-ftand with plainnefle 
- and 
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Chap,22-and perfpicuity. And firt of all you thall fee, thatthe moft frit fn- 
"tification of the Lords day, which is taught and urged by the godly. 
learned both Ancientand Moderne Chriftian Divines, is no. Judaifme.. 
I would have you to take {peciall notice, that whatfoeyer things the 
Jews and natural [/raclires were bound by the law to performe in the 
iancihcation of the old Sabbath,which were meerly typical! and. cere- 
moniall,and were ordained and-practifed only tolignifie dome things, 
which are fully accomplithed in Chrift that we hold tobe fò abolithed 
and made void that Chriftrans ought in no cafe to obferve or practife 

them,on their new Sabbath the Lords day. - 

For they areali remooved with the change of the day,and we ought 
to avoid theni as much 2s we avoid the old Sabbath, which was the fe- 
venth day trom the beginning of dayesin the Creation. As for exa myple, 
offering the Sacrifices of fhin beaks. & meat.and drink-offerings of fine 
flower mingled with oyle and fach like,and incenfe and gums and {pi- 
ces,they were but types and thadows of Chrift his {ubltantiall facrifice, 
and in that refpec holy by confecration. And though divers of them 
were indiferent and tolerable while the bodily Temple was yet ftan- 
ding; yet when God hath caft them out by the deftruaion of the ma- 
teriall temple,and the change of the weckly Sabbath, they ate growne 
unlawfull to be practifed,and the reviving of the practif¥ of them is çal- 
led abomination, D.an.12,And Apoftacy from Chrift, Gal.4.5. and tut- 
Qing again to weak and beggarly elements and rudiments,and becom- 
ming flavestothem,Gal.4g.9. - at 
< Whertore we are now oly to obferve in ont fan@ifieation of our ho- 
ly weekly Sabbath fuch holy duties,and exercifes as arè holy at all times 
and in all ages,both before and under thelaw, and now alfo under the 
Gofpell, which in their own nature are either truly holy or tend to 
beget, increafe, and cherifh holy graces in men, And becaufe God 
hath by the Gofpell thined into our hearts, to givens the light of the 
knowledge of hisglory in the face of Jefas Chrift, Cor.4.6.And hath 
fhed his Spirit on us abundantly through him, Tir, 3.6. And fomade 
us more f{pirituall, becaufe alfo our Saviour himfelf hath taught us in 
the Gofpell, that God isa Spiritand they are true worfhippers who 
worfhip him in ae a 23,24. Therfore the chiefett ‘duties by 
which the Sabbath is fan@ified, are the moft {peciall duties of Gods 
worfhip, and the more fpirituall, the more Pleafing to God and more 
befeeming Chriftians. rips | 


So 
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So that the firftrule which is here to be given, and tobe obferved is Chap,22 
this, That all Gods people do chiefly labour to ftirre up, and quic- 
ken the grace of God intheir hearts,and holy, heavenly and fupernatu- 
rall aff:¢tions in their foules,that with pure minds and f{pirits they may 
performe all duties and actions of Gods worfhip and fervice both pub- 
lick and private. It is true that all tires and on all daies we ought to 
keep our whole {pirit and foule,as well as our body, pure and blameles, 
to ferve God as well with inward affzction of heart and purity of {pi- 
rit,as out ward, vifible,fenfible actions and geftures of body. But be- 
canfe the Lords day is the moft blefled day of the week, fan@ified and 
fet apart for the holy worfhip, and immediate fervice of God, and for 
publick and private fervice, devotion and religious duties only, there- 
fore we all ought to have as great care to furnifh our foules with 
fpirituall beautics of holines more aboundantly and in greater meafure, 
as we have to make clean and neat our houfes, and to deck and adorne 
our bodies with our beft and cleanneft holy day apparrell,on the Lords 
day.For though outward and bodily actions and geftures are required 
as requifite and neceflary in the publick worfhip of God, and without 
them it is as impoffible to do that publicke duty and fervice to God, 
which belongs to mutuall edification of Chriftians in this life, and to 
the folemne lauding and praifing of him in publik aflemblies, as it isto 
performe vifible and fenfible ations of this life by the foule only with- 
out the body,yet bodily fervice and worfhip of God,as comming duly 
and diligently to the houfe of God to publick aflemblies, hearing the 
word with all attention, and {peaking it with great vehemency,pray- 
ing, worlhipping, and giving thankes in the beft forme of words 
which can be devifed and with moft humble and reverent geftures of 
devotion,as bowing down the body to the ground, „knocking of the 
breaft, fighing,groaning,lifting up the hands and eyes to Heaven, and 
the like,they all without {pirituall affe@tion and devotion of the heart, 
are no better then a dead carkaffe without a foule, yea they are filthy 
hypocrifieand mockery of God, and loathfome abhomination in his 
fight, as the Lord by the Prophet teftifieth, //4.1.c4.10,to the 16.verfe. 
And 29.13. And therfore let our firft and chiefeft care be about the 
fitting and preparing of onr hearts, and filling and replenifhing our 
foules with fpirituall affctions, and quickening and ftirring up in- 
ward and {pirituall grace withinus ; for thefe are the life and foule 
of allreligious duties, andof all holy worfhip of God,and without 
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Chap,22 them we cannot in the leaft mzafure fan&titie Gods holy day, nor per- 
forme any leait duty of faadtification, acceptable toGod: Now the 
{peciall means which ferve forthe qnickniag of {pirituill grace and 
kindling of {pirituall devotion in our hearts are divers : The firk is that 
which I have {poken off before in the duties which coacern reft,to wit, 
a totall fequeftring of our felves from all worldly butinefl, and putting 
away all earthly thoughts,cares, and delights,that our whole heart and 
foule, and all our aff:Stions being purged from all {uch droffz,may have 
room for holincs only, and for fpirituall devotion and motions of the 
Spirit: For no man can ferve two Matters at once,God and the world: | 
Catt out earthly,carnall choughts,and fpirituall and heavenly aff:ctions 
will eafily enter, and beare fway. 

And becaufé this fequettring of oar felves from cares of the world, 
mult go before true fan&tification in order and time, therfore undoub- 
tedly the beginning of the Lords Sabbath day, is there where the old 
Jewith Sabbath ended,that is,in the evening of the Saturday: And 
certainly when men taking their Rek feom labour the whole night be- 
fore the Lords day for {equettring themfelvs from worldly butines, fit- 
ting of their fouls with fpirituall devotioa,and ftirring up of grace in 
their hearts,then do they moft proStibly begin their Sabbath, for by 
the means the time of preparation and quitting of the mind from 
worldly troublefom: thoughts, fhall go before the time of practife and 
publik afemblies, wherin they are to appeare before God, and to per- 
forme the main duties of Santidcatioaandot his holy wor.hip. And 
here I cannot pafleby without fome reproofe that evill carnall cuftom, 
mott worthy to be condemned which ts too common among ourCiti- 
zens, who defer their recxning with their work-men untill the cve- 
ning and night which begins the Lords day. Let me here admonith 
youll to forfake this practife, if you love the Lord, and will honour 
his holySabbath. : 

The fecond meanes is to meditate on thofe things which may ftirre 
up our dull fpiritsyand quicken grace in our hearts, as firt upon the 
greatnefle, holinefle and glory of the Lord, and on the infinite Ma- 
yelty ot him, before whom weare to appeare, and more {pecially to 
prefent our felvs when the light of the day commeth,and both to {peak 
to him in prayer and praifes,to heare him {peak to us inhis word, read 
and preached. This muft needs moore and ftir up {pirituall devotion 
and affection: as we fee by experience in worldly things,how carefull 
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we are to trimme and fit our felves when we are to go before an earth- Chap,22 
ly King or fome great Nobles. Secondly, to confider what holineffe 
and purity,efpectally of heart and foule is required in ufing the publick 
holy ordinances of God,and in approaching neare to him, to worfhip 
him in his holy place his own houfe, as we read, Levit.20.7, 1 Peter 
1.15,16. 

the holinefle that becomes Gods houfe is not vanifhing fhows and 
fhadows which pafle away in the doing and ufing of them,as bowing, 
cringing and fuch geftures,but a fpirituall and internall holines which 
Jafts for ever,and can never be defaced nor perifh,as David fhews,P fâ. 
93.5. Itisbetterthen thoufands of Rams, Mich.6.6,7,8. It is put- 
ting on of Humility, Mercy ,meeknes;and all other affz@ions,and depar- 
ting from all iniquity,2 Zim.2.19.It is the Image ofChrift in the new 
creature which is created after God in righteoufneff and holines, that 
is, which cannot lye nor deceive by failing,but lafts for ever, Ephef: 4. 
24,Thirdly,to call to mind thofe Scriptares which require holy pre- 
paration,as Eced.5.1,. which fhews Gods anger againft fuchas come to 
his houfe without due furniture and a wedding garment,asZat, 22.123 
Fourthly,to meditate on that wherof the Sabbath is a figne and pledge 
unto us,even our Refurrection to eternall life, and to the eternall Reft 
of glory in heaven inthe fight and fruition of God, whom none can fee 
without holines, This is moft powerfull to ftir up {pirituall affection 
and to quicken grace in our hearts, 

The third means is earneft preyer to God for his Spirit and increafe 
of his {pirituall grace in our hearts,that is of great force if ıt be impor- 
tunate,Lvk.11.13.& 18.1.and fervent, Pam.5.16. And therfore when 
the Lords day beginneth in the evening or day going of the Saturday, 
we muft make fpeciall prayers for this purpofe,asalfo in the morning 
when we awakeand feethe light of the Lords holy day. 

In the next place after we are thus prepared, we muft fet our felves 
wholy to the performance of the duties ae ichare required 
for the fan&tification ofan holy Sabbath tothe Lord, which are either 
publick or private. The firft publick duty is diligent affembling of out 
felves with the Congregation of Gods people in the houfe of God, 
the place of publick aflemblies, This is fo neceflary that without it 
there can be nofolemne fervice, nor publick worfhip of God perfor- 
med by as.This the Lord requires in the law,where he joyns thefe two 


together,as infeperable companions, even holy convocations ai 
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of a Sabbath, €¥04.12.16. Thefe our Saviour Chrift did frequent though 
Lord of the Sabbath, as well as the fathers did under the Jaw, as ap- 
peares, Mark,1.27. And fo did his Apoftles on the new Sabbath the 
Lords day,t Cor.16.1,2. 

The fecond publick duty in the publick worlhip ofGod, is prayer, 
lauding and praifing him, and ofring up facrifices of thankfulneffe 
and the firit fruites and calves of our lippes, in a folemne orderly and 
decent manner andorder. This the holy men of God caretylly per- 
formed in the honfe of God on their Sabbath in the old Teftament , 
as David fhewes, P/al.s.7.& 42.4. And this our Saviour commends 
tous foran holy duty in Gods houte, where he cals the honfe of God 
the houfe of prayer, AZat.21.13, that not only to the Jewes, butalfo 
toall beleeving nations,as the Prophets wards by him cited do thew, 
Hfa.56.7. Thisthe godly at Philippi, where they had no Synagogue 
nor Church, performed in apublick aflembly by a rivers fide, cs 
16.13. This was practifed by the firft Chriftians at Judez, Aét.2.46, 
47. and this the Apoftle enjoynes, Heé.13 IS. This David foretold, 
Pfàl.118.24. In a word all Scriptures which teach us to call upon 
God, to pray, to cenfeffe our fins, to humble our {elves before God, to 
worthip him and to give thanks, and do cammend thete for holy du- 
ties, they do much more teach us to performe them on the Lords day 
in our holy affemblies, : 

The third fort of publick duties are the holy ordinances of God, 
which tend properly to beget and increafe holineflz, and to teach. 
Chriftians Gods holy worthtp and feare, to wit: the publick reading 
and expounding of the word ofGod, and preaching and Catechifing 
ọn the Minifters part, and on the peoples part reverent attention and 
hearing of the word of God. This was aconttant practice from the 
dayes of old which the Fathers obferved fo long as the Church of the 
Jewes,and firt Temple was landing. Asappeares,e4éfs 13.15. and 
(bap.1§.21,27, 

Alio by our Saviours praétife, preaching in the. Sinagogues every 
Sabbath day, £uk.4.16, Afark,1.31. And this the Apoftles practifed 
in holy: affemblies which they appointed to be kept on the Lords day, 
and this they commanded to be performed by all the Chriftian Chur- 
ches,as appeares, 4.41.25 .8& 20.7.8 1 ( 07.16.1.& 14.23526.Col.4, 
14, 1 Thef.5 .27. 


_ Fourthly, befides preaching, reading and expounding of the ho- 
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ty Scriptures, there is alfo the adminiftration of the Sacraments, as of C 


Baptifme and the Lords Supper, the latter of which efpecially is an ho- 
ly Sabbath daics ordinance of Chrift, firft inftituted in the affembly of 
his Apoftles, and not to be adminiftred and received ordinarily but in 
Sabbath affemblies, and publick meeting of the Church comming to- 
gether on the Lords day,as we gather from 4é?,20.7.& 1 Cor,11,20, 
33. And that publick Baptifme is moft fit to be adminiftered on the 
Lords day in the publick affembly,thefe reafons thew. 1. Becanfz it is 
joyned with preaching, Mat.28.16. Secondly, becaufe it is there - 
ceiving of the Baptifed into the true vifible Church, Thirdly, in pub- 
lick it may be better performed by the joynt prayers of the whole 
Congregation. Fourthly,it may mach profit the whole publick Con- 
gregation of Gods people by putting them in mind of the covenant 
made in Baptifine. 

The fifth fort of publick Sabbath duties,are works of mercy and cha- 
rity which are fruits of faith working by love, Unto which duties the 
pabliekMinitters fo often asoceafionis offered, are to exciteup the peo- 
ple,and they ought to offer freely and to make collections for the peore 
Saints. This S',Pav/taught, 1 Cor.16.1,2. and this was intimesand 
ages next after the Apoftles practifed and performed, as Pu/tin Martyr 
teftifies, 4 polog.2.pag.77. 

Sixthly, publick cenfures of the Church, and actions of correétion: 
are moft fitly performed in publick affemblies of the whole Church on 
the Lords day, fuch as open rebuke of feandalous {inners,before all the 
people, that others may feare, Excommunication and cafting out, and 
excluding from outward communion obftinate and refra@ary offen- 
ders,as hereticks,adulterers,inceftuous perfons,and fuch like,Receiving 
into the Church of God fuch as are caft out, upon their humble con- 
feffion, and publick repentance openly before the whole Church. 
Thefe are not to be done in corners but in the face of the Church, as St. 
Paulordained by commandement from the Lord, and by dire@ion. 
from the Spirit of God, 1 Tim.5.20.1 (07.5.4. & 2 Cor.2.6,7. andas 
divers of the ancients have held and fhewed intheir pra&ife. 

Seventhly, ordaining and calling of Bifhops, Paftors and Elders, 
being of old performed in the face of the whole Church, with publick 
prayers,and laying on af hands, 42.1.15. & 14.23.2 Cor.8.19. Asit 
was of old, foat this day is avery fit duty of the Lords holy weekly 
Sabbath.. 

Befides 
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Chap.22 Beides thefe publick dutics, there are divers private duties which 
are neceflary both to make the publick duties efectuall, and fruitfall, 
and to teftihe to the praife and glory of God the power of his holy or- 
ee and the worke of the Spirit by them upon our hearts and 

oules, 

The firft of thefe is private prayer,cicher by our {elves alone, or in our 
families with our Children, fervants and others of the houfhold, for if 
we muft pray continualiy when juit occafion and opportunity is offe- 
red asthe Apoftle teacheth, 1 The/-5. then moftefpecially before we 
go unto,and after we returne from the publick aflemblies, for ableffing 
upon Gods publick ordinances both to our felves and others : Our Sa 
viour bids us pray in fecret, and David exhorts us to commune with 
God on our beds, and to pray after his example, morning, evening and 
at noone day. 

The fecond is meditation of fuchas are alone, on things heard in the 
Church, and repetition inthe family for the printing of the word in 
their minds and memories, and mutuall inftruétion and exhortation 
oneof another, without which the word will take {mall effe@ af 
terwards and quickly be forgotten: Saint Pa#/ doth intimate the ne- 
ceffary ufe of this duty; where he commands women to aske and learne 
of their Husbands at home,and not to {peak inthe Church, 1 Cor,14, 
35-& 1'T 97, 2.11. nae 

This is the holy duty which God commended in Abraham, Gen.18. 
That he did command and teach his houfhold and Children, which 
few men can do conveniently on the weeke dayes, when every one is 
about their worke, fome in one place and fome inanother, only the 
Lords day is the fitteft. : 

The third is rejoycing, finging of Pfalms and praifing God in our fa- 
milies, this David commends for a duty of the Sabbath, P /4/.92.1. 
And this Paul and Silas taught us by their example, 4.16.35. Where 
they two being in prifon and in the ftocks, are faid on the Lords day 
at midnight, to pray and fing Pfalmes with fo loud a voice, that the 
Prifoners heard them. And yet I hope none dare call them Puritanes 
and Hypocrites, as the prophane mifcreants of our time call all the fa- 
milies in which they heare finging of Pfalmes on the Lords day. 

The fourth is vifiting of the fick and of prifoners,releiving the poore 
and needy,perfwading of difagreeing Neighbours to peace and recon- 
ciliation:Thefe are works of mercy, and of Chriftian love and chan 
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and have no proper end but tobring honour to God, and to make him Chap, 2? 


tobe praifed of his people, and his people tobe edifed inlove., And 
being an holy private fervice of God, they may be cone on the Lords 
day,and our Church do&rine doth teach them,and Eccleviafticall con- 
ftitutions allow them. 

The laft duty is meditating on Gods workes, magnifying them and 
{peaking of them with admiration one toanother, ifuponany juft oc- 
cafion, or for neceffiry refrefhing we walk divers together into the 
fields. This David mentions in the Pfalme for the Sabbath day, P/a 
92.45. Where he faith : thou Lerd hafi made me glad through thy Works, 
and Iwill triumph in the Workes of thy bands, O Lord how great are 
thy Works ? Thus much for the {peciall duties both publick and private, 
which Chriftians are bound to performe on the Lords day, which is the 
Chriftian Sabbath. 

Now the contideration of thefe feverall duties, being fome publick, 
fome private,foine more proper for the Satbath, and fome for all dates, 
offer tous fome things more to be obferved. Firft the publick duties of 
the whole Church together,muft firft be regarded and preferred before 
. private duties at home,and mumblin g of private prayers with our felves 
in the Church, becaufe they make more for Gods glory and mutuall 
edification,and do the w and declare our Chriftian unity. 

Secondly, publick duties muft take up tine beft, and greateft part of 
the day, becaufe they are proper to the day, and to publick affemblies, 
which are to be kept weekly on the Sabbath day : private duties are 
common to all dayes of the week. 

Thirdly.the duties of mercy and charity to mea,maft give place tothe 
mediate worlhip of God, when there is no urgent neceflity, and they 
may be deferred to another day, without any inconvenience, Men ha- 
ving opportunity before muft not put them off, untill the Lords day, 
and then by them fhoulder out holy duties of piety and God folemne 
worfhip. Laftly,by the many and feverall duties required on the Lords 
Sabbath, we feethat to him who hath a care and refpeét of them all, 
there will be no time left for idle words, and toyith talking, praunfing 
in pride and vanity, nor for any carnall {ports, paftimes and pleafures, 
But Gods day will bee found little enough for holy duties which 
are to be performed, And therefore I dare not allow any liberty 
for any {ports how honeft and lawfull foeverat other times, except 
they be holy, and Gods worfhip be furthered, and no better duties by 

them 
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Chap.22 thembe hindred: Which no man can in reafon conceive or Imagine, If 


God be tobe loved zbove all,and honored and ferved with all the heare 
and mind,foule and ftrength,as the Law commands, I do not fee but all 
Gods people ought fo to do, efpecially on the Lords day, and tobe dif- 
content and grieved that they cannot do it fo fully as they ought, and 
not to allow to themielves in thefe things any liberty which may hin- 
der Gods holy worfhip. The greateti oppofites of the weekly Chriftians 
Sabbath, when they have moft vehemently difpnted,and {pent all their 
arguments,againit the obfervation of the Lords day for an holy Sabbath 
and day ofholy reft,are by the cleare evidence of the truth fò convin- 
ced, that will they,nill they,their confcience forceth them to confeffe : 
That the {pending of the whole day even the {pace of foure and twenty 
hours of the Lords day, an holy reft and ceffation ftom all worldly 
thoughts and cares and from al fecular affairs,and in holy duties of Geds 
worlhipand fervice,both publick and private, isa thing commen- 
dableand praif-worthy in them, and pleafing and acceptable 
in the fight of God. To that one only wife, omnipo- 
tent, immortalland eternall God, who in all things, 
and over all enemies, maketh his Truth to 
triumph, beallhonour, glory, and 
praife now and for ever, 
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